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SBASOEUfO BSLMU^4XJ0S, . 

apoa thB datids whidt Qa before iiiein enfli» Mfiou ex^ 
sincere lieut are thej ^operfcnn tliam most faitliftiUjr 
and wellf even tbon^ tbejr (hemselvee are diMataefied 
with their own perfonnan^. Morgan wrote; 
fewpagee from this ii an entry made on the last day 
the year and ae brief seems the time that passed. Wonld 
that the responsibilities which the last year h^ entailed 
open me were as brief i— 

I cttfiot Tfinsw wttb nkaAetioft tbe piit jwr, oot thftt I hm beo bn 
pfO^tfonp in nf woddl; ovwr, lor ia pf n j thortoomiofi I boro 

b«e& 1 W 7 , fctr soooowfnl in my bot tbo eoBtiuwd tad 

'InorMaed mmmu Iiai not ozoitod pnpar difpoiitiMP iano oitW la ritw ol 
m; temporil or wf iplritiil iatorMti. Orontr vegirdlaM ot botb 1 hm 
wuUd opporfenaitic* tod dof^ied odnaUgAt, iboaod toloati aad proiti* 
toUd powen irUot inll idl tiio leiiait &t« ia Jodfmaat at tbo hit dsi 
wbon m chdl oQ baio to rander as aoooo&t of oondm tad aiob make 
a dito TOtora for tbe tah&t ontnutad to bii care. e 

It ii Impccnble, thciefoie, tbatl oaalook back opoa tb« part with pha* 
fue, aor do 1 feol I eaa look lonnrd to tbe fntve witkoot mh^flafi. 
WUi tUe nme oppoitanithi be afforded laa, the mmo tttOOHa f ShaJl I 
ooatinae aa prorperoua aad mj haalf M hwPf ^ 

Hie bADphat treaawa tha paat baa affoiM ate la donarth comfort. 
In tke endearmaota of mj balorad wife and mj akldno, wbo are all a 
pazenti bcart oaa wiikt I ban baaa Mj ba{^. Uaj tbia lonroa oi 
bappioew bo ever continaed to me aed maj I dally appraoUta ita vaba. 
May m; darlhei continiw to live m hope, }Oj aod lore aod aQ the Ctnitiaa 
giaoee, and may they not 

* Uftbeaeamthe psoRuce of tbair^nfif' 

and ob ? may I be enabled witb dinaa many to train then early b the 
waya they Shotdd go, ao that wba th^ are old tbw ^ depnt hc/a 
them. » 

My woildly ncceai baa been gnat, I Uateyear bad la becpma of ffl,S0Q 

f^Mdepreieedand onaUeto oos^oa. May the laeordiag dmp a 
tev tfo the paitneorda^mydife, andohlaay PhnoProndem 
to make ap for what t ban loet and nay the mt year eae aaweys p08« 
aad a better phThtSan, my dear wife and ehOdm happy and 

^Whether the closing year nSorded more 

not^ certain it is that Morgan ceases to ^ 

Beverly of himself. Eighteen hundred and ^ 

proved to be both noteworthy and pecoUar. 

of toil for the poblioweah was marked by mnoh^QQ 

a oitisen. Daring the whole of it and ^ yetf 
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the moral atmoaphore' of the island was rent with a 
veritable political cyclone, in which Morgan conld not 
but have, borne a conspicnons part, though he has left 
but brief record in his own hand>wnting. The ppeoial 
colleague ef Dr. Elliott, with that gentleman he bore 
the main burden of the popular agitation on behalf of the 
people in regard to the verandahs, and was, in addition, 
their advocate in the cases tried in the distnct courts of 
Colombo. Much time was occupied in the preparation of 
the cases, and references occur in the early portion of the 
meagre entries in the diary for this year. As for 
instance 

vonmdah omm w«re poiipo&ed to-day m much by our 
cownt 9M by tbe wieb oC tbc party, they not brag quito ready to 

prooMd. We bad a cosinltatioa, bowerer, with Mr. Lawton. 

Sunday, 16^^ January l&47.^Tbie completai ibe fint aonivortary of ay 
darling Jofey*! bixib. In tbe morning I went to ebnreb. Mr. Hereford 
proBobod rather an indifferent terttoo* I occupied myeeU tbe greater 
part of tbo day in reading Ahemo ^VieU Moral Feelings. Abstained from 
bosineii, though the temptation of looking into the verandah oneee which 
come on to-morrow wra great. Reflected on tbe neoewity of oultivoting tbe 
momi prittciplo and acting agreeably to He nnoeulng states. May snob 
reflections produoe a peraanent imprewion and induce a corresponding 
change of oonduot. 

Monday, I7ib iTannary.^To^y the verandah oases oomo on, bat beyond 
hearing Stewart's oddrCM which, as nsnal, expressed very great eonfidoooe 
in the sneoess of the case, and captra Pickering’s endence, which was fairly 
delirerod although in some respocts more bold than the tmtb jostifled, 
nothing was done and tbe trial was adjourned to Thursday. Bid no other 
bnsinesB, for this kept me engaged from very early in tbe morning. 

Tuesday, 18tb Jomiary.^Wae rather lagUy inclined this momingi bnt 
went early to the offico and employed myself in preparing a statraent 
in Jaffna. 1 212. Hudson, Chandler and Co., were declared bankrnpts to-day 
wb I end what min and agony it will excite I How nnoertain is a 
lifel 

early and took a drive and called at *s. Betnnied hozne for 
which I kept myself exxgaged in Meeting an arrangement of my 
wanted. 1 divided my ei^t offioe table dinwers with nnmbm 
1 papers thos^ * 

XtAr-V^m requiring iTnmediaf>e attention. 

flod^lorreepondenoe. 

flrd^Aooonntg. 

dth^Law Books. 

Cth^Boosaumts of oUm to be retuned. 
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6th-*Hr. BiUehniid^a PH^* 

• 7th^-Opuuoii book «sd Koti bookVi fa. 

Beceived £8«4 to-daj. 

ThurtcUty, SOtk /amMLrv«'-*The tunooi Tdrtndib oase im reanmad to-day. 
Tba crown olocod itt caae aboai three aad 1 oomiDeiioed my addreet whieb 
lasted till haif-paat' mx when the coart rraa obliged to break np. I dwelt on 
the legal merite of the caee, and took aa oppovtimity to pitoh into our great 
anob, oaUiag him a Daniel come to judgment, yea, a Daniel/* IneuKed 
feelings, not revenge, will have a vent. Came home quite tired. 

jVuiav, Slit JafMiory.—Verandah oaae agmn. Bonunod my addreee which 
took np an hour longer, after whi^ Lawson addreaaod the oonrt for about 
b^ an hoor and onr witneeeea ween called, who, ao far ae they went, provod 
an excellent case of poiaeeeion. Court oloeed at four allowing Stewart (an 
advantage which was denied me yeeterday) the prjyilege of replying to-morrow. 
In the afternoon attended the funeral of the Revorond M. Ondaatjie. 

Saturday, 22nd /onuofv.^Stewari replied, and ae usnal with him, well. 
But ho has fairly got the Oovemmeni on the homi of a dilenuna. The 
only way in which he dttempted to answer our case of proeoription and the 
inference of a grant deducible therefrom was by showing that bdlog a high¬ 
way it is not grontable. Very good argument for a lawyer, but bow does 
this consort vrith the acta of Qovemmout who are selling away verandahs 
in every other street f ^ 

YVsdftesdav, 95th JafMiory.^lIr. Lavilliero gave jodgmant in the verandah 
cases, of coarse for the crown. 1 blame him not for finding i he may oon- 
•cieuti^pisly think it correct, but some remarks in the conolosion seom 
evidently put—if not at the suggestion of, oertainly to pander to, the appe¬ 
tites of the Oovemment. Verily it is a melaooboly thing for a country 
wheo the administratioa of justioe is suspeoted and the poor look to the 
judges for protection in vain. 

Sunday, BOth /onuory.—Was meditating a good deal on my remiss and 
negligent aud nnbusbiess-like habits. They will min me unless mended. I 
have resolved upon a oouTue of greater punctuality, but, oonsidering how 
frail my resolutions are, will not record them until the esperienoe of a weela 
at least gives me reason to hope better for the future. 

.One noteworthy circumstance in Morgan’s career, 
characteristic of erery stage of his life^ was the humilia* 
tion of heart and mind with which he was always pos¬ 
sessed as the reaction of a great triumph, profession^ or 
political. Men who saw indioations of this, late in life, 
were inclined sometimes to doubt the 'genuineness of 
such humility iu so uniformly prosperous a man. A long 
entry iu the diary for the year under notice shows how 
thoroughly sincere Morgan waa is this respect. Os thtti 
24th of Januat^ he formed one of a deputatios of four 
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gentlemen,—Dr. Elliott, B. F. Morgan, James Alwis, 
and J. B. Misso—who waited upon the Goyemor, Lord 
Torrington, in respect to the vermidahs question. At the 
expense of some mortidcation to themselves, bj the 
boorish and insulting manner in which the deputation 
was treated by Lord Torrington, Mr. Morgan and his 
friends achieved a groat triumph. In the conversation 
had with the Governor Mr. Morgan took part with 
effect, though the chief portion of the speaking was by 
Dr. Elliott. In the sight of the whole colony Richard 
Morgan was a prosperous man, a leader of the people, 
honoured on every aide, yet, reviewing his own conduct 
in the privacy of his chamber, daring the quietude of the 
night, away from the glare and distraction of the day, 
this is T^hat (the day after deputation service and on the 
evening of the day on which he had drawn up a report 
of the interview) ho is comnelled to say 

Monday, 26th /un^.-^ShooId 1 happoa in my premt tUte» wbat will 
my end be f Tbli U n mott lericnu enquiry. A nnner wretobod and dograded, 
Id flpite of decent monla and worldly ndf&nUgea, my eoul will perish ever* 
lasUngly. And my foiuro prospects are as black. I hare made no provision 
{ot those 1 lore. My family, the wife on whom I deal and the ohildrsn 
dear to me as life, would be thrown dosUtute om the world. Starvation and 
misery would be their fate, and my name would be but a scorn and a 
by*word. Let me briefly reriew my state in regard to my social and domestic 
rations and also by my standing before my Maker, as a sinner, os a mom* 
ber of society, and as a hnsband and a father. 

And first in regard to my r^ations towards my Qod. A sinner rile and 
abandoned, with no hope of mercy, no chance of salvation. The Saviour 
has died in vmn for me t He Ixvw In to plead for me, for begotten* in 
rin and diaped in iniquity, I make light of His mercies and despise His 
fkvonn. I am indeed the chief of all dnners. Ignorance snd wont 'o£ 
education, want of knowing what is right and want of means to profit by 
such knowledge may imtigate, although it cannot remove, the guilt ot others. 
I have no* snob excuse. I have been blessed vrith talents. 1 have had 
opportunities to improve those talents. I have enjoyed advantages beyond 
the lot of many, and blessings have been showered upon me far beyond my 
deserts! ^1 have abused those talmits and des^sed those advantages and 
Uesringa, and how oan I expect to be mved. ^dependently cf talents aad 
advantages to know what is right, and knowing do it, I have had a ooune of 
prosperity granted to me, whioh I did not deserve, and which of iis^ 
ought to have awakened me to leva and gratitude an^. ^ month wHh 
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pxuMS And mj liaut with tdomtion of Him from whom all ibOM good 
things cams. £ooc«ia in hnsinoai, gratifiofttion of my desiros^ a h^)py and 
prospeiGiis homo, with a loring fo^y, are not these favon to io^ire gmU* 
tnde and to kindle lore P But the Almighty hath not spoken thoa only. 
He has endearoured by afiUotions and by warnings to arrest me in the pro¬ 
gress of my gmlty career, and make me pause before I perish ererlaetingly. 
Bow many in the bloom of life have beon hud baia before me and ocdled 
suddenly to render thw last aooount. My heoft is cold and callous, and 1 
say peace when all is danger and trouble around me, with my talents 
employed, blessings disregarded, advantages thrown away, opportunities lost, 
wamitkgs imheoded-^h \ the daagor in which 1 am engulfed, oh! the misery 
1 am socuring for myself. What, oh I what, shall 1 do to be saved ? 

A stronger from my God, an outcast from Israel, and Uke tho dog delight¬ 
ing in its own vomit, not only have 1 neglected my duty towards my God, 
but my duty towards my neighbour. Oh! hoi[ the catalogue which a 
review of this branch of my duty opens upon mo. I dare not trust myself to 
ask the question. Have I regarded my Saviour's command und loved my 
noigbbour os myself f In any active work of benevolence I have never been 
engaged, and wide as my tofluenoe is, and enlargod as arc my means of doing 
good, I have never done one riogle act to which I can turn with plkaeure, and 
mark it os one solitary instance of my love. So far from it, an utter want of 
that charity which suffereth all things and perhaps deep-seated malice and 
envy have been my charaoteristics. Qow fond 1 am to suspect and to mis- 
ooustroe the motives of men, bow prone to speak evil of others, bow ready 
to judge hastily of men. 

In b)}eiuesa my success hoe been great, and thus far beyond my deserts. 1 
have not only no ability oommeneurate with my duty, but sO industry to 
^nako up for want of ability. But yet wanting both 1 have sucooeded and 
iUli ^^pspor, while many men of worth and talent, industry and integrity 
ore ucglected. My means are in oonsoquence good, li it not baae ingrati¬ 
tude not to see the hand of Providence which is still working for my good, 
and unless I exert myself even now, shall 1 not tempt Him ib leave me to 
myself ? In such a profession as 1 am engaged in, ignorance and industry 
cannot long remain concealed. Want of competition and adventitious circuin,! 
stance# may obtain support but cannot keep-^nd retain it, and if neglected, 
what vrill become of my poor famfly and of others dependent upon me. 

Xnd fljn I just to my creditors f This is most nnpardonable in me if 1 am 
not. It was the besetting sin of my family, and should have been avoided, 
^see amongst my relattves the consequences of improvident habits, but 
their and failnrejaave hitherto spoken is vain. Oh ! let me foe! that 

of all pressnree, peennimy embamesmente ito the worst, that I can never 
hold up my head wirii houeet pride, never make a gopd citisen or a good 
Christian, never enjoy peace at home and comfort abroad uirtO 1 am clear 
from debt and owe no man anything. 

My habits are nnpromising. ' Unstable as water then shah not excel' wee 
the ai^rehension of the^atrianh of his aldeet eon, sad it has p ro v e d true m 
me. Instability in evsrytJang is tbe veoi ^ aB my bad baWta. Let me 
endeavour to mend tbma, and eerie in humble dependsdsee on my creditor to 
lead a new life and with a view to H, let me endAVodr: 
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tf^ya mj p9M thomiiilj with mj CM. 

Sadly .^To Mi my Iioom in ovdir. « 

Ood bflTd merty apon M and famr me intlitlie ligbt of hU ooimtoneaee» 
witlioot wliicb reeolotionfl may be fomed ead nmes expooted in 

Aa BOxiHary to the above and with a view to ameodisent, perhape the 
following dividon of time may prove deeirable : 

at 4 ? to 4 paat 4, prayer and meditatioo. 

i 5» Englieb etereiee, logioi Ac, 

4 i» 6, reoreatioa. 

4 „ 8, law reeding, 
i „ S| dreee, breakfaat, family prayer, 
from 10 to 4, boeinesi. 

4 to 4 paet 6, reareation and Hgbt reading. 

4 pait d to 4 ,, 7f hietdrical and other readiog. 

4 M 7 to 4 »»< Oa Latia. 

4 paet 8 to S, prayer, Ac. 

4 „ 0to4, bed. 

✓ 

In July disturbances occurred in the -low country, and 
a miserbbly feeble attempt at rebellion in the hills. 
Those who had agitated about verandahs and were active 
in other matters were hel^ to be responsible for the 
disturbances. Particularly were Dr. Elliott and Mr. A. 
M. Ferguson, as''editor8 of the Ol^erver, considered to be 
enemies to good and peaceable government. Several 
residents in the central province, including* one of the 
church missionaries, came to a determination to withdraw 
their subscriptionB from the Observer, and by a notice in 
the library at. Kandy, call upon other snbscribers to do 
likewise. This was done, bat, as the sequel proved, 
without in any way harming the newspaper. The move¬ 
ment in Kandy, moreover, was promptly met at the outset 
in Colombo, and a meeting of the * Friends of 
Society was called. Mr. Morgan was chairman, and t£e 
result of the meeting was a communication to the news¬ 
paper attacked to the following effect:— 

' To TKX £ditoss or rax Colombo Obsxbteb, 

Bibs,—Id oomplimoe with the roqoMt of xnaeating beld yetterdxf, I hare 
great pleaAn in tranamitting ol three reioliitione which were oerried 

nttaniskonily. 

I am further to s4d that lo ebon as the neeeewr; preliminariee shall bare 
lieen arranged, a deputaUon will widt t^oa jon to present you with the pieoe 
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of pkU referred to is the foortb raotetioB* ngwd to litter pert 
oi toit reedotioBj jn iKabe good enoe^ todireet twa c^toi of your • 
paper to be sent to Cowee^ Xdiiljee» toeenrar^ for every o&e toat hm 
been or oiey be efvaa ep^by toe pertiee to tbe protoediogs et ICe&dyi eftd 
debit bim vrith the enioiat of the nhioripUona. 

I era, 8ir, 

Bicbar^ F. Mobsan, 

"itcTWALi lOih AuguH 1M6. Chaimwr^ 

Es^aeU 0 / r€i 0 l%M<yns jraited et a hdd at CoUwibo on ih$ 9th 

AngustlM. 

8« Th^ neeUag Tiewa with regret (bnt witboot the iligbteet appr^ 
beaeioa for the rmlt) tbe luiworthj attempt made at Kandy to eoppreMthe 
Obiorvor aewepaper^ end feele oelM iipoB» iberoforoi to hoax toetunony to 
tbe incalculable good it bae aobiered, without rdfereaoo to cleae dlftifiotioUi 
and to oxproM ito oonfideuco is toe strict impartiality, and outspoken 
Independence wbiob have obaraoterised, and tbo pure and gonoroai motivee 
unawed and nninduoneed by autbority, which have evor actuated tbe con*^ 
duotors of that excellent journal. This meeting also feels itself ^ed upon 
to assort that tbe obargoa brought against tbe OhHrvor to the offect that 
it baa indted tbe people to robellioo, are entirely unfounded. On tbe 
oontrory we are firmly porenaded that eome of the oansei wbiob have ^ven 
riee to it and to tbe dlssatitfaction pftralling univorially would have been 
avertod, bad tbe Government acted conilvtenily with tbe views and sent!* 
mente of that paper. ^ 

4. That in token of the high adnuration wbiob ibis meeting, in common 
with all who have a deep emd penuanont intorost in tbo welfare of this 
country, feels for Dr. BUiott'e piaieewortby conduct, a sabsoription list be 
opened for tbo purpose of pres o nting to that gentleman a piece of plate, and 
for the pnipose of taking two ooieee of tbe Oteerver for every one that bae 
been or may be given up in coneequcnce of tbe proceedings at Kandy. 

6. That the obiunuan be roqnectod to transmit oopios of tbe third, fotirtb» 
and fifth resolntions to tbe edHora of the Colomlo Observer. 

Among tlie new taxes which .had been imposed, and 
against the payment of which the distarbances in the 
conntiy were a protest, was what came to be known as 
tliepolftax. By an ordinance, passed in 1848, every 
able-bodied male between the ages of sixteen and sixty 
were bound either to work On the roads for six days in the 
year, or pay the equivalent in hard cash. This was the 
first time that an attempt was made to impose a direct 
money-tax on an ofiental pe(^le,' uxd the (^position wae 
very great. The exemptions were the Oovemor^ eoldiers, 
bndhist piieete, and (inbseqtently) immigrrat boolies. 
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•To work tUB <n^iiiam)e new bodies were oiJled into 
existence termed respectiveljr pTOvindal road committees 
and district road oommittees. Th^ were to be entrusted 
with the funds collected under the road ordinance and 
to arrange for its expenditure. Certain high officials 
were members of the committees, and representatiyes of 
the public (in a minority) also sat upon them. With 
more wisdom and foresight than generally characterized 
his acts, Lord Torrington conceived the idea of turning 
the whilom burgher radical agitator into an ally and a 
supporter of the acts and policy of Govmnment. He, 
therefore, oommiseioned the author of the measure Mr. 
(now Sir) Philip Wodehouse, Ooremment agent of the 
western province, to wait upon Mr. Morgan and secure 
his services as a member of tbe provincial committee 
for Colombo and the region round about. How this 
was done, and the reasons which induced acquiescence 
are thus described 

5th Oetober.^Mr. mn me to^jr eod on the ft&thoritj of the 

Governor uked me to become a member of the proid&oial oommitt'^o under 
the road ordinaaoe, which office I aooepted for throe reaeona; not to do 

io would be to expoee myself tonpenaltr of £50; and leoondly, iho ordinance 
was an important one inasnnoh as it oonoeded the privileiro to the public (in 
meaeoro) of directing tbe appropriation of the money levied under the 
Act} an important etep towards a eystem of municipal Ooremment, and it ISi 
therefore, deaenring the oo«operariou of every one; and thirdly, becauee Kr« 
Wodehouse made tho offer very kindly azid e^irossod his ovm persons! 
'•*aiudety th*^**- 1 should accept the office. When my aooeptanoe was oommnni* 
cated to him, he then, ^uito o^urtior'UkSi told me that, as a member, I must 
help the ordinance and endeavour to remove the opporitiou existing against 
it. I told that as a member of the committee it wonld, of oourse, bo my 

duty to endeavour to give the ordinanoe operation. f 

X am of ofunion that if the people can bear a direct monoy^tax, and If the 
sum be not unjnst (high in amount alike to s!l rich and poor) this 
ordjAAnoe deserves supped. I should ta^ care, however, in what I do, as well 
to avdd alike any compromise of perfect independence and the indulgence of 
Isctioni opporition. 

This was the first step on the official ladder, the top of 
which ^aa to be reached rapid progress in a highly 
honorable manner. Various projects of law reporting, 
and digests of decisions occupied the young lawyer’s 
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loimd, a fact of no Uttle credit to liimself as tlie social 
atmosphere of the colonj at that period was full of exit¬ 
ing stories mcoo or lees scandalous, and in the mere 
retailing of them, as they appear in parliunentaiy blue 
books, one's time could be fully occupied. Though very 
fond of a good story, Morgan was not a retailer of scandal, 
and his memoranda are conspicuous for their freedom 
from stories likely to be damaging to the reputation of 
friends. Only those who have resided in a colony like 
that of Ceylon, particularly in such a time as that under 
review, can tell how mooh is involved in such reticence. 
Regarding his plans of legal authorship, on the 8th of 
October Morgan prefaced his record of projects with the 
following admonition to himself:— ’ 

♦ 

It may aot be oBinitraotiTa (it oortamiy cannot be uinterefting) to enter 
and note down in thia book tke Yarioos projeota I form in my mind from 
tame to tizzae. It may a«nt the eaoention of aueb aa are reaily naefol and 
deeerving d attent4on» wbiltt on other band, a review frem time to 
time of bow mnob 1 projected and bow little I exeon^ will preaob to me a 
•erere lereon condemnatory u mnob of my praomptaon in attempting muob 
ae of indolenoe in doing eo little. Some bolow woro formed by me eiam 
aometime 

1. To make a digeet of tbe plan oi Mr. Haniion of tbe oaaee deoidod by 
the appeal and enpreme coart, and tho important and leading deawonj d 
tbe dietriot conrta. 

S. To make a like digeet of tbe ordinaneee in foroo, inolndi&g, if pocaihle, 
tbe nDrepealed Dnt^ regnlattona in an appendiXi 

5. To make an alphabetical tndai in EngUab of Voet (not only ihe oon* 
ieaU of the title bnt of tbe ■eotion likewiM)^nd when Voet ie completed, of 
other Dutch woxki: and indeed a general index of both Batch and Engliib 
foi*my own nee. 

4. To maeter the law of tdeadiTig and of eridanoe. 

•K. B.*—The study of tbe law in all ite branebee ibonld, of ooorae, be tbo 
dhiaf object of my etody, but- tboee two branebee ae being of oonai^ nee, 
in reepect of wbi^ there ie not eqoal time for pregmtion^ ought, in parti* 
onlar, to be maetered. 

6. A eon^ete oooree of biMorioal raadiag. Tytler and Seigbttey aa 

compendia, and Home, aad otbere bo fellow. t 

(For conrenienoe aaka jdie above and oCber projeota to be in like naner 
formed, win be enteeed tu prirate mememndom book.) 

A mouth was spent ou circuit, ^ iuduomnex^ to travel 
w^h the judges bemg a retaiser of A76 which Mr. 

20 
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Morgan received to defend the kachcheri shroff (cashier) 
at HambantotEj ^ho was charged with theft. The 
joamej proved to be a very profitable one in a pecuniary 
sensOj whilst Mr. Morgan's fame as an advocate maj be 
estimated from the fact that at Ealntara, where sixteen 
cases were for trials he had retainers in fourteen; at Galle, 
-one cases he appeared in 
refused several others, whilst at Matara he only stayed 
long enough to defend the man for whom he had received 
a special retainer. 

Further entries in f^he diary are not without interest 

Sunday, Sfd my return I bavo been niher c&roleM 

with my biuineMi whuh cootioaot neTertheieeu to'^mcreojoi How long 
shall I abnte the bonnti of Providenoo in tbuf disregarding hie faeouri ? There 
u juMt now a proMnre of bneinee# which mnet be got rid of, and yet 1 wute 
my tioe in comparotiTe tridee. 1 with I conld be oertra that I ihall be 
more ponotnal in fntnre. 

ifonday, Uh Deeember.^Engnged in two cates thie day, in both of which 
Philip VajiderstnAten thrashed me. Ont wot a question purely of facts in 
which I do not comply, but the other was a very foolish objec^on of law, 
bat which Larilliere very stopidly upheld. The case is now, however, on 
^>peal. ^ 

There was a meeting of the Trinity ohnroh congregation this day which 
I did not attond, beoanse 1 came late from oonrt, and booante it was merely 
for the purpose of ohooting trastees. 1 am inform^ however, that C ^ , 

the printer, very ttnpidly and improperly (for he had not my consent) moved 
that 1 should be one. 1 feel very much annoyed at H, Indeed^but 1 suppose 
the poor fellow meant no harm | I am not very amlntioiis of the honour, and 
do not wish upon oonecienUous grounds to be one of the trustees. The 
ordinance requires that they ^hould be members of the ohuroh. I am one 
by baptism, and 1 will add by professioD, but I hardly think I am one in 
spirit, for there are many matters as well in the government as the general 
economy of the ohnxch to which in principle 1 cannot subscribe. 

Tuesday, 6ih Deesmter.^This day we had some oases before Mr. Justm 
Temple, ^e from the court of requests at Oalle was interesting. Intro* 
dnoed to Ur. Henry Dias, our new banister: he seems intelligent. 

la the afternoon I had a aueting with Uim ^ the govsmsss in Sir 

Emerson Tennant's family, who called to ooosult in a oase she intended to 
bring agrinst Sir Emerson. Dissuaded her. from H, and I think she 1^ 
lariifiad w<th the reasonablaneea of my adrioe. I M no doubt as to the 
proiffiety of it* 

The estimate of tiie yeari which was made on the 
318t of December! was not altogether nnfayourable* 


thirty-seyen! haying 


cot of fifty 
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V 

Mr. Morgan’s inoomo^ kad £1,500 for 

a yonng mdn of twenty-nx, in a small colony as Ceiylon 
was iken, was eminenily satas&otory. 

The last year of Uie fi^hdf of the centniy was a veiy 
important one for Ceylon. A oommittee of the House of 
Commons was appointed to enquire into the affairs of the 
colony, the appointment being mainly the result of the 
e^orts to this end of Dr. Elliott, Mr. Morgan and others. 
Frequent correspondence with members of parliament 
followed, more pi^icolariy with Joseph Hume, who wrote 
direct to Morgan and received mnch of his inspiration 
from the yonng buigfher. In after years, Morgan used 
to speak of his connection with Joseph Home as the 
brightest spot in.his memory, and the event upon which 
ho was disposed to dwell with greatest pleasui^. 'Hie 
fight in the committee rooms of St. Stephen’s, West¬ 
minster, could not be fittingly told in this personal 
narrative; it would be well if the facts were succinotly 
gathered and laid beff)re the generation now existing, 
whiclf knows litUe or nothing of that stirring period. 

Morgan’s own chronicle, brief as it is, of the year may 
be given with little or no comment, as the passages to 
be extracted explain themselves 

Thundayf Jotvuofy.^Waat to bov biihop WIIboii’i charge to-day, 
but ccmld boar werj little, tboogb what we did baei' wm rery edifying. He 
is very indrm, and speaki of tUs aa bit dying vieit to Oeylon. « 

Friday, 5th aramMHV.-*Thia day I atayed away from office with a view to 
dispoee of iome banned in hand. I did IxtUe, boweger, eioept write a mock 
letter from Sir Emerson Tennant, purporting to bo an aoeotmt of bie career 

Oeylon. From all I hear and obearre, 1 ami^rwd be is not a very good 
man. He bv talents, and be knows H: he seems to ns to prMtltnte 
tbnn to nsworihy ends* Bdmung and Intrigamg seem witbbim the order 
of the day. 

Sunday^ 7^ •fanuafy»^Tbis day we attended servioe at Triirity cbnrcb, 
where bi^i^ Wilson ^eaobed. The vsnsfable prdate satined ^ «n old 
aposUd taldng leave of a pertUm of bis flock. He piaaebed Iran Iddah nc 
olupter, Vi. 1-^ albsr wblA a ooQeaiion was made in aid of the rtinflfidTi 
sebool fimda Ibefe If a rimpUaity and an em nu i tia e d in the 
manner, whkb is gnite peepf)iddi Ii|,wbioh inspire hie liewds aBb nBsfWon 
Ibr and confldanoeistbe'nan, mi Aenthe dognanea of Uf dioiond, bis 
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▼duenble appeoraaoe indooad still mm to by liij age afid inoreuing iniirmjty, 
girehii words m eotbonty and effect wbicbtbey mi^tnot posseea oomi&g from 
ordinary icaroei. He baa not loot bi# old qniintnoee of manner and express 
■ion. He spoke of tbe darkness which prerailed when onr Saviour waa bom, 
of that which enbseqaently orerwpread Uie world, instancing the ease of 
continental India in partionlar, and iUnstrating it by referonoe to the degraded 
conation of the females, enttee, and the Joggematb feast, and the 
flying for remedy to the river Ganges. He last of sll alluded to the diu^kness 
of the human heart. Talking of a aeeptic, he said that though searching for 
it for fifty years he had never met with a single work* oontmning a clear, 
logical and oonelnsive refutation of Christianity, and that religion was 
derided by many who do sot understand it eoffioiently to bo able to nuse one 
valid objection against it. As one indnoement to the people to contribute 
he smd that giving to the poor and sneb objeoU is one way to increnao onr 
gains, quoting the verse af>ont onr barns being filled with plenty, and 
adding to it that our ciosaaon and coffee lands and cocoaont gardens would 
yield the more abundantly. In these times of general deprosiion, when 
every one is in search of means to better his ooffoe lands, this would indeed 
be an admirable plan. The observation excited a smilev He again mentioned 
that this was to be his dying visit. He exhorted us to contribute for care of 
the bishop and Mr. Horsford, whom he should be delighted and rejoiced to 
see in health pursning his labours. 

Ifonday, 6tH /anuon/.^Boforo retjringto rest last night, I resolvod upon 
following from the morrow the arrangement traced out in my entry of the 
26tb Juno 1848. Bnt partly from spending a bad night, partly from indo* 
lence, I did not leave my bod till near 6, which prevented mo from attend* 
ing either to my English exorcise or to my morning recreation. From fl to 
8, however, I continued preparing F)^p Mudaliyar^s oases, after which 1 
went to see Stewart touching this case, and immediately after retnming 
from him, went to the office. 

There I had four trials j two came* on, and two from wont of tlmo were 
postponed. In the two that come on, 1 was in one for defendant with 
Vanderitraaton (6,210) and the plaintiff withdrew his case, and in the other, 
'I was with Charles Dios (6,606) for phuntiff and got judgment. 

I purposed this morning to'ae^ etrioUy to my course of conduct, but 
having got up late I could not attend to my English eserOlsea and rocroatiun. 
About 4 the court broke up, ^d 1 lost more than an hour In unprofitable 
talk. At night I neglected historical reading and lAtm. In my meznorandnip: 
book of twelve things recorded as items of business to be attended to, only 
three were performed. Such is the detultoriness of my habits, and such my 
negligence. May 1 be able to make renewed and more sucoessful effort 
to-morrow I 

Tuesday,/anuory.^This day kept myself ooonpied in the snpreme 
ocuri witb^some Tuesday oases, and subsequently in consultation with the 
Master Attendant about poor Mn. Albrecht, and in writing some lottery 
and in idle talk. This mode of iqiendingmnob of my tizfie, paitiotdarly with 
aUrfoaoonmulation of anutfs, is very onsuxable. In the morning, I got up 
late—at 6,^**and hence loet my Epg^^fb exerdses and recitation. At 8 1 
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4U«nded to Dodsworth’« oue, wUoh pmented my kae^ag to m; 
acribed coorse of zught itadJaa. 

4 

It is noteworthy that, thoagh in the supreme court, a 
busy adrocate, uid occupying a high position in many 
other respects, Korgan yet kept up his night studies, and 
was not above continuing the course of education which 
is supposed to be finished when schooling days are over. 

' For boi whila bit companioDt alapt, 

Waa toiliAf upwarda m tbo night.’ 

Herein lay one of the secrets of the Bnccess of his life, 
a fact of which youths gonorally, and Ceylonese youths 
especially, should take note. " 

pr«dft«iiday, 17<fc /a»M*arv.—Wn had the Cotta omo (2,096) ia which wo 
tried hard, for a •ettlemont caao waa gireo op for that parpofo, and the 
defendanta aftorwardi refused, so that it comes on for bearing on Friday. 

1 would hare given np tho cane altogether, but am upprchonsiw last my 
doing so would only throw tba weight of my indoonce agninit loy client, 
which it would be wrong in such a case at leant to do. 

Afterwards a ooaa of Fernando John Vondorstroatan cama on, in 

which the latter pleaded prescHpUon to on honest claim. I commented 
strongly on his conduct, which 1 consider disgrocoful^ 

Thurgiay, IdtK January .^Engaged this dny in Che snpixmic court in 
the defence of the Moratuwu poopl<voQ a charge of murdor. Owing to the 
witnesses having been all tampered with, thero were many disoropancios in 
tbo testimony which was thereby rendered very vague and UDSatisfootory: so 
that the jury were forced to acquit tbo prieonors. There con be no real 
doubt, however, as to the gulH of the man or rather six of them. The court 
doeed at halt past S. Sir Anthony Oliphant doUvered a most impreBrive and 
eloquent charge, but not a wall digested one. 

Fridayf I9fh Janwu^.^^Tbe Cotta case (2,098) kopt us tHl lata in court. ^ 
In the evening we want to the grand foti theatre, where the youngsters 
amqaed ua with theatricals. On the whole, the performance was not bad. 
Returned at 12. ^ 

Monday, 22nd Januaf^ .—Engaged in two trials. In the one with AJwis 
succeeded, but lost in the other (with 0. Dias) from sheer nusmanagament. 
We caDed witnesses, and then oloeed without calling other and more import* 
ant'witnoeaos. Both myself aad^ae thought the evidence sufficient, but 
there is uo doubt there was other and better evidence which we did not 
adduce. We thought LavUliere was mtisfied with the evidence we did call. 
Uusi endeavour to get a new trial. 

In the evening EUiott, W. Ferguson, and 0. Loraus called to ask me to 
attend the meeting at the Ubiury to-monow and take the chair. 

Sanday, 4fh Ifovsmber.—Poor Mr. Davies of the B^iUst mieeioii di ed 
<m Friday the 2nd, and was buried at the Wolfendal church yesterday, Mr, 
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Palm offioiating. He wiArad maeb fr«B Uia dimato, aad the immediate 
oftOM of hie death wia os otiaok of dyMOterj. • 

Ur. Allen preoohed tUi eeeiuoga ?«i7 impMei?e hmenl aermon from 8t. 
Panl^i wordf, wonld not han yon mourn, hreUuna, Ao.*' After dweHlsg 
on the bleeaed etete cf the d^mrted, and the eomtot whioh the Soriptnzne 
giro ue u to the proaptet of death and on the oeeaeloa of onr grief at tbs 
loM of onr friendi, he dwelt on the virtuee of onr d^mrted friend. He eaid 
that we were n<^ aware of our loee, which woe very great, for it woe not eeey 
to get a man like Darlee. He loetl j delivered a meenge which the departed 
eaint left with him to be delivered to Che people of Che Petthhi^ 

* Ten the people of the PetUh that 1 love them and am gmtefol to thmn, 
lor I have received many kindneiiee from then, portionlarly from the young 
men. 1 wiahed to have oddroMed them once more, hot this ia not aBowed 
me. I wiehed to write'a letter to them, but 2 am too weak for thie. Toll them 
1 am grateful to them, I love ^em, that I pray lor them i oak them 
to pray and to be reconcilotf to God.* He added, * I lore them, but they hod 
well nigh broke my heart. I could not do any good amongat them, and 
woa nearly deap^ng of them. Go you amongst them (addreeefng Ur. 
Allen) and may yon he more enooessful. Tell them to he reoonbiJod to Ood.* 
Oh I hov. it mnat have grieved that good mao*! heart that all his elforte, 
peraevering oa they were and aevere enongh to have coat hia life in the end, 
ehonld have been thrown away. I myself have often mi under hie miniatro* 
tions and heard tiie truth revealed by him with a oleomew, loroe and 
eloqnenoe that ocemod to bo peculiar to him and b whioh he wu unrivalled. 
In thie very book, hour often have 1 recorded tho trutha which I have from 
time to time heard from him. Bat what good hoe it done unto me PI 
remain hardened as before end unmoved. Oh! may hie loat partbg b^eangSi 
the thought of the pain I gave the good moo, now touoh my obdurate heait, 
and bduce me to cling to his dybg advice to pray end be reconciled with 
my offended Maker! 

At this periodj partly owing to the influence of Dr. 
Elliott, a deacon of the Baptist church, Mr. Morgan 
,wafi on the point of making a profession of his faith hy 
immersion. From some cause not apparent in his 
memoirs, the opportunity was allowed to go by, and 
*thoagh attending a baptist place of worship to the last 
he was never identifiod with that communion u 
member. The diary continnes 

8lH 184Q«—*2 obaerve that for Bevoral years post, I have 

enteiee b this book on the onnivermry of this day. Esoh year, however, 
has witnessed exprotsioiis of vegret at my bod and bdolent habits and hsa 
given reSbrd to lesolutious to lead a new life. The reooDeotiou of this is 
peculiarly humiliafetog to me this year, fileeeinge without number I have 
oontmued to eujoy, and euooess b my ooreer lor beyond my deserte, but 
they have not touted me. Hot olooa, however, thmgh continued pros* 
purity ho# the Almighty eou^t to touch mybsaii and to bring me to a sense 
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of graco. He baa been at laet proeoked to send me the dark meteeDger of 
Affliction, the ehill UaeUof wbiob were rweed to pioroe mj heart. Uy 
little home hai bees innded, and I miee to^y the imilei of the dear 
cherub which cheered aad bleeaed os bet year. Dime moroy haa, it ie 
tree, sent is hie $boe another, but oh! eo eelflah ie m; heart— 
eneb perh^ is the ohameter of a parent’s love, that 1 wemid I had my dear 
Johnny too. God forpve me, however, for this mnnnnring. 1 was saying 
that I was visited by affliction too as if to try the offocts it would have on 
me. Has it awakened me, however ? ¥ot a time indeed 1 fancied I was 
grave, and had begun to east ande the giddiness of boyhood. But shon was 
the etroko forgotten, end the rovolntion of timo only found me a more 
hardened sinner. God forbid that this shonld provoke Divine wrath and 
indignation against me. Bather may His mercy pierce my heart and bring 
me to a sense of my nsworthineea. 

Hy worldly snocces in business has been undimintshed, and ibis too whilst 
my deserts have been most naeqnal. 

I have been forced by cirenmstanoee to take a more decided stand in 
politics than I could have wished The turn the London cemnuttoe sitting 
under pariiament to ihveftigato Ceylon alTiiirs have given to xnattM, tbs 
pnblioitj which my letters to UcChristie have obtained, tho needbsity for a 
bold stand here that these entitled upon mo, baVo all added tboir influence 
in making me what 1 should not have vcduntanly sought to b^a political 
character. Lord Torrington, as if pauish me for this, has brought 
Charles Stewart ovor the hMds of ns, making him deputy Queen's advooate* 
But this will not move me, as it ought not. I will u^ brag, foi I have seen 
what tbj end was of many who did brag, bat this I will say, that as I am 
now situated and as at present advised, 1 do not dcbire Govemment employ. 
The blessings of Providence onablo me to find my daily brood in indopondenoe, 
and independence, honest indepondence, is sweet and delicious. May it 
continue to give mo a competeno^^ 


** Not for to hide it in a hedge, 
Nor for a tr^ depeudont ; 
But, lor the glorious privilege, 
Of being independent/' 




In other respects I have nothing to complai^ of or worthy of being noted. 
Hwuiliation at the fruitlessnese of my post resolves forbid my giving ozpres* 
non to any fresh ones: they should not, however, prevent the breathing of a 
fervent prayer to the Powers above, that a change, a lasting change, may be 
wrought in me, such as wiU redound to my advautago here and profit in the 
world to come. Uay my wife and dear ehildrou be blessed to me, and may 
wc grow iu love and grace striving to promote each other’s good. 



CHAPTER V. 


LAST DAYS OP CITIZEN USEFULNESS. 

1860—1S56. 

Tes 'glorious privilege’ o£ being independent was as 
mucb needed and ‘was as greatly exercised by Mr. 
Morgan in 1850 as it had been in previous years. The 
agitation in the colony continued to r^ge at fever heat, 
the miterable exposures of duplicity among men in high 
office, revealed before the committee of the Honso of 
Commons causing a tornado in the restricted circle of 
society of various graded in Colombo and elsewhere. 
Mr. Morgan appears very inconspicuons on the public 
stage, with the exception that one of the most important 
communications of the period, a letter from Joseph 
Hume, who championed the cause of Ceylon in the 
House, was addressed to the energetic yonng advocate. 
Second, however, only to Dr. Elliott, whose efforts for 
the people of Ceylon at this period have never been 
> surpassed in any country by any man, Mazzini labouring 
for Italy excepted, Morgan had a heavy responsibility on 
his shoulders from the burden of which he did not shrink. 
His own justification for the determined efforts which^e 
made is thus stated:—' Sir Emerson Tennent’s cupidity 
in the vm'andahs question and Lord Torrington’s tyranny 
in keeping martial law in force for many months left me 
no alternative but to take a veiy prominent port in 
politics. Having once entered upon the conflict in con¬ 
junction with others, who felt like-minded, 1 scarcely ate, 
drank, or slept, until we had succeeded in getting both 
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recalled, as also Mr. WodehooBe/* WUlst laboimDg 
for this object, however, the small bodj of earnest men, 
comparatively poor and with no influential or monied 
bacldng, were ready (in the interests of their country) to 
take up larg^ responsibilities. An extract from a letter 
of Mr. T. J. MoChriatie, who was the London agent of 
the agitators, will show this, and will also give an inter¬ 
esting glimpse of the manner in which the agitation was 
carried on. The letter was addressed to Dr. DlHott, but 
commenced ' My dear Morgan and Elliott,’ and contained 
the following passages , 

' And now as to oar future proeeedinge. Matters 
have proceeded to that stage that the recall of Lord 
Torrington and* Tennent must not satisfy. Lord 
Torrington must be impeached, and he and (Colonel) 
Drought at least tried. The House of Commons may 
order this proceeding; it may (yder the one to be impeached 
and the other to be indicted, or it may order them both 
to be indicted in the Queen’s bench.* If it does the 
latter,* Torrington would in all probability claim his 
privilege and have his trial removed to the Lords—and 
in the case the Commons ordering this, the country 
would have to p^ the expense of the prosecution; this 
would be a great thing for os. On the other hand, 
if parliament does not order the impeachment and. 
indictment, we can indiot both ousselves, and upon every 
rational view of the subject, my <^inion is that that 
mxbet be done—most either be done by parliament or by 
db. The in^ctment would probably have to be for 
murder, burnings, ploader, abuse of power, Ac., that 
may be hereafter considawd. I mn p mu u a fed we hav6 
materials forthat Aov. How much more so diall we 
facts after the chief josrice, Braybrooke, Henderson, Ac., 
are examined ? The trials of these men would cost some 
thousande of pcMUids, and how, if it is left to os, is that 

(1) Sir Philip WodahowS, Oorcnor of Bonb^, from to 197. 

21 
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money to be raised f Will 70 U consider this and let me 
know yoar views and feelings apon it as speedily as 
possible ? 1 have talked it over with one old English 
gentleman^ who I believe is rick ^d wishes us every 
ancoessj but he has no farther interest in thb island be> 
yond believing it to be oppressed, unjustly used, and 
wishing its government to be improved. He has told me 
** if they in Ceylon will raise a good subscription amongst 
themselves for prosecuting these two men, if the Com* 
mons will not do it 1 will subscribe liberally towards it,’^ 
and though he did pot say so, I have no doubt he would 
get others here to subscribe also. Now we cannot be too 
Boon prepared upon this point, we cannot have our plan 
ripe and ready too early. It will not do, after we should 
be throVn upon our own strength by parliament, to 
resort to this proceeding, to have to wait to correspond 
between London and Ceylo^ two or three times (eight or 
ten months) before we strike the blow. We must be ready 
if possible to fith on the instant. Therefore, do weigh 
this well and let me hear from you on it, but pray keep*' 
it secret, for amongst other evils, if the least hint of it 
were to get out, Torrington, Dronght, and the Gh)vem> 
ment, would instantly retain all the leading and most 
powerful men at the bar, whereas it will be a great thing 
for ns to have our first choice of those men. 

* Ask Morgan to write to the committee at Randy giv¬ 
ing them such a short and cautious general view of some 
parts of what I have written to you as he may consider 
to be safe, and let him say it has been impossible for tke 
to have time to do so, and be cautious how you let people 
there or anywhere know anything that will immedi¬ 
ately he sent to the Governor direct, or throngh S — — 
or 4o.* 

Those at all conversant with the immense amount of 
work which is required to keep going snob a movement 
as is here alluded to will not be surprised to learn that one 
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of tbose who took a large share in it found but little time 
to keep up daily entries in his diary. Consequently, a 
great gap occurs at tbia period in Mr. Morgan's memo¬ 
randa, extending over nearly two years, the only entry 
of any gentral interest being the following, written early 
in 1850:— 

Su/nday, 13th Luou^ eaUiodnl to witaOH tho 

oo&aecratioD of mj friend Brari. TIm cborch wm very crowded. 

Never I ween 
In eziybod;'# recoUocrion, 

Wee each a party »oen 
For ge&nfieetioQ. ^ 

The ooremooy was ai old Boman catboHc ceremonioe are—very pempone 
and impoeiag and qiute the thing* to take with the nativoi. The bUhop elect 
is sworn and examined at lenyth {then maes oommonoes, after which he is 
clothed, and falli prohtrato on lus faoa, whilst the litanies are chanted i his 
bead is then wn^)ped round with a band of linen and his whole tonsnre 
anointed with the holy chrism. Psalms and anthems in the meanwhile 
innnmemble. Thon his hands are anointed liXowiso, his crosier is bloised, 
sprinkled with blessed water ud al|erwanls pnt into hii hands, a ring 
is then sprinkled sod pat on the loaith tisgor of bis right hand, os the 
symbol of the * inviolable fidelity with which he mosUreep the spouse of God» 
i.s., holy church/ then he receives a book which hotonohes whilst 
prayer is being smd | he is then kissed by the prelates and hii osiiitants | he 
thou goes to his altar on Uio side, washes his hands, recites prayer, and 
returns to the prelate before whom he kneels, presenting him with two 
lifted wax tapers, two lottvee of bread, and.two small casks of wine: then 
ma r r is gone on with, after which the mitro is put on the head of the elect, 
the gloves are sprinlded with holy water and pnt on his bands i he is then 
rmsed and placed at the altar on tho samo ohw in which the consecrating 
prelate nt. After this the Te Deum Landamos is chanted, and during it^ 
the .bishop elect, with two assistant prelatgs, walks up uid down tho body 
of tlie church, hlftfing the assembly. Prayers and hymns sneoeed, the 
oohsdorated bishop pves tho solemn benediction to the people, iriskfts bis 
reverence to the consecrating bisbe^ three times kneeling, end singing each 
time * ad noltos annos,’ pves him and the two assistant prelates the kiss 
of peace and then ioTsots hunself, when the clergy ionve the oburcb in 
pro oeM iop. 

Bishop Cixtano Antonio officiated as consecrator, two priests assisted as 
prelates, and there ware lots of priests besides. 

Professional success oontinued, and an examination of 
his fee-book, carefully kept during bis non-official 
career at the bar, shows an income ranging from 
£2,500 to £3,000. The acting appointment of district 
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j'adg^ of Colombo was offered to hirn and accepted. Mr. 
Layillier, tbe incumbent, obtaining leave of absence for 
some time from illness. 

Towards the end of the jear, an offer was made to Mr. 
Morgan of the acting post of Queen's advocate (corres- 

in England, with 
a seat in the cabinet) but it was declined, Morgan prefer¬ 
ring to remain independent. The offer was made by Lord 
Torring^n, after ho had resigned office but before leaving 
the scene of his rule, and, judging the noble Lord by 
what was revealed iz^ the committee room of the House 
of Commons, was doubtless meant as a bribe to stop the 
mouth of an able and determined opponent. Refused by 
one youthful burgher lawyer, the offer was made to and 
accepted by another, James Stewart, who, in a legal 
and literary sense, was at least Morgan's equal, but 
who was never popular. , Daring the whole of the 
period, when events were passing which must of necessity 
develop patriotisih and a desire to labour for the public 
good, if a man has any leanings that way, Stewart's name 
does not once appear in contemporary records as having 
stirred hand or foot in the popular cause. A word-paint¬ 
ing of the young man describes him as being accus¬ 
tomed to spend tbe greater part of the night lying 
on the floor with a lamp at his head and heaps of law 
books within reach, mastering the intricacies of Roman 
Dutch and other laws, which go to make up' the 
complicated jurisprudence eff the Colony. The post of 
acting Queen's advocate carried with -it a seat in the 
Legiidativo Council which also Morgan declined in 
refusing to accept the Governor’s offer. It was onfy, 
however, for a brief space that he had to forego the 
honours accruing to a colonial legislator, snch as they 
are, in a nominated assembly. 

In a very meagre ootluM of his career, penned in 
debUning years, Morgan speaks of 1851 as aa 'eventfol 


ponding to the poet of attorney-general 
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year in my history.’ Sach it proved to be. His most 
important professional success was being retained to 
defend the deputy commissary-general (captain P.) 
who was charged .with embezzlement. Captain P. ran 
away after the depositions were closed, and his securities 
were proceeded against for the amount of their bond, 
but they succeeded in avoiding it on certain technical 
objections. The crown appealed', but the decision was 
affirmed. 

Whilst the subject of this biography was absent from 
Cc^ombo on the sontbem circuit in August of this year, 
Mr. OiSening, the burgher member of council, died, at 
the time when the sittings of the session had just com¬ 
menced. At once Morgan was selected by his own com¬ 
munity and alluded to in the leading paper of th6 colony 
as the best man available for the vacant seat. The 
Colombo Obeerver of the 29th ^ptember said, 'There can, 
we apprehend, be no difference of opinion cither amongst 
the governing class, or the governed, ds to the direction 
which the choice of a gentleman to succeed the late Mr. 
Giffening in Legislative Council should take. Assuming, 
of coarse, that the vacant seat will be occupied by a 
European descendant, the universal voice would name 
Mr. B. F. Morgan, advocate, as the fittest person, as the 
one man fitted for the post, and in his absence, steps 
have at once been taken to let the Governor, Sir George 
Anderson, know upon whom the suffrages of the people 
would be conferred, were the privilege of voting possessed.’ 
' A potion was sent to the Governor submitting 
for His Excellency’s consideration ‘the name of B. F. 

Esq., advocate of the supreme court, as that of 
a gentleman, who, by his ability, learning and independ¬ 
ence of character has gained their (the burghers’) confi¬ 
dence, and who would, they believe as a member of the 
LegislatiTe Council, do equal honour to your Excel¬ 
lency’s choice and to the people’s reoommend^on.* The 
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addi'esB was signed by nearly (our hundred members o( 
the burgher community. (The full test of the addrees 
with the names of those who signed will be found in 
the appends to Vol. II.) * 

suggestion of Dr. Elliott^ it was intend¬ 
ed to hold a public meeting, in the Pettah library, to 
advocate Mr. Morgan’s candidature, and notices were 
issued, but they were afterwards called in and no meet¬ 
ing waa held. Even such thick-and-thin supporters of the 
Government as the brothers Stewart' were agreed that 
no better choice could bo made, but, said ono of them 
' He is a great Elliott’s man, and must turn over a now 
leaf if he is elected.’ Some- opposition was threatened, 
and there was talk of a memorial bogging that Dr. 
Misso might be appointed to the vacant chair, but that 
gentleman, for want of backbone in more than one crisis, 
was discredited amongst his fellows and the proposal 
resulted in nothing. Friends were very confident of the 
result, even when Dr. Misso’s prospects wore most hope¬ 
ful, but Morgan himself anticipated effectual opposition 
amongst certain of the Governor’s advisers. He was 
not long left in doubt, for, whilst the memorial was 
being signed, he received a letter from the Colonial 
Secretary to the following effect 

CoiiOHBO, 80th Septmbfr, \B61. 

Uy dear 8ib,—T he GoYernsr haring deeided on appointing Mr. Dorler to 
be pennooent member of tbe XierielAtm Cooncil ia tbe vaeonc; ocoaacmed 
tbo lameatod decease of Mr. <^ffeDing» aeoat in tba connoil still remuna 
vacant dariug tbe absence on leave of Mr.. Swan. Hit ExocUoaoy bat 
empowered me to offor to yon tbis acting appolntm^t, tbo dnties of mhiSa 
lie doobte not you would fulfil in Uie most satisfactory xnanner, but as I do 
not know how for it might be agreeable or conTement to yourself to 
outer tbe Legislative Counefi as a temporary member for tbe present, 1 bare 
prefjinred addressing you thus printtely on the eubjeot before to you 

(1) Tbe Stewarts rose tobigb office in Ooylon. Tbecarw of Jamee 
Btei^rt wfll be found deecribea almost unmedmtely. Charles H. Stewart 
became eealor puisas justioe. and, lor a sbort time, acted as obief justioe. 
Ho was made a OomtiuioB M tbe order of St. Mkbael and St. George, and, 
in June 1678, was offered iho chief justkeebip of tbe Btvaits Settlements, an 
^iQce carrying knighthood wHb it. The offer wu, however, declined. 
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ftny official coanDtuioation. Should you foel diapoMd to accept ibe oJfer^ 

1 aball haTO tnaob pleararo in takiog tbe ofoal atope and toeing you at onr 
table at onr next mooting. 

1 Temaisi dear 6ir» 

TomTeatruU!i,, 

Mr. Morgan consolted several frionds as to the pro¬ 
priety of his declining the offer on the ground that His 
Excellency the Governor had no right to give away Mr. 
Oiffening’s seat to an Englishman, and that, therefore, he 
(Mr. Morgan) could not act for Mr. Swan. All who were 
consulted—-(Messrs. Smith and O’Halloran, several 
other merchants, Messrs. Fergnson,' Elliott, Swan, J. B. 
Misso, C. A. Loos, and James Stewart) thought with 
him that he should not accept the acting offer. He also 
saw Mr. Darley before be did anything and communi¬ 
cated his views to him. Mr. Darley (as true and thoroiigh 
an Englishman as the colo:^ ever knew) admitted the 
force of what Mr. Morgan urged but greatly wished ho 
would accept, and wrote several ‘ chits’ to that effect j 
one alnong them was this 

lf( Oetobtr, 18S1. 

Ut otAR Bib,—I Lave really felt ao macL diitvrbed by wbat yon eaid tbie 
^veiling, and 1 sboald to exceedingly regret tbat any contidoratious preveuiod 
yon from joining tbe Lcgitlativo Council that I write a line for the tolo pnrpoio 
of endetTOnring to pertnade yon to aooept office. It it equally important to 
every portion of the inliabitantt that to good and able a nian at you are 
flhonld be in a position to inflnonoo matters in a right direction, and I do not ^ 
think that yoo thpnid lot any minor contidemtionB prevent yoa from talung 
th^ oppoitnnity that is presentedj even thongb it it not precisely at you. 
deure. If any coxiceteion on my part wiU help the matter, I should not bo 
^spoeed to withhold it, but I feel oettnui that if yon enter the oonnoil 
now, your servioee will he of inch a notore at to enturo yon tbe first 
permanent ^pomtment that faUs vooant. Uy impression is that year 
presence in the cotmeii is more important at this moment than it may bo 
for some time to come. I do iberefore hope you will come In. I am not 
altogether unselfish or disintoretted in the advice. I am urging you, because 
of feeling my own slender qualificatioBi. X look forward with pleasure to 
the oj^ortonity of co-operating with you. 

we xue, 

Tours very rinoerely, 

(Signed) E. J. Diiiit. 
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In tHe meanwhile^ Mr. MspoCarthy’s letter had been 
answered in these terms t— 

COLOHBO, lit -October, 16S1. 
aeknowledgo the reoeipi oi your loiter of yOitordfty’o 
4iit# MWIIH Hif ExeeUoacy^o deoision to appoint Kr. Darioy ia 
the room of tM^te Hr. Giffening, and offering me a tempomry oeat during 
tlio abienoe of Ur. Swan. 

I ibonld bare been most ready and indood woold bare felt myself higblf 
honored by being selected in tbe room of Hr, Oiffening to fill the sett whioh 
ever since tbe eftablishmont of tbe connoil was devoted to and ooonpfod by 
one from the olass of European deecendants, but I rogret that 1 do not feel 
myself prepared for a mere temporary vaeaney to make that laorifioo of 
time and attention whkb the oorrect dischaige of my duties as member 
of coonoU would demand of me. 

Thanking Hie Excellenoy for the honor done me in making the offer, 

I an, &«., 

The Hon'Ke C. J. MaeOartby, Et(}vire. B. 7. UoBOAir, 

The answer Mr. Darley received was that the * acting^ 
offer had been promptly declined, that the step whether 
for good or for ovil had been taken. Mr. Darlej was 
most anxious that his friend should obtain a seat in the 
council, BO anxious that he himself called upon the 
Colonial Secretaiy and withdrew his claims for the 
permanent seat. He subsequentlj went to see Mr. 
Morgan 

which he expressed regret at the decision arrived at, 
and begged for a meeting in which the matter might 
*be discussed in a friendly way. 

The firmness displayed by Mr. Morgan in the interests 
of the burgher community was rewarded with suooes^ 
for almost immediately after Mr. MacCarthy wrote a 
semi’private note to Mr. Morgan as follows 

CoioKBO, October. 

MbvSxab Sib,—I rsoriTed joiu’ noto of t.hi« monting commanSoaUd 
its oontonU to tho Oorenor. 

Hii EzooUanor felt that tbe great dUBonlty ia the way of ymr 

appointment a pennaaent one me the promiae held ont to Ur. Darley that 
hie temporary appointment ahonld be confirmed on the flnt taeuey, a 
promiae which Hie Exaellenoy wu, of ooaree, boosd to fulfil. 


, but, not finding him at home, wrote a note in 
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The diffiotilty on thie head hoe, bowemi sisoe been temored bj the epon* 
taneone and re^ handsome ofler of Mr. Dorley himeelf, who, nnderetonding 
that jonr nomiimtioD permanently to the coonoil would pre latiefootioo to 
a large proportion of the inhabitoate, has begged to deolino in your fovonr 
the proferenoe which the Governor felt bound noder th^ civpunitaiioei to 
give to him. ' ! 

I have therefore now to offer yon a permanent instead of a temporary seat 
in the oonuoil, and on your dgnifjingtome yonr acceptance of the eome, will 
give the neoeMory instmotiona. 

1 remain, dear Bir, 

Yours very truly, 

It. F. Ff^wre. G. J. MacCahtmt. 

Of course, such a handsome offer could not but be accepted, 
and in the letter of acceptance the writer said, ‘ I regret 
that Mr. Darley should hare had to giro up his claims, 
but I think His Bzcellency will do me the justice to believe 
that in what I did, I was only actuated by a dbnse of 
duty.’ 

As legal business was on t^e 'order of the day’ for the 
2nd of October, Mr. Morgan took his seat before the 
warrant of appointment was ready. * Until this was 
ready) the oaths of allegiance and of office could not be 
taken, and business wm delayed for a time. Eventually 
the warrant was forthcoming and the legislature pro¬ 
ceeded with its duties. A melancholy interest attaches 
to this meeting of the council. Pitted one against the 
other, on official and unofficial sides of the house, were 
two youthful burgher lawyers, both under thirty years of ’ 
age—James Stewart and Richard Francis Morgan. The 
one was leader of the bar of the colony, the other first in 
£he unofficial (Ceylonese) community. They bad been 
rivals at school, where Morgan (through favoritism on the 
part of the master, Stewart alleged) achieved most distinc¬ 
tion. At the bar they seldom or never found themselves 
engaged as brethren in a law snit, but always on oppos¬ 
ing sides, and now they found themselves face to face, 
still opponents, on the fioor of the legislative assembly. 
Stewart, though only ' acting’ Queen’s advocate, was 

. 22 
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unbitiouB to initiftte certain legal reforms, wbilst the new 
Gkiyernor wae equally anxious to signalise his first 
session with measures of importance. The bills had 
alread 7 been read a first time, and the second reading 
was fixed for the day when the newly selected bnrgher 
member was to take his seat. Morgan criticized his 
friend’s measures with some severity, and noticed that, - 
whilst doing so, the acting Queen’s advocate turned . 
pale and seemed distressed. Fearing he had unwittingly 
in the warmth of debate wounded the amottr propr6 of 
his friend, Morgan, brought bis speech to a hurried 
conclusion. It was then found that, not the sharp 
thrusts of criticism, which he feared as little as most 
men, but the severe attacks of deep>robted disease bad 
caused Stewart’s agitation. He was conveyed from the 
council chamber to bis house, was found to be suffering 
from disease of the heart.* He lingered for six weeks 
and then died. 

# 

Twenty'Six years after, on the anniversary of flames 
Stewart’s death. Sir Richard Morgan penned the follow¬ 
ing remarks on his early friend’s decease. 'Stewart was 
buried with military honours, minute guns being fired 
as his body was being conveyed to the grave.’ Some 
yeara after Stewart’s decease, m allnsion to the death of 
„ his friend, Morgan wrote: ' The death of my poor friend 
was very disastrous tb me. I became first in nearly 
everything, had most things my own way, did not labour 
80 hard as I bad done before, as there was now no nece|- 
ai^, in short, I rapidly became fat and lazy.’ In con¬ 
sequence of Stewart’s death, the money bills were harried 
through oouncil, the legal bills were withdrawn, and the 
session brought to an abrupt termination. 

WhilM generally appreciated, Morgan did not take his 
seat as burgher representative without some opposition, 
especially from the 'Rmet and Examiner newspapers, 
journals which had supported the Government through- 
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oat the trpables of 1848*49; with eneers^ they won* 
dered what the former GoTemment woald say at the 
appointment, and what Lord Toningfton would think. 
This opposition, however, did not serve to detract front 
the fair fame of the rising lawyer, but as tho spots in the 
son serve to bring^oat with greater force tho brightness 
of that luminary, so the detraction to which Morgan was 
subjected served as a foil by which his virtues became 
more censpicuous. 

One of the few prizes open to Ceylon lawyers fell into 
Morgan’s hands soon after James Stewart’s death, viz., 
the post of standing counsel for tho Oriental Bank 
Corporation, on a yearly fee, bosides fees for each par¬ 
ticular case conducted or piece of advice given. Soon 
afterwards he was similarly retained by the Chartered 
Mercantile Bank of London and India, which had a 
branch in Colombo. 9 

In 1653, he suffered from serious illf^ess, on recovery 
from ;(vhich, the immediately succeeding remarks were 

* 2Qth Ju2y.—Unstable as ever and unsteady in eveiy- 
thing, years have elapsed since the last entry in my 
diaiy was made, years too of no ordinary importance. 1 
purpose re-writing a great portion of my journal in a 
more collected form, recording every incident of my life - 
of any moment. Snch an entry* may be useful to my 
dear children when I am no more, showing them the 
i^ks upon whioh 1 was well nigh splitting, and the 
means I have enjoyed of doing good.’ [This resolution 
was never carried out, save in a most meagre manner in 
1 875 . 3 . 'Leaving a space for this purpose, I shall pro¬ 
ceed at present to make a few entries of' certain recent 
events: 

' I have jnst recovered from a protracted and dangeroM 
fit of illness. I was acting as district judge for Mr. 
Temple all April and May, and the rainy weather usual 
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in May brought on a seyere cold and cough. , 1 felt aath> 
matic aymptomej and consulted Drs. Prins and Dickman 
who thought I had spasmodic asthma for which remodiea 
were applied. I got worse every day. 1 was capped and 
leeched, but to no purpose, and quite confined to my room 
from the 3rd June, when I ceased acting in court, Mr. 
Temple having returned. Dr. Elliott examined my chest 
with a stethoscope and discovered that I was labouring 
with pneumonia in the lower part of the left lung. I was 
bled copiously, andleeched severely, made to swallow large 
doses of tartar emetic, and put under a course of calomel 
which brought on speedy severe, very severe, salivation. 
My tongue and mouth were covered with sores, and I 
was wholly disabled from taking anything like solid 
food for weeks. I continued very ill for about a month 
—was removed for a change (on the 13th June) to the 
house of a friend in Marantlahn, and remained there till 
for a time when I rotumod home. It would be tedious, 
and perhaps iinnccessazy, to enter into details. /Suffice 
it to say that my medical men (Elliott, Prins and 
Dickman) whose attentions were unremitting, at one 
time thought I was in imminent danger of my life. 
An abscess burst; it was thought that the disease had 
reached the third stage of purulent infiltration, and that 
it was spreading over the left lung. Thanks be to that 
Providence, however, who has favored me with mercies 
from my youth upwards, in spite of my great unwordii- 
ness, I was spared yet awhile. I hope and pray t^o 
visitation will be productive of good. I shudder at the 
thought of the danger I have escaped. What if I were 
called in my state of unpreparedneas, in the midst of my 
manifold transgressions. Oh! the agony of being suddenly 
called to render one’s account f What could I say of the 
talents I have prostituted, the opportunities I have lost 
and abased, the warnings I have disregarded ? How 
could I have left my dear wife and my darling children 
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withoQt any hopes of ever meeting them again, for, oh! 
how could 1 desire a meeting with them heimfter, kDow> 
ing that eternal perdition was to be my lot. 

' A merciful God has, however, blessed the moans used 
for my recovery and spared me. May His grace be 
extended towards me and All me with lovo and gratitude 
to Him, may it enable me, through the mediation of 
my beloved Redeemer, to repent truly of my sins, 
earnestly purposing to lead a now life, with a stoadfast 
faith in His mercy, and to be in charity with all men. 
Whilst thankful for the mercy slv>wn me, and that I 
may yet enjoy and profit by the moans of gi'oco and the 
hope of glory, may I so live as to show that 1 indeed 
feel that it was good for me to have been afflicted that 
1 might learn the Lord’s will. “ Let it alone this year 
also,” may not be agfain said of mo if I continue to cum¬ 
ber the ground.’ n 

During this year (1853), a very handsome offer was 
made, to Mr. Morgan by Sir George Anderson, which is 
thus describedThe Governor expressed much sympathy 
during my illness and made frequent enquiries. 1 waited 
upon him therefore this day (26ih August) and had rather 
an interesting conversation with him. His Excellency 
mentioned that Mr. Stark had sent his application tho 
day before, praying to be allowed to retire on tho score, 
of ill-health. I mentioned that*it would give an open¬ 
ing to Mr. Temple, in which he concurred. He said 
pther vacancies would also take place shortly in tho 
snpreme court. I added that Mr. Selby would also be 
expecting to mount the bench. His Excellency added 
that when this took place he would bo very glad to see 
me appointed Qneen’s advocate, and would gladly do 
what he could to gain this object. I expressed my thanks, 
of course, but added that 1 was very fearful that if such 
were His Excellency’s intention he would not have an 
opportunity of serving me. He wanted to know why. 
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I explained to him that the office of Queen’s advocate was 
siwajs conferred on English barristers, and that the dis¬ 
cussion which took place owing to Mr. Selby’s appoint¬ 
ment in the course of the parliamentary investigation 
on Ceylon affairs was calculated to induce greater jealousy 
on the part of the mimstry in seeing that the appoint¬ 
ment was confined to the English bar. I added farther 
that it might not be perhaps deemed expedient to confer 
an office so eminently confidential on a colonial man. 
His Excellency replied that he conid not quite go that 
length with me, and that as respects the objection 
against colonial men, it was unfounded. Poor Stewart 
gave sufficient evidence of what colonial men were fit 
for, an^ His Excellency had no doubt but that I would 
be fully equal to the office, in many respects better than 
an English barrister. He went on paying me a hand¬ 
some compliment. 1 added that, of coarse, I was but too 
grateful to him for his kiud intentions, and hoped he would 
be able to serve me, and that 1 was more anxious fo get 
into place after my recent illness than 1 was before it. 

1 begged leave to add, however, (and I was enconraged 
to do so by what His Excellency said) that 1 still thought 
he might serve me effectually in another way which 
did not present so many objections as surrounded the 
office he proposed to confer on me. His Excellent 
said that he could not'see the difficulties which 1 did» 
but, of course, would be quite ready if he could seiVe 
me in any other way. He added that he unfortunately 
thought ill of our bar from all he had heard and seen 
about its members, but for that very reason he would' 
feel it his duty to advance my interests, entertaining 
the Opinion of me that' he did, This was his usual' 
day forMsitors, and I saw that I pnght not to remain 
much longer, and not wishing to enter into a disoassion' 
as to my anxiety to obtain the district court judgeship, 
which might have rendered it neooMary to explain why 
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I thonght tl\e place should not be conferred on a man in the 
seirice^ &c., I asked permission to state mj views 
in writing. Ho replied ' Certainly/ and wished me at 
the same time to give the pro* and con* as to the proba- 
bility'of my getting the office of Queen’s advocate. I said 
1 wcftiJd do BO. He then said that I should bring the 
thing before him at the very time when an opening 
existed, when I thought he could secure me the offer. 
He was besieged with applications and, therefore, I 
should not fail to let him know exactly when the time 
<»me that he could do then something for me, and that I 
depend on his anxiety to serve me at all times. 

A desultory conversation on other matters ensued, and 
I bowed and retired.’ 

I 

Tbe Legislative session of 1854 was a noteworthy one 
in Ceylon annals, and, by tbe dongbty doeds be performed, 
Morgan showed the sterling ntnS of which be was made. 
Minor courts for the punishment of off^hces and for the 
recovery of small amounts, police conrta and courts of 
requests as they were termed, were established. A bill, 
dealing with the fixed establishments of tbe colony, was 
before the House, and the opportunity was takeu to 
endeavour to sever the connection between church and 
state. As a lawyer, Morgan’s ability and experience in 
regard to the first named m^sure was of great service, . 
whilst in regard to a ' free dmlch in a free state’ his 
enlightened Christianity proved to he not loss serviceable. 

^ On the SOth of August, whilst the House was in 
committee on the bill * to make farther provision touch¬ 
ing fn'ooeedings in police courts’ the burgher member 
moved tbe insertion of two clauses, as follows :— 

' Bvery person on trial in any police conrt shall be 
permitted to defend himself either personally, or by an 
advocate or proctor. And tbe said police courts may 
allow any prosecution to be condneted by an advocate or 
proctor. Bat nothing herein 'contained shall be deemed 
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to diepenso with the presence of any prosecutor or 
defendant/ 

* All advocates and all proctors entitled to practise in 
the supreme court shall be allowed to practise in any 
police Courtand all proctors entitled to practise in any 
district courts shall be allowed to practise in any police 
court within fifty miles of such district court/ 

In support of these Mr. Morgan spoke for an hour 
most felicitously and most effectively. So much so that 
at the close of the speech, after the motion had been 
seconded and briefly spoken to, the colonial secretary 
moved an adjournment for a week ' to give time to 
consider in detail the arguments so ably stated by the 
honorable and loaruod gentleman (Mr. Mor^n) / 

During the interval much interest hod been excited 
in regard to the suggested amendments, and when the 
council mot after adjournment, petitions from various 
parts of the country, but particularly from Moorish and 
other traders, wore presented in support. Upeyo the 
resumption of the debate some excellent speeches were 
delivered, aud at length Mr. Morgan rose to defend the 
clauses he had submitted. The speech is a very 
good one, [readers will be able to judge for themselves 
as it is included in vol. 11.] and is thus borne testimony 
to by one who listened to it'Mr. Morgan especially rose 
with the occasion and ^convinced all present that he was 
not only a learned man but a ready man, a perfect master 
of fence, and his reply was a splendid specimen 
extemporary intellectuid gladiatorship. — had made 
a auistake, and Mr. Morgan did not fail to take advant> 
age of the error. The retort was polished but fright¬ 
fully keen.' More than that:. what is very rare in 
debating assemblies, the speech was convincing and 
influenced at least one vote, for the Colombo Observer 
of that date says that Mr. Saunders went to council 
with prejudices against 'the amendment but deter- 
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mined to hear and decide. He listened, and after Mr. 
Morgan’s speech, was convinced. When the division 
took place the numbers on either side were equal and 
the Governor, after considerable hesitation (after waiting 
twenty minutes, and considering the whole while, one 
record states) said, ’ I am called on to give my casting- 
vote. I give it against the amendment.' 

Nothing discouraged by this result, Mr. Morgan 
moved another amendment, viz. that ' authorized agents' 
(no person being deemed an ‘ authorized agent within 
the meaning of this ordinance e»;ept an advocate or 
proctor*) have the privileges mentioned in the previous 
motions. Practically this proposal was the same as 
that which had* just been rejected. This amendment 
was carriedf the Government agent for the western 
province voting for it, and turning the scale in favour 
of the opposition. The victory was an important one, 
and was gained almost entirely by the ^splendid abilities 
of on; man, and that man the burgher member of the 
council. 

The debate on disestablishment was a feature of this 
session. By common consent, the most powerful speech 
in respect to argument (in giaceful flowers of rhetoric 
it hod to yield to one othOT) was that of Mr. Morgan’s.' 
Only by the barest possible majority was a victory on. 
this question secured for the continuance of grants from 
tht) general revenue in aid of religious teaching and 
yorship. 

In December 1854 entries in his common-place book 
were resumed by Mr. Morgan. On the 4th of that 
month, a long and not unimportant entry appears, which 
runs thus ’:— 

‘ A perusal of Hanna's interesting memoirs of Dr. 
Chalmers has impressed me again (I hope the impression 
will not prove a transient one) with the impropriety of 

(1) ThU fpeeo)! io rohno^ II. 
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not continuing regular entries in my diary. S.uch entries 
as tbe Doctor used to make, as well of passing events 
as of the trials to which he was subject, and in particular 
the agitations of his mind, awakened him to a sense of 
the danger which surrounded him and could not fail to 
prove interesting in after life. With Divine aid, the 
same thing may prove profitable in leading mo to j. 
sense of the error of my ways. 

‘ 1 must trust to time to bring up arrears; I bogin as 
with the present. 

‘ Up at 6, spent portion of my time in gardnuiug; 
then writing an answer for the Olxenr-r tu the uastnrlij 
attack made on Darloy in Friday’s Tiimn. A. very woi-thy 
man is parley. Would that land all the menibnrs of' onnil 
were as clear-hcadcd, as pum and good-hearted, lUid a** 
liberal-minded as he undoubt(;«lly is. Then consnlic:? 
with Darley and Prins about cjuses. flurried to the 
court where I wp„s engagod in a resumed trial fr'>m Fri¬ 
day, Cross V. Another. 1 think oiir’s the houest sitlr, 
and, acting on my own‘responsibility, did not call ’'’id- 
encefor defence. Judgment postponed, 1 ut must be for 
our side. Came homo at 4. Studied case for ouin-on 
on Wilson v. Madras Mortgage question. Whether baul.- 
ruptcy in Madras will affect judgment and execution 
(upon special mortgage) for land here. Spc.it evening in 
reading Observer and Qiiarterly Review for September. 
Olwemr has a bad and ungenerous article on the sclibol 
commission, particularly the attack on Mr. Boake ; the 
article was very bad. 

‘ 5ik December .—No district court to-day, Lavillier 
pleading indisposition. Judges of supreme courts uot 
ready in my interlocutories, so had only a paltry police 
court case. Betumed early and employed myself in 
arranging papers and answering letters. Reading 
Chalmers also. 

* Qth Dsemher.—Went to council and heard, after 1 got 
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there^ that it was postponed owing to the illness of Mr. 
MacCarthy Vind the General. Kot sorry, as I want to get a 
little speech ready for the chnrch question. Had a chat 
with Messrs. Gibson, Selby and C. P. Layard, regard¬ 
ing the school commission. The first admits the defect 
of the present board, bat predicts mach greater evil from 
a single man. I argue that erorything will depend on 
the choice, and there will be little help if he proves a 
bad ono, whereas there is not equal danger in a board. 

' Came homo early after seeing F. and having chat 
I'p-pectiiig the Tmc*' shamefal atta(jk on Darley and A.’s 
Irking up ’ ' 'mself tho imputation of broach of con- 
fidimee. ft is thus " C/Ouscieiice doth make cowards of us 

..11.'' fn the oveuir j chatted with-, and read the 

fi fiiiU'u’r and finished iho last Quarterly.’ * 

iu 18").5, tho sufferings of the albed forces 
«'i th'’ Orimonu war attracted attention in Ceylon as 
■ 'so.vboro in the BritisU uoiniri'ins, and a patriotic fund 
was held in Colombo in thd proceedings at 
\Y ich* Mr. Morgan look part. Sir Charles MacCarthy 
eiiido r'lo best speech, but for oratorical display he was 
run very close by Mr. Morgan. At this time Morgan's cor- 
i 'spot'denco was marvellously largo and continued so till 
b>s death. Iu tho following year his communications 
.mast bave been enormous, for over thousand letters dated 
'7 S'remain, all of which required and seem to have 
fleivod uuswors. Naturally, the major portion of them 
telated solely to bnsiness, fees, cases in appeal and the 
Ifl'o Out tiiany contain records of kindly acts, such as 
Ru aekiiowludgment from tho (then) chaplain of Trinity, 
for the aid rendered in obtmning him that post; others 
from the head master of St. Thomas' school, acknowledg¬ 
ing receipt of fees for some scholars whose payments, 
through unexpected poverty, had fallen into arrears, and 
another fi'um Edinburgh in which an offer of pecuniary 
aKsistance was respectfully declined, whilst a position in 



180 


LIFE OF SIB B. UOBQAK. 


the educational establishment^ which had been obtained^ 
was thankfully accepted. Amongst the letters received 
worthy, from intrinsic merit and graceful bye^play, of 
quotation, are some from Mr. C* A. Lorenz, then on a 
visit to Amsterdam. The first is as follows 

AmstbbUAM, Stul U<treh 1856. 

Mt DtAZ Mr. MoBoiN,-*yon mo«t omko sll duo ftUowftncefl to a poor 
fellow who hu boeii koocking about Europe at a mott bewildering rate for 
aometimej and who, in addition to the annoyance of not being able to keep op 
hie oorreepondonce, hae to put tip with the odditionaJ vexation of having 
pMiod BO me of the meet notable plaeei without ceoing anything more 
remarkable than a few cannon b and few charob epiros and a coaplo of old 
women or lOj'^wife being reported tick at Amaterdam, and the utmoet 
deipatch roquirod. Wife, howoter, being hereelf again, and the fire lit, and 
the kettle aboiUng, 1 ' write you theee few lince ho^ng youraelf and family 
ore oil quite well, ae this leavei ne here.' I hare had no letter from yon, 
although by lost moU no leu than eovon detpatchoi ponred down upon my 
devoted h/Hid, each one eontainlng a fnU and detailed oocoant of poor B.'e 
miefortnno. * Mn. B. died from poieonizig adminietered by a relative, who 
waf hanged for it,’ in addition to which 1 have hod this day, after both E» 
and myeelf thought wc bod got over tho ebook pretty fairly, a tremendoua 
letter from a friend in London, encl<teiig a clip of the Observe of last mail, 
oontaining another dolled ncconnt and eent np to me with au endonemont 
in large round hand, warning me to take oare bow I break the dreadfol intel« 
Ugenoe to Mre. Lorenz. 1 reepeet B. very mucb, and rogrot hie itifc’e 
death very muob indeed, but 1 confeu, I can’t etand thie-^nd all thit preface 
1 have written, in order to ehew you that, however welcome a note from you 
would have been at any time, one at the present cririf, containing, as J am 
sure it would have done, another Mailed occount and ombellishod as it 
would have been with your fomons black borders, would have been a 
decided nuisance. 8o * 1 am very much obliged to you, all the some.^ 

When lost in London I could hear nothing about C^lon, with the excep* 
tion of Sir H. Ward’s i^^poiubmcnt. 1 called on Sir Anthony Oliphant, who 
said that in oaae the Govemmont here are willing to employ me, ho would 
give me a character. Perfect good nature in him, for he knows os much of <no 
as the man in tho moon, jud^ng from his haring talked to me for half an 
hour, SB the son o! his respected friend Baron Lorens of the Capo of Gcor' 
Hope. But things bc^n to lo^ blooming for Ceylon, I should say, 
Liord John BusselJ is the secretary for the colonies, and Auatio Layard, 
under secretary, and these two wiseacres may be able to knock out something 
excellent between thorn. If you can find in any of your books that profes* 
sionsl judges ore mentioned in Magna Chskrta, don’t fail to refer to it in your 
next petition: Hwill go down like shot with Lord John. Ton could tell 
Austin Lgyard that the great huB with wings at Ninov^ was a type of a 
lawyer, and refer to the ancient Assyrism ouitom of tarmg and feathering 
lawyers os a proof of the oirenmstanoo. With two snob facts, you will be 
able to play the very mischief with all the ehil serrioe. 
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Coming bftck to myeelf by an enay dewent £rom the last two oelobniiof»I 
umet, in strict confidence, tell yon that I am qnietly going to aUp in a momo« 
rial on my own behalf, and 1 dare eay with the aaaista&ce of tho old judge, 
who knew my father, tho Baron, eo intimately al hie caatlc in Bloom Fontem, 
may be able to get a hearing. If -id, and if my memorial ia referred to 
Ceylon, will yon etand my friend in reiom for all I have done for yon to 
England (ahem) and pnt in a kind word hero and a kind word there for me ? 
'Yon will be Sir Henry Ward's right hand man, I dare say, >nd a bint from 
yon will suffice-^itom, a wink to MaeCarthy, who may remember mo as tho 
irery offident eeoretary of the Colombo Atbenomm, and a groat admirer of 
bin handsome lady who always sat opposite me at St. Peter's. 

Sebastopol is not teken yet, bnt will be. Tbe king of Holland ia a uophew 
of the old villain Nioholas, and all tho people hero aro Prussians. But the 
king of Holhmd has been and committed a dreadful murder (so they say) on 
an adjutant Boroll down at a brotbol in the Hogue, nnd divaodter (the Dntch 
Punch) ha£ comoout strong on thosubjoct. 1 have mode a note of it for 
future uao oguinst precocions Dutobmon, who would argue on matters which 
they have no concern in. What a precioui eot they have, to bo sure, with 
thoCoar, tho king of Prussia, his murderous majesty of thel^othorlandf, 
and Ijord Olonricarde in England. 

Jenny Lind sang here lost night, but oa fate would have it, wo could not 
go. She sings again on (as onnoosced in German) >9onna&snd, end Mrs. L. 
wishes to settle tho question first, whether fiV^nnobsnd means Sunday evening 
or Sunday eve, preparatory to making^p her mind. I am anziouidy await* 
ing the result. Sunday concerts and bal masques arq^all tho go hoie. 

(From so^ne to (he sonts.) 

Amstsbom, \0th Inarch 1855. 

Thanks for your efforts about Voet. 1 bavo this moment received vifi 
Southampton a note from our esteemed friend, your brother, who says tho 
book is not out as yet. I got out 150 pages of it in three weeks $ and A. has 
not deme half a dosen for three yean. 1 shall, I cspoct, ait down with 
unutterable glee, on my return, to eorroct tbe proofs at the same place T hod 
given op some three years ago. Tandorlindon I havo begun, and perhaps 
would havo finished, bnt for my long trip last month to England. 1 had 
begun at page M and am revelling in the delightful mazes of Nojuphossewal 
on^ntge 208, but to make the thing complete, 1 abal] Ukc. to pick out bits 
here and tbero about jurisdiction and conflict, Ac. in the provioue pages, 
which you know are useful. You will be pleased to hear that 1 translated 
half a dozen pages at a run without referring to a dictionary, and things have 
come to such a puss that my wife actually laughed outright a few days ego, 
08 she found Bredm and myself gravely conrorsing for neoriy half an hour 
in good (P) Dotch^I con ring half a dozen street ballads, can imitato uU 
the street ones, can rood the CourantquHe seriously, and cun, if 1 choose (bnt 
I don't) swear in a manner perfectly horrible. Bnt with all these advantages, 

1 am afraid I can'i finish the book before 1 leave England. Another book is 
over. Index, pn^kce, dedieution and alL Tbe index is a perfeot master- 
fneoe as you will see. I have now only to see tbe revise, and you will have it 
by a mail or two. We heard Jenny Lind oa Saturday last, and her husband. 
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Herr Ooldimidt i the; vere both Tory good* Two yean ago 1 ehcmld have 
been able to write yoo three pegee of deecriptioa on inbjoot, bat I am 
now thmngbly oeod np, and nothing abort of a new option of Orotina will 
etartlo mo. 

A third letter was as follows 

Kb58inoton, Mh June 1366* 

My dbab Mb* Mobgajc»^I havo moat oarefnUy pemsod the Rajawella eaie 
na reported in the Observer according to your advice, and feel quite refraabed 
after it. Mr. Temple told me that bo waa retained for the 0* B* C. in the 
oaac, and I promiaed to aoe him ae aoon oe ha abonld get hia brief. 1 am 
quite aorrj thnt all mybooki, nearly two^ihlrda of thoae mentionod in V. d. 
Lindcn^a introdnotion, are ehipped and gone .* or 1 ehoold have been able to 
mahe myaolf acmewhat naefnl, for you have no idea (oh! by the way, I abonld 
not apeak that way thoogb, 1 was going to aay, you have no idea how much 
taw there ia In the HoUauwhe conanltation end in Lormio and Vandar* 
Berg ? but, of courae you will ezenaa, mo.) At proaant I have the Jim 2. Proef* a 
good edition of the oorpoa (lagevair 1661, and V. d. Linden*! eupplemant to 
Toal, and I ahall have a look at them aa regarda the *right of one executor 
to aell, and tho force of promiaea nod ao forth, and if anything turna up, 
Doff ahall have the benefit of It. I My, Ur. Morgan, won*t we have a go at 
flrat claaa plantation (nz bags to each of the defendant’s oouuol) as aoon 
as wo have Uoked thorn in the Pri^ Couaoil, with plenty of cream and 
loaf sogar, and a wee bit of cinnamon to give it a ftavonr ? 

Aa regards my ratjim home, things don’t look very prosperous, I met 
Sir Anthony Olipbant some timo ago, who told mo 1 shotild go a second time 
to Downing street and interview the—under^eecretory, and I dreamt that 
night some inooherent dreams about Colt’s revolvers and a quaking Iriahman 
fainting into a basket of waite«paper, and afterwards hanging himself to a 
lamp post in Downing street with a bit of red tape. 

I got 0 letter one morning whioh nearly frightened Sllen ont of bar wits, 
baring a la^ black seal with the Bedford arms and with motto (the suida 
savia—or ** key Sarah! * Sarah,* ” as Ura. Hams a^ to Ura. Oomp, when 
■ho asked her for the latch key) and the ominous words ** J. Enssell” at the 
eomor. 1 opened it and found a piece of red tape carefnlly worked up into 
the form of letter, whioh when combined into words read as follows : dem 
ocJoniol fellah 1 dA’t know yon; speuk to tbo gtrvner about ye. Tewi sdrry 
to say so’'-'^d in the moonwhila the late chief justice of BriUsh Guiana 
quotes my book hi a cose before the Queen’s Privy) OounoO and gets judg^ 
meut. So let B. do his worst, there are relics of joy. B. dreams 
that council whioh he cannot destroy, which ongni a name that shall 
loudly be snag long after B.'t dust shall have stopped up a hole. 

The old OovemoT has not arrived in London aa yet. They say be is oil 
wrong in mind and body, ent up at bis own bod monagemont in Ceylon, and 
desirous o! drowning his sorrow to the ehas^. wines of the continent. I 
don’t believe It. t think a Bengal civil aerrant ought tq be proof against 
such maudlin seufciment. 1 mw L. some days ago by amdeat at Netting 
Hill, lie spoke of Baliag’i obBdree, whom bis friends are willing to send to 
Sogluud. When are you going to send yovs P 
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Do yon read the debutet in the Houm of Commoae f They are tery exciting 
at tbe present moment. Tbe aUlod foroes bave stormed Malakoff and been 
ropnlsed witb considerable loes, wbicb ihoy are czpoetod to pay off with 
oomponm] interest when they got at it next. Tbe attack took place on the 
18th of Jono unhappily enongb. The massacre at Hnngo will play the deuce 
with the Busunna when tbe allies next meet thorn. Wo have often disoussod 
tho plan of going to tho Crimoa» wife and 1, one b^enlisting as a suldior or a 
navvy, and tbe other as a nurse under Kim Nightingalo. 1 am only afraid of 
the shook it would givo Lord John and the whole oolooial office. 

It is summer at present, and with h voogoance. it is somotimos warmer 
than the warmest day I rememhor in Ceylon, and by way of making up, it is 
sometimes cold enough to make one's teeth chatter all at onco. 

Tho Bajawena case alluded to in the first parag^ph 
of the last quoted letter was a cause ceUlyrc in Ceylon. A 
coffee estate of large extent and great value was tho 
bone of contention between certain executors of the 
original (then docoasod) proprietor. Money for the upkeep 
of tho estate had been advanced by tho Oriental Bank 
Corporation, and eventually, in satisfaction of claims 
from the bank, the estate was put up for fiscal’s sale 
and sold. One of the executors, Mr. ^indsay, on his 
retun], from England, where ho had made financial 
arrangements, was startled to find that the estate had 
been seized. Proceedings for recovery were immediately 
commenced, and Mr. Morgan, with tbe Queen’s advocate, 
was retained for the bank. Loading on the other side 
was Mr. Morton, an advocate from Calcntta. On tho 
day that Mr. Morton was formally sworn as an advocate 
of the supreme court, Morgan’s lAcntal comments, as he 
witnessed the proceeding was, ‘ A fine inteUectual look* 
ijig man. I cannot furbish my weapons too keenly.* Tho 
trial took place in the district court of Kandy, and 
occupied a great many days in hearing. On his speech 
during the course of the trial Morgan was highly com¬ 
plimented by his own leader, Mr. Queen’s advocate Selby, 
and generally was considered very successful. Tho 
case was onh in which he had taken a great deal of 
interest, and for the accomplishment of which he had 
exerted all his powers. Cons^nently, when the proceed- 



184 


LIFE OF SIS S. MORGAN. 


iugs of tbe Stay were orer be was .complete!}; prostrated, 
fits of vomiting occurring at intervals till late in the 
evening. The attack, however, was only of short dura¬ 
tion. Judgment was given ten days after in favour of 
the bank, but waa appealed against, confirmed in the 
supreme court, yet once more put in appeal and sent to 
tho Lords, of the Privy Council, where we shall after¬ 
wards meet it. 

A battle which had been raging for twelve years was 
decided this year, and victory secured in the person of 
Morgan, which contributed to bring him more promi- 
uently before the public than he had hitherto been. On 
one hand were ranged the members of the civil service, 
with t^o OQ their side,—tho ' thing that is* is 

a more powerful ally than can be conceived by those who 
have not resided in a despotically-ruled country,—con¬ 
tending that civilians only*ehouId occupy the po^t of dis¬ 
trict judges. Arguing to the contrary were the members 
of the bar and British merchants, an unusual cojubina- 
tion, urging that only professional judges should, at least, 
sit on the bench of tho chief court of original jurisdiction 
in the island where great shipping and mercantile inter¬ 
ests were often at stake, and which trained and experi¬ 
enced intelligence alone was able to cope with. In 1844 
tho conflict began; in 1856 it was over, and the party of 
progress had won. Towards the end of 1855 a new 
Governor had arrived, a liberal politician, a whilom mem¬ 
ber of Parliament, a man of great physical activity a^d 
much energy. Sir Heniy Ward’s coming galvanized the 
sleepy hollow which the island had become under the 
kindly but fettered and unambitious sway of the Bengal 
civilian who in decrepit old age had been sent to rule the 
colony.* The island was refreshed and brightened by 
the new Governor’s coming, as a fresh healthy breeze in 
u long closed room drives away malevolent odours and 
disturbs long quiescent dust. 
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The existing incombent of the Colombo district court 
bench had*given notice of retirement, and in July Sir 
Hemy Ward * sounded^ Mr. Morgan as to whether he 
would accept the soon-to-be vacant office. With his 
large practice at the bar acquiescence would involve 
large pecuniary loss to Morgan, whilst, on the other hand, 
to a Ceylonese lawyer the prospect which was exhibited, 
for the district court was a stepping-stone to the supreme 
court bench, was most alluring. Furthormoro, thoro was 
the consideration to be mot and faced that, in accepting 
judicial office with the paths openii^ out from the parti¬ 
cular lino to which he was drawn, Morgan was turning 
back upon himself and upon bis career of independence 
of which he had not long previously been very proud. The 
radical principles in politics, too, which had bcen^o dear 
to him must now be thrust in the background, as, oven 
if cherished in his owu breast, they could not be intro¬ 
duced into the council of the sacerdotal caste of officials, 
who rule Englaud^s crown colonies, atriving from the 
homo*country for this special pui*poso. Democratic ten¬ 
dencies and popular aspirations cannot live in such an 
atmosphere. The high priests of political state-craft 
are as little tolerant of popular movements and democratic 
reformers as Boman infallibility and Jesuit priests arc of 
men thinking for themselves in the matter of religion. 

All this must have pressed upqp Morgan's mind with 
unwonted force, as ho sat cogitating within himself as to 
the course he should adopt. Only a little time before, 
in attached friend, Lawrence Oliphant,—who has since 
made a name for himself as a litterateur, Timey commis- 
sioner, diplomatist, and in other ways—had written to 
Morgan,' I am as groat a radical as ever, and 1 hope you 
stick to your colours/ Mr. Oliphant, as private secretary 
to his father, the chief justice of Ceylon, had been a 
warm friend and earnest counsellor to ' the opposition’ 
daring the difficulties and troubles of 1848-81. Ho 
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entertained so lively a recollection of that troublous time 
that he subsequently wrote,' I shall be veiy glad to hear 
from you whenever anything agitates the community.’ 
Whilst there was all Morgan's past history to restrain 
him from accepting office, whilst this solitaty voice 
from England was ringing in his ears, calling upon 
him to remain faithful to principles which had fascinated 
his early youth and in the promulgation of which he had 
gained great glory, a strong current had set in the other 
way. First and foremost Morgan was (though he would 
not admit this to himself) anxious for office, and in this 
he was only faithful to tho aspirations of every member 
of on Asiatic community in a state of society where the 
only avenue for advancement is in official ranks and by 
favour«of the king and his counsellors. Independent 
advancement was unknown, and in the Ceylon of 1800 
to 1860 independent careers were only in a nascent con¬ 
dition. It is, therefore, scarcely matter for blame, though 
it may be occasiou for regret, that Morgan, in tho fi esh- 
ness of his yet oarly manhood—^he was now thirty- 
four,-—should yield to this influence, and, as he phrased 
it in a letter to his English friend Parley, ' take the 
shilling.’ 

Tet stronger, however, was the pressure brought to 
bear upon him from tho outside. The bar, who saw in 
Morgan’s appointment, the securing of a triumph they 
had fought strongly to obtain, urged him to accept offipe, 
his English friends with whom he had been banded 
in tbe constitutional struggle with the authoriti^ 
saw no objection to his taking office ; the European mer¬ 
chants, who had allied themselves with a class of whom, 
genercdly, they speak in terms of anything but corditJ 
approvalj^ to secure a professional judge on the Colombo 
district court bench, thonght it was Morgan's duty to 
accept the offer, and told him so, while, strongest of all, 
the Coylonese generally—who were then almost entirely 
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excluded from any save tke most inferior offices,—were 
anxious that their claims to a share in ruling (sroles and 
the possession of high judicial power should be recognized 
in Morgan’s acceptance of the proffered office and hon¬ 
our. Among a host of letters received at this time, the 
one immediately to be quoted may be sheeted, not only 
for the sound counsel contained in it, but also for the 
shrewd prediction which tho writer made, but which ho 
did not live to see fulfilled. 

At that time, when the Eurasians of India and their 
cousins-German in Ceylon, the burghers, had made no 
conspicuous mark in continent or island history, when 
they were looked upon as a feeble and inconsequential 
folk, to have prophesied that ono of them would become 
a Knight of the 'British Empire, required u'husual 
acquaintance with tho merits of individuals and of the 
class as well as uncommon^ shrewdnoss. These Mr. 
Darloy possessed, and though a British merchant not 
trammelled by race prejudices, he coul^ hopefully look 
forward to a great future for the class of which his friend 
Morgan was a conspicnoua example of ability and 
honesty. Mr. Darley wrote 

Clafham Paak^ 

Mt D1A& Morgan,^! hftre always beau intoidiog to write to you, but I 
will not DOW let aootber mail loare witboat thanking you for yours of tfae 
25tb July* the reoolpt of wbicb afforded mo rory great pleasuro, not alone 
OB acoonnt of the intelligonoe it oonreyed, bgt, also, beoaufo it brought to 
mind pleasant rocoUectiona of the post. 

TIio ahadow of the coming erent baa boon perceptible for some time, and 
I am therefore not suisiied to learo that you have ae you express it * taken 
tA) shilling/ 1 always knew that if yon were spared, thiaarent must happoo, 
bpt 2 used to try to forget it, and to think that the time was distwt whon any 
consideration would induce you to enliat. Your cordial co.operatiou and con- 
made me iu this matter somewhat selfish—but 1 also feared that the 
independent element in the couneii would be eerioualy weakened by your 
retiremeDt whenever it might happe&'^or 1 doepured of soeing any one 
aeleeUd from among those whom you are understood to represent, who 
would diecharge the dutiee with any approach to your own ability and isde* 
pendenoe. Not that I wish to be undentood to euggeeb that the poet of 
LeguletdTe eounciliot in Ceyloa is intriofioally iaportaoWf^ it is oertoinly 
Botso—but itoert^y does po t ee s a degree of importMoe, inasmuch as 
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it iSToIm all the direct power ol interference in the gOTmuent of tlie 
iiltuid wbich the people poeeeee. ' 

As to thS proprietg end erpodienog of joor oeoepting the appointment 
offered yon, I do not tMnk ^tere can be room for two opinione in tho mind 
of any who are weU acquainted with Ceylon* Ths oommunity are now, and 
wU] be for years, too poor and too low in nnmber to afford you profeBsioua) 
adrantagee that would compare with the district eoart now, and the aopretno 
court and Sir R. F, Horpan, looming in the fntore. X congratulate yon 
upon tho appointtsent and upon the manner in which it hoc been conferred^ 
for I know yoa will raloo your anteoedonte too highly to fail to qualify 
youreelf by application to fill tho larger sphere of action that will be before 
yon, to the adrantogo of tbe peoplo among whom your lot is cast. 

Yon? position in the council 1 can easQy itaagme yon will feel to bo rather 
a diSoult one, and to bare escaped from this, would it not have boon well to 
hare saked the Qovemor*s permission to resign the moment yon accepted 
efiioe f The public bare no claim upon yon. If yon try to serve them they will 
not recognise yonr efforts, and if yon sucoood in sorring them they will repay 
yon with detraction. 7 tbtnk that yon might have so put this matter to tbe 
Governor, that, being a roan of high ^rit and honorable in his nature, be 
would iifstantly have aocepted yonr resignation and that yon oonld sot, l>y 
tendering it, have suffered in tbe estimation of any. 

It is no cause for wonder that under tho influence of 
all these circumstances the non-official loader of the bar 
should consent«to throw aside his gown^ give up his 
pleadings^ and sit (as is the wise custom of judges in the 
East in inferior courts) gang wig and robos^ upon tho 
bench to decide casos similar to those in which he had 
formerly taken an active part. The offer of the Govomor 
waSj theroforo, accepted^ and as soon as tbe acceptance 
became known, congratulations &om all quarters flowed 
in upon him ; the most original, and certainly not the least 
cordial, was tho mark of rejoicing from a brother burgher, 
then acting as district judge of Chilaw. Mr. liorenz 
thus signifiod his dolight in a pen-and-ink sketch, whioh 
has been reproduced ia^ac simile 



UOOltAYn! 


My dear Governor, , 

ffAe language at my command couldn't do it. But Pve 
tried it in a eketch. 8o I sayg Hooray again ! ■ 

Youre very nincerely, 

G. A. LOHENZ. 

July 1856. 

The members ol the bar testified their pleastire in 

an address to the Governor which was in the following 
terms® 

IUt it PiuBt Tor* Eiciitti.cT.-We the oadenigDed edfoatto* aod 
PTOCton of the difewnt coorte of thit i^d bef U. wait on your BxceUency 
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is mpdot of the obui^ jiut affocied ia beaoli of tbe diairict court of 
Colombo, with the requeet that 700 maj be pleaeed to* 00&707 to Her 
Mejeety’e SeoTetar7 of State for the eoloniesp oar taoei gntefnl aclmowled^* 
meats for the great benefit conferred on the pabUo bj conceding to them, in 
deference to their often erpreeeed wiehee, the prmoiple of filling up the office 
of the district judge of Colombo bj a profeericmal lawyer, a oonoeeaion which 
oannot bat be highly rained by the oommnnity u ^cnlated to place the 
adminijtratiOD of jnitioe in the important and popnlone diatrict of Colombo 
on a firm, certiun, and catiifaotory baeia. 

While we thne offer oar acknowledgneate to Her Majeety’e Secretary 
of State, W6 oannot refrain from oxpreesing onr wannest thanke to year 
£xcelloBoy for the selaotion to that office from among the local bar of our 
acknowledged leader, Mr. Richard Morgan, in whoeeialeote ae a lawyer and 
Integrity as a man the pnblio and onreeWes hare the most nnbonnded 
confidence. ^ 

The merchants and other friends signified their delight 
in a more substantial manner. A subscription list was 
opened^ and in a rery little time £700 were contributed. 
At first it was proposed to obtain a magnificent piece of 
plate with this amount, but Judge Morgan’s family 
was growing up, and ha had set his heart upon his 
sons and daughters having advantages in the matter 
of education in England, which straitened moa;}s had 
rendered impossible for himself. His wishes became 
known to the committee, and the amount subscribed was 
funded for the education of his eldest son, Richard 
Hillebrand. A full account of the meeting at which the 
presentation took place appears in the appondix, but 
it may be here stated that the speech in acknowledge 
ment was pecnliarly feeling and appropriate, and couched 
in most modest terms. After alluding to the difficulties 
inseparable from a legal career in the resentments which 
a faithful performance of doty frequently engenders, and 
speaking of the anxiety with which he had accepted 
office.' lest when I come to be weighed in the balance I 
should be wanting,’ Mr. Morgan proceeded, 'Gentlemen, 
I accepf thankfully the testimonial that my friends are 
pleased to present me. 1 shonld ill requite your Idnd* 
ness, did I not frankly state that I heartily agree to the 
mode in which you desire to invest the liberal sum sub- 
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scribed. A seirice of plftte to one of habits and 
those in which I hope to see my famil/ grow up, will 
be perfectly valueless. It would conduce more to our 
real good, our lasting benefit, that it should be invested 
in the way yon proposed. Let it form a fund laid out 
on trust, to be used, if need be, for the education of my 
eldest son; and should it not be necessary to employ it 
for this object, which I hope and trust it will not be, 
then to be paid him, principal and accumulated interest, 
on his attaining his majority, to aid him in his advance¬ 
ment in life. I pray that this act of liberality will bo 
an inducement to him in after-life to strive to make 
some requittal for the kindness shown to his father, by 
devoting his energies in the service and for the benefit 
of his fellow men.’ ’’ 

Not called upon to assume office at once, oppor¬ 
tunity was given to Advocate Morgan to work off the 
large number of appeals which had been entrusted to 
him, the judges of the supremo court facilitating this 
arrangoment by agreeing to hear first the cases in 
which he w^s engaged. He^ also sat for tho last time 
on the unofficial side of tho Legislative Council, and 
in this capacity spoke against the railway construction 
ordinance which- had been introduced by Government. 
It was not that he objected to the construction of rail¬ 
ways, or was, in the slightest degree, an enemy to modem 
progress. It was the mode in which tho work was pro¬ 
posed to bo done which aroused his antagonism. A oom- 
pftny was to be formed in England, upon whose outlay 
up to £1,200,000, or even an unlimited sum, a guarantee 
was to be given by tho local Government of interest at 
6 per cent. Control was to be exercised by the Execu¬ 
tive Council, a coterie of half-a-dozen gentlemen who, in 
addition to advising the Glovemor on all matters of im¬ 
portance, are likewise heads of large departments, and 
who, if faithful stewards, are greatly burdened with work. 
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Mr. Morgan objected both to the goarantee and to 
the controlling board. In the coarse of a comparatively 
short speech he said The question then presents 
itself. Are we to-confirm this agreement by which the 
company are not to be limited to a stated sum ? It 
appears to me—and I say this with all deference to the 
opinions of others with whom 1 happen unfortanately not 
to agree—'that it would be unwise and dangerous to do 
so. I do not profess, Sir, to share in that horror of a com¬ 
pany which I have heard some of my friends express = 
nor doos it appear tp me to fall strictly within the logical 
bearings of the question to institute an enquiry regarding 
names and men, to ascertain whether theso can bo trusted 


or those proved to be honest. Men are men, whether 
acting in companies or separately as contractors, and the 
lesson which a sound policy would dictato to ns is, to 
take all reasonable prebaptiona, whether wo deal with a 
company or a contractor, to put it out of their power to 
abuse their trust by an inefficient or an oxtra^'agant 
performance of their work. It may be fairly assumed, 
that in entering into theso undertakings, a company 
may be interested in extravagant expendituro, confident 
of good interest upon whatever they expend ; a con¬ 
tractor, on the other hand, will confine himself, if he can 


do BO, to a minimum of expenditure. One of the most 
effectual ways of doing so is to fi-x upon a sum beyond 
which the company cannot charge ; and it is the want of 
this provision that 1 most strongly object to in tl:o 
agreement before ns. It is no answer to say, we canilot 


fix a price without knowing the line, ascertaining the 
distance, and settling the gradients, for these. Sir, 
should then be done beforehand. This may cause a 
little delay, it is true, but it will save much loss, much 
hoart-btmuiug, perhaps ruin, in the end. Without fixing 
a limit, and for that purpose procuring the neces¬ 
sary dats., wo may find ourselves involved in an eipendi- 
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ture far greater tban we have at present any conception 
of—far greater than we can afiord. I will not say from 
design—but from ignorance local circdmstainces, or 
fixim a variety of causesj perhaps some beyond the control 
of the company, the work may tom oat far more costly 
than we expect—far more costly than we want or can 
afford to pay for- Once having embarked in it, however, 
and proceeded np to a certain stage, we may find ourselves 
compelled, with the view of not altogether losing what 
we have already spent, to go deeper and deeper, until 
many hundreds of thousands be %ddod to the original 
estimate. Th« supervision, however, it is said, of the 
e.^ticutivo government, should be our safeguard. Sir, 
I have heard this argument with great pain. I never 
hear appeals of this kind but with pain, for their danger 
consists in exciting the feelings, instead of influencing 
the judgment. We know t^e men whom wo are-called 
upon to trust, we are in the habit of dealing with them 
evory.day of our lives, and have always observed how 
eminently trustworthy they are; and when the question 
bocoines narrowed to this : “ If you trust the executive 
government you will leave the matter to them,” the mind 
naturally shrinks from forming a conclusion which 
may in the slightest way imply distrust of them. But, 
suljduiiig our feelingps, and viewing the question through 
the medium of our judgment, wherein consists the sound* 
ness of the appeal f Where the security that the present 
men will continue at the head of affairs, or if they con¬ 
tinue, that they may not err in matters upon which men 
of professional skill constantly err—particularly, when 
not being professional men themselves, they must adopt 
the views of others f Honest thomeelves, and unsuspect¬ 
ing, may they not he made subservient to the designs of 
others ? I cannot pretend to look into futurity, but 1 can 
look to the past, and my reading of what has taken place 
elsewhere, my observation of what has taken place here, 

' 26 
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warns me o£ tlie danger of 'leaTing tilings too much 
to trast. A work is undertaken estimated to cost so 
much: some anforeseeil^ difficulty arises; tlie roof is 
unsuited to the climate^ or the ground such as to necessitate 
an additional depth in the foundation—an additional 
thousand or two are wanted or the former expenditure 
will bo all lost; and we go on^ spending more and more, 
until the work is executed indeed, but at a cost far excoed- 
ing that for which it was originally estimated, if these 
results take place with reference to minor works and 
works estimated for,., is the danger not increased a thou¬ 
sand-fold in view of the magnitude of 9 work such as a 
railway, to bo constructed for the first time in the colony, 
and in respect of which plans, surreys, and estimates, 
hare yet to be provided ? With other matters pressing 
on their time and attention, bow can we expect the 
executive govomment effactually to secure us against 
loss ? I for one can sincerely say that I place the most 
unbounded confidence in the judgment and integrity of 
the executive government; but, with all my confidence 
in their judgment—and who can question it ?—with all 
my confidence in their integrity-^nd who dare doubt 
it ?—'I should regret to see the work undertaken with 
no other security for its efficient and economical perform¬ 
ance than the supervision and control of the executive 
government. Much must always be left to them, much 
must be taken on tmst, but for their sakes I would bind 
down the company more, and trust them less. I wouU 
know before-hand that the work will not hy any possi¬ 
bility cost more than a given sum, and that that given 
sum is what the colony can well afford. It would be 
unsafe to leave the question an open one, trusting to any 
men or ^Government: it would be nnoonstitutional to do 
so, Ion laws ought to bqso framed, and contracts so pra^ 
pared, that they cannot, not that they will not, be 
evaded. We do not nhglect these precautions in the 
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ordinaiy] ^Tery«da]r matters of life: how much more 
necessary that we should not do so when we act as 
trustees of a public fund, and embark in an undertaking 
pregnant with such important consequences to the colony P’ 
Various other objections, such as the high rate of 
interest - suggested, were‘alluded to, and the burgher 
member concluded, what proved to be his last speech as 
an unofficial, in these terms:—‘ I have heal'd it said. 
Sir, that a railway will only benefit the European and not 
the natives. This seems to me to involve a contradiction 
in terms, for if it benefit the former, it must necessarily 
benefit the latter also. But even if this did not follow, it 
would still be the duty, in my opinion, of the natives 
patiently to submit to bear their share of the burden to 
secure so great a desideratum. But for European capital 
and European enterprise we should look in vain around 
us, for those marks of progress and development which 
we see everywhere. It may be a humiliating confession 
for amative to make, but it is nevertheless true that we 
owe entirely to the Europeans the success which this 
colony has attained. This objection will therefore have 
no weight with me and with my native friends. Gladly 
would we vote for the ordinance, but for the objections 
to the present agreement which 1 have endeavoured to 
point out.’ 

On the Ist of October, Mr. 41organ took his seat as 
district judge of Colombo, and before the year was out, 
what seemed only the biassed anticipations of a warm 
friend (Mr. Parley had written of a seat on the supreme 
court bench looming in the future) was realized. Mr. 
Justice Sterling was unexpectedly compelled to vacate 
his seat, proceeding from illness to England on privilege 
leave, and, on the 23rd of December, official notification 
of Mr. Morgan's appointment as junior puisng justice 
was made to him. High honour this I His master at 
the academy had written ra^cting the sharp'Witted 
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lad that he was ambitions^ bat the hAooar of reaching the 
supreme court bench and being addressed as * M’ lud P 
long before he was fortjj had never entered into Morgan^s 
mind, and deeply humiliating were the 
tude he indulged in when 

offer was talked over. The ^fe, naturally, was 
delight, the old mother, whose youngest bom Richard 
had been fondled in her arms, and watched over by her in 
the thick shadow of the great sorrow and distress of 
his father’s death when but two months old, wept 
tears of joy as she congratulated her son upon his advance¬ 
ment. The next day he was sworn in, and, according to 
the Colombo Observer of December 29th, was received with 
great cordiality on the bench, while the gratification of the 
general community was very great. 

Sir Anthony Oliphant, writing from the south of 
France, sent his congratula^ns to Mr. Morgan. In the 
course of his letter he said 

‘ 1 am glad to see by a file of Ceylon papers lately 
received that the manner in which you acqmt yourself 
of your judicial duties has given general satisfaction. 

* I never doubted that such would be the case, and I feel 
sure that when a vacancy occurs in the supreme court, 
you must be promoted from yoar present brevet rank to 
a permanent seat on the bench. In my opinion it is 
absolutely necessary that at least one judge should be 
intimately acquainted with Roman Dutch, Hlandyad, 
Tamil and Mahomedan law, and to your knowledge of all, 
these, I can testify from your practice in the court in which 
I presided, and in which you generally lead on one side or 
other for some twelve or fourteen years. 

* I tmst that Mr. Lorenz, whom I saw shortly before 
he left Epgland, will fulfil the high hopes I then enter¬ 
tained of him, and that he and yonrsell will, by your res¬ 
pective careers, prove to the world that native talent and 
acquirements are in nothing^inferior to European.’ 




A SHOKT AND BRILLIANT CAREER. 

■T tunes Stewart—M arc/i. 1821 : November 1850. 

Mr. Stewart’s career lias been so much connected 
with that of the subject of this biography that a few 
details may be given in this place. , They will be usefnl 
as showing that sterling merit and high ability are fairly 
general in the Ceylon burgher community : they are 
appropriate in this connection, for the two men, as friendly 
rivals, sparred each other to greater energy. The difier- 
ence in their lives, looked at from a public point of view, 
is most marked. Stewart«nowhere and at no time 
busied himself with the concerns of his fellow<citizens 
in the^way that Morgan did. Differences so radical as 
this, however, did not sever their friendship, and when 
Stewart lay a-dying, and Morgan stood by his bedside, 
the former said to his friend,' What shall 1 say to you, my 
frieud? we have lived together, and we hoped to die 
together. There are ties in this world more enduring 
than those of relationship, and ours were such. Be as true 
to mine as you were to me. God-bless you and yours.’ 

The Honorable James Stewart, Esq., was the eldest 
son of the late Captain James Stewart of the Ceylon Bide 
fiegiment.' He was bom on the 24th March 1821, and 
received his education at the Colombo academy under 
tbe Bev. Joseph Marsh. His progress in study was 

(1) In nviag some partionlan, from w)iidic(moni9notaliou are made in 
ihe focMoiAff pai^et, ih% Colomoo Obs&rver of 1^1 md Wa Doad not, wo 
lael oartain, offer anr apology to ov roadara of any dus for the apace we 
devote to the following nouoe (praperod at onr rMoaat), of % eafoor nononr* 
ebla to tke mdividnel-Aiononreme to the Bntiah uovemment whoso ^Ucy 
In dkit Crown colony hse effordad end atiQ eflorda scope for the exarasa ot 
load tAlontr^nd frnoght, in Ha powtr as e& exempli with importent eo&w 
•eqnancas to the odnestad and riimg people of the wd/ 
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snch as to call forth the marked praises of hfr. Stewart 
Mackenzie, who, as Gpremor, presided at the yearly 
ozamination of the academy in 1837. On leaving 
school Mr. James Stewart studied for the bar, which at 
that time presented the only prospect of success for 
promising young men. He was admitted as proctor of 
the supreme court on the 11th of July 1840, when he 
was only nineteen years of Etge. He was not a week in 
the profession when he distinguished himself in a case 
before the north district court then presided over by 
Mr. Whiting. Amongst the Moors, the head Moorman, 
priest, and other functionaries enjoyed certain rights by 
long custom: they must have certain honours paid to 
them, they alone can officiate in certain ceremonies. 
One q( those monopoUsts prosecuted a Moor for an 
infringement of his rights, and claimed pecuniary 
damages. Such cases were then vmy frequently insti¬ 
tuted, and the fqpta, being established, were successfully 
maintained, and hence the right itself was by s. kind 
of universal consent regarded as indisputable. Mr. 
Stewart, however, who appeared for the defendant^ 
instead of following the old plan of meeting the case on 
the facts—boldly questioned the law; he denied the 
legality of the custom, as it was calculated to establish 
an injurious and improper monopoly, to aSect the free¬ 
dom of choice which parties were entitled to, and as it 
was a custom ccnitra bonos mores. He established his 
position by authority from Voet, Vinnius and Heinecciu|, 
but the case was decided against him and he appealed 
from the decree. It was in this case that he made his 
first appearance in the supreme court-before Mr. Jnstioo 
Carr (the chief justice attending merely to hear the argu¬ 
ments), who, whilst setting aside the decree and remand¬ 
ing the casafor further enquiry, congratulated the young 
lawyer on the success of his first appearance, and passed 
a high ealogium on his ab]^ conduct of the case. 
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Thoagb Ite failed in this Ms first case in the district 
court; jet an impression was created in his favonr owing 
to the skill and ability which he displayed, and retainers 
ponred in from all quarters. 

He iziiused new life in the procedure of the district 
courts. Every day saw some new question raised, some 
new point mooted, many of which not only startled the 
bar, but greatly embarrassed the Government and led to 
the alteration of existing laws. It was by him that the 
jurisdiction of the district court to entertain cases 
occurring in the roadstead—which jurisdiction was 
exercised day after day before his time^-was disputed 
and that successfully. He it was who first questioned 
the right, never disputed before, of a prosecutor in a 
criminal case to appeal from tbo finding of acquittal 
pronounced in favour of the prisoners, calculated as such 
right was, if conceded, to a&ct the broad and constitu¬ 
tional principle which he most ably indicated, that a 
man «cannot be tried twice for the same offence. He 
also completely paralyzed the department of which ho 
was afterwards the main-stay, by moving in arrest of 
judgment in a case wherein his client was convicted, on 
the ground that ho was tried, not upon an information 
presented by the Queen’s advocate, as r^uired by the 
charter, but upon a simple afiidavit (as was universally 
case then) sworn to by the complainant. The 
consequence of this proceeding was that the greatest 
infusion existed in the department of the Queen’s 
advocate. 

Mr. Stewart’s practice rapidly increased, and his 
superiority became so fully established that no cose of 
importance came on without his appearing in it on one 
side or the other. In 1842 when the division of tbe 
bar was proposed, Mr. Stewart was unanimously elected 
by the proctors to appear on their behalf and oppose 
such division. Both the bench and bar joined in extoll- 
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ing his speech^ and Mr. Adrocate Solb 7 ^ who appeared 
on the other side^ exclaimed that if the proposed mea« 
sure served no other object than leading to the enrol* 
moot of Mr. Stewart as advocate^ an office in ifhich 
he wQuld hare greater scope for the high talents which 
he possessed and so eminently displayed on that occasion, 
it would achiere incalculable good to the profession and 
the country. Much to the regret, however, of Mr. 
Stewart, the proctors, and tho country, the measure 
was carried, but as it did not come immediately into 
operation, Mr. Stewart was not enrolled as advocate 
till the 24th December 1844. 

The story of the change in the jury laws from Mr. 
Morgan's point of view has already been told. It may be 
interesiing to note what the biographer of James Stewart 
had to say of his hero's share in the business. Tho writer 
remarks:—^ At this time tbe state of our jury laws was 
under consideration and every one concurred in the pro* 
prietyof revising them. As they then existed m^n sat, 
not only according to their respective castes, but also 
according to their classes, these classes being so many 
subdivisions of each caste. The consequence was 
that the number on each list was very limited, and a 
jury box not (^frequently was filled by parties who were 
related to each other. The Government not wishing to 
interfere more than was absolutely necessary with the 
feelings and long cherished prejudices of tho people 
would not force different castes to sit together, b^J 
determined at once td break up the obnoxious sub-divi¬ 
sion of each caste into classes, and an ordinance was 
accordingly introduced having lor its basis this most 
desirable object. The first class Wellales took umbrage 
at it and petitioned against the threatened fu^on of 
classes. ^ The other classes of the Wellale caste thought 
the change favourable, and prayed that it might take 
p^ce, and the Legislati^ Council determined upon 
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liearing each partj by counsel. Mr. Stewart was 
retained fol* the non-contents^ and every one. who heard 
his celebrated speech on that occasion could not help 
applying to him Milton’s words: 

* Hb totkgoe * 

Dropt mnniA, aod ooold mAko tho wane Appear , 

The better reoaoa. 

' Ail who underfitood the nature of the discussion saw 
what a hopeless case was entrusted to Mr. Stewart^ and 
yet he so represented and argued it^ that ono felt almost 
indiued to wonder at his own obtusonoss in not previ¬ 
ously discovering the sound views of policy which, 
according to the learned counsel, called for a decision 
in his favour. There was no mistaking, however, his 
own views and feelings. 


- " I froely admit,’* said Uo, that the diatiAOtiona tinddr coaiidoration may 
VoU bo diacontiaood by tboso who ore at prouot goporoed by tbom; and I 
•bduld rnywlf bail the day when eneb dietinctioaB sbould only bo known iu tha 
pa^eaof history. My duty ai conQBcl*! condor oabynomaans compro- 
miBod by a candid avowal of my aentimenta, or I ahonld not have appeared 
for myclieuta at tho bar of tbia bon’blo coumil. But tho diatlnotiona are 
now in ^lifitonce, and tho foolinge of tho pooplofonndod ou tboae diatinotione 
aro not to be caoBeteealy injored# 

** The righta of individmUt are not to be taken from them but for acme cor* 
rosponding advantage to (Kxnety. To proceed beyond thU ia an exeroiao of 
tyraany which no wiae or liberal governmout can sanction. Upon the same 
prinoiplo overy man baa a right to have hia own feelings and to exeroiao 
thorn, unless tbo good of society require the contrary. It beoomoa necoaaaTy, 
therefore, to conaider tho adTOUtages proposed in the contemplated disregard 
of the leclinga of ^he native commnnity of this island aompriaing so many 
thonaands of Her Majeety’s snbjeota.** ^ 

The injury likely to drise from the forced amalgama¬ 
tion was very skilfully put 

w With the feelioga of shame onddisgnoe which (however unreasonably) 
attend the intereonrse c^the higher with the lower classea of natives, ia it too 
much to say that there will bo an utter absence of that deliberate and hat- 


iponiona ccmsnltatioa which iB*so necessary for tho pnrpoeea of justice and * 
which constitutes tho greatest recommendation of the jury system P But it 
frill be answered that the feeling is unreasonable and improper, and shonH 
ther^ostnot be oountenanoed. I leave it to this hon*ble counril to judjl^ 
between a proposition so moostroos, but yet nnhaj^y so omnmon, and the 
ptlaoner at the bar charged with murder. Suppose the prisoner*! life depend¬ 
ing on tho judgment of his peere. Under suol^ okcumstanoee, le it too much 

. 26 
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for him to Mk, or thu hoa'blo oooaotl to gn&t» thftt ho ihoold be fedrly e&d 
impaitieD^ tried, imd thet hif pOare ahoold tfmue in hu^fATonV aJJ the 
edv&ntagee which may rafolt from the ploaeet oonniltation t Or, are theu 
adTAQtegei to be diepenaed with, and the prieoner to be aatiefied in lien 
thereof with the mieeiable mockery of the centiment I hare adrerted to f 

No le^lation, however mnoh it may control tho oondoot of mankufed, 
can operate lo ae to direct the mind and to repreee the feelinge. Here, eren 
power becomee impot^t. Brooding over the eenee of ehame (onreaeonabla 
though it be), and the violence done to feelingt deeply and sorely injured, 1 
leave it to this hon'ble ooonoil to tay how little the minda of a 

jury oompoaed of variotu clawee of natiree are to give that calm, nnradled, 
and undivided attention to a cause which perohaace may involve the life, 
liberty and reputation of a fellow creature 

^ Again 

** One of tho great objects of the trial by jury is, assuredly, to secure an 
independent and impartial opinion. Whore a jui^ is composed of different 
classes it is manifest how little tho independent votes of the lower olassos 
can be calonlated upon. Mach as 1 dread the want o{ indopendonce on the 
boAoh, there the conduct of the judge eo lies open to public revision, that 
the evil if comparatively small, and, except in some cases, we may hope to 
see it rectified. But who can apply the remedy to the want of indepeudenoe 
in tho members of a jury P Withdrawn from the public eye, in the eeoreoy 
of private oonsultation, who can detfct, or who prevent, the influenoo exer¬ 
cised on the votee and opinions of the lower olasses by the operation of the 
oauM I have meatioftedP Under the Snglisb system of an unanimous 
verdict, it may be hoped that the solemn obligation of an oath by eauing one 
honest and indopeudeut juryman from su<^ influenees may prevent an 
improper verdict being given ; but the evil becomes fearful, when, as in this 
oountry, tho boJonoe of but one vote, so as to compose a majority, may 
consign on innocent man to the gallows f 
'^To me, much refieoting on these oonsiderations, I oonieu it appears a 
most serious alteration of the system which has hitherto been in operation, 
to discontinue the distinetdou of classes: snd 1 am utterly at a lose to 
oonoeive the reason for its iftymsdiaU adoption.’* 

^ • 

* The charge of absurdity brought against these dis¬ 
tinctions was well noticed by him ;— 

But admitting their absurdity to the fullest extent, it will be poroeived 
that the observations I have submitted respect the impolicy and impropriety 
of an untimely inter&resco with deei^rooted prejudices founded though they 
be on such absord mstinctions. The feeling is not the less acute, nor the 
pain less exquisite beoause it is unreasonable. And it is to be borne in mind 
that these dlstinotaons are peouliar to the Eastj and that the feelings 
aieooiated with them arc to be considered throng the medium not of 
fenglieh but^Iastenx ideas.’* ^ ^ 

‘ The conclusion of his speech was as follows 

In retiring from the bar of this hon’ble eouooil, 1 osnnot close my 



THE niQHT UAN IN TBS HIOBT PLACE, 


203 


obeomtioot without iho ozpnHion ol mj thunki for the indulgi^t attention 
1 hare reoeired, and I leave the intereato of xaj olieuta in the keeping of this 
hon'blo ootmoll^ folly pemaded that notwithit^ding my great hu^fieienoy 
this bon’ble ooonoil will, in ite diipaaeionate and wise eoujidention of thU 
moft ioriooe matter, eee the importance^ nay the abeolute neoeeeity, of defer¬ 
ring for a time the diacontifinaace of the dUtinotion of olaeeot into which 
oaCte ii divided. And although thiehon'ble council should deplore with 
nyielf the eiistenoe of such a diatbotion, I trust and do oonfidenUy hope 
that it will perorire the impropriety ae well as the impolicy of an ill-timed 
and hasty interference with deejwrootad feelings, almost indeed of veneration, 
with which that distinction is at preeent associated. To the eiviliaed mind 
and the Christian heart H Is doubtloM punful to witness such prejudices in 
existence, bnt there is a consolaiion for both under the refleotiod that there 
is a prospect of better things to oome. Sduoation with ite benign influenco 
haa already done much amongst tho people; apd 1 feel assured that before 
ite salutary effects and its extended influence even tbo prejudices of outo and 
class will die away. When that efficacious and certainly more politic remedy 
has been applied, and has levelled, as it soon will, these distinotions with the 
dust, then will it be tho pleasure of the philanthropist and the timely duty 
of tho careful legislator to refuse the sanction of foclinge and babiSs, which, 
if disregarded at the present, needs not the aid of prophecy to foretel, will 
involve in ono common grave the advantages of the jury system, and the 
affections for tho Government of tboxuMds of Her Uajesty’s subjects.^’ 

'The result of the discussion is veil known. All 
distinctions of caste and class were Completely swept 
away^ and the test of language only in framing the jury 
lists retained,’—'Wisely, as subsequent experience has 
shown. 

In 6ctober 1843 Mr. Gumming, the deputy Queen’s 
advocate of the Midland circuit, died, and Sir Arthur 


Bnller, then Queen’s advocate, who had long and 
attentively watched Mr. Stewarl^s promising career and 
saw the advantage of securing his valuable services, 
offered him the vacancy with a salary double that which 
Vas attached to the office, £400. He accepted it on the 
distinct assurance of Mr. Anstruthei^ then colonial 
secretary, that tho office would only be a stepping stone 
to his future promotion. The Observer, in notifying 
the appointment, said that the Government did more h^ 
it to repress crime than whole, tomes of legislation could 
have achieved, and verily this has proved true. Shortly 
before bis appointment Mr. Stewart appeared as counsel 
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for tlie prisoner^ during one criminal BeBsions> and o£ 
five prisoners tried, all were acquitted save one. When 
he was connsel for the crown, on the other hand, out of 
eighteen prisoners tried at one of the Kandy sesuons, 
all were convicted save one. That one got oS on the 
ground that the breaking into the house which was 
necessary to constitute bnrglaiy, with which he was 
charged, was not established : but no sooner was ' not 
guilty’ pronounced, than Mr. Stewart, ever ready and 
prepared to moot all views of the case, handed an indict* 
ment to the registrar^ charging the prisoner with simple 
theft. * What!’ oiclaimod the advocate for the pri¬ 
soners, with manifest chag^n, ' could you not allow me 
tho credit of one acquittal ?' Mr. Stew«.rt was inexor¬ 
able i the prisoner was again tried and convicted. As 
counsel for the crown his name was a terror to tho law¬ 
less and the wicked ; tho guilty saw that their fate was 
sealed and that there was no chance of their escaping 
owing to any want of ability, or zeal, or vigilance on the 
part of the prosecutor. Though second deputy Queen’s 
advocate, and that for the district of Colombo only, ho 
was chosen to conduct all important cases in the chief town 
and at tho out-stations. When the fiscal at Oalle was 
prosecuted for heavy damages, Mr. Stewart was sent up 
specially to defend him. When Colonel Brayhrooke 
brought his case in Ka^dy against the Government, Mr. 
Stewart’s services wore again required to appear fpr 
them, and this bo it remembered when there were 
deputies for each of the stations, besides tho deputy foi* 
the whole island, and the Queen’s advocate himself. 
In nearly all i^ese cases his opponent as lawyer was 
Bichard Morgan. 

In October 1847 Sir Arthur BuUer left Ceylon on 
leave, and Mr. Stewart was then appointed to act as 
deputy Queen’s advocate for the whole island, in which 
office he was confirmed in Kovember 1848, on tho 
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appointment of Sir Arthar to tbe Calcutta bench and the 
promotion of Mr. Selby to the office of Queen's advocate. 

Mr. Selby never'failed to conenlt him in all matters of 
importance and was ever foremost in acknowledging « 
his wdrth. In the disturbances of 1848, Mr. Stewart, 
though only deputy, was frequently consulted by the 
Government in regard to their movements, and a ploasing ^ 
trait in his character, showing bow inoSensivo he was in 
manner and how he endeavoured to conciliate all parties, 
is exhibited in his rare fortune in escaping, though the 
confidential adviser of tbe Crown, aU odium or observa¬ 
tion, whilst most men, who had a far loss serious part to 
act, incurred the one or excited the other. 

In December 1849 Mr. Selby was summoned before 
tbe parliamontary committee, and Mr. Stowart succeeded 
him as Queen's advocate and member of the Legis¬ 
lative and executive Councils.., Of the manner in which 
ho presided over his important department and regulated 
the machinery of the whole, it is imppssi\>le to speak in 
terms of too groat admiration. His deputies, the magis¬ 
trates, justices of the peace, and indeed all Government 
officials will testify how ready he always was to advise 
and assist them, and how comfortable and safe they felt 
in the assui’ance that he was the person to protect them 
in the bona fide execution of their duty and to condnet 
them safely through all difficulties. There was a moral 
weight attached to his name which inspired his clients 
with confidence and struck the guilty with awe. The 
. lAter feared and dreaded him. A serious murder case 
occurred a short time ago at Gallo, in wh^h though the 
proof was strong against the prisoner, great interest was 
exerted in his favour. This induced Mr. Stewart to deter¬ 
mine on going there to conduct the prosecution, but by,- 
some mistake the case was brought on hy the provincial 
deputy, the very morning Mr. Stewart left Colombo. 
Everything promised fair for tbe prisoner uid the local 
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prosecutor was beginning to desponds Suddenly the 
coach arrived^ and Mr. Stewart^ when he nvderstood 
that the case was under trials hastily put on his ^gown 
and entered the court. A sensation was immedktelj 
created^ and the involuntary exclamation of 'Ana! den 
Pallachie,’ burst from the anxious friends of the prisoner. 
'Alas! nowall is lost.' And so it was—all was lost to 
them. ' A question had just then been argued as to the 
admissibility in evidence of a certain rumour ascribing 
an improper intimacy between the deceased and the 
prisoner's wife—ar> important item it will be seen as 
supplying the motive which induced the crime. The 
judge was for rejecting the evidence, when Mr. Stewart, 
with that singular readiness and admirable presence of 
mind'for which he was always, distinguished, pressed for 
its admissibility, not to show that such was the case from 
its being a rumour, which^ould be mere hearsay, but to 
prove that, whether true or false, such a rumour did, in 
point of fact, exist, and having reached the prisoner 
incited him to commit the murder. The distinction was 
an intelligible one and was upheld by the judge, who 
thereupon admitted the evidence. Whilst the judge was 
deciding the point Mr. Stewart seized a few minutes to 
read the notes of the evidence already received and took 
up the conduct of the cause. Immediately it was clear 
that things were taking a different course. 'All was 
indeed lost!’ The prisoner was convicted. 

His practice as a private advocate continued to 
inm^se rapidly. In the great Stewart Mackenzie ca^, 
in which a bi^pister went from England to Ceylon npon a 
retainer of a thousand guineas besides expenses, Mr. 
Stewart was retained to conduct it in Colombo, and that 
barrister acted under him. Add to this that he was 
incessantly applied to for advice by private parties, and 
was, besides, the standing connsd of the great majority 
of mercantile honses and proprietors of estates, and of the 
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banks. It is reportad o{ Lord Mansfield that be was 
often he^d to say that he never knew the 
betweeif a total want of employment and an income of 
£3,000* a year. There is a freemasonry observed in res¬ 
pect of such matters that prevents oar getting from 
lawyers here the exact figure of their inoomea, but there 
•can be no doubt that within a veiy short time of Mr. 
Stewart’s entering the profession, he realized, and that 
deservedly, a far larger income than any proctor or 
advocate before him, of the greatest celebrity, enjoyed. 
After his permanent appointment as Crown counsel, Mr. 
Stewart could not afford time to attend so assiduously 
to private practice as he did previously, and, therefore, as 
a general rule, received no retainers to appear in the 
district court, under twenty-five guineas. In spite of 
this determination there were ofton scrambles in court as 
to which party should retain him first, and not a few 
were the disputes between the*^lainti5 and defendant as 
to which t>f them was entitled to his seiarices. Indeed, 
many cases can be mentioned which were never pressed 
forward or even instituted—nay, were avowedly aban¬ 
doned by a party—merely and solely because his oppo¬ 
nent had been beforehand in securing the valuable ser¬ 
vices of Mr. Advocate Stewart. 


His skill in narrating facts, in arguing upon ^babi- 
lities, in marshalling and sifting evidence, shone bril¬ 
liantly in cases of fact and in his openings and replies in 
criminal trials. A handsome compliment was once paid 
te this talent of his, though by a humble individual. 
Mr. Stewart was conducting a case at Matara against 
the shroff at Hambantota, who was charged with steal¬ 
ing kachcheri money. It was a case depending entirely 
upon circumstantial evidence, and, in his opening 
address, the advocate skilfully brought out all the faotB‘^ 
and showed their bearings against the prisoner. The 
judge’s house was not far from the court, and his European 
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coachman—a plain sensible man—answering certainly 
to the common description of jurymen, was loitering at 
the doors of the court and hoaring the address. He was 
astonished to find when the advocate sat down thfat the 
judge adjourned tho case in order to bear the witnesses. 
' Hear witnesses!’ said the poor man to his master’s 
son, 'what on earth is the use of hearing witnesses 
after such a speech ? Can there be a doubt as to the 
man’s guilt ? If I was judge I would dismiss tho jury 
and sentence him at once.’ 

As a legislator his caroor was short; his work was to 
effectuate measures which originated with the judges 
of the land, merely to put into legal form and reduce 
to legal language the suggestions of others. Confined, 
howe>cr, as ho was within this narrow compass, Mr. 
iStowart liberalized, so far as he could, tho provisions 
submitted to him. llie extension of the right of review 
to all errors of law—tho ropoivl of the absurd provision 
requiring all thto grounds of error to bo set foHh in the 
petition—the power given to direct new trials—aIPwhich, 
those who consider the court of requests ordinance 
objectionable must novortheless admit are its redoem- 
ing qualities, wore introduced by, and are clearly 
attribuj^blo to Mr. Stewart. To him, therefore is all 
tho praiso duo for the liberal provisions engrafted on 
tho project: upon other shoulders must alight tho odium, 
whatever it may bo, of such project. All that hq is 
responsible for is the performance of the work required 
of him,' and tho highest legal authority in the country 
has said of the ordinances, that, whilst they ‘ carry out 
tho inieniions^o/'ths Governor andthe judgee/ they were 
' very carefully and skilfully drawn and do much credit 
to tho acting Queen’s advocate.’ They are indeed 
specimetfs of the mode in which ordinances should be 
prepared : drawn in a simple and compendious form, 
froo from all prolixity and tautology. 
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For months before, his death Mr. Stewart was ocoa- 
eionatly troubled with fainting fits, particnlarlj when he 
had to make anj onoommon exertion of mind. A few 
days previonsly to his being seised with illness in conn* 
cil, he had to walk about a mile in following to the 
grave the remains of an old feIlow>praotitioner whom 
he much respected, and he complained that he was 
several times ready to sink to the gi^und from utter 
exhaustion. The same feeling was experienced on his 
walking the short distance between the colonial secre* 
tary’s office and the Queen's housoMbut ho attributed all 
this to mere debility—a debility induced, as he naturally 
enough concluded, by constant exercise of mind and 
deep and anxious thought, and to his want of due suste* 
nance and rest,—for so intense was the interest betook in 
business that he utterly, neglected both whenever any 
matter of importance engag^ his attention, so that it 
was a matter of constant occurrence with him, whenever 
he had a case in court or any other sermus engagement 
to attend to, to leave home and remain the whole day 
without a single morsel of food to support him. From 
the first moment, however, that Mr. Stewart took to his 
bed, and the real cause of disease was, upon due examin¬ 
ation, ascertained, his medical attendants had very slight 
hopes of his recoveiy. All that skill and ingenuity, 
all that care and attention could effect was readily and 
cheerfully exerted in his favour. The acute symptoms 
of his disease soon yielded to treatment, but in a feW 
days appearances of general dropsy supervenisg left 
little to hope for. . , 

On Tuesday morning, the 18th of November, he finally 
sank with scarcely a struggle. The newspaper writer 

adds 

• 

^ TletdpQbUo low nitelaed i* in^mble. Rif fwt emineaoe 

M aUwyor, biifpotlftf iianaa^ Ba 4 a UfMTrioM {Mrtix&aUf 

aod bif Uff invaltuble to tbo OororaiBaDt and tb» waatry t wUlat Ui 
immoiunrable taperiority to iU hia oompaerf wilt mdor tbo proa- 

27 
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p^at of mpplyiss offeotfrel/ hlA room. Without oaj potrooa^ bostotred 
npcoi himi or intorevt exortod la hit flivOBr» bj the force aloao of hie own 
briUiaat yet aelf-eoqoirod telenti» Mr. 6tewvt aobioved a high poeitioo for 
bimaelf-^ portion whioh oomm&aded the reject end extorted the admira^ 
tion of all claeaee of the oommaidty. And let it not be forgotten that the 
man who did eo laaoh, end to whom the higbeet ofBoee in his profession 
must spoedily here been conooded, wee only thirty years of age when be 
died I and that he bod soquired bis knowledge in this eonntry whore the 
means of obtmning a general, much more a legil, ednootion were so few and 
humble. Is it surprising, under such oiroumstancee, that his constryznon 
should point to his career with pride; and ebould feel a satisfaction la 
extolling the merite of an indiridnal who> with all the dlfioultiee which lay 
in his path, and in spite of the disadrantegee under wblob he laboured* 
attuned disrinoUon and wrought his way to ofidal rank, snch as wss gained 
by no Euro-Asiatic before him either here or on the oontinent of India ? 
When humbled at the thought of how little the people of the country have 
done for tbemselrcs, what little talent they bare displayed or onterprise 
erinced, what slight efforts they hare made towards promoting the moral, 
religions and social interests of tbomseNes and their'follow-creatures, when 
rofleoting on the nehodness of their land and the barreimose of the prospeot 
before ^em, it afforded no elight consolation and pride to tboa to dwell 
wHh exultation upon the career of one who was essentially of the country, 
and who so amply rindioated its honour and good name.’ 



* 1857—1868. 


At the time when India waa becoming greatly excited 
by rumours of mutiny or of actual outbi*eaka among 
the eopoya in northern Bengal^ Mr. Justice Morgan 
went on his first circuit. The record he has left (in 
his own handwriting) of the preparations tor, and the 
actual experiense on, the journey arc full*and very inter* 
esting. As a record of a style of travel noit nearly 
extinct*—thanks to railways, roads and steamers—the 
details are worthy of being quoted in full. As the years 
pass on, and the progress of oivilisation makes itself more 
felt in Ceylon, this record will acquire Mditional interest. 

It ^should be added that the first part of the paper to 
be quoted was drawn up (from memoranda made at the 
time the journey was taken) as a g^ide to Sir Edward 
Creasy, when he first went on the northern cirouit * 

Abticlxs bequibed fob the Joubnet AND XT Jaffna. 


Memo. 

, To save espense we sent off by eea the things required 
for use at Jaffna. (I got lists from Mr. Looe> and otbers.) 
• They were as follows 


1 dosea 

I „ champAfad. 
1 a, olaret. 

8 „ beer. ‘ 

1 „ poctor. 

i „ port 
i H brudr 
8 bottlec tort fruto, 
SUf'inirtMoa 


1 pint fUftd oil. 

8 tin* nlaiba. 

S „ CftlTOti. 

1 botUAmostofd 
8 u pioUAA. 

I hm. 

1 tb of Bour. 

1 lb. vuboosrosi. 
I &. TWviiofOi. 
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1 jftr TuphatTs Josl 

1 loftf 0 tigar. 

4 

2 Ibt. mixed tea. 

6 Ibe. oa&dlee. 

4 mooenree coffee, in bean. 


2 table elctha. 
Sdom towelf. 

4 ,, Boda. 

4 II lemonade. 


The freight (Mr» Murray who must he ashed to re-» 
cei^e themj and he will pay the same in the first instance) 
is twelve shillings* 

, Thirteen coolies are wanted for a palanquinj that is 
two sets of six carriers each and ahead or peria-boy» 

I found it necessary to take ^twelve more for baggage* 


2 for a poitmontean containing clotbee, (the ligbtar the better and not 
many, an yon bare good wacberaeo at Jaffna.) 

4 for canteeu, (groat nnlaoncc, mnob hotter to aoparata tbe tbmga and 
carry thom,in email bnndlce.) Tbie centred ^tee, Imhee, forke, 
apooni, coffee (ground) and t^,—alec engar, aago, arrow root, 
mneUtd, lalt, vinegar, picklcei jam. 

2 for kitchen nteniUe, (two eanoo pane, one milk pan, ono frying pan, 
sad a email iron for rooeting, Ac.) On the ooaet rood, however, 
1 found lote of pone and poig in the reeWbonaea. 

8 to carry rice, curry.etoff, cocoonute, potatoee, Ao., flour. 

1 tin containing bread and blecnita, and three bottlee soda and ditto 
lemonade ^(tho bread mnet be donble-baked.) . 

1 box, two bottlee eberry, nine claret, one brandy, and eix eoda, and eix 
lemonade, (a oooly will carry eighteen qnaite.) 


We had no difficulty in procuring poultry, eggs, milk, 
&c., on the way, in some places much cheaper than at 
Colombo. 

The tolls camo to £1-12. You get meat in Jaffna; 
cheap, but very bad. Mutton indifferent, three shillings 
a lean, and six shillings a fat, sheep. Poultry ill-fed ard 
indifferent, but not dear. A fair-sized turkey cost us 
eighteen shillings. ' 

The Queen^s chouse is provided with a dinner set for 
eighteen—-glassware broken, and for not more than 
twelve (Mr. Murray, however, who lives close to it will 
get yon what is wanted.) No-table-cloths or napkins. 
The bed has mattrasses and pillows, but no sheets or 
pillow-cases. - 

The greatest bore in Jaffna is the applications for 
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charity that trouble you from the moment you enter the 
place. You can hardly find time to read the petitions 
that are presented. Put off till the day you leare giving 
to any, for the more you give the more they^ll flock to you. 

Medicine box. It is desirable to carry one with you. 
I had a nice little one containing calomel, quinine, 
sal-volatile, Jamea^ powders, gentian, opicac, cholera 
mixture, turpentine, laudanum, Tr. ginger, Epsom salts, 
sedlitz, purgative pills, dysenteric pills, plaster, lint. 
Luckily not a drop was used. The box is at your service 
if you want one. . ^ 

Care must be taken always to start your baggage 
four hours before you leave. We planned the journey so 
as to reach the rest-houses early in the morning. Break¬ 
fast and dine there, and leave in the evening. ** 


The record of the journey is then given day by day, 
and to it is appended an accSnnt of the proceedings in 
the court at Jaffna. 

25t}i February .—Left Colombo about quarter to II a.m. 

in a palanquin carriage and with 

cSS®”’^ Negombo at 

half-past one, stayed there till four, 

when we got into the palanquin and reached the Toppoo 

river (five miles off Negombo); after 5, ferried over and 

. went on, reaching Natando (II miles 

NitituiK, 16 miles from , _ v" . n tt i 

to—% miles from from Toppoo) at 9. r me rest-house, 

and attendance good. Slept there 

bill 2 A. M., when we got coolies up and pushed on and 

» reached Ohilaw at half-past seven in 
OaiLAW, 13 miles from , . ^ ^ 

Kstande—63 miles from the mommg (12 miles Off and o3 
Colombo. miles from Colombo). Road fair, but 

full of ruts and holes, and calculated to try rather severely 
the wheels of a carriage. 

There is a house here psepared for the judge, ^n d 
famished with a bed, a couch, table, chairs and wash- 


N 
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iiand stand. Linen clean. Hr. Plena, the deputy fiscal, a 
particularly civil and obliging man (Mr. Temple, I believe, 
calls him the Lord Chesterfield o£ Ceylon, and he was a 
favourite even of Sir William Carr) furnishes the plaee for 
some £2 per month which the Government allows him. 
But the house is in a tumble-down condition, and stand¬ 
ing as it does in the midst of the island, exposed to 
the 'hard blowing,’ one feels rather nervous in stay¬ 
ing there a night. And as to the out-hou«es, &c., they 
are in a wretched condition; no accoinmoda i '>i> forabath. 
As I was only staying there a day, Cc.Rie (in*etfy 
asked tne to stay at his place whleli ho had kindly 
prepared, and I did so. (The tappal loaves for Colomh > 
at 8 A.M., and that fi*om Colombo arrives about 3 I’.M.) 


There was but one case at Chilaw, and Ujo court closuil 
after hearing it. Next morning I visil ‘d the goal wJiirli 
is on the town aide of the river. 1 observed sevei'ivl young 
women and children imprisoned for ofFcucos under the 
salt acts. TheSo acts operate very cruellj' in their result* 
Stores where salt may lawfully be purchased p.ro*at very 
great distances from each other, and the people (all 
wretchedly poor and leading a hand-to-mouth oxisteuco,) 
instead of walking these distances, scrape a Httlo salt 
from the gatherings along the coast, or prepare it by 
boiling the sea water ; they are brought np and punished 
by imprisonment, fin^ they are' utterly unable to pay. 

There is nothing worth seeing at Chilaw excepting 
the tobacco plantations, which in cleanliness and beauty 
of appearance vie with a coffee estate. An immoiHite 
large Homan patbolic oburch, opposite the judge's house,- 
not quite completed, and an establishment near the 
Petted, where a class of weavers (who were brought over 
from ^he Coromandel -ooast in the time of the eDotoh 
Governor Vondergrafi in 1792} mannfaottire coarse cloth, 
napkms, and towels, very largely used in the oountiy. 

At Chilaw we had to engage fresh coolies in place of 
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those who failed as agreed apon to join in Colombo or fdl 
oS since we left Colombo. I found the night before we 
left Colombo that wo had great bother in getting the 
coolies together. They insist upon getting adrances, and 
some run away after receiving their shares, others get 
rlrunlc and lie in the taverns. With the aid of the 
liolicp, and after several hours' delay, we succeeded in 
netting the men to leave, excepting four who could not 
ho found. 

\Vi> tool ^.ar tl’ j3 in boat to Negombo, and as we 
mid jr-'t uo l'ie"h m‘:a at Negmpbo brought them on 
t tc Cljiluw. -.t Chilaw it was only after great 
' 'tici.‘ty, and tlie irtcrposition of the district judge 
id , ♦hat •. i got 'jur men to join us, and that 

1 I . men from Colombo got only 15 

I orought my pony with me, but found 
. .!t h(.rs*. Loeper ^and grass-cutter had got 

'> <-) ;Ik road and neglected the animal. This, 

. .wd 1 j ’••Lit.v. 10 .. rd at Chilaw, that ft would be diffl- 

<• ’w ..I ^'r-icuro water and grass further on, led me to 
send Lh. {»uimal back to Colombo. 

vVe left Chilaw at 5 r.M. (the coolies left at 2 p.m. on 
the 27th February), aud, after crossing the Dedderoo Oya 
(a river which crosses through the Seven Kories and diB> 
charges itself into the sea two miles north of Chilaw,) we 
went on along a veiy sandy and broken road and reach- 
. ed Baltootoo Oya at quarter to 9 p.u. 

w £ ^ The” one of the best rest- 

* honses on the road to Jaffna situated 

on the banks of the Oya, very clean and cool. The rest* 
house keeper is a Halay man, speaks English and has 

lots of podtiy, eggs, milk, &o., ready for travellers. 

m river swarms with alligators, and it is weQ worth 
staying an hoar or two after daybreak to see the 
numbers basking on the shore. We saw five, ai^;ten 
had been killed the day before in revenge for one of 



216 


LIFE OF 81B S. MORGAN. 


them rasning away with the reBUhouso keeper’s cow. 
A small one (about four or five feet long) was shot and 
brought to us at the rest-house. People nevertheless 
freely bathe in the river, and, in answer to my en¬ 
quiries, told me they were not afraid, as no one 
had ever been killed there. There are some kinds of 


alligators which are said to be harmless, but these can 
hardly be of the kind. A peon of Mr. Caulfield’s was 
destroyed one day, only 10 miles off, though the place 
where he went in was only knee deep, and he wished to 
get a little water to wash his mouth with. I suspect the 
security of the people consisted in their bathing in num¬ 
bers, and making a great noise during the time. (The 
tappal leaves this place for Colombo Idto at night and 
arrives'from Colombo about 8 p.h.) 

We left Baltootoo Oya at 2 p.m. on the 28th February. 
Two or three miles away f^m it wo came in sight of the 
Calpentyn lake. The road from this place is on the 
sand and, with hardly a tree or vegetation of any kind, the 
glare is most painful, and if ever I come this road again, 
I’ll try to leave Baltootoo Oya at night, so as to reach 
the next stage at dawn. 

Some four miles from Baltootoo Oya we came to Moon- 
del, a fishing village, where the coolies rest awhile and 
help themselves to a drink of water or cocoanuts. We 
then pushed on and reached Madamcooly about 7 r.H. 

There is a nice rest-house here and in good order situ- 


11 miles from Baltoo- 
Too Oya. 

76 miles from Colombo. 

' . » 


ated to the left of a canal called the 
Limparawa canal. (The tappal fronf 
Colombo reaches this at about 2 


A.M. and that for Colombo leaves at 10 f.h.) The water 
at Madamcooly and from Pomporipoo again is bad. It 
is dirty^and of a saltish taste. T think it also ^Ceots 
the bowels and brings on slight diarrhoea. I fonnd 
it a good thing to carry soda water and lemonade 
with me. 
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We dined and sl^t here till 2 k.n., when we pushed on 
^ ^ ,, toPattalam.whichwereaohedat&ye 

e ouJei from Kadam- * v ™ « . 

cooitT. (Marcn iBtO The reat-bouse is a 

84 miles from Colombo, spacionS building, but the better 

part of it is used as the private quarters of’the officer 
superintending the roads, who has fenced in the ground, 
on which the bath, &o., stands. It sometimes happens 
that a rest-house to which travellers very seldom resort 
is allowed to be used by any person residing in the place, 
but this is always with the understanding that he ^ould 
vacate it for travellers when required. This was not 
done on the occasion of my stay, and considering that 
the assistant agent and fiscal (who has official charge of 
the rest-house) was living next door, that he knew the 
supreme court officers were coming to Futtalam (hb hav¬ 
ing attended the court at Chilaw as justice of the peace), 
1 could not but look upon the act as wilful on the part 
of that officer. As it was myself, the registrar, and 
secretary, had to put up and remain tfie whole day in 
one en*d of the building, had to wait awhile and remon¬ 
strate before wo could get the road officer’s servants to 
allow us the uao of the kitchen, and had to put up with 


other inconveniences. 

1 cannot understand why it is that the Supreme court 
sessions are not held at Futtalam instead of Chilaw, as 
used to be the case formerly. being the seat of an 
a^ncy it is a more important place than Chilaw, there is 
a building hero expressly erected for the holding of the 
i^sions ; there is a company of the military stationed 
here; and altogether the place presents greater conven¬ 
iences than Chilaw does. I had bnt one case to try at 
Chilaw, and that was brought from Tiltepalle, a place some 
15 mites beyond Futtalam, the parties and number of wit¬ 
nesses had all to come to Chilaw, the justiee had to leave 
his station (he being agent as well), to ooveo^ll the ez- 
pcnsos occasioned by which and the great inotmvexudsce 


28 
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would have been saved, liad ^ assizes been beld at 
Futtalam. The only expense tbat.it would entail is a 
few potmds as travelling allowances to the deputy Queen's 
advocate. As for the judge and his staff it can cost 
nothing/ btit will be rather a convenience, for there will 
be a day or two's rest given to the poor coolies. Altogether 
there was more consideration shown to the suitors and 
witnesses formerly than is shewn now. In. Sir Charles 
Marshall's time the court was held at Chilaw, Puttalam, 
Aripoo, Manaar and Jaffna. Puttalam, Aripoo and Manaar 
are quite omitted now, and the poor native is made to 
leave his house and his field for days and weeks together, 
if he bo interested in a crimiual case either as suitor or 
witness, and if he has a case in a middle station, say 
Aripoo, ho will have to go 77 miles to Jaffna or 88 to 
Chilaw! I bad a case to tt^ at Jaffna of aggravated 
assault from a coast village, in which the parties had to 
come more than 50 miles! There is ample accommoda¬ 
tion at Puttalanl, at Aripoo, and at Manaar, (I mean in 
buildings for the court, judge, and officers) and cannot 
understand therefore why such want of consideration 
should be shown to the poor suitors indepondent of*the 

good to the district which the periodical holding 6f the 
assizes in it cannot fail to produce. (The tappal arrives 
here from Colombo at 5 a.u., and leaves for Colombo at 


2 F. u.) 

We left Puttalam al four, but as the nett rest-houso 
station was 22 miles away, we stayed for some threoorfour 
hours at Waunatavilla, about half-way, whore wo arrived 


at eight. We had to encamp in an open place in the midst 
of a thick jimgle said by tho natives to be the favorite 
resort of elephants m being the only place within many* 
miles round where there is a little pool of fresh water. 


By kindling fires ^ round, however, and allowing the 


coolies to make the noise which they are sure to make 
when congregated in numbers, we made ourselves quite 
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safe. Aft^ dinner (we bronght a cold fowl with nfl'from 
Pomparipoo), which we had to take standing with the top 
of the paJanqnin as onr table, we got into the palanquin 
for a nap until the coolies were able to move on, which 
they ^d abont 12 p.ii. 

From Puttalam we lost all traces of a road, and to get 
to Pomparipoo we have to pass through dense jangles, 
the palanquin being literally forced along. 

About six in the morning (2nd March) we had to pass 

i6mU«f«.mPaTTiLii.. Pomparipoo river. This river rises 
os .. from CoiolfBo. m tho mountains of Matale, runs 
from jAttvA. Qf Dambool, through the pro- 

vinco of Kuworakalawe, and, passing Pomparipoo, falls 
into the gulf of Calpentyn. It abounds with alligators. 
In ordinary times it is easily iordablo, but whin the 
river rises, one is detained for days together at the bank. 
ITiis happened once, I am ^Id, to Sir W. Carr. Four 
miles beyond the river is the rest-bous(^ the best on the 

coast road and in a fine situation. This is the last station 

« • 

in the qorth-westem provincej it is a fine country, and its 
name (Pomparipoo) signifies ' the golden plains,' given, 
it fe said, on account of its fine soiL- Tho population is 
scanty, and very little cultivation is now carried on. 
This used to be a favorite resort for shooting. We were 
not long before we had some fine wild pork (killed the 
night before) brought for sale for a mere trifle, and we 
were told that there were lots of peacocks, doer, &c., to 
be had. (The tappal from Colombo leaves this at 6 a.m., 
find that from Colombo reaches it at 2 p.m.) 

I may remark here, that if yon gpvenotioeo| your coming 
^—(the judge^s Koretary should post letters from Chilaw 
to the different rest-house keepers, informing them when 
the judge will be at each place)—you will always get rice, 
paddy, poultry, eggs, milk, and, if you wish it, sheep, at 
very cheap rates. Bat this notice must be given, or one 
stands a chance of coming to a place where there i's 
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not a grain of rice to be This happened to ns 

at Ulipeoadde., The coolies, serrants, &o., were posi¬ 
tively getting mutinons, and I had to threaten to lay 
violent hands on some sheep (which the coolies thought 
were, of course, not equal to rioe> but would do fairly 
enough in its absence) when the villagers got together 
and produced some new paddy which had to bo ground 
into rice. 

Time was when the government agent gave notice in the 
villages of the coming of the supreme court. The head¬ 
men were in readiness to receive the judge at the rest- 
house, and to supply him with rice, chools, &c., (all, of 
course, for payment), but this good old custom no longer 
exists. It might have been necessary to abolish the 
other ‘useless forms, tom-toms, body-guard, &c., which 
attended a judge, but it is a pity that with them these 
useful, and, as it appears to me, indispensable, attentions 
were put an end to. It costs tho agent nothing to give 
these notices, it^costs the headmen nothing to pay these 
attentions, for whatever they supply they get liberally paid 
for-^but it saves the judge and his party much incon¬ 
venience and annoyance to see their servants and coolies 
having to go about asking for one thing or another. 
Irrespective of all this, an entire withdrawal of all these 
attentions cannot fail to ozercise a pernicious influence 
on the native mind: agent, aye, the assistant agent, 

goes on his tour, and his visit is announced days befo^, 
and the headmen mid principal inhabitants flock to 
receive him. It is only by the barest accident that any 
one knows of the approach of a judge. A native poritively 

told me at Yangtdle that the advent of.(a native^ 

justice of the peace) was a much more important event 
in his ([istrict now-a-daya than'thatof a judge of the 
supreme court, and he had seen the days when Sir 
Alexander Johnstone or even Sir Charles. Marshall used 
to travel with torch-hearers all the way provided for 
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them, tom-tom beat^ preceding them, and fresh relays 
of coolies at each station to he4> them Cn. It is a 
mistake to disregard appearances too much with an 
eastern population, particnlurly in the case of those who 
hold offices in which their usefulness depends much on 
the moral influence they exercise over others. 

We left Pomparipoo, 2nd March, 4 p.x., and having 

passed the Modriegam river, which 
8 miiea from separates the north-western from the 

^96 :: w jAwJfr."’ “onhem province, reached Marcha- 

killy at about seven in the morning, 
(March 8.) The rest-house is in a tumble-down condi¬ 
tion, and you find a notice put up signed by Mr. Byrne, 
in charge of the Yoads department, that it is unsafe to 
remain within it. The out-houses aro all ver^ bad. 

' There are, however, some tamarind trees round the bun¬ 


galow, under which you may ^ke shelter, and the outer- 
verandah does not look so bad as the inner premises. 
We loft Marchakilly about 3 p.m., and reached Kulaar 
(rock river) seven miles off about 5 p.m. The river was 
all but dry. On its bank stands an old Hindu temple 
now in mins. Those who go to the pearl fishery stay here 
to make their offerings, and at one time a share of the 
pearls fished op the banks off Condatchy belonged to the 
priests of right. 

The great part of the road from this to Condatchy, 
five miles off, is along the sea shore (sometimes in the sea 
up to knee deep) and over rooks, some so precipitous as 
fo make us within the palanquin rather nervous. Care 
should always be taken to pass this. place before night- 
^fall. We reached Condatchy at 8 p.m. The gathering 
for the fishery had oommenced, uidthe appearance of the 
place with its thonsands of Hraders bnstling about was 
not a little exciting, Either the Doric (fine large build¬ 
ing erected by I'rederick North, Lord Gttildford, the fiiirt 
English Governor in Ceylon) or the military buildings, 
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1C rnOoi from Makcua* 
eii.lt. 


fine tiled houses, are generally fitted np for. the jadge, 
but at this season they were both occnpied, the former by 
the superintendent of the fishery and the latter by the 
troops, and a temporary rest-house' was erected to which 
we repaired. The tappal uncertain. In fact, however 
excellent may be Mr. Dyke's arrangements in other res¬ 
pects, the tappal when once you enter the northern pro¬ 
vince, becomes uncertain, whereas .until then the hour 
it comes and ^oes is pretty certain. This arises, 1 am 
told, from the tappal in the north being carried by con¬ 
tract. The contrac^rs do not pay the men, and they 
work or not as they please. 

Next day {4th March) we left Aripoo at 3 I’.m., and 

reached Vangalle'(eight miles fur¬ 
ther) about 8 p.M. Thei“e is a Catholic 
i« chapol bore with a French priest' 

” (Rov.^ Father Floraa) who kindly 

allowed us to stay in his bungalow for dinner. We sent 
the boggago on at threoand left the place about^4 a.m., 

and reached the village Mantotta at 
162 „ from CoLouBo. Seven m the morning. The province 
S 6 „ from Jaffna. called Mantotta (Maa-tottara) 

great garden, from its extensive cultivation, and it is 
withiu it that the giant's tank was cons^rncted hy the 
native rulers for purposes of irrigation. The tank is 
now out of repair an^ cultivation, and bpt veiy-slightly 
attended to. There is an old Portuguese church built of 
stone in 1706. The walls of the main building are alone 
standing, and quite roofiess. The two side verandahs', 
however, are (Covered in .with cadjans and used as a 
reat-houBO, here too is a notice apprising passengers 
that it is not safe to enter into pr use the place. After 

• waitiilg a bit to get some coffee, we 

«milMfrom Mahiotte . ® , . , 

162 „ from OoLOHBo. pushed on to Yerteltivo, which we 

B 6 „ fromJAFFHA. reached about ten. Tfeere is a Roman 
Catholic chapel (St. Santiago) here, in wUcb the people 
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kindly allowed oe to stay. The village is in Uie district 
o£ tlie Wanny, bnt subject to the agent at Manaar. I 
understand it is the only place in the road wb^re gang 
robberries (which used to be very common formerly on this 
side) are still heard ofj and the only case I heard of gang 
robbery, in which some five men entered a house in the 
day time, burnt a man and brutally tortured a woman by 
placing two sticks across hor breast, and pressing them 
together at either end, was from this district. 

We left the place about three .and reached lllepekad- 
. „ doo at six. Here tho tobacco plan. 

Snuleifrom VEBTiLTivo ... » , , . , 

106 „ from CouMBo. tations commence, and palmirah 

60 „ fromJArFKA. begin to bo soon. I have 

already recorded'the bother wo had here to obtain rice. 
Wo had tho same difficulty as respects chool bearers, 
without whom and a supply of chools tho coolies will 
not leave the place, for the road is covered with thick 
junglesand very much infestocl with elephants. We loft 
Illepecadde at 9 f.h. ; tho coolies kept afl closo together 
and mddo a terrible noise. We saw no elephants, but the 
chool bearers said they saw a herd of five, which was not 
unlikely, for in one place we observed that they increased 
the noise and suddenly stopped their journey. No fear 
is entertained, as the elephants are very timid and except¬ 
ing there should happen to be a rogue elephant thoy never 
attack parties going as we did. ^ 

About 12 we reached PalJaar (six miles from lUepe- 

cadde), and the coolies lay down to 
• rest awhile. An old salt store (now 

\\ ®’ tappal statipn^ stands on a 

plain here. We pushed on t^ter- 
wards and reached Polweroyankadoo on the morning of 
the 6th. There is a fair rest-house here, and we did not 
leave the place till 7 p.x. 

It was after leaving Polweroyankadoo we came across 
two streams wtere. the coolies had to lift the palanquins 
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on their shoulders. One feels rather aprons to be inside 
a palanquin so carried, bat the coolies are quite firm, and 
langh at jour fears. 

We reached Pooneryn at five on the morning of the 

9th. The rest-house is situated in 

16 ^ built by the Dutch, and 

aw » is in a very bad condition. Here 

too ie one of Mr. Byrne’s notices. 
We ^ere obliged to stay here till 10 A.n., wheh the wind 
was expected to change and enable the boats to start for 
Jafina. This is a vpiy interesting place, paddy cultiva¬ 
tions very extensively carried on, and the people seem¬ 
ingly very happy and contented. Palmyrah topes with 
neat cottages in the midst of them meet our view in all 
sides.' These palmyrahs look pretty from a distance, 
but very ugly as you approach near to them. Sir William 
Carr described them as bottle brushes, Mrs. Edgar 
Layard as tumed-up-mops, and others again apply tho 
poetic figure of bn ' arrow shot from the sl^,’ which was 
however, first said, and with greater truth, of the areca- 
nut tree. 

We left the place about ten, and after being carried 
for about a mile had to enter the boats and set sail for 
Jaffna. The wind was not unfavourable, so after five 
hours’ tedious sailing we reached Colombo-torre at four, 
whence we were carried again three miles further to the 
town of Jaffna. . 

At Jaffna there were nine cases in the calendar. In 
two, tho prisoners pleaded guilty, the other seven took S, 
day each, so the court which was opened on the 9th, did 
not close till the 16th. The best and most intelligent jury 
in Jaffna are on the Tamil list. The English jury, as it 
is so called, is composed of the yodng Malabar men edu¬ 
cated at ^atticotta seminary; they are men of no property, 
and have therefeue little or no stake in the country, they 
derive thoir subsistence chiefly by drawing pleadings 
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and petitio:[Uij which bring them in contact with the liti> 
ganto, often tiie prisoners, with whom they^ not nnfre- 
qnently make common cause. Hie burgher young men, 
whose names also appear in the English jury, are, many 
of them, but sorry specimens of their class. I had the 
English jury called but once, and though the evidence 
was clear to demonstration, and the proctor for prisoners 
did not address the cbvirt on behalf of his client, ho 
was, to the surprise of all, acquitted. 

I ong^t to s^d that in Jaffna the judge must act as 
counsel for the prisoners. Mr. ^, who generally 
appears for them, is a vexy good.naturod man in his way, 
but quite innocent of the rules of law or evidence. He 
has a stereotyped form of questioning the witnesses and 
addressing the jury which every judge, since the days of 
Sir Charles Marshall, must have seen him make deliver* 
ance of. He is most useful,^owever, in getting out all 
the quarrels and law suits which the prosecutor and wit¬ 
nesses have had against the prisoner, in respect of which 
the depositions ^ve the judgo no information. 

Mr. ■ - is a most careful and painstaking crown law 
officer. His anxiety to draw out all information and call 
every witness, instead of previously separating the wheat 
from the chaff, and presenting the former only, makes the 
proceedings very tedious, and precludes the possibility of 
your getting over more than one case a day. He is rather 
fond also of putting and pressing improper questions, as 
to hearsay, &c., which obliges the judge to be always on 
the watch (for the proctor for prisoners never objects to 
them) lest improper evidence go to the ^ury and an im- 
p'resrion be nnfairly raised against tiie prisoner. 

One part of tlie work which I found difficult to perform 
satisfactorily is the examination of record books. By 
the mles and orders for police courts and ^onrts of re¬ 
quests (Sec. Itiof Buies of 17th June 1844, pkge 186, and 
Sec. 1 of Buies of 21st October 1844. pagd 144) therecord 

29 



226 


LIFB OB 8IB B. MORGAN. 


'books of the polioe courts ftnd courts of requests ore to be 
produced and submitted to the judge of the supreme court 
on the first day of each sessions. The object of this 
rule was to enable the judge to examine the books and 
see that ererything was in ordet*, and, ii uoed be, to re¬ 
port to the executire any serious instance of violation of 
the rules or law which the books may disclose, and this 
was carefully done at the oomme&cement of the working 
of the system. But their proper examination takes up 
much time. At Chilaw, for instance, you have b<:»ks from 
two districts (Calpoutyn and Chilaw) to examine. At 
Jaffna, books (two from each place) from Jaffna, Manaar, 
Chavagacherry, Point Pedro, Kaits, and you ought to 
havO'-^-but these were not sent owing, 1 suppose, to the 
distance—>some from Mullotivoo, Trincomalie, Anaradha- 
pura, and Batticaloa. Each of these books ombraoes 
the proceodiugs for a tonq of six months (since the last 
judge was on circuit) and it ie impossible during the 
sessions to examine them with anything like proper care. 
I had to return several without any examination at all. 

It appears to me that these rules should be abrogated 
and a full appeal from law and fact given from decisions 
of police courts as is now possessed in respect of the 
courts of requests. Any examination of tho books merely, 
however searching, must fail In its object of fully discover¬ 
ing the mistakes and Abuses that prevail in the lower 
courts. Bather than that the judges should attempt what 
they cannot properly perform, or what must prove 
ineffectual, however carefully performed, it were betted 
to leave to tbe ■suitors, to whom the work legitimately 
belongs, the work of exposing evils, care only being taken 
that no technical difficulty arising from a limitation of 
the right of appeal, as is now the case in respect of police 
courts. 

The places in Jaffna worth vieitiBg ar^the boarding 
school for females at UdnviUi under the American mission- 
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aries^ and ,the Battieotta asd Manipay establishiBentfi, 
also under them. The schools under Mr. Walton in the 
town, and the two heathen temples Candasamj and Seeva. 
The towns! of Point Pedro, Yertelliroe and Chavaga* 
cherry, are well worth visiting. 

Gave a dinner on Friday, March 13. Company, Mr. 
Prime, Captain Rutherford, Messrs. Murray, Morphew, 
Birch, Purcell, Wodehdu8e,Mon3s,Gillman, Mutukistna, 
Gordon, Rev. Mr. Walton, Dr. Sortain, and myself. 

Visited Manipay and Batticotta mission stations. I 
examined boys schools, 120 fine fellows. 

Went to Pedro March 17th, breakfasted with Mr. 
Kilnor and his wife ; went ronnd to Oodamuly and the 
mission establisEment of Mr. Lord. Returned at 4 p.m. 


From Jaffna the justice proceeded to Batticaloa where, 
he says, ‘ We had a bloody session, bad murders. One 
in pa^icular, where a man had killed his wife, her mother, 
and a child. If we must hang, and 1 am not at all satisfied 
that we ought, this is just the kind of case 1 should like 
to begin passing sentence upon. Consequently, for all 
my previous scruples, I put on the black cap without 
compunction and passed sentence of death. In accord¬ 
ance with my recommendation, thinking the effect would 
be greater, the murderer was executed at Batticaloa.^ 

* The return to Colombo was accomplished in a country 
vessel, and for some months the ordinary routine of an 
appellate court absorbed all time and attention, police 
conrt finals, and district court interlocatX)rie6 vexing the 
souls and wbnying the brains of the judges. 

When the summer assises came round, Mr. Justico 
Morgan took the son^em circuit, whither ^ drove in his 
own carriage, taking his wife and family with him, 
accomplishingthe journey from Colombo to Galle in three 
days. The year passed quietly, little ocoasioD of interest 
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or coDoem occorring in t3ie island,—indeed all insular 
interests were absorbed in the attention concentrated 
upon the struggle in India, to wbich English troops 
(from Colombo) were sent, and in aid of the sufferers 
by the mutiny a large subscription wM^ndsed. 

In November, Mr. Selby, the Queen’s advocate, was 
taken very ill, and it was necessary he should pro¬ 
ceed to England. Mr. jJnstice Morgan received a very 
complimentary letter from Sir Henry Warf, the Governor, 
him to leave the bench and become acting Queen’s 
advocate. In that letter Sir Henry wrote' Your high 
standing at the bar, your experience in the Legislative 
Council, and the capacity that you have evinced as a 
judge while acting as a member of the supreme court 
during Mr. Sterling’s absence, afford the best security 
that I shall find in you the qualities that are required for 
the executive council, while your intimate acquaintance 
with the character and haliitB of the native population 
will give additiohal value to your views upon all matters 
connected with their interests. 1 Imve much pleasure 
therefore in making this proposal to you.’ Justice 
Morgan consented. • 

The move to an acting appointment, professionally, 
was a downward one, but it had attractions for the. 
puisne justice of various kinds. He highly appreciated 
the dignity of the benqb, but the dulness of the duties 
worried him not a little; he hungered for the fray 
at the bar and busy political action. When to these 
was added a pecuniary reason—the Queen’s advocate' 
being permii^ted private’ practice,—and the desire for 
a visit to England to place his eldest son and two 
daughters at school being detennined upon, Mr. Jus¬ 
tice Mbrgan determined to lay dignity aside for 
more substantial advantages. On the 17th of No¬ 
vember the Queen’s advocate was sworn in a member 
of the executive council under a salute of eleven guns. 
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The poslij hpwerM', wu xu>t permaaient. Mr. Morgan 
only acted for a time, until, in fact, the place could be 
filled from England, the opinion then being rery strongly 
in favonr of closing as many arenaea as possible to deserr- 
ing Ceylonese, and conferring positions demanding, aboTe 
all things, local knowledge, npon strangers, generally upon 
men ao old in years that they were incapable of adapting 
themselves to the new droumstances in which they were 
placed. A true and veracious account of the mischief 
which has been caused in the colony of Ceylon alone by 
such proceedings, if carefully collated and all told, 
would form a sufficient indictment to secure the utter 
condemnation of the policy pursued by the Colonial Office. 
Mr. Byerly Thornton, a barrister, was appointed Queen's 
advocate, and Mr. Morgan made preparations for his 
long contemplated visit to England. Very strenuous 
attempts had been made by^ Mr. Morgan's friends in 
England to secure for him the permanent^st of Queen's 
advocate. The directors of the Oriental Bank Corpora¬ 
tion and Mr. E. J. Darley, both addressed the Secretary 
of State for the colonies, Earl Derby (then Lord Stanley), 
pressing Mr. Morgan's paramount claims for the post; 
An official Non potavmut, however, was the result, the 
refusal being couched in the usual official language that 
the interests of the state demanded that an English 
barrister should be appointed to the post, and that this 
had been done. - 

It is a pity that nowhere amongst Sir Bichard Mor¬ 
gan's papers cma be found a record of his matured impres¬ 
sions of England as the heart and head of & great empire. 
Only those who having once resided in Great Britain, 
and have lived in the colonies of the widespread British 
dominions, can form uiy conception of the exaggerated 
feelings which are held by colonists regarding England. 
The edncatioud and cementing value of those feelings 
cannot be too highly estimated. Dmtance lends enchant- 
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ment, the ankztown exeroisea s great inSuex^ce, with the 
result that a kind of worship is induced which onlj finds 
complement in a visit being paid to the shrine to which 
much devotion has been paid. After the visit no Haji 
from Mecca is more satisfied with himself and proud of 
his achievement than is the family of British subjects 
who have visited England and returned. The precise 
educational value of this sentiment is not easy to estimate, 
but it has a good deal to do with the cohesion of the 
particles which make up the empire of Great Britain. 
What at first sight may seem most curious is that people 
whose ' forbears' have been Dutch and oriental come to 
speak of England as ‘ homo,’ and regard the hive whence 
so many busy Britains have swarmed m their ancestral 
abode and claim to share in the glories which attach to 
England.' This is as it should be in an empire of diverse 
races and widely-separatpd countries, if the empire is 
meant to endure. In Mr. Moi^^’s case the existence of 
this feeling should not be a matter of surprise. His,grand- 
father was a Briton, he had himself once visited the 
country, his best friends had been Englishmen, he had 
mixed much with them, had engaged in political combat 
side by side with them, and had sometimes led them to 
victory. Certain it is that thfs visit was looked forward 
to as the chief event of Morgan’s social life, not only by 
himself, but also by his friends, in whose esteem he was 
magnified by the journey he had decided upon. T4us 
feeling of respect towards the (then) late acting Queen’s 
advocate found full expression in tokens of esteem. He 

a 

(t) Tn A lotkdt iSated Colombo ISTSt reenved whilst thm 

were through ihe & Kwmaa geatlenMSi of Doieh deeoootj writoe 
to mo We deecendtnte though we ere» meet of oi, aro 

Britishen erer; bit. Who tbinke of Federloiia F All oor eepimtioiiB^ aU 
OUT hop^ onr tropethieo ue ** British.” Holkiid ii a dim piotare. 
The genotation who. to some extont. thooght ead spoke ol Holland, bae 
diedra. Viv9it RegtM i I don't tliiDk I woeld hnTa etepped ont of my 
vemndfth to tee the of HoUnnd if ht ririted Ceylon; bni I woald hAve 

nm ton milet to seo the IMncc of Wtlee. In thit rapeot 1 am aa Bnglieh* 
mao. altbongh. like Bt. Paid, sen Butcher g^boren, ion will romembOT my 
pmTiQf from the Dutch Bible that 8t. Pmu was a bnrgber I’ 
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ooQupied a large space in tlie eye of the pnbliCj, and was 
. to be honoured acoordingly. He says, ‘ For weehs prior 
to our departure we were dining out every day—at Sir 
Charles HacCarthy^s, with Mr. Alwis, (who gave a ball 
afterwards.) and elsewhere.* One interesting event 
occurred on the way to Oalle to embark on the P. & O. 
Steamer-for Europe. When passing through the village 
of Moratuwa, the home and property of a wealthy 
Singhalese gentleman, Mudaliyar Susew de Soysa, the 
carriage was stopped, and, as an expression of esteem, a . 
purse containing one hundred sovereigns was handed to 
Mr. Morgan by his admiring friend. The voyage across 
the Indian ocean, up the Red Sea, vid the desert and 
Cairo through the Mediterranean has been too often 
described to admit of the notes that were made by Mr. 
Morgan being printed. Twenty years ago, however, it was 
not so, and the memoranda m|Hle then, which still exist, 
would prove of considerable interest to Morgan’s personal 
friends^and connections who have not made the journey. 

This visit to England is thus summarised * Spent our 
time in England in- sight-seeing in London, visiting the 
chief provincial towns and Wales, conferring with Sir 
Richard Bethell 'and Mr. Erskine (of the privy council) 
on the Rajawella case, drawing up appellants’ case, going 
out to dinners, parties, theatres, operas, ballets, concerts, 
&c., &c., all the time worried by the dread shadow of 
that approaching parting with our dear children which 
every day that passed brought nearer.’ 

The interval, as has been stated, was partly occupied by 
business and partly by pleasure, and podsibly, a better 
idea could not be given of the manner in which the time 
was spent than by quoting a few of the letters which 
Morgan received whilst in England. It must be remem-« 
bered, however, that lus object in visiting Great Britain 
was three-fold, viz. j (I), to place his children at school; 
(2), to qualify for the tiaitu of an Ikiglish barrister; and 
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{3}, aa ootmsel for the Rajaw^a case^ then before the 
f*riT 7 Coancil. The two last-named objects brought 
him into contact with'a great man^ legal gentlemen 
of the highest position and character. Amongst others, 
of whom records exist that he was on more or less 
friendly terms, wereLord St. Leonards, Sir Pitzroy 
Kelly,‘Sir J. Stuart, Sir Edw. Ryan, Sir W. Page Wood 
(Lord Hatherley), the Right Hon’ble Spencer Walpole, 
B. Malins, M.P., Sir Hugh Cairns, (Lord Cairns) Lord 
. Justice Bruce, Lord Campbell, Sir James Stephen, and 
the Eight Hon. Ruasell Gurney. He also breakfasted on 
one occasion with Sir Benjamin and Lady Howes,—^most 
surprising event of his visit, for Sir Benjamin (then Mr. 
Howes) was the Under Secretaiy of State who strongly 
resisted the enquiry into Ceylon affairs which Mr. Mor¬ 
gan, through Mr. McChristie, secured. 

To turn, however, to th^ chief business object of the 
visit, viz., the application to the benchers of Lincoln’s 
Inn that a dispensation from the usual routine nyght be 
granted to the Ceylonese advocate and judge. Consider¬ 
able interest was excited by the lawyers mentioned above 
to procure the dispensatioai and the effort was aided by 
letters from the Governor and the Executive Council of 
Ceylon, also from Sir W. Carpenter Rowe, chief justice, 
and others. The sequel and the success will be found in 
the following documents 

To TbI HOHOBiBLB SOCIBTT OT BbHGEBBS IM LIKCOIN’B ImN. 

The Memorial of Bichaxs Fbancu Moboam. 
Sbxvbth,—T hat joar memoriaiut ia a naUTO the ulud of Ceylon, a:!^ 
after haring gone ^trough a coone ol edomUon eooh aa the colony afforded, 
riaited England'm 1840, with the view of completing hie general education, 
aadi bj Miring hu time in one of tbe Inu of oourt, qnaiifymg hinuelf to be 
celled to tbe bAr* Owing, bowenrer, to the enddan illneae of hie 

brother, whom yov memoiielift depended for ezpeneee, hd wm 
obliged io letnn to Oeplon within m monthe of hii urin^ in lngUnd. 

S. oa jonr memoiieliet'e retan to Oe^lcsi, he wu» on the Slit Deoem- 

ber 1840, edaitted A proctor ^ the eoprema ooert 
Sm ^pea^ A. of the ielAnd lod of He dietriot oourte, he haring 

before then eerred hie epprenUoeabip, and, ae the 
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BqIm lad ordart of 6tk * r^lm of ooort U»& in foroe loqtuod* ontegone 
15W. • oaminatioiL proMBtod by tbe rolet of oonrt.. 

6. T2iAt jcm merntnlidiit praotiaod «• a prootor (an ofioe analogoos to 
that of attonudi and t^ioitori in England, with tbe piirilago, boworar, of 
pleading in the oourta <A the iiland in all caiea without the intervention of 
an adTOoate, for there waa then no divieion of the bar in Ceylon) until the Slat 
day of January 1846, when he waa admitted end enrolled an advooate of the 

rapreme oonrt, ho having paaaed for that ptupoae 
Rnlea and ordert of 80th the further ezommation which the rnlea and 


Bocoxnber 1841. ordera of tho coort preembo lor the admiuioa 

of adrocaiea. On the 0th Febraary of the aamo 
year, your memorialiet wee alao adroittod and enrolled as an advocate of 
the vioe^adTniralty oonrt. 

. 4. That on the oocarion of the promotion of Mr. Jnctkie Temple from the 
distnet court to the bench of the enpreme court in 1866, the then Bight 
hon'ble the Secretary of State for the ooloniee decided that none but a 
profoseional lawyer ahonld bo appointed district judge of Colombo (the 
practice in Ceylon ha\ jng been b^ore then to appoint to judicial places men 
from tho otvi) service, who had never etudied the law and practised it) and 
rcqoirod the Governor of Ceylon to appoint a profosrional lawyer, il^any euch 
qualified for tho office could be found in Ceylon, or if not, to report the same 
to the Seoretary of State who promised, in mich case, to send out a man from 
the English bar. That Sir Heniy W^rd then, after conferring with the 
hon'ble the judges of the sapremo court, nominotod your memorialist to the 
post, and ho wee acoordingly appointed to it in 16&0%y tho warrant under 
the roya4 sign manual of Her Moat Omcioue Uajeety Queen Victoria. 

6. That your memorialist awnmed the dutlae of district judge of Colombo 
on the 16tb October 1866, and held it till tbo £4th December of the eome 
year, when he wae appointed to act ae poxfne justloe of the enpreme court of 
the ^and in the room of Hr. Juetice Sterling, who left Ceylon on temporary 
leave of abeevoo. 


6. That whilst your petitioner wae occupying a seat in the supreme court, 
the hpn'blc W. C. Selby, fisq., the Queen’s advocate of Ceylon, was obliged 
to leavo Ceylon on account of ill-health, and your memorialist woe requested 
by the Governor to vacate bis eeat on the bench in order to ostuine the duties 


of ,Quooq’s advocate, (analogous to that of attorney-general here with the 
ad^tional duties of pubHo prosecutor, there baiog no grand jury in Ooylon,) 
gvhioh he did on tho 19th November X8S^7^ That Her Majesty having been 
pleased to appqant Hr. Henry Byerly Thomson of the English bar to the 
offloe, on the death of Mr. Selby, yonr memorialist wns relieved from the 
duties of it on the arrival of that gentlemmi in Ceylon in July lost. 

7. That the Oeylon eharter of justice does not in terms require that the 
distriot Judges or even tho su|»eme const judges ifiMuld be of the English bar, 
yet it is felt most derivable that they should become members of it. Tour 
momoriAlist has always been snsloas to be admitted a member^of it on 
ooeotmt of the respectability and distinetion whkh attends it: he withes also, 
filling as he does, ahlgh and iafiuential ofiSioe to do whatever Ues in his power 
to^ encourage the young men of Oeylon to qualify themselves as Endiish barris¬ 
ters. Thers is another reason vrikkh renders him iurious to secure aoaQ to 

30 
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•which be eosukot refmn from mftMag allwoo. Tear b<HicaTaible society in 
Janoftry 1857 caQed to tbe Engliidi bar, hj gnniii^ a diepinaatioiL of the 
neoal termi| the 9crf gentleman wbo, ae a member of the Cejion oivil eorvioe, 
hold pToneiosally the appointment which has boon pennanently conferred 
upon yonr memorialist^ although hie claim wae founded upon hit basing been 
merely a member of the civil eenrice^ and not qualified by having been a 
practitioner of the Ceylon bar or oducated for the legal profetsion. Your 
znemorialist, feeling as he naturally doee, that the distinction ia one to which 
he alao may logitimately aspire as a person who has been trained in, and has 
prACtised, in the profession for a aeries of years, and has alterwardi by the 
common consent of the profession, the public and the Ooromment (as the 
papers in the appendix will abundantly testify) been appointed to high 
judioial places, he is most anxioua that your honourable society should confer 
upon him that dietigetion. ^ 

8. That your memorialist applied for leave of absence to visit England 
with the view of qualifying himself to be called to the English bar, but, 
though the Govemmont and the hon'ble the judges of the supreme court 
wore anxious that ho should obtain that dieUnction, the Governor could only 
give him tume months' leave, and even that is subject to the condition that 
your memorialist should, if neoeeeary, return to Ceylon earlier upon notice 
pven, as Hr. Temple, the second puisne justipo of the supremo court, is 
anxious to vitit England, after an abraee of rightoen ye&rs, and only awaits 
your motnorialist’s return to Coyka to fill his place to enable ^im (Mr. 
Temple) to leave the ifland. ’ 

That your memorialut was entered as a member of Lincoln's In^ on the 
28th January 1856, and is now keeping his terms, and has for, and 
intends to attend the lectures, constltational law and legal history, equity, 
jurisprudence and mvil law and common law. 

Tour memorialist respectfully prays your honourable society In connderatios 
of the premises to grant him a dispeu^ion of tenns, so as to enable him io 
be called at the first call of bar by your hon'ble society. 

The Colonial OfBce*—the head of which was the first 
Lord Lytton^alBO exerted itself in the manner which 
will appear from documents cited as follows 

Downing Btrxxt, 2th NovenAer, ^ 

Tbs Tbkabttrib «aKn fisNcncBs of Lincoln's Inn. 

GatirnninNi-^Beeretary Sir Edward Lyiton detires me to forward to you 
copies of two despatches from the Qavmor of Oeylon, in which the 
object foryhich Hr. Uorgan, the District Judge of Colombo, has repaired to 
England, is fully explained. Bir Edward Lytton detiroe me to state that the 
reports which have reached this office as to the oharaotor and fitness of Mr» 
Uorgan for the honor of being called to the En^ish Imr, relievo him from 
all hositatiem as to the support he should give to Mr. Morgan's applioa* 
tion, and I am accordingly to tnfonn yon that if it Is possible for your 



LETTEB FROM SIR ESNST WARD. 


235 


benchm meet Mr« Horgan’e wiebef, Sir E. Lytton irill derive mwh 
iatiffaction oa^teoeiving an mtiBiado& to effeotr 

I aai» &o.» 

T. Feed. Elliott. 

Fo. 42, Quben’s Hocsb, Colombo, 

ISt;^ 1S68. 

bftve the honor to eaeloee cop; of a loiter from Mr. Morgan, D. J. 
of Colombo, applying for leave of abeence for niao months to proceed tu 
England OB argent private offtura. 

Mr. Morgan bae explained to mo that the object of bis intended visit is, 
that be may take the necessary steps to bo called to the English bar, ns 
well 08 moke arrangements for the edneation of bis cbildron in England. 
Although Mr. Morgan’s term of service under this Government is short, he 
was, as stated in his tetter, employod as on un^oial member of the Logislu- 
the Counoil for a period of five yoan before hie appedntment to the poblio 
aervice. He has also been very ueoful in the importnnt posts which he held 
recently as a judgo of^he supremo court and as acting Qneen’s odvooate, axid 
as, moroover, a compliaooe with bis application at the present mopient, will 
not be attended with any inoonveoienco to tbo public service, ibu arrival 
of Mr. Tbomwu from England having relieved him from the latter office, 
1 have, with the concurrence of the ez.•council, granted him the leave 
solicited. e 

enclose the usual certiiioate containing the particulars required in the 
regulations for iho gnnt of leave of absence to publio officers. 

Mr. Morgan's duties as District Judge of Colombo will oontmue to bo per* 
formed by Mr. Lawson nndor the arrangement reported in my Despatch, No. 
289 of the 26th December last, and it is doe to that gontleman to add that 
the manner In which the business of the court bos boon conducted daring 
the last nine months has given general satiifaction. 

1 have, Ac., 

H. G. WaW). 

Sir E. B. LyUon, Bari. 

No, 46, MUctlianeous. lith August 1866. 

' 6ib,^ 1 have been requested by Mr. Morgan, long a leading momber of thu 
bar in this colony, and now 'District Judge of the court at Colombo, who is 
Tinting Europe on leave, under the ciroamstancee stated in my Despatch, No. 
*42, to solicit your bind intervention in his behalf at the Inns cf court, in order 
to facilitate his being caQod to the English bar, duxjng his short stay in 
England. Mr. Morgan is informed that dispensations orefrequently granted 
the benchers upon such recommeadAtion. And as he has already held one 
of the highest judicial offi^ in this colony, having acted twelve months os 
a member of tbe supreme oonit during the absence of Mr. Sterling, J Ten* 
tore to solicit yonr farounhle oonaderation of his request, which, I know, 
would be viewed here with much aat&ffaotion t 

I have, Ac., 

H. 0 . Waed. 


£«) £. B. Lytion, Bari, 
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The following remarks were endorsed on the peti> 
tion 

* On reading t\xd memorial of Ur. &. F. Uorgan ^and tbo aocompanyiiig 
papers ifc wm decided that a dispeneation in termi be granted, and that be ie 
at liberty to be proposed at the coort to bo held this day for proposing further 
which called at the bar,’ and on tbo date In quofrios, Ur. Morgan's call was 
moved by Lord Jnsticc Knigbt Broca. 

Favoured with so much influence and interest^ as has 
been stated^ the disponsation was granted, and, on the 
16th November 1858, Richard Morgan became a member 
of the bar of Lincoln's Inn* CongratulationH poured upon 
him from all sides, ^oo of which—froui Sir Richard 
Garth, chief justice of Bengal at tho time this bio¬ 
graphy is bciug prepared,—may be given 

TigPLK, Ifot'cialor 135B. 

My o&Ik 8ir,~I most sincerely rojojee with yon in boving eitoctod your 
object. I caw several of tbo bonebera upon the subject, and they all assured 
mo that, under tbo cirenmatanoos, you were sure to obtein your dbpeoflatiou. 
Had there boon aoy doubt about it, ipy good father-in-law, Mr. —would 
havo come up from the soa-ride for the purpoeo of rendering yon bis aid. 

I presume you will 'uow lose no time in making your arnmgunieuts for 
retumiDg to Ceylon. t 

Please romoraber me most sincerely to our good friend, and 

Believe me alwaye, 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) BiCHAED GAUTn. 

R. P. Morion, £s<3. 

Through some oversight the oath of allegiance was not 

taken by Mr* Morgan, and this omission was discovered 

only on the eve of his departure from England* Sir H* 

T* Erskine was applied to, and this letter was the result*: 

♦ 

Lincoln’s Inn, 20fh April 18S9. ^ 

My D£AB SiB,^Thf statute 1, 6.1, «tat. 2, c. 18, requires all barristers 
to take the oaths df Gdlcgiance within three months after practising in any 
court in Bnglsnd. 

There is a legion of snbsequent acts, and 1 cannot venture to say how far 
the proving of the acts extend to the ool^iei* 

I do not Sunk that the omiseion to take the oaths could affeet your status 
as English bairister, and practically Uie Annual Indemnity Act removes all 
oousoquonccs of ao omiasiou; but as* you baVs taken this step in order to 
carry with you to Ceyton the advantages of the status, 1 should, in your 
place, complete it by taking tbo oaths, which may be done any morning in 
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tho bai] coart where, bowerer, acoordiAg to my rocoUeetioB, it is ttpooisary to 
prodoce some 4ocimient which yon receive fromLinco^’s Iim. 

I hope U yoa come down hereobont, I shall have the pleasare of seeing 
yon. 

Ycmrs fsithfollyi ** 

(Signed) H. T. EasKiNX. 

il, P. Esq. 

P.S.^Oar courts sit on Thursday Slei April, and until Wednesday the 

27 th. 

It does aot appear that the oath was ever taken. 

In the meanwhile the Bajawella case was. occupying 
a great deal of Mr. Moi^n’s attention, and ho was fre* 
qnently iu consultation with the emjpent counsel engaged. 
.For his services in this case he had received, prior to 
leaving Ceylon, a fee of £1,000 from the Oriental Bank 
Corporation, thd largest amount ever paid as a fee to a 
member of the island bar. The proverbial' laVs’dclays* 
hindered the case coming before the Privy Council from 
time to time, till at length the expiry of Mr. Morgan's 
leave drew near. The agent of the Oriental Bank at 
Colombo brought the utmost pressure fo bear upon the 
local government to grant Mr. Morgan an extension of 
leave, but this was impossible, as Mr. Justice Temple was 
proceeding home, and if Mr. Morgan did not return, his 
for promotion, he was told, would bo overlooked. 
Each TTifl-il from Ceylon brought him shoals of letters from 
friends beseeching him to let the Bajawella case alone 
and return. The anxiety of the people of Ceylon is 
to be explained by the fact that Mr. Morgan was the 
incarnation of local claims receiving recognition, and it 
was highly desirable no single chance of maintaining the 
foothold gained should be lost. The ne^l^created bai*- 
rister was naturally anxiouB to take part in so notable a 
case as that of Rajawella, especially in a court so notablo 
and before judges so distinguished as those who presided 
over the Ihivy Council. He was oven ready to swallow 
a good deal of pride in his anxiety to do justice to his 
clients, for it was discovered that he would only be 
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allowed to appear as a janior: be was not to be permitted 
to argue tbe case in Westminster as he had been in 
Kan^. A farther postponement of the trial occurred; 
this decided the qaestion, and a passage was taken in the 
P; and 0. steamer leaving Marseilles early in April 1869. 

One episode of the English visit ought not to be passed 
over. Allusion has been made to the strange combination 
of circumstancos and altered relations which permitted 
of Mr. Morgan breakfasting with Sir Benjamin Howes, 
who was under colonial secretary in 1849, and who 
opposed the enquiry,into the affairs of Ceylon. More 
interesting still is it to find that with Sir Emerson Teu- 
nent, then president of tho Board of Trade, Mr. Morgan 
became on the most cordial terms of intidiacy. Ten years 
he had'gravely discussed tbe impeachment of Sir Emerson. 
Many meetings took place, and frequent letters passed 
between them. From tho^sheaf of letters preserved, a 
cluster, not private but of public interest to Cey¬ 
lonese of all races, is appended. Tennent’s * Ceylon’ is a 
classical work, beyond comparison it stands among the 
myriad works which have been published regarding that 
island' as Saul stood among his brethren, head and 
shoulders over them all. The passages now to be* given 
will show the pains Sir Emerson took to he accurate in all 
his statements', and may servo to open the eyes of those 
who know nothing of authorship from practical experience 
of the enormous labour undergone by an author who 
' verifies quotations’and tests alleged facts. The com¬ 
munications seem to have been received in tho order in 
which they ajre ‘placed. 

h 

TraTellyfl in tho Eoat mako coDBtont compUiatB of those who soil in the 
bftzoajs that they cheat, hocaose they accept leas than on^half what they 
originally name as tho prioe of any artiole. 

Kow in Tnrkey, and elsewhere, it was explained to me, that this areas from 
tho ^ero&oe in ooxtom between the people of the East and West. ' In tho 
West and m Enrope it is the ptaotke of the seller to name tbe price, but in 
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ibd Eait ifi u the ortetom for tho to make ea offers and for him to 
najno the priori to that when an Evopean or ao Eaetom basBar maa oika 
what ie the prioe of aoylartida, be riolatea the unal coBtom» and pnti on the 
aeller the anoocnetomed doty of TifiTniiig one. Hence come the prorerb of 
oat^eot mpior .* let erery man be a ind^ of what he wanti, both aato quality 
and o6tt« 

Now 1 have been told that in the baaeon in Ceylon tho eame praotioe 
prerailt, and that a notiTO when he eeee the article he wante, offere a jn*ice 
for but do6B not begin by asking what price the eoUef puts upon it. 
Can yon tell me if this be tho practiee in Ceylon as it is eloowbore in the 
East and in India P 

IL 

Axe there any nnbridged riven, now to be orOBied in boats, between Guile 
and Colombo P In 1S46 when 1 landed there were 

The Gmdnm, • 

Bentottei 
Caitora, and 
Pantnra. 

‘ III. 

I fotnm tho Oh$m>or with thanke. Can yon tell mo how the wdrd ambo 
(a mango) is spelled P Is it axnbo«*OT amta F 

IV. 


What is the prooiso mesAing of eaob^ tho throe words P 
galla. 

V. • 


Pednra* tiUIa* 


Would you tell me the meonlDgof thetwo words—bodJe and which 

are the terminations of the names oPso many places in Ceylon PJ Hol-bodde** 
Ram.bodd^Ambon.pittiya—Nawala>pittiya. 


VI. 

1 have always heard that the names of Purilawa meant the * valley of 
fiorcers ,*. Is this so, and 

1.—What are the precise wordi in Sbgholose P 
S.^Another derivation is from the gr<»t Clombay bean, the pnswael^ 
pui*w!iol«awa. But what does * awa’ mean P 


vn. 

Can yon throw any light on the ongin and derivation of the word cwry ? 

' It is said^but erroneously, to be Portngnee^^^orr^, but tho Portugnese 
^ave no such word. 

Curry was in use in Ceylon a thousand years before the Portugnese came 
to India. * 

It is emd agsjn to be from the Malabar word ctUha/y^ or the Hindoo 
que^moo. What say yon P 

vm. 

1. —Will you tell me what is the proper Slng^ialese nomo for the rio6«cakee 
which the Europeans call hoppert t I remembor seeing it qielled * oppa,* 

2. —Am I right now that Pedro«taB^galIa is from ' galla/ the rocife where 
grew the ioXla or * leaves ofihe.paJm trees' used for weaving into ps^nra nuUs. 

The following passage occurs In De Cento's History of the Portugnose in 
Asia, (Decada v, liv vi, c. xi, vd. il, part % .p. 17.) Bpeekbg of the sacred 
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IX. 

footet^ on Adam ’0 Peak, h9 aa^t hia opinion ii, tlint it » ^he footitnp of 
Bt. Thomai * noB parcce quo podon Bodo Bomawentumdo Apostolo 8. Tlxomd’ 
•^and ono roaaon hB aBiigno iii ttiat a timilar improBBton, only made \>j the 
knees and not by the loot of St. Thomasi waa then exiftingm a Btone quarry 
at Colombo, * o aMim motzno homoB nodoas de joelhoe, qne OBtam impreBae a 
dii do hojo om huma pedra grande que odd na parte da pedreira do Colombo/ 

Query.^Whore wae the atone, and doee it still oxiet P 

' X. 

On the rooks at tho Galle-bnok, between Queen's bouBo and the soa, there 
QjtQ the remaina of u aanton's tomb, whidh is held in great veneration by the 
hloore of Colombo. 

Query.*—!, What was the ot thie Uohomedan sunt P 
2, What was his story P 
8, What the date of hie death P 

About forty years ago there was an engraved stone, which bore an inscrip¬ 
tion in Arabic characters, and recorded the death of an Arabian saint who 
diod in tho year 916 a.d. In 1818, H was serving as a door step to one of 
the houM in thoPettab : see Twisaeftons of tbo Boyol Asiat. 8oc., vol. 1, 
p. 640. 

4, Is" anything known of tho stone now; or of the saint, whose 
name it boro ? 

8, or what building it cadie from ? 

XI. 

May I bore yon with a little more 8m||»aleso philology ? 

i.—^he QaJle«bnck. This I havo discovered in tho Galle-baak or GoUe* 
&<iakea—the beacon or light which the Dutch placed on those rooks. 

XI,.But what does tho Galle face come from P Ifl /ace any corruption of 
Singhalese P 

iii.—What does Cclpitty take its name from P Is it Col-pittiya, the leafy 
village? 

The note I sent yon the other morning about ambo, b with reference to 
the name of Colombo; which it has been the fashion to derive from Cof-ombo, 
the losf of the mango. But this is not so. The town was originally a 
village at the bonks of the Kalany, and being at tho ferry over that river was 
then called Kalaiwtctte. Thu the Moors corrupted into Jfoiambu and 
CulimbUt and tho Portugueso, In honour of Columbus, wrote it Colomboe 
As to the leaf of the mango tree, H has no resemblance to a leaf and the 
mango tree (sinde^nn^rted from India) was then little known in Ceylon. 

XXI. 

Can you toll me the title of the ordinance passed by Sir Henry G. Word, 

•V for 

1, reviving the customs connected with the maintenance of works for 

irrigatioa P 

2, und the date at whbh it was passed P 

8, and can you 1st me have the names of any plaoes at whbh tanks have 
been repaired under it P 



^ ABASIO INSCSIPTIOtr. 


241 


Hr. Morj^n was not himself able to- answer all these 
questions, and some he referred to friends at home. 
Lorenz wrote thus regarding one questionI have not 
been able to get any information whatever on the points 
you sent from Sir E. Tennent. Casie Chitty has put me 
on the scent respecting the St. Thomas’ stone, but 1 
have not had time to follow it up. Wo expect a vacation 
in April for twenty days, and I shall thon devote myself 
to a little " antiquities,” and write to Sir E. Tennent 
himself if I shall have succeeded in getting anything 
worth sending him. I asked old Herr of the kachcheri 
some days ago whether he had hcai'd of the stone with 
the Ai'abic inscription, and he said, “There was no 
EBCOBD of it.” *I find on reference to a noto-book of 
mine, that I have a copy of the inscription which was 
sent by Sir A. Johnstone to Professor Wilson, and by 
him reduced into modem Ai'^bic and deciphered. And 
1 see it noted (but whence the thing suggested itself to 
mo I ,know not) that the stone formed the “ threshhold 
or stepping-stone to the verandah of a Dissawe—qu ? 
Dissawc Beling.” This note was made some fifteen years 
ago when I was a boy, and I forget all about it. I shall, 
however, hunt up the houses of all the Diaaawes, and en¬ 
deavour to get at it.’ 

During his absence from Ceylon Mr. Morgan was kept 
well informed by his numerous friends of what was trans¬ 
piring in the legal and political world in which ho 
was a leading actor. Mr. (afterwards Sir) Charles 
McCarthy was a frequent correspondent, and one of his 
letters, dated 29th September 1858, gives amost interest¬ 
ing glimpse of the affairs then occupying attention. 
He wrote:— 

* I have sinoe heiird with lively the dUQcen of your mala object 

in vieitiiig England, by yov rajdd and flattemg to the bar. I prerane 
your return to Ceylon will now not be d^yed beyond tbe time yon originally 
proposed, espooially ae Mr. Temple bas applied for leave of absence. I hope 
of our meeting before yonr return. As yon will probably bavo heard, I have 

31 
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detennindd to delay no longer my long-projeoted trip to Bi 2 r<^, and here 
obtained from the Gcremor fifteen montba* leave from the begumiiig of Miuoh 
next. I have engaged cabine in the iteamer which tonohea at Oolle about the 
2&d or 8rd of that montbi and wo hope to be at Bontbampton in the first week 
of April. 1 look forward with some pleasure, u yon may imagine, to seeing 
all my friends agmn, and ' taking a life bath in England’ (as Montalembert 
baa it) after an abeeuce of nearly eleven yean. My last arrival in Europe, in 
February 1846, was ooinoident with the dowsfaU of Lonia Philippe. It will 
bo a ouriooa, but not altogether unexpected chance, if I now oome in for the 
npsot of Louie Napoleon. I cannot think that in a country like France ho 
ikn bo mnoh longer penuittod to play such ’ fantostio tricks before high 
heaven.’ 

Tour account of Ceylon mon and tldngs in England is most enrioua and 
intereating. I can (luite understand the rise and pro valence of opinions such 
as you describe about cxpendltore, Ac. We certainly ere goingrathor fast, 
and shall have to poll op, I think, before long. Bot it is not, as yoa Justly 
remark, the money spent on irrigation works that U to be grudged, or that 
is likely to be excessive in amount. The alarming thlng.to me is the quantity 
of money thrown away on roods, on which there is not, and never will be, any 
remunerative traffic and the general tendency in all public deportments, not 
safficiently chock sd, to look on more expenditure as a tonum per sc without 
reference to its resnlt^tu think it, in short, a virtnona thing to* spend money 
for tbo mere sake of sponding it. 

With regard to the railway, I find a good deal of alarm abroad here of tho 
kind indicated in tho ouolos^ letter which I cat out of tho Ccfjlon Tinwsof 
yosterday. I don't know who ^Colonist’ is, though tho editor, oa will 
see, speaks of it oj a well-known signature. 

1 hear the directors in England ore greatly offended (and no wonder) at 
the enormous expense of tbo inauguration dinner which will not fall far 
short of, if it does not cxceod, two tbonnod pounds I I pleaded in vain 
against it at the time, for it seemed to me that the same ond might bo 
attained by a mnoh cheaper defnonetrati(m. 

With ail this, our finaneisi prospects arc good. My estimate for revenue 
for the ensuing year is no less than £640,000, and, as you know, 1 always 
take care to be on the safe ride in ostimaUng. 1 have little donbt that the 
actual results will give over £630,000. If, instead of letting oui miscel¬ 
laneous ^ponditnre go on increasing in proportion to revonne, we hod been 
content sternly t>o keep it down for a few years longer to the average amount 
of the first few years of this riccado, t.e., to about £400,000, wo might have ^ 
constructed the out of current revenue without incurring a farthing 

of debt. As it isf wo shall atOI do well enough with common care and 
prudenoe, which, howovor, somewhat nnoommon qualities everywhere. 

1 dare say the colnmne of the Observer will have enlightened you as to a 
very nn^r and nnoandid attack made by the bishop of Colombo on the 
Bobool commission, over which I have the honour to preside, sm attack which 
I was obliged to rebut somewhat vigoronriy. I don’t think his lordship will 
take up tbo gan&tloU again in a hairy. 

Our friend Darley has come back. Mnoh as 1 always liked him, and 
greatly as I appreciated his sterling intelloot and o&araotor, I find him much 
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improred bj hii reaidmce in Suropa. It b qoite rohaabing to com^ m 
oontobt irith «o nmob vigour and bonwijr in tbu «oak6what rolued intal* 
leotiml otmosphore. The Governor hea juet offered him a eoat in the Legbia- 
tivo Counoili but| Ibelievo, ho hae decided on not accepting it, a step which I 
regret, though I quite apprecdato hie motivea for it. 

ConsideriDg that the prosperity of Ceylon has risen to a 
great and unexampled height by the adoption' of the 
policy Sir Charles MacCarthy condemns, his vaticinations 
acquire additional interest. 

Mr. Morgan’s most genial correspondent from Ceylon, 
however, was Mr. Lorens. In a letter wiitton from the 
district court, Colombo, on the 15^1 of December 1858, 
Mr. Lorenz said 

* I was ansoui to write to you by this mail, but the debutot in oouuoil and 

a heavy ship case in cdhrt completely ovorwholmed mo: and it is just by good 
Ittok I have discovorod that there is to bo on aftcMnml at thrso tc^y, and 
BO, here goes. ^ 

* You^U road fully in the papers the result of the Quoon’s udvocateb two 
bills—the Cooly Immigration and Kandy Uaniage bill. Tho former will, I 
believe, pass mufiter, but the Utter ftu made a mull of. The Queen’s 
advocate got very ** obetropnlous,’' and the Govenior coipplainod to. me 
privaioly that 1 bohavod with * more than usual coptiousnoss.' But it arose 
from a desire to save all that difficulty and mischief which must nooeasariJy 
Tosult from having two codes of Uw in Sandy. You will observe that cl. 18 
of the new ordinance only legalises each tnarriages as were contracted iu 
Kandy, according to tho laws and customs prevailing there aiihe <if the 
contract/* Now, seoing that all these Uws and customs bod ceased in 1649, at 
tho confirmation of Ko.Yl of 1 thought it necossary that the words ** at 
the time ot tho contract*' should be omittedi and that tho following words 
should be added at the end of the clause, ** anything in the Ord. No. VI of 
1857 to the contrary notwithstanding.'* You have no idea howrancouroosly 
the Qneen's advocate opposed this, u well as every other amendment, simply 
befiaose 1 had just previously thrashed him on as aznondmest is the cooly 
ordhtanoe, by which I got execution against porson recognised in cases under 
do, rooovorablo as penalty 1 He quoted the judges of the supreme ooffrt 
ag^st me: uid I next day appealed to the chief jos^ee, who said he had 
not expressed any o^nion on the 88th ol. of No. VI oS 1647) bat had only' 
said that no case had orison fpr adjudiosHon. And he privately requested the 
Quoou's advocate to qualify his asssrtioir—lohieh he cUd not do J Bo 1 
protested, and got Hr. Wall to sign the |»otest with me. D. of ooorw. 
backed out, at he genetuUy duet, whenever 1 am cm one side. You will read 
my protest in the papers. New, tt (forgetting for a mmaent that you are 
now a Oovsmmont maa—but rememheriag the good<)f Uto oology, and the 
siisohief that awt reentt from this most extraordinary ^oce of patoh'Work) 
U, I say, yem can secuiu an opportunity of ddng good isrvioe to the colon y 
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1 bopo 7011 will not fail to do to 1 if it were onl; to Ixare the bill sent back 
for re«ooB 9 ideratioo. It m not even referred to a anb-eommittee t and wbnt 
annoyed me meet waa tbe oelf^oonoeited style in which both Governor oad 
Queen's advocate set about repealing a mearare so carefully considered and 
d^berately settled. 

*All the official mombers of connoii were with me. I need not mention 
Gibson, Oanlfiold, and Layard, because yon are aware how careful they 
(espeoially the former two) generally are, and how unwilling to disturb 
ancient landmarks. But, of course, they were bound by ** instructions.’* 
Bird was absent. Edoramansinger Mudaliyer, and the other unofficial 
member, not yet appointed. 

' We have had field work since Thursday last. The Queen's advocate and 
all the rest of the bar agmnst me. The case is one of u priocipal in the court 
praying that a fraudtdent judgment obUdned ogainst him on the admission 
of his agents should be set abide. It took up five days, pnncipolly with the 
Queen's advocate’s oroei*examinations and speeches. 1 threw him over on 
almost evory question, and had a most magnificent shy (in a good'homoured 
way) at him in my reply. Poor (who acts for Lawson) woe in an awful 
way, ondf^avouring all the time to get us to settle the eoeo, telling eoe^ parti/ 
that if he did’nt settle, judgment would go against him. I was so annoyed 
ut this that, in U^y reply, I complaiood 0 ! It, and said that after ull the 
advantages I experienced in having the whole bar against mo singly, and the 
fact that 1 had tiofonOHslv UQ bonost|*ind righteous case, it was ha/rd^ itncom* 
mrmly hard, that the court should have looked to to compromise the case. 

—» felt the thrust. 'But ho Is going to give me judgment, if in the moan* 
time ho does not succeed in getting the opposite party to take a compromise, 
so as to avoid giving a judgment against his chief, 

' This is all the news 1 bate for you. Many thanks for your Christmas 
present, and the compliment you paid me in folding down the page about 
CsDsar! Bnt I must say, that 1 never read such rubbish in all my life : such 
unmitigated proposition. Ex. <jr, (from memory) 

* That's what 1 always say, when yon wmit a thing to be done soon, Bo 
it yourselfdo not Icove it to bo done by another !*’ 

' To which I reply: " Thom's just my sentiments.’’ 

' Talking of poetry, what do yon say to John Giles in the Observer ? You 
will, of course, road the compliments which have been heaped on mo, in r6 the 
grant*in«(ud system. The Governor assured me privately that the sentiments 
hesexprossod in public only/ett short of the obligations be felt for the satlA 
factory manner in which I had conciliated all parties! The bishop was 
within an inch sf embracing mo. He positively ea^^d at my house, to 
thank me. 

' I hope you have seen old Malcolm: and I hope yon will boo Holland 
before you return. Depend npon it, yon will have lost a great treat if you 
lose thd*opportttnity. In going through Holland, don’t forget (when you are 
at Leyden) to call upon the at Wannond (S| mOes from Leyden.) Their 
kindness will amply repay your visit. *At Leyden, you should take up yonr 
residence at the ' Goude Zoo,’ a comer honse in Breede street, kept by 
Juffromo Sohlette, who knows how to moke people comfortable. 
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' Don't forget to spend a few days in going through the British mnioaiD. 
Ton ought to ask to see Hennaan's ooUection of Ceylon Plants, which so 
iDterosted W. Fergoson.* ^ 


Another fetter, dated 14th March 185D, contains some 
interesting facts about the Examiner newspaper becoming 
a burgher organ. • 


' 1 don't think I ever mentioned to yon of onr haring purchnsed tho 
£(camtrter from John Selby, and placing it in the hands of Louis Noll. Yon 
will bo able to see for yotmclf how far wc aro deserring of public support. 
It pays its way, and has acquired 6fty addirionaJ subscribers, since we took 
it up. Tucked a quarrel with us for not haring supported his brother 
in a rubbishing dispute he got into with Dr. ; und 1 had a little 
passage at arms \nik both the brothers and Dr. Bllioit on tho subject, but 
havo survived it. Tho eonsoquonce was that*—* hud ashy at the paper, 
sneering at the ** bovy of lawyers'* wbo conducted it, n sneor wbiob we took 
up, and administered another in rot urn, which rifcaced the assailant at 
once. In other respects, wo arc doing an well as oan bo ospectod.** You 
will, of course, suy, ** Pray don’t allow it to interfere with your j^usinesa 
but I hope you will iramodiately correct yourself by saying, ** Oh, by the 
way, Lorenz never did allow himself to be distracted frOln his busincse.” 
Thanks bo to old Driebig who taught mo tho trick. 

* Between ourselves, very high oiiwione have been expressed rospocting 
tbo tone and spirit of the articles—ahem !*^which have appoarod in the paper. 
And if (us I hope) wo succeed in keeping up tho tiling, Fred., Louis, and 
inyself*b6ing a sufficiontly strong staff for tho purpose, we shall prove that 
Ceylon after oU has arrived at a poritioo when her children can speak out 
for themselves ; and that, in doing so, they can ozorciso the moderatiou 
which even English joumaJists have fi^ed to observo.’ 


England was left by Mr. and Mrs. Morgan in April, and 
on their way through France, several days were passed 
in Paris—most enjoyably. The projected visit to Holland 
had to be gfiven up, owing to the urgent need for Mr. 
Morgan in Ceylon. At Suez the homeward bpund travel¬ 
lers were glad to find the vessel in which they left 
Ceylon, the Nemesis, awaiting them, and without further 
adventure they arrived safely at Galle,•'having met with 
no accidents, and not having suffered at all, save through 
slight sickness in England caused by change of climate. 
Soon after landing, however, and whilst on the way to 
Colombo, the horses in the carriage bolted, an upset occur¬ 
red, in which some of the occupants suffered severely, lead¬ 
ing Mr. Morgan to note in his diaiy, with emphasis, tho 
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story told of Sir Francis Brake^ who was in danger of 
being drowned in the Thames. ' Wbat!' sai'd the navi¬ 
gator^ * after havii^ been, all roand the world on bound¬ 
less seas, am I to be wrecked in a dit<^ likeAhis f ^ 

Two letters from Sir Emerson Tennent are of interest 
and value. From one of them it will be seen there was 
some question of Mr. Morgan being made chief justice 
whilst in London, or soon after his return to the Colony. 
The first is dated London, January 3rd, 1859, and is as 
follows:— 

‘ I deferred writing^ to you till I should be able to say 
something definite «bout tho matter you are so much 
interested in. The steps which I took were these: in 
addition to personal communications as to your claims T 
thought it expedient to write a letter to tho colonial office 
on the subject, and I accordingly wrote to Mr. Merivale, 
who, being a lawyer, has always the most influential 
voice in all legal appointments. I said that if of the two 
courses, either to send out a chief justice from home or 
promote a puisne to tho chiefship, the former were adopt¬ 
ed, I, of course, had nothing further to say at present, but 
that if tho latter course were taken, then 1 thought that 
not only on personal but on public grounds, it would be 
wise and expedient to place you permanently on the bench 
— wiee, because your individual qualifications are of 
the highest order, and your character appreciated and 
admired by your countrymen—and above all, expedient, 
to advance a man, who may be taken as the head and 
representative of the class of gentlemen lom and educated * 
in Ceylon. Lhdve pointed out that the intelligence and 
importance of. those gentlemen are every day increasing, 
that they fill the confidential places in every office, public 
aud private; that it will bind them to the. paternal 
British rule if ihey see their own men of merit signaliaed 
and advanced: and that of aUtmedee of advancement 
none would so prominently recommend itself as placing 
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a gentleman of your rank on the bench, in which capacity 
your frienda in every comer of Ceylon would be grati¬ 
fied by^ the sight of your elevation during your circnita 
through the island. 

' I have little doubt myself that when a vacancy on the 
puisne bench occurs, your claim to confirmation will be 
agreeably recognized. But I find that on the present 
occasion it is all but settled to send out a chief from the 
home Imr. The man is not yet announced, but some elee¬ 
mosynary whispers point to Mr. Isaac Butt, the M.P., 
for Youghal in Ireland. Mr. Butt < is a most able man, 
but not, I apprehend, a very profound lawyer. He began 
life as a Uiteraieur, and for many years edited the Dublin 
University Magazine and wrote for the press in various 
ways. Then he wont to the bar and got a certain amount 
of practice, chiedy owing to his ability as a speaker, and 
his extreme views as a Tory i^litician of the ultra-school. 
He then entered parliament as a consorv^ivo, but gradu¬ 
ally modified his views and opinions, and at length avowed 
himself a Liberal and something more. His parliamen¬ 
tary duties, interfered with his professional ongagements, 
and his business altogether ceased. As he adhered 
firmly to the Whig government, it is more than probable 
that he will be rewarded by the chiefship of Ceylon. 
If so, you will gain the society of a most amiable, agree¬ 
able and able man. 

* Your own twn will come, and when it does, I shall 
^ways be ready to restate my strong conviction of your 
signal qualifications and superior claims. 

‘ As to your unhappy railroad, we are all in suspense 
hero, awaiting the report of the contractors’ agents in 
Ceylon and the award of the engineers here. I sincerely 
hope and trust that it will end in discouraging any rail¬ 
road in Ceylon at present. 

* I was sorry to see Sii^eniy Ward’s angry message 
to Council, and his ill-judged and ill-founded attack on 
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Major Skinner. But Major Skinner’s manly^ and digni¬ 
fied reply was so triumpliant a defence as to silence the 
Goremor’s petulant and unwise attack. ^ 

‘ The success of my book on Ceylon has been truly 
astonishing. Threo editions are exhausted, and we go 
to press again to-day with a, fourth edition. I enclose 
you a paragraph, which you might hand to the Ceylon 
Timee, mentioning the curious fact of copies of the 
second edition being sold for &A each! 

* I have had a nice letter from your son, which I enclose, 
as it will gratify you ^ud his mother. I have written to 
him by this day’s post.’ 

The second letter, dated White Abbey, Belfast, 80th 
August 1859, was as follows:— 

' Two kind letters of yours are now nnanswored before 
me: the last having followed mo here from London. 
Once in each year, I come pver to Ireland mysOlf, as my 
landed property hero requires an annual attention: 
and, then, each alternate year, my family acc 09 ipany’ 
me, the intervening autumns being spent somewhere 
on the continent of Europe. But Ireland being my 
native country we have many attached friends, and two 
months pass away very happily in a tour of visits from 
house to house until it is time to return to London for the 
winter and parliament. 

'We are now on one of these annual excursions among 
our relatives and friends, and going from one country- 
house, to another: and in the midst of one of these ycur 
last letter has reached me. First, let me intimate that 
long ere this reaches you, my book on Ceylon will have 
been seen, in sheets however, in Colombo, whither J 
despatched three copies some weeks ago. The publica¬ 
tion was delayed by intelligible causes; a long time 
was required to engrave the wood-cuts and maps, and 
then, no bookseller will publish a great work in sum¬ 
mer, when everybody is out of London; they Wait tdl 
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October, when the ab^ntees ere retoming, and when 
conntry'hoQses are filled for the winter and reading 
begins, so my book will be ont and in the bands of .the 
public by the time yon receiye this. And, along with 
its appearance, there will be an article upon it in the 
Bdiinhitrgh Review, written by the greatest authority on 
Natural Science, now living,—Professor Owen, and as he 
has expressed a most favourable opinion of it, the work 
will be launched under good auspices. I hope to send 
for your acixptance one of the earliest of the complete 
copies, and it will gratify me to know that it ^ves you 
satisfaction. 

* I shall wait anxiously the arrival of the railroad 
papers which Mr. Swan has promised you to send for 
me. I am seriously concerned at all I hear abcTut this 
sad affair; and your letter adds to my alamr, as I don’t 
see my way out of such a complication. How on earth are 
you to induce a company formed, not of their own vwre 
motion, but at the invitation of Govemhient, and under 
its direct auspices and guidance through an (^oardirector, 
how you ore to induce a body so formed to surrender 
their'contract, disburse the capital provided, and forego 
every advantage secured to them, is more than 1 can 
dearly see, and yet to go on, is to dare ruin deliberately. 

' You are now in the full fruition of your weU>eamed 
honours as a judge of~the supreme court. I almost feel 
that I do injustice to the individual in the amount of 
gratification which I feel at seeing a man of your descent 
*^'in the highest places.’* I fear that I am almost mere 
pleased on the elevation of the body yow bpiong to than 
in your own exaltation. Bat when I remember the venom 
which was so often called forth by every expression of 
my good opinion of the burghers I have a personal 
triumph.in your success. I remember the thrill with 
which 1 heard the ret^k on one occasion, when 1 
expressed, on my arrivid in C^lon, my suiprise that I 

82 
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had met none of the horgher gently at the parties at 
which 1 had been received. ** Oh no, the persons ^ou 
have met constitnte the aoeiety of Colombo, and the 
burghers are not included in that term.^' So here, 
by one turn of the wheel, a body of English officials 
found themselves in a position, at their will and plea> 
sure, to exclude and taboo every gentleman of Ceylon 
from "society^’in the land of his birth—and that, too, 
including men of ability and acquirements far in excess 
of the excluded. It is a liearifeU pleasure to me that 
the tide has turned, and that a burgher gentleman now 
takes the highest seat in the presence of the ' society’ who 
assumed a spurious superiority over his fellow-country> 
men. I thank you heartily for the copy of “Journey 


to Ceylon” which reached me safely; and which in com> 


pliance with the wish of Mr. Lorenz, I shall carefully 


return to him. 


' I do hope that on the first intimation of a permanent 
seat on the benbh in Ceylon, you will write to me in 
order that, if I can bo of any service, it may be rendered 
promptly in your behalf. And may 1 also remind you, 
that when any of your friends are visiting England, 1 
shall be happy to receive them not on your account 
alone, but from my attachment to their country ?’ 

For nearly four years after his return, events passed 
very quietly with Mr. Morgan, and without much change. 
He once more mounted the bench, in place of Justice 
Temple, on leave; and Sir William Carpenter Rowe, chief 
justice, having suddenly broken down, he became acting' 
senior puisne justice, remaining in this position till 1860, 
when Sir Edward Creasy arrived to take tho first place 
on the bendi. In 1861, Mr. H. B. Thomson was nominate 
to tho 'ftenoh, and Mr. Morgan acted for him as Queen’s 
advocate till the end of 1862. Mr. Thomson, on the 
return of the judge who J^een on leave, reverted 
to his substmitive post. Sir Charies MacCarthy asked 
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Mr. Morgan to act as depat; Queen's adTocate for a time, 
especiallj as hie assistance would be of great value to 
him legislative!;. The Ce;loueBe communit; were 
anno;ed at this request, considering that an affront was 
being put upon their leader and 'champion. Not sCf, 
however, did he view matters himself. He knew better 


than most others the strong prejudices which existed 
against an; one bom in the country occupying what is 
really the most influential post in the island, viz., that of 
Queen's advocate. This became to him a reason why he 
should strive to obtain it. He ha^ also learnt that it 
was desirable sometimes to stoop to conquer, so he 
accepted the infeiior post, intending therebyto strengthen 
his claim for the chief appointment when it became 
vacant. In this he acted wisely, for a few monthtf after, 
viz., in Janusd-y 1863, ho received tho higher a'ppointment 
not only without any reserve but also with the most 
pressing and cordial desire the Grovernment. Then 
commenced thirteen years of the most Valuable public 
labours which it has been the good fortune or opportunity 
of any man bom under oriental skies to i-ender to the 
country of his birth, since Europeans have been in the 
East. A new departure may fitly be noted by the begin> 
ning of a new chapter. Before, however, viewing Mr. 
Morgan in his career as an official, a letter from his 
pen addressed to his friend, Mr. Darley, may be pub¬ 
lished. Now, eighteen years after it was written, the 
counsels contained in it need strongly' urging upon 
Englishmen in Ceylon and Anglo-Indians generally. 
Mr. Morgan wrote;— * . 

TlfR WUfST BUXI^ALOW, 

^ June I 860 . 


Ur DSAE Dablct,-'*! OftU«d at Qqm’s how jresterday to moko my 
•ftlaam, asd o unal wai treated to a loog homily on all sorU of rabjecta-*^ 
tho mdlwaj and the coancil hoing prominent amongit them. The nijah 
spoke at length, and in rather a melting tone of yon, and the conununioatione 
he had with yon on the enhjeot of the railway, and expreaeed hie great regret 
«that yon wonld not md him, at thia janotare, hy coming to the eonnoil. * He 
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hM the iaeUnct ol oppontion in him* he * bnt ie §o nghUminded m fill 
tbinge> ugneB eo fturlj, and spe&ks hie mind ont bo boldly and atmght* 
lorwai^y, that there is no man to whom I oan listen with greater attention, 
and whose advioe I am more williog to reomre.' He oud he nnderetood we 
were great friends of old and wished to know why X thon^t yon were so 
opposed to coming to the oonnoil, and whether yon conld he moved,**-parti« 
onlarly now that he heard Mr. Bntler was coming ont. 1 told him that I 
knew that on prindplo yon always gbjeoted to give your time and attention 
to any work nnloes you conld really do good in it, and that, when member of 
council, yon often felt how powerless yon were for good $ that in addirion to 
this, I believed that yonr bnslness woe absorbing all yonr time and attention 
and that you conld not afford to pve any to other mattora | that I had not 
heard, end was not prepared to believe that Bntler was coming or that it 
would make any difference if he did. Sir Henry went on talking on other 
matters and said that Hr. Hawksbaw’s report would oertunly como next 
tn^, that Brassey and Ogilvie and Poto bad made their tenders which were 
nnsealod for a week^he lut extenrion being allowed by the Secretory of 
State to Captain Moorson’s friends who were anxions to make a tender too. 

It is not unlikely bat that His Sxcellenoy will try yon once more. I 
have be^ thinking of the mattor rinoe, and 1 am sure yon will excuse the 
liberty I take submitting my views for yonr oonsideratioD. 

Much os you profess to deride the oedony and things colonial, more I fancy 
in joke than in earnest, no one, 1 am satisfied, is more alive than you are to 
the responsihilitiee which residenoo \a a foreign land, and oarrying on one's 
avocations there, entgil upon an Boglishman and a Christian. When the 
time oomeB, as I sincerely hope for yonr sake and that of your {amUs that it 
soon will, for you to leave the island, you will doubtless wish to leave a name 
that will be lemembeied and loved s you will doubtless wish to have reooUeo* 
tiona and oasodations of acme little good done by yon, to look book upon. 
The present, I feel persuaded as much from the views I have heard yon 
express, os from all the eonriderotions I have been able to give to the tub* 
ject, is a most critical time for Ceylon. On the deoirion that will be come 
to on the subject of the railway wiH depend, I much fear, our destiny for a 
Qoist and moderate pro^erity or lor days of debt and distress and embaiv 
rassmeat in the rime to como. The importoaoe of the ocoarion therefore is 
obvious. 

Next, look to youreelf. I have too much respect for you to suppose you con 
be moved by empty words, and I know I should beonly desjnsed by yon if I 
said that which I did not honestly and sbcerely leel. But really thm is no* 
one amongst the merchants whose views will be reodved with greater atten* 
ticn and respect than yours by the Oovemment or the public. Look toithe 
offioaals—the GeneraJ, Gibson, Sldnnor, OauHold, Layord, Saunders, Sim^ 
Braybrooke, by all of whom what fells from you will hm fax greator wdght 
than whflt might be sold by any one else t and if any man can bring Bir 
Henry over, or felling that, sucoessfolly o^ose him, you are the person to 
so. There is no one then whe eon join the ooancil at this moment with 
greater proapects of nsefnlneas than yourself. Ooniideriug the oocasion, 
oonsidoring that by taking a port now yon may do some good, or at least 
secure to yourself the oonsciousness of having done your best to avert mis* « 
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forinne, will it not be well to make for a time the eeerifioe which the datiee 
will entail npoii*yoQ, and join the coimoil ? Yon will recoUeot what ameee 
that bodj made of the affw laet time. Rain, podUve niin mnet ensue, if 
the trumpet now gwee on uncertain sound, and that must be the case onleae 
there is one in council oloarheaded enough to nndorstand the object in all 
ite bearinge, and etrong-mlnded enougb to resist the eophisirp and faseduw 
tion that will be largely used by th<Me who will etrire to fasten the mill-stone 
round our noeV. 

For a very different reason, therefore, to what would soom to influenoo the 
Governor in wishing yon to joiii the conn^, but with aB iheeameftnees is 
the world, do I wish yon could overcome your objections and jmn the eounoil 
even for a time, i.e., until the r^way diiBcnliy is all settled and over. 

You must ezouse my troubling you with this; 1 had no idea when 1 oom- 
Tueneed that 1 wee going to write so long a letter. Don't take the trouble 
of replug to it. If I can get away from court oarly enough one of these 
days, I'll eall and see you. 

Believe me, 

Youre very truly, 

* (Signed) Rjchabd F. Mo&oas. 



CHAPTER VII. 


CHIEF LAW ADVISER TO THE CROWN; POUTICAL 

TROUBLES. 

1863—1864. 

Earlt in ] 863, Richard Francis Morgan was sworn in as 
Queen’s advocate of Ceylon ; the gans from the old Dutch 
fort announced the fact to tho dwollofs in the capital. 
The ai^ent Radical of 1848.50 had becomea pillar of the 
State, and for fourteen years afterwards was a central 
figure in the land, at times seemed to be the pivot on 
which the chief affairs of Government turned. The 
district judge of^olombo (Mr. T. Berwick) used no more 
eulogy than was justifiable of the deceased when, the day 
after Sir Richard Morgan’s death, he said, ‘ In all the 
affairs of tho colony it is unnecessary to speak for of its 
history ilfe rnagna para feuit.’ Few men have ever 
attained to such wide spread and peculiar influence as he 
exerted. His position was unique and was recognised 
as such. Of local knowledge he was so full that his 
well'Stored mind was apparent in all he said, and when 
Governors or colonial secretaries wished for infQrmation 
concerning particular despatches or the bearing of civ. * 
cumstances wjiich had occurred at any period for thirty 
years, what was needed was fnrni^ed from the rich 
stores of his memoiy. 

The events of the period to be dealt with in this and 
bucoeedmg chapters at first eight appear to give colour 
to the remark, repeated more than once -after Morgan's 
appointment of Queen’s advocate had been confirmed. 
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* Ah t the old stoiy. The Radical has torned courtier 
when office is in sight/ This was not fair in regard to 
Mr. Morgan. It may be well at the present juncture to 
show this, so that when the events come to be considered, 
what there is to be urged on his behalf may be borne in 
mind. To the end of his days, Morgan was a strong 
Radical, but not in great sympathy with the cries and 
aspirations which filled the mouths and hearts of younger 
politicians on the side to which he belonged. Few indeed 
are the men who con be progressively Liberal, who 
can go on learning all through their lives. Mr. Gladstone 
can; Mr. John Bright cannot. In each successive attempt 
of public opinion, striving to wrest something more from 
the fastnesses of privilege, Mr. Gladstone finds himself 
able to tako port—his mind possessing the marvellous 
power of shedding old prejudices, as snakes* shod their 
skins, and re>appearing in a newer and better one, better 
becauso more closely fitting. Mr. Bright, on the other 
hand, has not this power: he started in political life with 
a programme which, to his contemporaries scorned Utopian 
and revolutionary, and he, himself, must, time after time, 
have feared it could never be carried out whilst he lived. 
He was far ahead of his countrymen, * bom a generation 
too soon,' said his less energetic stay-at-home friends. 
Yet he has lived to see all he advocated carried out, and 
himself a minister of the Crown. He now rests upon the 
achievements of the past. All his speeches are epitomes 
of the campaigns in which he has fought and the battles 
ho has won. He, who, when a lad, reading the weekly 
paper to his father and friends' felt all the nerves of his 
body quiver with excitement as be rood that it was 
determined to proceed with * the bill, the whole bill, and 
nothing but the bill,' and subsequmitly devised pro¬ 
gramme after programme for com law repeal and house- 

♦ > 

(1) B«e at Birnungliam in Kayi 1677. 
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hold suffrage agitation, now deprecates programmes; 
thinks they^ are cramping and narrowing like the thirty' 
nine articles. Reform in the land laws he is still the 
true exponent of, but temperance legislation he cannot 
rightly understand: legislative effort upon it has reached 
his organism too late, has come to him only after he has 
become ossified, total abstainer though he be himself. ' 
This is precisely how it was with Morgan. The par¬ 
ticular objects he had fought for with praiseworthy per¬ 
tinacity in his young manhood had been realised, and 
thenceforward his mind had more new grasp <ff 
great questions left in it. In regard to minor reforms, 
as will be readily seen, there was the old spirit ready 
to liberalise and make broad the foundations, but the 
faculty for projecting new and great things was not 
there. Even if it had been, he could not have under¬ 
taken either the leadership or a prominent part in such 
a work ; tho multiplicity of details, the throng of sub¬ 
jects which occupied his attention as chief law adviser 
of the crown and permanent grand jury for tho island, 
added to which was a large private practice, rendered 
creative legislation of a large order impossible. Still he 
was true to his creed, but that creed as he had learned 
it was out-worn, and busy, perplexed man as he was, he 
had neither facilities nor opportunities for re-shaping his - 
course. Difficalties occurred in the legislature; a stand 
was made by the unofficial members for independence 
of action within certain limits. Morgan greatly sympa¬ 
thised with the movement,—with such a past as his hS 
could not well do otherwise, but, as will be seen, at this 
particular junoturc ho was, really, tho government, the 
occupant of the gadi being an old soldier, very brave and 
very pleasing in his maimers, bnt with no capacity for 
keeping the state ship keel lowermost during a political 
storm. At these times Morgan was very fond of quot¬ 
ing at home, the Duke - of Wellington's remark, ' The 
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Kiag^s Gk) 7 eniiQent muBt be kept going,^ and it was 
.booauee the responsibility was so great upon him per** 
sonally that he was led to appear as the champion of 
conseiratism^ as the (apparent) foe of liberty^ and as the 
opponent of a due measure of independence in conatitu* 
tional matters. Thus much by way of preface to a con* 
si deration of the higher political life of Bi chard Morgan. 

It is not often that there are public or political ques¬ 
tions of importance in Ceylon for discussion^ and as 
^ man being reasonable^ must discuss^ personal topics 
receive a full share of general attention, and personal 
appointments are canvassed and debated with a free¬ 
dom which is far from pleasing to anybody concerned. 
New York political aspersions are equalled in Coylonese 
discussions: motives and adventitious circumstances are 
wrangled over with a skill and pertinacity worthy of a 
better cause. Mr. Morgan^ji appointment m Queen’s 
advocate led to a controversy in the newspapers which 
lasted for a great length of time, and in which much race- 
viinis and animosity was displayed. Gathered into rea¬ 
sonable limits the chief argiiments in the wordy warfare 
wei’o: (1), that it was disadvantageous to appoint any one 
born and bred in the island to such a post as Queen’s 
Advocate: it was argued that the connections which 
a man had formed in fighting his way upward would 
influence and sway his action in his exalted and respon¬ 
sible post; (2), on the other hand, it was alleged that 
^he island laws being many and peculiar, no English 
barrister could adequately grasp them {ind rightly per¬ 
form the onerous duties of Queen’s Advocate—(a number 
of instanceswere cited in proof)—whilst Richard Morgan, 
by his diligence and his intimato acquaintance with the 
complex enactments of the colony, was eminently the 
fittest man conceivable for the post. On these points the 
conflict raged long and the dispute waxed fierce, as only 
such disputes can wax fierce in a email colonial com- 

38 
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munity. The resnltj strange to say^was abnostananiinity 
of feeling that a good appointment had been made. 

The prejadioe^ howeverj against a country-bom man 
occupying a seat in the Ezecntivn Coancilj and being-— 
as the Honorable B. F. Morgan was^ in fact,—the chief 
performer of a great part of the island’s business, was 
not easily removed. No man could have been more dis¬ 
creet or have tried more carefully to avoid giving offence 
than did the new Queen’s Advocate; nevertheless Mr. 
Morgan felt that there was prejudice against him as 
regards his origin. <rhe colonies of Groat Britain are 
ruled too much fi^om the Colonial Office in Dowuing-street 
and for the advantage of the nominees of that office— 
the nopiinees being men who have been clerks in the 
office or who are recommended by friends of 'permanent 
persons’ on the establishment. Instances in which Mr. 
Morgan felt that this prejudice was exhibited will be 
noticed subsequoutly. 

One of tho first experiences of office was annoying. 
The occasion arose in this wise. In tho planting districts 
of Ceylon, where magistrates’ courts are at a great distance 
from each other, and the police force small and scattered, 
appointments justices of the peace are conferred upon 
selected European planters. Their duties mainly consist 
in granting warrants to enable coolies who had run away 
from one estate to another to be taken back. Mr. T. 
Berwick, deputy Queen’s advocate at Kandy, had som'e 
doubt as to tho legality of certain warrants which worej, 
issued, and wrote a long letter on the subject to the 
provincial insfiector of police, Kandy, in which the follow¬ 
ing passage occurred' As intimately connected with and 
interested in the administration of criminal Justice, I 
may stlte (and am willing tliat you slueuld make every 
official use of the information) that I have hardly ever 
known a justice of the planting districts do anything to 
secure the apprehension of criminals in cases of serious 
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crimes or breacli of the peace, although the gaols are 
crammed with scoree and hundreds of men, women, and 
CHiLDBEiT arrested on what are knoyn satiricallj as 
‘‘ planters' warrants" for desertion. And 1 can concur 
with eveiy police magistrate and public officer iu the pro* 
vince in t^tifying to the gross abuse of these warrants. 
And cases have even come to my knowledge in which 
labourers on other estates have been frequently arrested 
at the instance of neighbouring planters, and never taken 
to the police court, but simply Jianded over by the arrest¬ 
ing justice in gangs to the person .who applied for the 
wan-aut.' Mr. Berwick added that he should bring this 
subject under the notice of the Queen's Advocate with a 
view to existing ’defects in the law being remedied. Great 
agitation was caused when these sweeping assertions 
were made public, and several justices of th*e peace sent 
in their resignations. 

The Queen's Advocate accepted the statements of his 
deputy as boTiCifide, and, on receipt of Mr. Berwick's letter, 
brought the matter before tho Government. A commu¬ 
nication was addressed to the Colonial Secretary in which 
the following passage appeared:—‘ In the interest of the 
labourers resorting to this colony, who are. entitled 
to protection at the*hands of the Government, and in the 
interests of criminal justice generally, such a state of 
things must at once be put an end to. No useful pur¬ 
poses can be served by any enquiry into what has here¬ 
tofore been done, but it is desirable that steps should be 
taken to prevent a repetition of such proceedings in 
future. I beg, therefore, to suggest that*the attention 
of the unofficial justices be called to the representation 
now made, that they be informed that, before g^ranting 
warrants, they qjust take care to satisfy themselves by 
proper affidavits, and, if need be, tho examination, on 
oath, of parties, that a serious crime has been committed, 
that the parties guilty of the crime must be clearly 
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designated, and that, in no case are such parties to be 
given over to the person making the complaint, but to be 
forwarded to the proper tribunal to be dealt with accord* 
ing to law. 

' Furthermore, as regards the alleged charge of deser¬ 
tion, they must bear in mind that, to constitute desertion, 
there must be a valid engagement of service entered into 
between the employer and the labourer, and not merely 
an engagement such as would be deemed in law an 
engagement by the day; that such a charge is cognizable 
by a police court, and that, for offences cogni/.nblo by 
police courts, or summons, a warrant is the proper pro¬ 
gress.' 

The Planters' Association took up the'mattei' with ihu 
energy characteristic of that institution when a personal 
question is 6n the ioptV, and exception was taken to the 
suggestion in tho Qucon's^Advocato’s letter that sum¬ 
monses should bp issued, as those, it was allogod, W(juld 
merely serve as hints to the coolies to abscond. But the 
planters reserved their strongest remarks for Mr. 
Berwick's letter. The assertions made wei'c said to be 
false, enquiries proving them to be unfounded.' It was 
asked that Hr. Berwick should be punished and that the 
Crovemment should withdraw its circalar letter. 

Hr. Berwick defended his original statement and 
pointed out that the statistics quoted by the Association 
(see note below) had been collected during a perlcTd 
in which the police had been ordered to discontinue 
executing such warrants. After a time the discussion 
ceased without'' any definite action being taken, a 

* 

(1) The eeeretory of the AttOciaUon wrpte I un directed to inform 
yem the bet dx monthe eadm; 80th Jane, the total munber of 

priiionora in mn, on ohejm of deaertion were in Kaaisr, 72; in Matab, 21 1 
in Nawem Sliy, 22; inBadaUa,24. Of thoee in nndy 8 only were 
arrested on warrants siffned by tinofidal jnstioee, of those in Badnlia 
only ono. It is not stated how maa^ were so it Matale and Nowera Elm. 
In Gambia no aoeonnt was kept, xoolios oommitted there being generally 
•ent to Esndy, if in oostody more than a day or two/ 
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great deal of angry and acrimonious discussion in the 
newspapers having taken place, many correspondents 
not scrupling to use the argument that those events 
proved tho unfitness of a Eurasian to bo chief law adviser 
to the crown. As a matter of fact tho gentleman who 
was the/on« et origo of the .dispute, Mr. Berwick, was a 
most patriotic Scotchman,' 

(1) How stoutly Ifr. Borwiclc uaiDtidu^ Lie poiition moy be judged 
from tbe foU owing letter r— 

* Deputy Quoes’tf Advocate's Office, 
Colombo, 26t^ August 186S. 

* Sia.^Haviog iu my loiter of yoeienL^y'sdatd hnd the honor of oddreu- 

mg you ou the subject of that poiDt iu tuo corroapoodence with the 

Pkut^rt' Association, wbicU vonrtcey to the bod^ of nnofficud joaticos 
eocmed to me to col) for fiM oonsideraMon, I bod intended on the present 
corumunicatiou to juv^ify, wull founded, iboso siAtornonts in regard to 
the numlNsr end aba so or wunuuts which tho Associatiou iu thoir lottors to 
Govoramout of <ltb Jutu< uud 8< li August have cbaractorirod as uurounded ; 
and ttittdo tho sabject of warm cofupluint fo Government. ^ 

But tho OiDQOTincomont in last night's popor of a notice of motion lo 
the Legislative Council for returns, baa modified intention; as the courso 
which tbo Connell will probably adopt that motion, f have no doubt, will 
eofficiootly prove that my stutomonU, grave ;ia they wore, woro substnDtiuUy 
correct, and iu the most scrioua rcspccte undorstat<Ur > 

* Sbo^d it, however, bappon that tbo warrants, affidavits, or other records 
of procoedinjn, and piuticmarly thoso of unofficiuJ justicos (being both scat¬ 
tered and biuWy) have not been so proeerved as by thommdves to afford full 
data fot' judgment, 1 dare sav, if it appear dcsirublo, ftu opportunity will be 
afforded to me hcrcBftcr by (iovemraent of stating and proving tho grounds 
on which 1 shall be prepaid to justify luy stotomcuU. 

* H. 1 have used the expreenon aubetaniially correct" purposely | for, 
aoolng that the whole obje^ of tho possugu which baa mot so Worm a donial, 
was plmuly directed to the numbers arrested and nbuso of the process of 
arrest , I cannot suppose that a body like tho Planters* Association would 
rest their dooiul upon, or deal at all with mere verbal distinction or teobuical 
definitions of such a phrase na "gaols" used in the senso of an anthorised 

{ locos for dotontion or prisonon: especially os if Torbol strictness bo resorted 
s, (to refor to anothor impugned oxprossion,) whether such places are 
crowded by pnsoners oi a particular close, d^uds Ichs on tho number 
incarcerated thon on the accommodation available: and particularly the 
•acoommodation avulahlc for thorn over and above prior demands. It has 
been supposed that 1 had ma^ an assertion inferring that hundreds of 
deserters at a time " are lying in goal." The words I did use simply implied, 
and their very indefinitenese as to number and period shows it, tlut excOBsive 
nnmhere ** hundreds to wit arc eommittod to gaoI"^on wonunttf for doaortion; 
not (thongh it in&y perhaps prove so) that soch numbers wore eveV or any 
one in enstody. They were the ospresrion of such a fact os this within 
my own knowled^, vis., that for a period of throo-and-half months, the 
numbers ^gs il the iite of six hundred a year in precise numDers^ 

65h in a single gaol i or such a Coot as this, vis., th/' srrost by gangs, of men, 
women, snd children indiscriminately, such gongs 1 believe mquentlv exceed¬ 
ing tho numbor popularly known as a "score." The words 'Mllegallj 
arrest^" have been attributed to me as annexed to those numbers. But they 
do not ocenr in any port of my letter; nor doos their sense, expecting.in rrfer* 
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The chief law adviser of the crown in Ceylon has 
multifarious duties to perform as a legislator. He not 
only has to suggest the subjects upon which legislation 
is necessary, but he also has to draft the measures to be 
presented to the legislature. Mr. Morgan’s first session 
was marked by the introduction of sereral important 
measures, such as the land registration ordinance, the 
marriage ordinance, and the justice of the peace ordin* 

«noo to tkcpartieol&r warrantt thoA tubmittod to me. lo the portion of my 
lot tor trbioh referred to tbe connected eubjoot of tUo exoeiBive Dusibors a&a 
nbiuoo of ivarront^, mx obeormtione were wholly independent of thoir 
apparent lognlity, indeed many of those, howovor substantially dofeotire or 
improper, might on facU Appear logoi enon^. 

*4. Bnt having now ropndmtod the misconstmotions which have boon 
placed ou my letter, and all mere rerbal disti notion s, I submit that tbe sab* 
•tsutial iiuostions of foci at issue are simply those: wnother excessive numben 
of ooolieft have been arrested uador warrants charging desertion of service; 
and gross abuses of thes«? wamukts been provaleat. And J would distinotly 
taork that, in ntr belief, it is the latter point which is tbe gruvumon of the 
subject under aiscussioo, and pre-oininently the charge with which the 
planters bare any real cause for dissatisfaction if at bo nniounded. 

^ 5. Betpecting the publication of certain statistics of the Kandy gaol fi-om 
January to June by eho Association as disprorag my assertions, but dating 
from too Tory ponod when the police hM been ordered to discontinue 
executing suon wanuuts, I make no comment in the proceedings, whatersr 
reason 1 znav have for complaining of tbe pnblio nso which has been made of 
the so^alleu statistics, when the fallacy or the supposed disproof and entiro 
nnjustifiability of the language fonndea thereon are so easily demonstrated. 
Hy object iu alluding to tnom now is, in tho ovont of this letter being made 
public, to counteract at onco raisaimrebenrioD as to the trao ridue oz wlm^ 
as it ^rports to emanate fr o m inch a body, would be naturally considcrea 
entitled to weight in public opinion. 

* G. I have only further to point out that in that part of my letter of 19tb 
January to Captam Drew, in whioh I indioated the exoessire nse and abnis 
of such warrants, 1 was dealing not with tho question of what class of 
justices had been the agents of the system, but with tho evils of tho system 
itself: although os it happened th^ the matters then submitted for my 
<^inion by tho euporintonuOTt of police were the powers of unofficial justices 
and tbe legality or certain of those warrants issued on charges of dessrth^ 
my remarks ou this matter were notanUly connected with as they arise Out* 
of the documents then specially before me. 

* If that fair cons^motion be r^ooted and also if it should tun out Uiaif * 
official justices of the pcagp have been as unsparing in the issue of warrants 
ns others, this would only shew that the eril was of greater magnitude tbui 
represented. But 1 have no reason to antioipato that the abases which haTS 
occurred with the former hare been of the same grave doecriptiem, and all 
reasonable offence on this score would appear to mo to have b^n disolmmed 
by tile fact that the Qorermnent oirocuar was adt^essedto all juatioes, 
Aificial as woU os unofficial. 

* I hare, Ac., 

^(aigned) T. Biawicv.' 

* Tho Honshu f/ie Qti€9n*$ Advocate, Cotomho.^ 
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ance^ the last-named providing for the reform of certain 
defects in existing legislation. 

During the years 1663 and 1864 public opinion in 
the island became greatly excited on several matters of 
importance. The revenues of the island were flourish- 
ingj public spirit was aroused, and much interest was 
taken in the action of Government, particularly in the 
matter of public works, the planters especially wanting 
roads for the carriage of their produce. 

Sir Henry Ward had been active in such works, 
which were often undertaken without previous sanction 
and provided for in surplus funds ordinances. Sir Charles 
MacCarthy, the succeeding Governor, was quite another 
kind of man. Quieta non movere was his motto. He 
• said Festina lente was the expression which guided his 
policy, but the word and tho act were not in harmony. 

The Colonial Office had nothin 1864 got rid of the idea 
which prevailed when Ceylon was conqperod, viz., that 
it might be a source of revenue to the mother country, 
or at the least no burden. It was decided that the 
military expenditure of the island should be borne by 
the local exchequer, but the people of Ceylon were to 
have nothing to say to the amount of these charges. 
Further, the order was g^ven from London that surpluses 
were no longer to be expended bn public works, but 
retained in the treasury. The consequence has been 
thus described :—' Restricted expenditure speedily pro¬ 
duced its results in tho prostration of all the institutions 
of the country—roads became impassable, the Public 
^ Works Department was disorganised, and ad was disorder 
and diaoontent.^ This was the state of things in August 
1864 when Major-General - O'Brien, tho Lieutenant 
Governor, opened the session of Council for that year. 

Major-General O’Brien has been tenned ^ a mild and 
inoSensive old gentleman,’ and the phrase seems to fit him 
exactly. He was not the man for the crisis which now 
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came about. The speech he made on openmg Council 
was a very mild and izmocuons statement. It could not 
tell of very great prosperity, and it prudently promised 
little in the way of new legislation. It is the custom in 
the Ceylon legislature, as doubtless in most other cham¬ 
bers in crown colonies of the same type, for the 
Governor’s opening address to be referred to a Com¬ 
mittee of members who generally echo, in from a dozen 
to a score of formal paragraphs, their appreciation of 
the unbounded and marvellous wisdom evinced by 
the Governor in bis remarks, and their confidence in his 
rule generally. The Council met on the 17th of August 
and a reply of fifteen paragraphs was brought forward. 
At th^s meeting, by some strange hap, there were pre¬ 
sent sis aon-ofHcials—the complete number—and only , 
five Government members.* The reply was read para¬ 
graph by paragraph, and ,when the fifteenth had been 
read, Kr. Wall moved an amendment and announced that 
he had two others to follow. On the first amendment* 
Mr. Wall made a very forcible speech in support of his 
proposal. The motion having hoen seconded, the Queen’s 
Advocate pointed out that it could not be put. The 
reply to the Governor’s speech could only advert to matters 
which had been alluded to in the address. This con¬ 
tention was sustained, and the amendment was ruled out 
of order. 

The second amendment was then put. It was as fol¬ 
lows :—' That the Council, acknowledging with thankful-^ 
ness the prosperity of the island, consider it to be attri¬ 
butable entirely to the high values the staple articles of ^ 

(1) Thd wdfe>—The Genual Seoretuy, tho Qaeexk's AdTOC&te» 

iho TmBjnxw, tbo Govorazoentf A«eat» Wertohi Province^ and the Surrejror* 
Oene^. ^The were Hr. 6. Wall, Mr. Thompeon, Hr. A. 

LorotUi Ur. J. fi. SatoD, Ur. J. Capper a&d Mr. J. Alwia. 

(2) * That, coaeidenag the important sneasorea taken b; tbe Connoil at 
the end of tbe bet ededou, and the deep intmet and anxiotu concern felt by 
all tbo monben in regard to Um ipieenon of the military ezpenditore, th^ 
feel dieted by the entire nlwa of bho Qorenusent npon that enbjeot in 
the adSecM.' 
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its produce hare for several years maintamed in the 
markets of the world, and to private effort, and not to 
any encouragement of induetri^ enterprise by the 
Government/ The Queen’s Advocate made an able and ' 
dexterous speech against the adoption of this paragraph, 
and replied to the points of Mr. Wall’s remarks on the 
first amendment. Mr. Morgan’s speech was characterised 
by the gentleman who followed him (Mr. Lorenz) as 
catching all the small fish but allowing the largo to 
escape. The speech was undoubtedly happy as an official 

a motion the amendment was lost, Mr. 
voting with the officials. 

Mr. Wall then brought forward his third amendment, 
which was, ' Tl/at this Council desire to record their dis¬ 
satisfaction and discoutont, that revenues ha\% been 
exacted for several years so far beyond the >oquiremontB 
of the public service, and so much larger than could be 
devoted to public purposes^ and they further complain 
that whilst the revenues have boeu so abundant the offi- 
ciondy of nearly every public department has been seri¬ 
ously impaired by the parsimonious policy of Government.’ 
The former proposals were unpleasant; this was absolutely 
unpalatable. When this motion was mad^, Council had 
been sitting about four hours, and a message was sent to 
the Lieutenant-Governor apprising him of the serious posi¬ 
tion of afiairs. As a rule, the reply to tho address is passed 
-srithin fifteen minutes of the Council assembling, and the 
Governor stays at Queen’s house with his carriage and 
* guard at tho door ready to proceed to the Council cham¬ 
ber and express his ackiiowledgement? fpr the manner 
in which his remarks have been received. For four hours 
had the poor General sat in full costume, with his orders 
ou his breast, but no messenger came from the Council 
room. When at last a letter was brought to him it was 
not a summons; it oontuned bad tidings, for it expressed 
the fear that though two am»idments had been defeated, 

34 


reply. Or 
Thompson 
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the .third woxild be adopted. The sequel proved the aati* 
cipation to be correct. An hour’s debate followed^ in 
which the Government members did their best to show 

I ♦ 

the unwisdom- of passing a vote of censure upon the 
authorities, and names were called, with this result:— 


For the amendment. 6 

Against „ . 6 


Majority against Government.-.. 1 

The Council immediately adjourned. A vote against 
‘ the Government’ in a crown colony is a far more serioais 
matter than a similar' vote in the Houso of Commons, or 
in the Legislature of an Australian Colony or of a 
Prince in the Canadian Dominion, for if one party goes 
out, another is prepared to come in. In a colonial assem¬ 
bly like that' of Ceylon it is contrariwise: Government 
has to accept its defeat with as good grace as possible 
and continue its duties as though nothing had happened. 
The defeat of the Government on a vote was, perhaps, 
the last thing contemplated, for by the constitution of 
the assembly the Government in a fall house has a majo¬ 
rity of one-third. For some reason or other care was not 
taken to secure the attendance of a preponderance of 
officials, and Government had to accept defeat. It has 
never since occurred that there was not a majority of 
official members present at meetings of Council. 

Great* excitement was caused in the island by the 
proceedings of the unofficial members, out of which 
sprang a long series of events which, for a time persis-* 
tently, and subsequently at intervals, agitated the colony. 
Twelve years later the mere reference to the circum¬ 
stances of this time served to divide the people into two 
campf. 

This is not the place in which to tell the whole history 
of the Ceylon League, which was formed afterwards. The 
details of the good work done by tiiat body in the colony. 
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in London,,and in the Honse of Commons, the whole facts 
mast be looked for elsewhere. Only so far as the incidents 
of the League are conc^ned with the Queen^s Adrocate 
can they be related here. It may be stated that the reply 
of the majority of the oonncil was conveyed to General 
O’Brien, and by him condemned.' The fight at the 
beginning of the session was only the prelude to more deci¬ 
sive action later on. The bone of contontionwas the mill, 
tary expenditure. Alcme amongst the crown colonies of 
Great Britain, Ceylon bore the whole cost of the soldiery 
needed for the defence of the island. As the colonists 
provided the money for exponditure, they oonceivod that 
it was only fair they should have the same control over 
the outlay as they had in respect to civil ostablishments. 
This was resisted by the War Office and the Colonial 
Office. The colonists wore of opinion that moth money was 
expended than was necessary and naturally wore discon¬ 
tented. Officials as well as non-officials piior to 1864were, 
in the main, agreed on this point, and it is alleged* that 
during the rule of Sir Charles MacCarthy, for the first 
time in Ceylonese history, secret instructions had been 
issued to the effect that the votes of officials were, like 
their time, to be at the entire disposal of the Govern- 

(1) ‘ I ca.niiot» howev9T| tofrain from croreumg my sincoro rogret thAfc 
you ihotkld have thought it necemry^ on too occasion of my meting tho 
Council merelT as the temporary adininietTator of the goremment of this 
ifiland in the absenoe of Cloremor, to introduce an amendment into your 
address, cenauring the policy of the Goverament. I cannot admit tlie cor« 
Tootnoflfl of the obeerrauonfl thorm made ; nor con I hold out any hope that 
jt irill be in the power of Oo?emmeot to renrit at present any portion of the 
• taxation to which the inhabitants of this country are subject. Indeed, in 
this respect it soems to me that your proceedings are somewhat i]!«timdd; 
for, in the absenoo of the Oorenor, it cannot in fsirteu be expected that 1 
flhe^d interfere with the settled polity or system of Azation established 
here. But, as I have ^ready indicated, I do not admit either the necessity 
of remitting any portion of onr taxaUoa, which in itself ie neither high nor 
burden some, nor do I consider that it would be expedient to do so at a time 
when we are in the midst of an undertaking of grw magnitude, Emd on the 
eve of a settlement of the long questions of the proportion of mili¬ 

tary ezpe^tura which the colony ought to bear, and when demands are 
pouring in all sides for new works and new iindertszingt.''^Be 2 >ly c/ Gsnsrel 
O'Brien to tho Counril. 

(9) I have not been able to ferify the iraib of the allegation, but the 
authority upon which 1 make the statement is, I think, trustworthy. 
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ment. The nunour of such state of things helped to 
increase the dissatisfaction now becoming general. 

In NoTember 1864^ on the military question, the non- 
official members resigned their seats in a body, forward¬ 
ing at the same time a letter to Government in which 
their reasons for resignation were given. The letter is a 
very able one, and sets ont at length and in convincing 
terms the justice of the position assumed. It may be 
given here as succinctly describing the occasion for such 
an extreme action being taken.' The letter was addressed 
to Major-General O’.Bneo, as the officer administering 
the Government of Ceylon, and was as follows- 

the unoffloid mombon ot jonr Honomblo Conscil, doevang li 
iDOOmpatiblg with ov •ease of bononr luid duty to toke in the meuiufe 
loferring‘to hfiliUry ezpeaditare» which yoar Honoor hM been directed by 
the Secretary o{ State to introdaco to the Coaadl» feel compelled to reugn 
onr id&te. 

We believe the demand made by tbo bill npon the reionroee of the colony 
ifl nnjut, osdj if exactedi woold profe highly iajnnouc and opprosslvo i but 
if we had no other objections than thaeo, we should have felt it our duty to 
disoius and oppose the measure in oor placoe, and to have rested ooi^iont to 
suffer the inevitable defeat which the Government^ with its over whelming 
majority of official votes, can always ensure. 

It is becatkse tho peonliftr character of the bill, and the circamstanoes of 
its introdhotios, seem to oe horbf ol to the dignity and honour of the Cooncil, 
and contrary to its rightful privileges, that wo decline taking part in it. 
We should deeply regret if our reiiromont caused ioconvenienoo to your 
Bonour'a Qovemmont, but wc feel assured that the knowlcdgo you possess of 
the williug services wo have ever rendered in the liegislativo Oounoil, will 
save ns from any possible imputation of factious or unworthy motives. 

* In ezpluoing the reasons which compel us to take the course we now 
adopt, we ahall have ocearion to refer to the Uemorandum and Despatch (& 
the 26th September. Krsf,—^ to the priviUgee (/ the CowteU-^y^e do not 
think it necessary to enlarge on the ^borate distinction the Socretary of ^ 
State draws between tl^prtnc^b UM down and the pledge supposed to have 
been given by £arhGny in 1848. The tnaterial ^cts are undisputed^wis., 
that Earl Gx^, as Seoretary of State, did lay down a prinoiple } that 
he confirmed it subsequently, and that it is still more emphatically laid down 
in the Me m orandiun of 26th September, as * a point and first oon- 

dltion of any sound and regular system of finanos/* 

The principle thus authoritatively and conolodvely estaUished is, * That 
^^opriation of revenue in every case abould, without exception, rest on a 
Legal Enactment, and in do eaae on a siople instruetiion of the Secretary of 
State.* 
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Thm ii no question, ihmfore, u to tbepWnoepZe that it ie the oonstita- 
tio&ftl ftnd proper function of U&e Le^elntiTa Council to control the whole 
^ezpenditiiro of the colony, militaxy m w^ u eiril. 

Her Uajesty^e Qorerament hiTbig laid down this principle, it would eeem 
euperflaode to question whether or not the Council had the to exercise 
its own proper function! The fact that it le a /unotion duty makes 
it a right. The laying down of the principle established the right, and Earl 
Orey distinctly stated it as aright, though he afterwards admitted it had not 
been the practice. 

The only reason why the Legielatire Council has not eeerciseii its righii 
is because Earl Orey and his tucoeseorf in office have over linoe, in diroot 
tdolatlon of the principle they themselves lud down, persisted in keeping up 
the practice, described as so highly objectionable and irrogular, of tnalang 
the appropriation of our rovonue for military expenditure on th«r own simple 
order. We have thus been deprived of our rights by the iutorpositiou of 
those very authorities who cetablisbod them. 

The right has iu foot been ours, at least since 1848, but Her Majosty^s 
Uinisters have supoi'poded it, doing by tbeir own simple order what they 
declare to bo the function of the Legulativc Council. 

At length, however, after numerous appoaJs from the coUmy, tt\as been 
decided to give effect to the * just and sound principle,* un^l Her Mojoaty'a 
pleasure on the lubjoct has been made known to ui in the Despatch and 
hfexnorundam of 8Gth September. 

Seeing how long we have been deprif^ of a constitutional right admitted 
and established sixteen yean ago, we might reasonably have expected it 
would at length have been graciously and unrcservodly conceded, whereas it 
is offered only on conditions. We are in fact to purchiise it, and the prioo 
demanded for its enjoyment in nasns is no less than its renuuclutiou in fact. 
The Council is first to pledge lieelf to ibo full amount of the demand of 
the Secretary of State os the condition of afterwards enjoying the liberty of 
inquiiing whivt that sum ought to have been. We may at length exorcise 
our constitutional functions and settle ibis financial matter for ooreolvoe, 
butmot until we have adopted the setUemeut unconstitutionally made for us 
by the Secretary of State, which seems to us like offering a man a trial on 
condition of his first signing his sentence. 

Such a proposal we deem unworthy and humOiaiing; and, if imposed upon 
the colony, it must bo on the solo responsibility of the aervauts of Her 
U«jesty*s Qovemment, and not of tiie Council. Had Her Kajesty been 
pleased to confer on the Council that control whkh her own Hinisturs 
declare to be the * first condition of any just and sound eondition of finance,' 
we should have been ready to discharge our duty with all Idyaity, fttitbfolnese 
gjid libcroiity i but, oa iodopondent memben, wo are not prepared to accede 
to the humiliating conditions imposed. 

Apart from the right which flows horn the jmncsple laid down, vis., that 
the finances of the oolouy should be dealt with by the Legislative Coundl, 
Earl Orey's Despatch of 1848 is exploit as to the way in which both the 
tivil and military esUblishmente were to be provided for, namely, by 
inqtfiify of the Lsgislativo Counml to define the requirements of those 
isrrioesi aud, whBat directing that the Ooremor of period should at 
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ooee lngtitnte an inqnirj aa regardad ihe * whole of the fixed eetabliahmente 
in all their detail/ His Lordship stated that the militaTy estsblkhment 
woold call for his 'spedal atienUom* In pnmanoe of this cider, the 
oinl eetabliahmeats wore libmlly provided for b; the LegislatiTe Conncil, 
and we firmly believe that the military expenditnre would then, or at any 
time since, have been provided for by the like means ia an eqnaUy liberal 


manner. 

Assomingi however, that wo coold aooode to the terms imposed by the 
Secretary of State, it is by no means cert^ that the Legislative Conncil 
would be allowed to enjoy the privilege of inquiry oven after agreeing to the 
unreasonable oonditione demanded; for Her Majesty's Minister expressly 
resorvos to himsoU the choice of vnbmittingthe enquiry to a C'omnUsrion, and 
does not pledge himself to give it oertmnly to the LegiiUttive Council at all. 

The poeition of the colony in regard to its Military expenditure would 
therefore bo worse after tko passing of the proposed bill than it is at 
present. For sixtoon years wo have waited for tho promised Despatch on tho 
subject \ and if this bill were passed wo know not how long wo might have 
to wait for the promised inquiry. , 

Pnrthor, although the principle to which Her Majesty’s Government Lave 
now decided to give effect, is ’ that ^propriation of revenue in every ease 


should, without exception, rest upon a Legislative enactment, and in no 
case on stmplo instruction of the SocreUry of State/ (vide memo, 
olauso 20} yet we find by clause S3 of tho same documont that Her Majesty's 
Govominent se%’Crtheloss roservo &o right of future demands upon tho. 
eolony. In other vfbrds they reserve in one clause what they have 
expressly relinquished in another, and the very terms they offer iw are vn 
direct violation of the 2 >rinciples they have ihems^ves laid detan. 

It is upon such nnoertain and partial cenoessions that we are expected to 
cancel the deliberate rote of last sesrion. 


Secondly,•^RespedinQ the liahilify of the Colony in regard to its Militskry 
oTpenditare we, os members of the Legislative Council, have ever expressed 


onr sincere and earnest derire to meet that question in a fair and liberal 


spirit, and to contribute cheerfully whatever amount should, on a full and 
fair inquiry by the Council, bo considered due by the colony. 

The action of Her Majesty's Gkyvenunent does not seem to have been 
prompted by an equally fur spirit, but with a view to tho relief of t^e 
Imperial exchequer rather than to the welfare of tho colony or tho demands 
of jnstiee. ' 

We do not follow, nor ottenpi to answer, tho arguments by which the* 


Secretary of State attempts to show that oar present forces could not be 
materially reduced, that tho whole of our MQitnry expenditure should be 
paid by the eeleny, and that the eetablishxaents at Trincomalie are m^o- 
tained for local, not imperifil purposes, because we are unwilling to aatid> 
. pate, byfiny opinion of onr own, or by any foregone oonclnsions, the result 
of the inquiry for whiob we have so hmg prayed. These, and all other quai- 
tioos conoeoted with the Military expendltnte of the colony, ought to be 
fully invostifsted by the £syislotHW Cowneil. The t^anion expressed on t^eeo 
points in the memorandum of September dOtb, however, seem aXtogeiber 
at variance with the language of Earl Grey^s Despat^ d July ITtfa, 
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1864, Mfhorm lie eJladet to tlie greftt importanoo of CejloD u * the boy of 
the Indian Ocean and the great iumlar ontpoet of the Britieb Bmpiie in the 
Baetj* and deioribesthe harbour of Tiincom^e ae * the great reierve etatiou 
of oar military and naval foroee in that quarter of the globe.' 

We ehould have been glad if the Seeretary of BUte, in quoting the opinion 
of the Select Committee of tiie Honae of Commona of 1861, to the effect 
* that the expenae of the troops in Ceylon thonld be bomo in a greater 
degree by the Colonial Treasury,' had adeo mentioned the grounds alleged 
for that opinion. It should be borne in mind that that Committee bad not 
before them a correct stAtomont of the actual proportion the colony did pay. 

We are at a loss to conoelve why the Socrotary of State should 
have thought it necessary to quote the opinioi^ of Mr. Dandae in 
1801, or the tafsotion of Earl Bathnrst in 1821 > os bearing upon the present 
and fninre obligations of the colony. Wo fail to see what authority the 
mere opinions and intentions of those ofiioere oould have in the present state 
of the question. The former was an opinion offered jost after the British 
bad acquired possession of what was bolioved to bo an £] Dorado, from 
whose cinnamoD grov<fS and fabulous ricbos golden Luivests were oipeotcd. 
The dreams of that pOnod and its policy of extracting wealth from colonial 
possessions for imperial purposes bare, in our opinion, a bearirg on the 
question at issue far different from that for which they arc quotod. With 
the policy of that time we associate in memory the loss of tSo noblest acqui> 
sitien that was ever attached to the British Crown. It was au unwise aud 
disastrous policy not to be imitated in these times. 

T/iirdly.~With I'egard to our fitukitcial position, t^o Secretary of State 
labours under serious roiBapprehension. Go for from lU being tho fact that 
the asebrtunod surpluses have been realised ' after folly providing for tho 
Oiril establishment and for all the other services of a oivil cbaractor, and 
after providing liberally for public works and improvements/ the tmtb is 
that they bavo been produced, at th^ expunsc of the efiiciency of nearly ail 
the public departments of tho colony, by a culpable neglect of public works 
and by a generally par aim onions policy which baa been universally stigma- 
tixed and bos brought the GovemTuent to public censuTc. This policy, 
necessarily suicidal, has already begun to produce on effect on the revenue, 
for the Colonial Secretary in his place in Council has repeatedly and empha¬ 
tically declared during tjus session that there was already on end of surpluses, 
i tf i d he pbdnly indicated the probable tTmreose of the eseport duties as uocee- 
nary to meet tho already existing pledges of the Government. 

< Whilst these hoards of the rovenue were accumulating, numorous applica¬ 
tions for important public works have been annn&Ily declined on tlm ground 
that there wore ' no funds.’ Tho Government, uhaldc to dispute the 
necessity for those works, conld put forth no other plea for their non-ezecu- 
tion, and has not scrupled repeatedly and continually for years post to 
dochre its inability to carry them out for ivant qf /unds. Further, when 
the order to reserve £30,000 as an additional Military contribution wag 
received, List year several votes for public works of urgent importsnoe were 
stmok out of the estimates to provide for It. 

The state of the public roads has for soma timo been such as to cause 
umversal complaint and to call for a committee of inquiry. 
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The Public Woi^a BeparimeDt hM been redaeed to auoh a etate of ineffl' 
eietioy that it could not expend the TOtee of the Council, and a Select Com* 
mittee of the Council bge been colled upon to report upon the ejetem under 
which tho votea for public works were expended. Tlut report sufficiontly 
prores the disoTganization and disorder wbioh have been caused b; tho 
pareituony of the last few years. 

Tho police estublishment ts utterly Inofficioot, ond it is questiouablo whether 
in its present etato it does not rather promote than discourage crime. A 
committee has been appointed to investigate this department also. 

Tho Colombo Academy and Queen's College have for the same reason 
declined from a high state of efficiency and usofulnoss to a condition such ns 
reAeots diigi'ace on the colony. 

Tho Post Office has olao bad its committee of inquiry, but us ygt there 
have been uo apparent results. Wo have good reason to believe that in this 
ns in the other departments the cause of decay is the parsimony which has 
oharaotorijMid tho whole of that policy which the i^ecretary of State sooms 
to consider ' admirable' because it biui supplied tho fund by which ho now 
pi'opoflos to relievo the Imperial exchequer. 

Whatever opinlou may be entertained of this ^odtolrablo management’ by 
Her He^osty's Goverumont, it is universally ooudomned by those whoai'e 
witnesses of its results, and it can truly be stated that there has not been 
for many years'|iasi uny public measure so unanimously approved throughout 
the colony an tho vote of censuru on the policy of that period which by an 
unprocodented chauco tho uuofficini ^embers were able to pass in tho preeont 
eesiioQ of Council. . 

If, howcvei*, the state of our revenues weio such that tho Council could 
reasom\bly calculate upon a surplus of revonuo recurring year by year, the 
first claim upon such surplus would bo the remission of that oxtraordiuaty 
portion of our taxation which having boon TOluntarily undertaken for a 
specific purpose cannot in good faith«or justioo bo leviod any longer than it 
is roqoirod for that purpose. Until that remission has been made the 
revenue cannot justly be pledged for any new expenditure. 

lu considoring the state of our finances and the amount of our revenues, 
it should be borne iu mind that a very Jarge proportion of the taxation of the 
colony is levied on tho food of tho people, and acts in direct discouragement 
of the cnltivation of our staple product coffee, on which tho export duty 
also presses heavily. * 

The fact that coffee has for some time been realizing extreme prieos in the 
markets of the world, Is the sole ground of our prosent pro^rous conditions 
The same cause, however, which enjibles ns for tho time to maintain a state of 
prcbpority, is simulating tho oxtondod production of coffee in othei ooun* 
Atid we may therefore coufidentiy oxpoct a redaction in the ralae of our 
staple and consetiueut decrease of our financial resources. 

On a fair and reasonable view of the financial condition of tho colony, of 
its present requirements, and of its existing engagements, it would be highly 
ipipropor to euter into any unnecessary pledgos lor the future. There is no 
reosoQ to doubt the ability of the colony to moet all its engagements and to 
pay all necessary oxpenditui^ civil a^ nuUtary, but we cannot see the 
propriety of voting so rust a turn as is now demanded befoi^ the inveetiga* 
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tion we bftTe eo long pnyed for hM mcen pUce, more eapeclally na the 
demand ha« Heen mnde under an evident loiBappreheneion of tl^e true etate 
of the colony and ite finaneee. 

As mombera of yov Hononrable Connoil wo have ever preferred cw 
roqueete to Her Majesty’e Government with loyalty, respect and submisaioo, 
and have invariably accompanied them with the aineere expression of the will, 
inguoss of the colony to pay whatever anms should be found, afuU en¬ 
quiry by Council, to be juatly doe for the military exponditore, and we 
feel disappointed and hurt by the tone and tenor of tho Memorandum and 
Despatch of 2Gth September, and by the circumstance that in granting the 
inquiry tho Soeroiary of State ehould have required ua so to anticipate its 
results Qi to nullify its value. 

I'll at tlio Legislative Council is so constituted, and the obligation of its 
ofHoial membora is such that it may become ou^this, as it has boon on former 
ocensions, u more instrumontin the hands of Her Majesty's Secretary of State, 
and that it may bo made to pass measuros which arc repugnant to the con« 
victions of the great majority of its members, aro facts wo have often deeply 
deplored, but never before so much os now that a question of such vital import" 
auoo is to bo brought to so nnbappy on issno. Tho Colonial LogislAture may, 
ivnd no doubt will, lend its voice to pronounce the will of Her Mojosty’s 
MiuUtor, and may thus give an ostensible sanction to tho unprocodented 
clflim now mode upon our ezchoquor, bnt tho violation of tho right of tho 
Council will not bo made less real or •onspicnons by the semblance of cos. 
siitutioned form. • 

lu this juncture we believe we shall best serve tho iutorcsts of tho colony, 
dischm'go tho duty we owe to the public and ourselves, and express onr deep 
souso of the humiliation and injustico put upon tho Legislative Council by 
rolinquislilug our places therein and leaving it to tho servants of the Crown 
to assume tho whole responsibility of carrying out an unjust and unoonstitu* 
tional act! 

Fituilly wo shall be glad if your Honour will forward a copy of this letter 
to Hot Majesty’s Secretary of State for the oolonies for his information. 

We aro, your honour's 

obedient humble Servants, 

C. A. Lounz, 

Q. Wall, 

W. Thomfson, 

J . Cjajfse, 

J. Alwis, 

J. Eaton. 

Tho courso adoptod by tho u^officials was approvod 
throughout the colony with striking unanimity : scarcely 
a single voice was raised against the propriety of the 
step taken. It was thought that the Government would 
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be forced into acquiescence with the policy advpcatod^ as, 
without the unofficial members, the Council would not 
be properly constituted, and the money Inlls could not 
be passed. The Queen’s Advocate, however, was equal 
to the crisis. He advised the ^ting Qovomor that as 
Her Majesty the Queen had appointed the members, only 
Her Majesty could accept their resignations. Until such 
resignation was accepted they were still members, and 
that if they did not choose to attend meetings of Council 
that would not render the meetings faulty so long us a 
quorum was present.- Gonoral O'Brien accepted this 
^vice, aud the session was continued, as though nothing 
had happened, notices regardiug the respective meetings 
and other papers being regularly sent to the gontlomon 
who had resigned. 

Mr. Morgan’s action in this matter rendered him not 
a little unpopular, and who had hitherto received 
from his counti^men aud the island public generally, 
naught but good, high aud well-deserved praise/ was 
now the subject of much severe and unjust comment. ■ 
How severe and unjustifiable comments in colonial news¬ 
papers can be only those know who have had experience 
of small communities in which there are race-questions 
to add bitterness to controversy. The Quoen’s Advocate, 
however, had fully thought out the subject, and believed 
he was acting only for the right in the .advice he gave 
and in the action he pursued. 

In May 1865, the despatch of the Secretary of State* 
on the resignation of the non-official members wa-s 
rocoivod. The resignations were accepted, and argu¬ 
ments were used to combat what was urged in the letter 
in which the nnofficials announced their decision. As 
the case of the unofficiala has been given, it is but right 
to quote the reply of the Secretary of State, which was 
iu the following terms 
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I>BSPATOH OF THE SECBBTAEY OF STATE ON THE SUBJECT 
OF THE HESIGNATION OF THE UNOFFIOIAL MEMBERS. 
Ceylon. 

Saporottf. 

D 07VIVO Stbeet, 

Uwf^, 1865. 

SiBj^I have to acknowlodgo the do^taich of Uio officer adminutermg the 
Govommeat, No. 265, dated the 80th November laet, reporting the mth* 
dniwol from tho Legislative Oonnoil of the eix unofficial member* (of whoee 
letter to him, etating their reaeoiu for this step, he encloaot a oop 7 ,) in 
conftoquoQoe of the instraotlone given by Her Majosty's Government in 
reference to the military expenditure of tho colony, and requeeting isetmo* 
tione on tho legal queetione which had* arieen, as to the validity of tho 
reaignationa of theee gentlomen an conveyod to him, which be had declined 
to accept, and oe to tho validity also of tho otdinancee passed on this and 
fomor ocooeione by a Legislative Oonnoil comprising the required quomm 
of SIX, but with vacancies in its full number of fifteen. 

The legal qtieslion!^ at issue aro dispoeod of by my despatch No. 71, of this 
date, and Her Majesty's Order in Council of the ^b instant tijknsmitted 
with it. ^ I havo now to add some observations on the letter reforr^ to from 
the retiring members of Council. This letter may, I thinks ho coureniontly 
divided as follows 

(1.) It appears to maintain that every Colonial Minister for many years 
past has been acting in violation of an acknowledged right of the LegisUtive 
CouncU, by ordering payments from Ceylon revenfio without consulting 
that Caunoil. 

This proposition toms upon an inieipretation of a despatch of Lord Grey, 
which does not appear to mo to bo correct. 

That despatch laid down the principle as one which it was dosimble to 
adopt', and which I have proposed, on certain conditions, to establish. It 
does not admit au already existing practice, or an already established right. 

(2.) That, for tho eamo reason, the present attempt of Her Majesty's 
Government to stipulate conditions, before aUowing tho oxorcise of the right, 
is a violation of justice. To which there is the some answer. Conditions 
were stipulated, not for the exercise of an aoknowledged right, but for the 
introduction of a practico which was acknowledged to be sound in principle: 
vix., appropriation by law instead of by despatch. 

(8.) That the condition required by Ber Majesty's Goremmont is im* 

(1) Tho despatch and order justified tho action of the local Government, 
and declared that theif lemslotion was proper and in due tonn. The Queen's 
Advocate's opinion that the reswDatiMis of the unofficial members, naving 
preceded from the Queen, could only be accepted by Her Majesty, was, I 
am infonned, describe as correct; but to make assuraaco donoly sure 
order in Council legalised tbs measures passed by the * maimed' Legislature. 
I have not been able to see the desp^ch and order, my absence from Ceylon, 
wbilit this work was written and in course of pubboation, precluding my 
consultation iA antborities on this and other moot pomit. upon dou^ful 
matters I have ventured aconjecture, founded upon cirouiDStances and ooUiu 
ter^ evidence i this bos been done in idl oomi where absolute proof was 
nnatt^able.^Wii. D. 
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roaJOOAbld, inumnch m it ofcllt zpon iba Council, first to vote ibd foil 
amoirnt demiuidod by the Becretary of Btate, and girea the&r the liberty of 
inqiuri&g afterwords what that demand should Iuito boen-^ proposal which 
the retiring members oonndor to be unworthy and humiliating. 

It is true that Her Majesty's Government have called for an mcroosed 
oontribni^on of thirty-firo thousand pounds a year, thereabouts, in 
ontidpation of the enqtury. But it must be recoUeoted under what piroum- 
stances this has been done. Her Majesty's Government had before them 
the resolution adopted by the committee of the House of Commons in 1861, 
which wae also the undoubted view of the Houae at large, ' that tho expenso 
of the troops in Ceylon should be in a greater degree borne by tho Colonial 
Trofisury.' They also had before them the facts, on tho one hand, that 
Parliament was voting money at the rate of one hundred thousand pounds a 
year, or not far from it, on Ceylon military accounts, by far the greater port 
of which ozponditore would continue to be necessary for local requirements, 
aftor making ovary reduction to which enquiry could be at all expected to 
lead i and, on the other band, that the colony was roalieing, year after yoar, 
a surplus revenue to fully the amount thus annually voted by Parliament 
to tho proscut time. Certainly Her Hajesty'e Oovonunont did not antici* 
pate thatHbolr proposal would be esteemed otherwise than moderate, when 
they limited it, ponding tho institution of the enquiry, to the application of 
about a third part of the ascortoinod surplus, in relief of charges on tho 
imperial exohequor of a far greater amount. There will still remain a large 
field for the enquiry which is to be^jouducted by Colonial in con junction 
with Imperial autboirtics; while I noed ecarcoly repeat that all future 
appropriations of revenue, whether to military or civil purposes, will rest 
upon ordiuanco of Council and not npon exeontive acts. ^ 

(4.) That Her Majesty’s Qovenunout reserve to themselves liberty to 
entrust the promised enquiry to a oonuniarion, rather than to a committee 
of tho Legislative Council. 

1 have to observe that Her Unjeety’e Government reserved the oJtcmativo, 
in order that tho enquiry might take that form which, on further consider¬ 
ation, might appear most coovemeut, and most likely to give weight, in the 
colony and at Home, to the suggestions to result from it. Tou Lave been 
Informed, by my Despatch No. 70 of this date, of the reasons which now 
lead Her Majesty’s Goveruiuent to prefer a commiBsionr 

(5.) That the Homo Government reserve, in paragraph 33 of the Homo- 
random on Ceylon military expenditure, the very right to make future 
' demands' on the colony which they had abandoned in paragraph 29. r 

(1) This promise was kept to the ear, but broken to the hope. Whilst 
Lord Carnarvon wits Secretary of State for the Colodios—1374 n 1873^he 
bond of tho oolonj in financim matters was forced more than once. Tho 
colony was committed to expenditure in the some way as the House of Com¬ 
mons was recent^ compeUed to eoDction Government arrangoments m tho 
matter of tho oonveyance of the Indian Eneditionary Force to Malta without 
leave bmg first a^od for and obtained! When the members of tho coloni^ 
logislatnro oomplained, they were told that an ordinanM would be laid 
before them, providing for tne expenditnre. But thw action was fettered, 
and tho oflioi^ were compdl^ to vote ogoinst their judgment. A r^eronce 
to tho Ceylon Hansard for po^iculart of tho debate on the Creasy Pension 
would show the manner in which Mr. Cardwell's suc ce saors kept this pro* 
misc.—W m. D. 
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Thii 19 perhaps a raiMppr^ennoD of the * domands* meani in the para- 
Ipuph refarr^ji tOj which, of coime, are dei&iuids for le^ulativo votes or 
eneotmentfr-^ot deniABds for moiie; without vote of the le^ature (tho 
practice to be ^ven ap.) 

(6.) That the suiplaa of d^00,000 a year relied on as jostifyingi amoiig^* 
other reasons, thh demand for iacr oaeo d eontribution, is not a roal enrplw 
but merely the result of tho iate Governor’s * j?arstVjtofUouj policyt* dostroy* 
ing the efficiency of the Public Departmeutv and *cuJpably negloctins 
,Public Works.’ 

The Minute of the Executive Conudl annexed to the despatch under 
aoknovlodgment disposes sufficiently of the complaints made os to tho depart* 
msnts particularly referred to by tho rotiring members. I have, however, 
some mote general obeorvations to make, looking at the totsl ezpondituro 
for civil eetablishments in Ceylon. 

This expenditure in 1800| in the latter part of which year Sir C« 
MooGorthy auumed the Government previously held by Sir H. Ward, 
umountod to two hundred and forty'five tbousaod, tliroo hundred and thirty- 
one pounds (£^,301.) 

In ld03| the last y<far for which returns have reached this department, it 
stood at £246,681. 'fho oompl^nt to be met must therefore bo.not that 
this class of expenditure has been reduced, but that It has not been 
incrooBod. Nowit appears that Sir H. Word, towards the cldke of his govern¬ 
ment, viz., iu tho years 186^9, made a very general, and, it will not, 1 think, 
be disputed, a liberal increase of civil cstabluhmont charges, mi sing tho 
total expenditure on this head from £205,705, in 1858, to £246,331, os 
alreadv stated in 1800. 1 understand that Sir C. MocCartby considered 
that tms large increase, at the present time scarcely five years old, ought to 
carry the colony ou for some years without much furtkor addition. 1 havo 
no reason to question the soundness of that opinion, or to believe that tho 
Ceylon public departments, os a whole, wore conducted otherwise than very 
efficiently under Sir C. MocCartby. 

As regords tho alleged neglect of Public Works, I may refer to tho answer 
mode by Sir 0. MocCarthy in 1863, when the complunt neglect of Public 
Works was made before, in a memorial from the Planters’ Assooiation. 
*The large and unprecedented votes,’ ho says, ’whioh, owing to tho 
ebeticity of the revenue, and general prosperity of tho country, I have been 
tabled to propose and carry for nsoful Public Works,’ • • • ’forma 
sufficient reply to the insinuation,’ • • • * that there has boon any 
^ stinting of expenditure on this head.’ This is fully borne out by the pro* 
sent Minoto of the Executive CkmncO, who state that it wQl be seen, from 
returns wllbh they annex, ’that the outlay on roads*and public works 
has been liberal and may slmoet be called cxeessivo.’ It is shown that 
upwards of half a million has been spent on public works iu tho four years, 
1860 to 1803, (independent of the sums contributed from revenue to tho 
Bailway,) or about omssixth of tho total rovenuo eoUoctod, exolurive of the 
export duties, (set apart for tho Railway.) 

You will be aware that Major Ooneral O’Brien, while administering tho 
Oevemmeut, condemned strongly the state of repair of certain roods and 
buildings, in a collection of notes of a tour whicdi he made public in the 



278 


LIFE OF BIB R. UOBQAN. 

colony^ It IB obriooB that tba ftato ot thii or that road or bonding cannot 
' affect the qaertiou of the liberal character o! the total appropzmtiouB of 
rerenne to Ftiblio Works. It wil}, however, be year duty to enquire into 
the matters complied of by the Major-General with the officers of the 
Public Works Deportmente, from whom be hoe not, 1 bolierei tiansinltted 
any report on the snbjeot; and I hare so doubt that yon will bo able to put 
any defectire works into proper order^ from the funda at your disposal. 

On the above grounds, 1 adhere to the opinion expressed in the Colonial 
Ofiloe Mcniorandam of September lost, that the actoal rate of expenditiire» 
whether for oivil establishments or for Public Works> might bo considered 
of o sufficient and liberal character with reference to the rorenne obtained 
and tho ToqTUToments oitho colony; bnt yon will roooUect that tho proposals 
of Her MAjesty*s Govern mont left a considerable portion of the assumed 
enrplua of £100,000 a year, vis., abont £$0,000 a year, availablo for any par- 
poses to which the Local ,GovemQient might desire to apply it,^as for 
inetance, to increase of ostabllshmonts, or of outlay on Public Works. 

(7.) That if a saqilns revenue U really available, it ought, * in justice and 
good faith/ to he devoted to taking off the export duties (which chiefly fall 
on cofFoc) and not to military esponditure. 

Ism uQablc to find any gronnd for any complaint of injostice or * broach 
of faith’ on this hood. It appears that the export duties were imposed in 
the year 1850, to enable tho Local GoTcmment to give the required goaran- 
tee to the * Ceylon Ktdlway Company,’ the then state of the rovenno not 
admittiug of this without some Additional ^; and no particular duration woa 
assigned to the dntios^which were enacted os if permanontly. In 1861, when 
the Company was pmd off and the Railway recommenced os a Gove^ment 
work, a plan was proposed by a select committee of the Legislative Council 
(in a report signed by soveral onofficial members) cud adopted by the 
Oonneit, for providing the necessary funds, partly from tho export duties, 
partly from on annual contribution of £26,000 from gonetul revenue, and 
tho rest by issue of deboutnree, which again were to be paid off by the year 
1881, according to this plan, by continuing the export duties and annual 
contribution of £25,000 to that date. This plan tho Legislative Council, in 
1862, wished to modify, by rednoing the annual contribution to £20,000, 
leaving the export duties and rest of the plan much as before. 

My predecessor, the Duke of Newcastle, confirmed tho plan as regarded 
the retention of the export duties, but proposed the subeiitution of a round 
fium from balances at onoo, and a somewbat larger annual contribution 
during constrootion, for the contribution of £20,000 a year, from first to last, • 
proposed by the Couqpil. This modified plan, which was assnmed in the 
Memorandum os port of the ^ta for calculating the surplus Aiilable for 
military cxpoiiditare, aud which been carried ont by on 'ordinance 
of tho Legislative Council received a short time sinoe from Ceylon, involved 
tho retention of the export dntios to the year 1879. There has therefore 
been no retention of these duties propoeod in connexion with the settlement 
of military expenditnre, beyond what was considered reasonable by the 
committoo of tho Logislative Council of 1861 1 and whatever charge has 
boon Erected, by instructions from Her Majesty’s Government, in the nppor. 
tionniont of tho burden o! the mlway enteiprise, mado by that committee, 
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betweea tbd export dnUee, falliog chiefly on the Coffee Pl&ntera, who will 
benefit more t'bea any other cleu by the nulwny, and the general roTOnnei 
haa clearly amoonted to a transfer of some port of the burden to the latter. 
If it was deliberately deddod m ld61> that the Coffee Planters oonld be ^urly 
called on to bear the datiee till 1861 1 as their apocial oo&tribntion to a worV 
by which they will be specially benefited^ 1 see nothing in the foot of a general 
sarplns of rorenne hanng been amco rc«lued, to make it nnflur to adhere to 
that apportioumont of the burden. 

I have only fmthcr to observe that it was opon to the retiring Councillors 
to have urged in the Council tho various arguments whioh they have pot 
forward in their letter. Thoir opinions would have been cousiderod with 
the respect they would have deserred, and a <Uscusslon iu Council would 
oitbor have established, on all points, the justice of the proposals contained 
in tho Mtimorandum, or would have suggested to Her Majesty's Government 
any reasonable alterations in thoin. Her Majesty has beou advised to 
accede to thoir wish to leave tho Council, and their uaraos arc accordingly 
not re«iDBcrtod iu the Royal Instmotious addressed to you ou your* appoint* 
ment to the Government of the colony. You aro authorised to givo the 
present despatch any publicity which you may think dosirablo. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) E. Oardwill. 

Governor Sir H. Robiksok, 
d^Ci &c. Ac* 

o 

Meantime opinion in tho island had been growing, and 
it waaflnally resolvod to establish a Ceylon League,’ the 


(1) Ceylon readers will be interested in the following extract from the 
list oi euMcribers to the League Pund 

OHyinal Xso^ve Suhscriirtion List, 




s. 

d. 


£. 

8* 

c2. 

(SeorgoWall ... 

.. 25 

0 

0 

Or* W. Rudd 

.. 10 

0 

0 

0. A. Lorens ... 

25 

0 

0 

C. Tathm 

.. 10 

0 

0 

Wm. Thompson 

. 25 

0 

0 

W. Garry 

2 

2 

0 

J. Capper 

25 

0 

0 

L. Josepn 

1 

1 

0 

j. Alwis 

26 

0 

0 

A. B. Duudas ... 

.. 5 

0 

0 

T. White 

.. 10 

0 

0 

George Hudson 

1 

1 

0 

Binny Scott 

10 

0 

0 

£. Juries 

... 6 

0 

0 

0* L. Ferdinands 

. 10 

0 

0 

James Xrvine 

... 6 

0 

0 

oH. 0. Buohanon 

.. 10 

0 

0 

H. P. 8chmidt... 

... 10 

0 

0 

W. Rose 

. 10 

0 

0 

A. H. Fryer ... 

1 

1 

0 

G. L.WiUissuB .. 

5 

0 

0 

S. Noniry Tamoyt, 

.. 25 

0 

0 

W. W. Mitchell 

.. 10 

0 

0 

F. W. Willisfoid 

2 

0 

0 

B. Crows 

. 10 

0 

0 

Oliarlott Byrde ... 

2 

0 

0 

J. 8. Armitoge... 

. 26 

0 

0 

Osseu Leboo Maricai* 

10 10 

0 

F. H. Kelson .. 

. 10 

0 

0 

Cowasjee Eduljee 

.. 15 

0 

0 

8. T. Bicbmoud 

.. 10 

0 

0 

Philip Pa^3Ta . . 

.. 10 10 

0 

F. Maokwood ... 

. 10 

0 

0 

Framjee Bikajoo 

. 10 10 

0 

A. M. Ferguson 

6 

0 

0 

P. DeBarm ... 

. . 1 

1 

0 

H. T. Artmtage 

. 20 

0 

0 

KeppelJoDGB 

2 

2 

0 

J. P, Green 

.. 10 

0 

0 

W.RoUo 

2 

0 

0 

Donald MacGregor 

5 

0 

0 

J. 0. Jayitilleku 

4 

4 0 

John Lamb 

6 

0 

0 

J.Robdn 

... 3 

8 

0 
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chief object of which should be strive to secure, an equality 
of votes in Council. The unofficial members issued a 
manifesto, in which they said' The organa of public 
opinion in the colony unanimously approved of the con¬ 
duct of the unoffici^ members. Public meetings were 
held for that purpose, and memorials from all parts of 
the colony wero sent to the Secretary of State, praying 
that the royal assent might be withheld, and the hill 
kept in abeyance, until the result of the inquiiy should 
be known. It was hoped, even at that late stage of the 
proceodiug, that, when Her Majesty’s Goveramont should 


ii, 9, d. 


Cl Aniamiulio 
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have loamed the Tmanimoua feeling of the colonistSi and 
have been informed of the condition of the public works 
and departments^ they might have paused before giving 
full effect to the extreme measure they had taken. The 
answer to the loyal addresses and earnest petition of the 
public^ has but just reached the colony^ in the form of a 
despatch^ which not only announces tho ratification of 
tho obnoxious bilh bnt^ as If to make the defiauce of public 
opinion more marked^ an order in Council is therein pro* 
mulgated to legalize the act of tho official mombors^ and 
to give thorn power to enact measures in futuroj wholly 
iin*6spectivo of the unofficial element. 

' How striking the contrast betwoon this conduct and 
that of Lord Gi^Oy in 1848! That nobleman^ on the repre* 
seutatiou of a single unofficial member of the Council^ 
admitted tho right of the colony to vote its osvn supplies^ 
and immediately established the practice, as regarded 
the civil expenditure, promiting the same control over 
the military votes so soon as an ioqfliry should have 
determined certain essential matters in reference thereto. 
His successor, appealed to by not one member alone, but 
by a unanimous Council and public, in repeated prayers, 
did not deign an acknowledgment for several years, and 
when he did reply, it was only to deny tho exercise of a 
right which ho admitted they possessed. The right of 
the Council was equally admitted by both Ministers, but 
it was put iu force by the one and violated by the other. 
Tho one established the practice of voting the supplies 
'' by the Council, tho other set tho example of over-ruling 
those votes, and of legalizing the proco^dyigs of a defec¬ 
tive and irregular Council/ 

Speaking of the Home Government, they continued 
^ They regard the colonies as unprofitable and burdensome, 
and treat them accordingly. They are intent only on what 
they can exact from them, and if we are to obtain justice, 
it must be by reliance on ourselves. Even in Parliament 

• 86 
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it would seem that a complaint from a colony has little 
chance of attracting attention^ unless it could be made 
subservient to some party movement. Even in that 
. quarter, we can secure a hearing only by persevering 
agitation, and by advocating our own cause.* 

They proceededHenceforth, we must trust to our¬ 
selves. Our hope is in agitation, a never-failing agency 
which has prevailed wherever it has been constitutionally 
and perseveringly applied. We have tried every avail¬ 
able means of obtaining justice, and, though we have 
ashed for nothing bu,t what it is admitted wo ought to 
have, and what has been actually promised, our repre¬ 
sentations to Her Majesty^s Ministers, our appeals to the 
mother-country, and our addresses to the throne, have 
been in vain, and we have been not only disappointed, 
but wronged.* 

Further on in their manifesto they said‘ The time 
has thus arrived, when the ’colony must either defend its 
rights or become unworthy to enjoy them. If we endure 
in silence and supineness the treatment we have lately 
experienced from the authorities, both here and at home, 
we shall deserve the degradation to which we have been 
subjected, and such further humiliations as may be imposed 
upon us. Every one who is alive to the importance 
of the present crisis, and who has energy and independ¬ 
ence to act for himself, however deeply he may be engaged 
in his own avocations, should unite to agitate for a 
Council such as could not be compelled to reverse its own 
acts and pass measures repugnant to the opinions and * 
principles of its members. 

' The public, no longer represented in Council, having 
no more hope in appeals to the .Home Government, suf¬ 
fering 'from severe inflictions, and sensible of serious 
encroachments on their rights, must now unite to have 
themselves represented; and they must organize a con¬ 
stitutional resistance to the invasion of their privileges 
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and a defence of their rights. It is proposed) for this 
end/ to form a political League, to watch the proceedings 
of the newly-constituted Council, and the Military Com. 
mission, and to agitate for snch measures as may be 
deemed essential to the security of the constitutional 
rights of the colony, 

* It is proposed that the bnsinosa of the Leagne should 
be carried on by a central Council in Colombo, and com* 
mittees throughout the country. Eventually, an agency 
in London may also be established, and a machinery will 
thus be organized for systematic agitation. One of the 
first objects contemplated is the publication of the pro- 
ceedings on the military question, with all the documents 
relating thereto, for distribution to members of Parlia¬ 
ment and persons of influence in Britain and her c6Ionies. 
The inefficiency of the Gk>Tomment departments, and the 
grievances of the pnblic, will be effectually exposed in 
such a manner as to attralKt attention and challenge 
inquiry. To carry on the business of the League, and to 
give publicity to their proceedings, there will necessarily 
bo some expense; and consequently an atmual subscrip¬ 
tion will have to be paid by the members, the amount of 
which will have to be determined hereafter. 

* To tho League we pledge ourselves, and we confidently 
hope that it will comprise all those public bodies who 
represent tho capital and enterprise of the country, and 
every loyal individual who loves liberty and respects 
himself.^ 

Once established the League worked vigorously, held 
meetings, and formed branches in the sdiailer towns, and 
prepared, through a Cominitteo in London, for a cam- 
-paign in the House of Commons. Meanwhile a now 
Governor had been nominated,—Bir Hercules G. B. 
Bobinson, Governor of Hong-Kong. 

The versatile genius of Mr. Lorenz has left on record 
interesting reminiscences of this period. In a little 
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volume—enriched with clever thambnail sketches of the 
members of Council—entitled * The Christmas Debates* of 
the island of Ceylon^ from the time of the earliest records 
oxtant down to the present period ; with numerous 
sketches of the principal speakers, songsters, and silent 
members: published by authority,* he makes frequent 
reference to tho action of the unofficial members. When 

the came for the sitting of Christmas Eve 1864 to 

» 

(1) Thd following ii on oxaot eopy of the prehiCe 

.PEBPACE. 



' Anko 99 et so. VICT. c. i. 

An Act to amend and coneolidate the Chrietmae I>Aat 0 s qf iha Uland qf 
Ceylon, from the earUeet period to the present ttme. 

Wheroae it hae been very wieoly so/geetod that the CbriatmaB Debates of 

Ceylon uonld no longer remam buried in the 
Preamble. * ob«mnty of anoiemt hlea of Coloniai Newapapera i 

and tfa^ the prea e nt la the moat apprmriate 
eoaeon for republiahing thorn: IT IS THEBEPOEB BKACTBD by the 
^tor of the Examiner, by and with the ooneent of hia Eyeoutiro Connolli 
aa follow! i 


Short Title. 


1. THIS ACT may be cited for aU purpoaea, 
I ‘‘ The Aot of 1866/* 


S. THIS ACT ahall oome into c^ration on 
CoDuneocoment, Saturday, the twentt^eecond day of December 

1866, at 3 o’cloole m ine afternoon. 

3. THIS ACT shall and may be published and sold by John Uaitland 

A Co. of Chatham Street, Colombo, at or for the 
PnblicatfOD. pnee of Ten Shillings and Six Pence for each 

COOT. And every person pretending or preanin* 
ing to offer a amaller sum for the eaoie, or olaiming the benefit 3 a preaent * 
tioD^eopy, nhtin be liable to a penalty ca One Found (of Tartar Emetic, 
be dronh on tho premiaee.) 

4. THE Debates in the Schedule (A) hereunto annexed, are, and they 

/ ate hereby declared to be, The Chnetznae Debates 
Enaoting Clanee. of C^lon; anything in the Boman.Dutoh Laws, 

the Eondju Onsioms or The hfahomadaa Oods 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

5. THE lUustrationa annexed to the said several Defaatea ahall be 

deemed and oonstmed to represent the peraon 
llToftrations. or persons, i^om they ere intended to repreunt, 

ana no ot^r. 

By Order of the Editor, 

FnaNciB PoNsua, 

•PWftfar. 
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begisj the Clerk of the Council refused to proceed with 
the reading of the Minute. 'Ho would not read a 
single line/ he said, 'until the Council was properly 
constituted.’ 'Six memhers/ he added, 'had recently 
resigned; and it was preposterous to call this a Council.’ 

The veracious record proceeds 

‘ The President said if that were all, the defect could be 
remedied at once. He had iuvited tho six gentlemen to 
be present, and they had promised to come, though under 
protest, and on condition that tho colony should pay for 
the champagne, and that the aongs^ should be printed at 
the public expense. 

'About this time a loud noise was heard downstairs, a 
great rattling of htops, and loud laughter. Several voices 
seemed to bo in altercation " You go in first,”—" Not 
I,”—“ Shove him from behind,” &c. Tho vmces ceased, 
and tho loud ring of a rupee falling on tho ground was 
heard. Evidently the gcntleftien below were tossing up, 
and the lot fell on Mr. Wall. 

‘Mr. Wall was heard to say to the others,—“Now theu, 
my hoys, if you should see mo hesitate, or likely to turn 
round and run away, hold me tight, and don’t let mo.” 

'The officials all rose an the six members entered. Mr. 
Thompson said he wished them all good evening, and 
hoped they were pretty middling. The Colonial Secre¬ 
tary, speaking on behalf of the Government, said they 
were all pretty well, considering. Mr. Thompson said ho 
was very glad indeed to hear it. The Clerk of Council 
*here said that he was ready to read the Minutes. All 
the unofficials voted agaiust the Minuted being read.’ 

In tho course of the debates that succeeded and after 
several clever songs had been sung, the following ingeni¬ 
ous parody of an idyll of Tennyson’s was produced. Tbe 
' extract from tho poem’ was read by the Clerk of tho 
' Council, and was supposed to have been written by the 
Auditor-Goncral, Mr. Ponnefather. 
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I exolumed 

* Lorenz, of all men, temga ibe Coonoil!’ * 

He, sbakliig Ills large head petheticallf, 

Bepeated, mntteriog^* Coancili onnoO, onncil**-^ 

Agibin in dreamy wnigp o re •* CounoQ, oonoiJ, oozioil/ 

Bat Lorenz yeaned to eeo a« all ag^ j 

* If I might look on tboir dear foma Again, 

And make a few more aketchee So the thought 
nuantod and botherod him, and drofo him forth* 

At half pLzt one o'clock ono Wednoaday, 

BoQQd by tho Civil Medical Offioer'i office. 

Bon oath the etmra, whore we eil'legizlating. 

Thence fao looked np, hiding behind a pillar, 

Hifl dixzy bead ogaLzt ite poliebod inrfaoe. 

Then* did athovsuud memorice rou upon him. 

UueiKakablo fo/ ^ulno M 

(Fjoud cries of ito,* from Mr. Lorenz; and the 

Collector of Customs, who was fast asleep, suddenly 

jumped lip. Tlie Clerk, however, proceeded;) 

, —By und bye, 

Tho ruddy eboet of unused lilottiog-pupor. 

Laid flat upon the cemi^cironlar table, 

Allured him, aa eome hAf*eeon rock 

All area tho Steamer I'earf, antU eho madly atrikee 

Against it, a<id deetroye a couple of paeeengerv. 

Tlio Council-chamber fronted oo the street. 

The talloet houao in King Street ; and behind, 

By one ateop poaeage loading gently onward 
Into a garden near tho Printing ofiioe; 

And in it throve a aickJy CttfuarvMf 
A PoinHana Regia, and a Jack, 

And undomoath the trees were rows of pots, 

Which held a few dooaying Heiiotropez, 

A recent gift of WiUi^ Forgnaon's. 

Bnt Lorenz ahnaned the pots, aud boldly climb'd 
Up by the wall, behind tho Jack-tree. Thonce 
That which ho might hare shunned, if love of Art 
Had not compoUod him, Lorens saw. 

For pen and ink and paper lay o' the table, 

And Anloa and Regdatlons: Instroetions too. 

And sevorul seta of Ordinances. 

And on the left hand of the Chairman a^ 

Gibeen, the ' honorable friend' of times gone-by, 

Stent, hearty, with huge rolls of double-chin; 

And next to him hie chief Crown-Law Adviier, 

A shorter but a more developed Corporation { 

And from his hand danced a length of ribbon 
Rosy-red, wherewith they bound the colony. 
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Farther, on either «ide tbocbiilr, ho nlw 
T ho anciont Treasurer and the Anditor, 

AUo iho Agent of the OonUal Proviaoo^ 

And then the Agent of tho Wcetem PrOvineo, 
Likewise tho Onstone and Survojor.GcneiiU. 

Now when th* ex^ruembor, slyly peeping, suw 
Ui« ehair hie chair no more, hut hoii bly empty, 
And all the other unofficial chiurs dexotic*!,^ 

And uSih bodily eycA the frightful cooluess 
Of nim* (»fficuils legislating in their nhsouci*. 

And Inm, the Gonoml, ait ting ir> tli^ chuir, 
St'rcnnly putting ^uestion% io tho ^ote; 

Then he, though ho hud reud tho 1o< .d pjpers ~ 
Bocaii^* a c<ims.*d) S(*on i* i 

Th«ui roiiicdies i vl in bools n iipt 

Felt ; and, holding 1 v ^« • ihnir rod 

To n hi Old .1 toinhlo si oi Uughtet. 

Whuh, 111 ono nomont. hlciti ol.i*** f dooio, 

Woi.Id e(^id ^hoCloik of <*oun<il np 1 
Xfe, toto, turning M>ttly, like a ilm f, 

Lest tlu* hush (wii vbouU gr do '.pon tho >>.Lpcr, 
And tiKing t pjoei* ot IooIm ip I mm liis \ j<h kot,* 
De^igTio 1 (vLeUb, and drew uml sliHded it, 

And <ent it to the chief Cr*wn*L&w Xdviior. 

But fcuuio miiutoia the sketch w&a Vandoft*ii. 


During tlie yeatH under review ovenlh woru {Ji'occed'- 
ing quietly and comfortably as resjicets Mr. Murgan^H 
povhoual affairs: a largo private practice uddtKl to the 
emoluTnents of tlio Quccn^s Advocate’a office serviag to 
lift him above pressing caves and to provide for the heavy 
expenditure cutniled by tho education of two sons in 
England. 



CHAPTER VIIL 


KVENTFUL YKMiH : EXCITING POLITICAL AND SOCIAL 

EXPERIENCES. 


1865 — 1606 . 

Ik 1865, Sir Horculos Robinson bocamo Governor of 
Coylon. Ho landed in the island early in the year, and 
npciit n great part of the timo prior to the ojioning of the 
bossiimof the Log! slativo Council in September, in tra¬ 
vel Hug about tho island and making himself acquainted 
with its wants* Sir llcrcutos had a difficult task before 
him, as tho League had l^on already formod and was 
ilotenninod upoi^ eamost agitation. At this timo, nearly 
all tho ability in tho colony outside official ranks w ^re on 
the Lcaguo^s membership. Notwithstanding, however, 
tho general desire expressed for a reformed Council, tho 
Oovoinior did not find it impossiblo to induce six gentle¬ 
men repi'esentiug fonr diSorent races to occupy the 
vacant seats in Council. The Queon^s Advocate,* iu 
whom Sir Hercules Robinsou reposed great confidence 
from the moment he was" introduced to him, had much 
to say about tho selection of the names of gentlemcu wl\6 
wore eventually nominated to the Council. ^ 

ITio session of 1805 was notewrthy in many respects, 
and, in tho prbeoediugs recorded, tho Queen^a Advocate 
took an important part. A reference to Mr. Morgan^s' 
shave in the legislation of tho snccooding years will be 
found m the particulars given later on of tho measures 
introduced by him during his fifteen years’ possession of 
high legislative office. Meanwhile the following passage, 
tiated Friday, Januaiy 5th, 1866, maybe quoted:—^The 
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Legislative'CoQQcil closed to-day. I feel all the freshness 
of feeling which I experienced when a hoy at the breaking- 
np day in school. The work was heavy, the sense of 
responsibility with the new Crovemor and a new Council 
g^eat, and I felt sorely -home down more than once. 
But I am thankful to say that 1 have had strength and 
ability given me to do my work to the satisfaction, I 
trust, of the Governor and the public. The session has 
been an eventful one. Several important measures have 
been passed. May the result be satisfactory.’ 

Among Mr. Morgan’s letters of that year is the follow¬ 
ing to the Governor, dated 16th December, 1865 ‘ Your 

Excellency has doubtless read the article in the Observer 
on the report Of the sub-committee on the Postal Act. 
Apart from the motives imputed to us, we aro thereiu 
charged with having propounded an unconstitutional 
doctrine when we expressed our opinion that, if the 
inconsistency as respects thb rates upon books from 
England and books sent from one part*<>f the island to 
the other must be put an end to, we would rather that 
the former was increased than that any reduction should 
be made in the latter. But the editor is quite wrong in 
his position. We cannot, it is true, alter English rates; 
those for instance, to Galle, but we can impose any ratos 
we please from Gallo to other parts of this island, and 
that is all^fhe report meant to fay and does say. 

• ^The4l8tclanseoftheordinancebearsonthispoint. It 
provides that admiralty packets shoold be delivered free 
*attbe ports of c^lof the steamers. Thence toTrincomalie 
or elsewhere they mnst pay local postage. , A correspon¬ 
dence took place some time ago between Commodore Moa- 
tresor and the Post Master Gezmral, which was referred 
to the Post Master General in England,, who decided 
against the Commodore uid in the spirit of the 41st clause. 

'Tour Excellency will exoose me for troubling you 
with this, but I feel it necessary to explain the fact as 

87 
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the observation referred to may otherwise^ convey an 
erroneous impression/ 

A good deal of interest was taken in the Municipalities 
Ordinance by which corporations (partly elective> and 
nominated to the remaining extent) were provided for the 
towns of Colombo, Kandy, and Oalle, which measure was 
passed during the session of 1865. Fifteen years previously 
such a measure of self-government as is involved in these 
institutions was offered to the island, but rejected. Now 
it was accepted with much eagerness, and there were not 
wanting energetic reformers who saw in this ordinance 
the stepping-stone to privileges in regard to a Council of 
greater importance than a municipal assembly. In his 
diary for January 1866, Mr. Morgan hals left a descrip¬ 
tion ot the Rrst municipal elections in the colony. He 
wrote as follows 

*lltk January, T/iwrsioi/.—Busy with synod letter 
which I completed and took to Mr. Gibson about 4. 
Ho approved of it. The excitement was great touching 
elections. G. A. told me that L. and myself came in for 
no end of abuse for advocating C/s cause. One (he would 
give no name) charitably prophesied that I should be 
dead before the year is out. May he himself be spared 
long to soo his prophecy falsified. It is a pity that the 
burghers should carry cla^^ feeling so far. I think C. 
a better man than Y. for t^e native interest. The burghers 
are predominant in the Pettah and should be duly repre^ 
sentod, and there are already four burghers, or rather 
will be, besides V. C. is bad as respects English, but his* 
general infon^tion is great and his wealth, position and 
influence among natives, enpreme. 

‘ 12ih January, Friday.—-‘Election at Colpetty and Slave 
Island went off quietly, 0. F. and Dr. W. having been 
elected for the places respectively. The Fort place was 
contested for. I did not wish to attend it, but kept myself 
within reach at the Colonial Secretary’s Office if h. ehotdd 
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want me. .It went off witii Tory great spirit, and Y. was 
elected. The cheering was tremendous. The votes for 
L. 49, for A. 39. The military formed the majority of 
A.’s voters. After election, I returned to the office and 
replied to several letters from the Colonial Secretary. 

'About 5 p.m. an open air meeting was held in the 
Supreme Court yard in favour of J. A., L., H. D., C. F., 
and others addressed the voters.' 

* IBth January .—Attended office and worked till late 
on reports in Elliott’s cases. Was informed that the 
Pettah election was proving a very siormy affair. 1 trust 
C. will be elected. St. Sebastian returned F. de S. Sea 
street was also soverely contested for between ]']. D. and 
T. Went to congratulate the winner, T. 

'liih /anitary.—No church to-day. Heard of being 
elected for the Pettah by majority of 69. T. hlso elected 
as against E.B. T. called and was full of tho oloctiou. 
N. called also to relate result^f election. 

' 15ih/an«an/.—Exciting elections. Attended Cotan- 
nchina held in St. Thomas’ school. It included Mutwal, 
and L. had offered himself as candidate. C. P. had got up 
arches and other decorations. The band of tho 25th 
Begimont was in attendance. C. was to propose L., but 
it was found that his name was not on the list. So I pro¬ 
posed him, saying a few words to indicate that he was the 
man and none better. C. P. •seconded, and the motion 
was unanimously carried. The band strnck np, and L. 
made a very neat speech. In the afternoon was the elec- 
*tioD at the railway terminus. A. was for St. Sebastian, 
Ellepattoo having retired. A. assured fhs electors that 
having examined the list, he wae satisfied that he was the 
best man for tho post! He went, with a fiag, driven by 
y. and harangued the crowd at his house in a very self- 
gratulatory speech,—so I heard,—and at night walked in 
a ridiculous procession with fiddles and tom-tom, shout* 
log at and for himself! L. was elected for Marandahn 
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agaiuBt M. The latter woald have been better, as (1), it 
was desirable to secure more EaropeaDs in the Conncil; 
(2), the mercantile interest was not represented; and (3), 
there are too many lawyers in the Conncil and too many 
burghers. L. is, however, a good man. 

‘ I6th Janvary.^l am getting anxious as to my health. 
Last Saturday I felt a sudden shooting pain on the left 
side of my head, which continned for about half an hour. 
On Monday as I was proposing L., I felt the same sensa* 
tion, and it went off in about an hour. Yesterday morn¬ 
ing it came on again, and lasted the whole day, shifting 
latterly to the back of the head. Must consult Anthonisz 
when he goes with me to Maplegam.’ 

Mr. Morgan experienced in full measure that sorest of 
all trials to parents in the East who wish to give their 
children thd advantages of English education, viz., sepa¬ 
ration at the most impressible period of life. His second 
son Owen was sent to Englhnd in the middle of 1865, and 
thenceforward, /or seven years mail-day became anin^reas- 
ingly important feature in the father's life. No mail 
steamer was allowed to leave without carrying letters to 
his boys, letters full of wise counsel and pleasing humour. 
In ne aspect of his character does Mr. Morgan shew 
bettor than in his treatment of his sons, as evinced in the 
letters which he wrote to them—letters which have been 
preserved. The anxiety and love manifested in the fol¬ 
lowing communications will not need pointing out' 

‘ 17fA July, 1865.—I wrote a long letter to you on the 
11th, which was the advertised day of the French mail.' 
But I was gniefed to learn next day that the steamer 
would not wait for tho Colombo letters. You will pro¬ 
bably receive that letter by the mail which brings you 
tl^s, and, as I do not wish to tire you with long epistles 
when you mast be fresh to London, and hardly recovered 
from the wonders of that mighty city, I will write 
shorter letter to-day. 
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' You cannot imagine, my dear boj, in what a state of 
anxiety we are tonching you. It seems a long time since 
you left us, and we ha^e not yet received any intelligence 
touching you. The French steamer arrived last Wed¬ 
nesday and I telegraphed to Galle to ascertain whether 
she had seen the Ootconda. No, she had not. When we 
went to England in 1858, we left Ceylon on the evening 
of the 19th and reached Aden on the night of the 29th. 
According to that calculation you should have reached 
Aden on the 15th (yesterday), and we sat wondering what 
you would be doing in that desolate-looking country. I 
hope you have enjoyed yourself there my boy—and that lung 
ere you reached the ' Portus Romanis,' you would have 
got over your sebrsickness and have becomo a good sailor. 

' The house is still terribly desolate without you.' J. has 
taken your place at table on my right, but 1 crften turn to 
it suddenly expecting to see the loved form that occupiod 
it before. So when we get do wo turn involuntarily 
towards the couch on which you slept, iCnd if we turn to 
the other side, we see Chancellor wagging his tail and 
looking about anxiously for his young master. Oh! my 
dear Owen, if you but know how anxiously your parents 
think of you and long for you, you will then feel seriously 
the responsibility which is yours, viz., to try to profit by 
the advantages which are now placed within your reach so 
as to prove equal to the expectations we cherish regard¬ 
ing you. Recollect, that you have already wasted much 
valuable time, and that yon have not made so much pro- 
‘ gresa in your studies as you might have made, that you 
will have to work hard to make up for time mis-spont. 
Try by every means in your power to gain mental im¬ 
provement, and whilst you do so, do not neglect yonr 
physical improvement. Attend carefully to all that con¬ 
cerns your health, and see that nothing injures it. Avoid 
exposure to the cold; get over your repugnance to flannel 
and woollen stockings, for they are indispensable in a 
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cold conntry. Bat, above all thiogs^ attend iQost to joar 
spiritual improvement. Keep yonr heart pare and be 
meek j always aim at that which is reasonable and just) 
and lovely and o£ good report; pray to God to give you 
a new heart, to deliver you from temptation, to enable 
you to avoid sin, and to love Him with all your heart and 
mind and soul and strength and to love your neighbours 
as yourself. Make prayer your great guard and comfort. 
In everything, small and great, seek God’s blessing by 
prayer, and if you do so with a proper mind, "God will 
surely give all that is good for you; study the Scriptures 
daily, for they can make you wise unto salvation. Your 
mother and sisters are writing to you, and they will give 
you all the news of the place so that 1 ^ill say no more, 
my dourost boy, than that we pray God daily for your 
good. May Ho bless you.’ 

July 1805.—It is twenty-five days to-day since you 
left us and we have yet no*ridmgs of you. 1 expected a 
telegram from Bbmbay on the arrival uf the Bombay stea¬ 
mer, but none has yot come. All this is trying and 
would distress us did we not feci that onr dear boy is 
under the care of Him without whose knowledge not a 
sparrow falleth to the ground, and who will take care .of 
him and protect him and lead him on safely to his destin¬ 
ation. I trust that this is also your comfort, my son, and 
we cannot be too thankful Jhat wo have such a rich source 
of comfort to look to. Barring with those dear to one is 
painful; it would be ten thousand times more so but 
for our having Hia promise, who hath said that He careth * 
for the sparrowc and will much more care for us the 
very thought that parent and child, though far away 
from each other, are^ still under the kindly care of 
the same Almighty Being, that, though they cannot 
see each other, ^ey can both look to the same God and, 
in holding communion with Him, seem to hold com¬ 
munion with each other, is full of joy. Let our absence 
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then^ ^ear bojj be the means of drawing us nearer 
and nearer to God. Thanks be to Him, we bare our girls 
near us, and we are surrouaded with comforts; but our 
best treasures are away from us, and moat true it is that 
where our treasure is there will the heart be also. How 
wretched should we feel if we wore not comforted from on 
high, and if we did not believe, as we do, that the same All* 
seeing eye watches our treasures and ourselves and that 
He will, in His own good time, bring us together in happi¬ 
ness and lore. Again and again, my dear Owen, I entroat 
of you to make religion your chief caro. God says to you, 
" My son, give me thy heart.” Giro it to Him while the 
freshness of life is yours, devote yourself entirely to His 
service, and rest* assured that by doing so, you will secure 
to yourself happiness here and happiness hereafter. 

‘ The house is still very dull without you,*and I have 
over and over again, when I wanted a book or paper, boon 
on the point of calling out®" Owen,” but presently I 
feel that dear Owen is too far away to hoar mo. Chan¬ 
cellor, I am suro, still thinks of his young master, 
for he whines piteously in the morning first thing as 
he comes np to me wagging his tail, and all but say¬ 
ing, “ Whore, oh I whore is ho ?” He sleeps still in our 
room, but for the last day or two ho lies on tho entrance 
from your mother’s dressing-room to the bed-room; 
he seems to like the cold cement of tho fioor, for the mat 
does not reach that place. King, Pearl, Tray, Joddo, 
Emeu and Blacky are well, but Robert is ill and gprowing 
' &in. The horses are all well; we are tiying to train the 
donkeys the Chilaw Moorman brought for you to go 
and fetch ice every morning. JMie is attending to tho 
poultry regularly, and we get me fresh e^s every 
morning for breakfast, not so large, though, perhaps, 
fresher than any you get where you are. I wrote to 
Shanghai and Anstralia for two dosen of fowls, so that 
we are likely to have a large collection of rare poultry by 
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the time 70 U return. The Hendella bongabw is neorlj 
finished, and it will be pmnted to-morrow. When we 
bear of yonr safe arrival, we will get op a house warming 
there. I have named it " Alibi Lodge,as I mean to go 
to it whenever I want to establish an alibi and steal a 
holiday. We have not been to Gnmbatille since J'ou left: 
although 1 mean to do so one of these days. I have 
given C. notice to quit as be is of no use; he does not 
seom to take care of the place. I shall give David's 
brother charge of it. 

'Tho servants ar^ all well. J. is sorry we did not 
send him with you, but I think we did right. It was 
time that you should have commenced to work for your- 
solf, and the steward would have been sufficient for any 
littlo thing in which you wanted aid. Bob has some of 
your old shirts and coats, and ho sports one every day— 
seems quite proud of them, particularly of the pine¬ 
apple fibre coat which he *iooks upon as silk. If you 
can get the cheap photographs for which they used to 
charge a few pence, send one to each of the servants; 
they will be glad of it. 

‘ We are all very well. ♦ * ♦ I am afraid that 
you were not allowed to land at Aden and Malta, and 
that you would be harried through Egypt, as we' see in 
the papers that there is cholera in all these places. 1 
trust you will tell us in your letters who among the 
passengers were kind to you, and how the stewsjrd 
behaved, and what you gave him, and how long you suf¬ 
fered from sea-sickness, and how you enjoyed the * 
voyage f In fadt a perfect diary as you kindly promised 
me in which ererythiritf is recorded from day to day. Do 
so, even after you reaw England. I asked Richard and 
the girls to follow this plan when they first went; they 
promised but did not keep their promise. Let me see how 
you will act. 

' I am busy preparing the ordinances for the next 
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session,—ailionj 5 >it otiiors*, a Miinicipslity ordnianco by 
which I hope to have Colombo inado a preUy town, 
lighted with gas, supplied fiath springs and fountains 
and gardens and squares and parks. I will send you a 
copy of fcho ordinance. Do yon want any of the Blue 
Books or Civil Lists ? I am afraid yon will not have much 
time to attend to tlunn or to make establish incuts ami 
apportion salaries as you used to d<i. 1 hope you will 
make a good use of your time, and study hard, that 
you may como out soon to carry out the grand Kchomes 
of improvement which you used to pfojoct.* 

The Municipal iirdiuHUce has doii<» much for ColoTiibo, 
but, alas! it has* u<jt yat mmh^ of Hie city the thing of 
beauty sliadoweil forth in the above h’ltor. A few luf^utlis 
Uxter, Owen having biHJU disappoiuU^d at somcof Uie Knglish 
cities, and having expensed bis disappointment in tlie 
emphatic language of youth, hiafatlior rctorU‘d ‘ Borbaps, 
when you ndurn you will call Colombo a Hasty hole. Jfy 
that tifno, howeviT, the Muuicipabty will be in good work¬ 
ing order, the streets will be better lighted tliau London, 
and wo shall have our parks and protnonades and gardens.’ 

The father hod all the desire of tho KcMjtch matron whoso 

% 

chief desire was that one of her sons should Svag his paw 
in the poolpit/., In one letter to his sou Owou, Mr. Morgan 
says;—‘ Will you let me again, jny dear boy, allow mo to 
express my hope that you may yet return to your first 
love,^^ and follow the profession whi(jh you se(niied bent 
«pon whou very young ? I am afraid you ani bi^giuning 
to yearn after the ^sh pots of Plgypt, ^ Meit;h^nts,’ ' Engi¬ 
neers,’ ‘ President of Prince Albert Town,’ ' Indian Civil 
Semoe,’ they are all nothing to t^e noble profusion of 
preaching the Gospel. Following it, you will be best 
able to folfil the main object of life, promote God’s glory 
here and the good of your fellow men. There are few 
things I desire more than to see one of my sons chap¬ 
lain of Tnnity before I die and tp sit under his 

38 
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tniniHiry. Then indeed shall I feel that I can “ depart 
in peace.” 

Another letter trusts that ‘ hj February next the 
Tories will he defeated and Gladstone at the head of 
aH'airs.’ As has been already stated^ ' Mind yon spend 
Ik. 6 d. in illuminatious when this takes place,* is the 
counsel given to his son by tho Radical who was chief Law 
Adviser to tho Crown in Ceylon. 

Tho year IBGCwas an interesting one in Mr. Morgan’s 
life, tiiarkod by many important events, tho narrative of 
which is the history of the colony. Thu voluminous 
diary k<‘]>t during that and several successive years, 
fiiruishos much that is interesting and of value. 

‘ 22»d Junmrif. —Went late to office and was busy the 
whole day with tho answer in tho Admiralty case. Heard 
of further jobs contemplated by the Municipal Council. 
The nauitiiry sub-committee roa^mmended that tho 
sanitary officer should gut £800 a year without; or £400 
with, private practice,—more than the Principal Civil 
Mudical Officer for the whole island. And that the roads 
officer should get £600,50 per cent, more than the sum the 
(rovovumont now pay for the very work. TTiea there is my 
friend G. louging to get the Secretaryship with £500 
a year! What a nest of corruption the Municipality is 
likely to prove 1’ 

‘ 24t/i January.•^helt*bj tho morning coach for Galle. 
Mr. P. spoko strongly of the evil done in the reckless 
advantage taken of the Partition Ordinance of 1844, by* 
setting co-heirs against each other, buying the share of 
one and insisting on sale of the whole, &c.' The con¬ 
sequence is that, whereas the mission station at B. 
weRi .surrounded with natives owning small holdings, 
peacefully cultivating their lands and pursuing earnestness 

(1) The MOkO romilfi whiob (oUow$d ih« lAtrodnetioo of ft ftii&i)ftr Aqt Id 
itfler tbe ftuaiaft, a# deaoribeH by Vr. A. M. StilliTAn* M.P*, Id hi# 

' Now Irolftad’ were obftneteriftie of tbe nTtaUem CMiuaot is OiioD. 
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of industry, now they are driven away from their native 
soil', weaned from peaceful pursuits, and fast hecomin^ 
demoralized in every rcspoct. ITiis confirms the view I 
always took against the introduction cd primogeniture 
and the compulsory or legal discouragement of partition. 
If the happiness of the people be the obiect for us tt> 
strive at, that happiness is not attained by tho course 
indicated.’ 

‘ 26th Jatiuan/.-—Letters from Homo this morning toll 
mo that a telegram from John Whittard annonucc's 
the death of Allan Drieberg at Cheltenham on tho M ill 
January, after a few days illness from an attack of 
inflammation of. the lungs. Poor alliictod mother, her 
cup is full even to overflowing! God alono can cpnsolo 
her; may she fly to him for solace, and tnay a ifiorcifut 
Providence enable her to see a smiling cuuntenauce 
behind a frowning face. Thi^ affliction comes homo to 
ns. Owen went with Allan, both in gpod health and 
promise. One has been taken and the other loft. I'ho 
choice of the destroying angel might have been ono of 
agony to ns, but tho Father of all mercies has averted tho 
blow from onr heads. Let Owen and wo take caro that 
it is not to cumber the gronnd that wu aro spared.’ 

* 2&A/anttary.—-We left forBaddegamma after fourund 
did not reach it till about eight. A. and F. V. accom¬ 
panied me. We found the re^t-honso nicely prepared 
for ns with white old decoration, &c., and, what was 
.hotter still, a capital dinner from de V. Wo left about two 
and went on to Nagodde, where a Singhalese man (a 
retired process server) had prepared a nice 'tiffin for us. 
We left in half an hour and reached the village of Maple- 
gam shortly. At the limits of the village Singhalese m usic 
and men in grotesque dresso-s were waiting to welcome us; 
they continued their execrable music along the towiogputli 
till within three miles of our destiuatinn when wc got 
ont| 0 { the boat and walked. Enjoyed our village walk 
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mach through this densely populated, highly cultivated 
village, and got to the Vedahn Aratchy’a house prepared 
tur our reception by seven. Dined and retired early to 
rest/ 

'27/A January .—Up early, and walked about the 
grounds. Admii^cd sun rise view of the hay-cock. Con¬ 
ceived project of colonizing some 1,000 acres of land 
at Hiniduwa, with smaU holdings of 25 acres each granted 
to young burghers willing to emigrate thither and estab¬ 
lish small farina. Great thing to wean them from their 
quill-driving proper^sity and encourage love for agricul¬ 
tural pursuits. Anthonsz and do Vos think favorably of 
project which must bo elaborated in Colombo. Batli 
in the river which wo enjoyed much,—after which com- 
men cod enquiry at eight. After breakfast went to tho 
scene of the alleg<Ml murder and resumed tho enquiry. 
Much new light thrown on the matter from inspection. 
The ofFoct of tho enquiry will be good on tho native 
mind ns showing that tho Govornment will keep faith 
with tho people, however litthj they may dosorvo it, and 
that it will spare no pains or expense to ascertain truth. 
Closed at eight when we got into tho boat and left Map- 
legam. Splendid ran down to Boddegamma, current 
being with us. Keachod theplaco at seven, but servants 
not having boon sent beforehand, we could not dine till 
ten.’ ‘ 

' 29/h Jamwirjy.—Went to the office, but could not do 
moro than write Overland letters. Propounded my plan^ 
for raising Albert Town” at Hiniduwa to H. Dias, 
who is favourable and will 

1h matter fur great regret that tho scheme for 
establisihiug a burgher agricultural colony with ' Albert 
Town’ H» its centre, was not carried out. Tho idea, how- 
pvor, was not forgotton : it was talked over again and ^gaip 
in after years, but want of capital .'>nd want of leisure 
jwevcuttnl the t^chemo lacing tested by the principle which 
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Sir Hercules Bobioson about that period made immortal 
in Ceylon, tiz., ^ Will it pay ? ^ The present (1878) state 
of the labour market in the island shows that some such 
an outlet for burgher energy is more imperatively needed* 
now than it was in 186G when first devised. 

^ 2nd February. —DearOwon^s birth-day, the first birth¬ 
day he has been away from home. God have rnercy upon 
our boy, and give him many many happy returns of the day 
—and hasten the time when he will return to us inipTOvod 
in body, mind and soul. If there be anything on earth 
I desire more than another, it ia^to see my dear boys 
return to us and getting on prosperously in life—one of 
them, if it pleaw God, a faithful preacher of God^s word, 
sotting forth his glory here, peace and good-will ^among 
men. Then indeed will I join heartily in old Siuieou^s 
prayer. Had a committee meeting on the Cometoiy 
Ordinance; conferred with Mr. B. B., as to Gallo face 
charges which arc fair. V. la for clo^ng the present 
Pettah burial ground, to which I am strongly oj)poa©d. 
If closed at all, it shonld bo partially only. *V^i8Jtcd 
Mooloorajahwella fields with Lorenz and others.’ 

' bth February.^Arose with a sense of hoavy work 
which 1 ought to have done but have made bat little 
progress in reaching and overcoming. I sometimes feat 
that I shall never succeed, for, from the moment I com¬ 
menced business, I cannot call to mind one single day, 
‘*any occasion, when I could say I was perfectly free from 
work. There was always something to do, ttowotbiiiff 
not done. And thus was it, indeed, ^nco my oarliest 
recollection. So at school, so in Iif<?, when school boy 
cares were thiowu aside and heavier matters engrossed 
my attention. And the feeling comes upon mo that so 
will it be until the scene is closed and life’s fitlo) fever 
is over. Verily, will the end come upon mo like a tbiof 
in the night, in tbo midst of works, of anxieties, of soul- 
engrossing cares. There is one satisfaction, those works, 
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anxieties and cares will not stop the mandatenor conld 
one wish it to have that effect if but his lamp was 
trimmed, his oil ready.’ 

‘ lO^A. J^efcrtiory.—Meeting of Prison Discipline Com¬ 
mission at one. Examined I. A. according to whom the 
treatment of prisoners at Malacca and Singapore is far 
more lenient than in Ceylon. People in a higher position 
(e. g., clerks) are employed as clerks themselves and 
allowed to reside at large. Engaged house at Nuwera 
Ellia for March, April and May—£10 a month. A spell 
of cold will do my wife and me great good; and I shan’t 
be the worse for it and for the rest which X may thero 
enjoy.’ 

‘ 12{A Fohriiarjj.—Commenced Mackenzie’s Roman 
Law, which I hope to get methodically through, making 
full notes. Employed in tho office principally, with the 
gold-bar case and wrote t^ Captain B. In the evening 
had a dinner tparty; the Austrian crown jeweller, 
several Germans and Lorenz dined with us. Germans 
very musical; the crown jeweller especially amused us 
much with German songs. Broke up at twelve.’ 

*lSth Fehruary, Shrove Tuesday .—Supreme court sat 
to-day, and I got rid of two cases, one Colombo in which 
I succeeded in securing a reversal of two decrees, and 
the other from Matara which was affirmed. A Police 
court c^e from Caltura also affirmed. Engaged after-, 
wards in studying questions submitted for opinion as to 
the right of an agent to pledgo goods of principal, he « 
himself having no lien thereon. I think he has no right 
in that respect, nor had he by the English law, although 
the power was afterwards given by statute.’ 

‘ 14ih February, Ash Wednesday .—Went for a trip in 
the tnrfn with all my party. Mot Mr. W. C., who was 
going to Kandy with D. to see the Governor on the cur- 
I'oncy question. He is an advocate for the decimal coin¬ 
age system making the rupee an unit. Enjoyed the 
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travelling .amazingly j tbe day waa line and the oonntry 
aroand beautiful.^ 

' ]btk Feliruary. —Came to office and worked till after 
bve, particularly at the opinion for tbo Asiatic bank as 
to the right of agfonts to pledge goods of principals. 
Held that though by general rule of Dutch law agents 
have no such power—yet' inoribua nostris’ accoiding to 
Voet and others they have such power. Tho pledge to 
banks is particularly uphold by Voet. Telegraphed to 
A. C. Stewart, P. S., to know if I should bo wanted 
for counsel before tbe 23rd. Heard in reply, that the 
Council could be held on tbe 25th, so that 1 will go to 
Galle to conduct gold*bar case.’ 

‘\Qth i^e5ru«ry.-~Heard of Singanayegam’s,, death 
last night. He was a very worthy mau, and, though an 
interpreter of a court, perfectly honest.’ 'fhis is hard 
measure for interpreters of CotIod Courts. 

‘\lth February. —After a orief and feverish rest, for 
my wife was worrying about my leaving her, got up 
about four and prepared for my journey. Met coach at 
post office and Lorenz was there. Called at J’s. and 
hoard from Geo. Stewart that a search was made and 
four gold-bars discovered. Stopped at L.’s and saw 
Trutand. Pleasant day throughout. Wretched breakfast 
at Bentotte. Beached Gallo at half past four; saw Kell, 
Bay ley and the chief. Large* party at the old mansion 
waiting for the steamer for Suez which goes to-morrow. 

' 23rd February. —Proceeded to Kandy for Executive 
Council. Enjoyed the traiii very much, but the coach 
afterwards “ horrid.” Arrived at half-past four, and 
thought of the bright genial face [Mr. J. A. Dunuwille’s] 
that would have been there to meet me, but that he had 
been laid low within the last few months! Terribly low 
spirited in consequence. But G. made me welcome. 

* 24fA February .—Long Executive. Asked to dine 
with the Govemor,'but made an excuse as I was feverish 
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from cold. After Council saw Mrs. Dunnwillo, and 
visited the grave of my dear friend. At tlio beginning 
of last year, I saw him give his daughter Maria in mar* 
Wage, and father and daughter as happy as they could 
wish to be. Thoy now lie side by side of each other, and 
the happy remembrance of the past is all their friends 
have to comfort thorn. 

‘ 28th February .—Wont to office yesterday and Jiad 
conforcncos with Maartensz on W. It. and Co.^s estate 
matters, and settled libel as to Dixou^s estate, but could 


not do much int^re, bAiclos giving instructions to Bayley, 
do Haram, Fisher, and Laharpo in the gold-bar casOi as 
to Crown work. The day pusses so rapidly, and there is 
always so much time taken up in empty gossip. Could 
not go to fort as I had intended. Wont to Trinity 
at half-past five and distributed prizes to choristers which 
should have been given Ias( Christmas. 

^ 1st March .—tip Into owing to last night^s dissipation, 
—(a festive gathering under a friend's cocoauut treSs)— 

4 

and could not do much work in consequence. Went 
to fort first to confer with D. as to my opinion on the 
case submitted by Stuart and Bennett, trustees of Mrs. 
St. J. Wont to call on the Registrar-General who is 
laid up with fever. Called on the Surveyor General who 


was not in. About two hours spent in 
after my return, so that *[ could do little 


idle gossip 
or no work.. 


Wrote to Richard and Owen. 


‘btfi March. —0. S. called this morning to recom¬ 
mend J. to Dje.* Promised to boar him in mind. It 
seems, as a supplement to the story of his being impri¬ 
soned by J., it is now stated that I went up to Kandy 
express, and obtained a pardon, receiving £1,500 for my 
tronblor Not a bad sum that to receive in these hard 


times 1 What next, 1 wonder? Mr. S. called to ask my 
"favour” when a vacancy occurred in the Lands Regis¬ 
tration Department in the Eastern Province. 
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' 1th March .—Did a good bit of work in the office, 
though I^r. MacCarthy took a good portion of my time 
in absurd questions about registration. He informed 
me that the Governor had appointed me, himself, and 
Dickson a committee to arrango details previons to 
bringing tho Marriage Ordinance into operation. I 
don’t like the constitution of tho committee, and must 
consider whether 1 should act. N. camo to ask mo to 
get B. a place in “ the service,” but I pointed out that 
tho service seemed almost inaccessible just now and that 
my interest was very limited. ITie prospect of being 
ordered out of Colombo (should B. succeed) seemed to 
put eveh N. out. He did not object to let B.’s affianced 
to Jaffna, but' any other station be doinun'cd to. He 
thou spoke of B. buying up the E.caminp.r, settiftg up as 
its editor, and being admitted as an advocate in addition. 
I promised to sound Lorenz on the subject and found him 
willing to give up the papers I bad warned him against 
it from the first and forot<»ld that he wJuld repent of his 
connection with journalism. Hoard from the Governor, 
who wants a memorandum as to the fiscal’s office—the 
working of which, he says, is reported to him as very 
bad. L. thinks that S. had a plan to make the depart¬ 
ment entirely independent of the Government and under 
tho supreme court, hut this 1 think would be objection' 
able. • 

• ‘ \%ih March .—Got up at six. Received an invitation 

from Mr. Cairns, dated “ Saturday night,” asking me to 
• dine with him *'to-morrow” to meet H. R. H. tho Prince 
of Cond4. C. called to ask for interest with Fowlie and 
Richmond to procure his son tho clerkship of the chamber 
of commerce,—S. retiring on pension. Promised letters 

to Richmond and Wise. Asked-my interest to get 

. him the Municipality Inspectorship which J. vacated. 
Promised to speak to Lorenz and de Saram. Did very 
little work in office. Conference with N. on liability of 

89 
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assignees of S. and B. to action by D. T. and Co. Con¬ 
ference with B. on Kandy mnrder. The rest of time in 
idle talk, which very much vexed me. 

'15th March .—I omitted noticing in my journal of 
yesterday that I read three capital articles in the Law 
Review touching Bankruptcy Law, Marriage with 
deceased wife’s sister, and Lord Westbury. The Brst is 
very suggestive. What right have wo to clear the pro¬ 
perty of debtors* from future liability? The second is 
very exhaustive. The third was condemnatory of Lord 
Westbury, but giving him fall credit for his great abilities 

and his successful reforms. 

* 

' 22«d March .—Not long in the office, as I had to attend 
the second meeting of the Education ‘sub-committee. 
In lookibg over the despatches on education which I got 
from Mr. MacCarthy yesterday, I came across somn very 
curious documents. There was one No. 121 of Slst July 
1840, forwarding a memoria' from my brother C. A. M., 
in his sickly days'in which it was stated that I was to get 
letters of rocoramondation from Mr. Stewart Mackenzie 
and Mr. Tumour, when I was about to proceed to Eng¬ 
land, but that they wore denied me because my brotber's 
attack on S. M. in the Matara case, whereupon he resign¬ 
ed his proctorship for prisoners! Also the reasons of,J. 
S’s. summary dismissal from the office of D. Q. A. in 
1840. It seems that S. g^ve unsound advice” in two 
instances which were reported; on the strength of these* 
it was said that Government had no confidence in him. 
Mr. Anstruthor in a memorandum submitted by him * 
(13th February 1840) recommended that S. should be 
made District Judge (some salary, £1,000} and another 
deputy Queen’s Advocate sent out. But Lord John 
Russell thought he ought to be displaced, if the Governor 
believed that the errors were the result, “ not of mere 
casual oversight, but of ignorance of the principles and 
rules of law,” adding “ To require you to a^inistor 
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the GoTemment nndeT legal advice in which no con> 
fidence can be reposed, would bo to subject you to 
risks which no Governor ongbt to incur, and would also 
be to deprive the public at largo of a security indispen¬ 
sable to the interests of justice and to the duo conduct 
of every branch of tho Colonial Government. On this sub¬ 
ject, you will understand that you possess a discretion 
altogether unfettered to relievo yourself, if necessary, 
from the embarrassment of having to resort for guidance 
to incompetent legal advice.” But Lord John held fur¬ 
ther that the incompetency was as.fatal to S’s. appoint¬ 
ment as District Judgfo of Colombo. He was accordingly 
displaced, and ,Mr. Temple sent out (Despatch No. 27 of 
24th February 1840). Presently Arthur Buller^took up 
his cause and wrote strongly to Sir J. Stephen to erpress 
his regret at losing S. as D. Q. A. and expressing his 
opinion that S. was wronged. Lord John Bussell 
authorised his recall to tho public sepdee and he was 
afterwards appointed district judge of Kaudy. This 
must serve as a lesson to me to be careful in the opinions 
I give. We examined Mr. Sendall to-day. He is strong 
against a Bchool Commission and groatly in favour of a 
Ihrector; he was against vernacular schools, and the 
present system altogether. 

'21thMo>Tch .—Leftearlyforthe station enrotrfe to Kandy, 
and was in good time. Enjoyed tho journey by rail, but the 
’otherpartof the journey was bad. Bod horses, bad harness, 
bad everything. The reins snapped before we wore a 
quarter of a mile &om the station and,, but for White’s 
jumping out and seizing the horses, we shbuld have gone 
down a precipice. Then the horses would not go, and we 
had to get down and walk abont a mile up-hill in a hot 
blazing sun. However, from the rost-house, things were 
better, and wereachedKandysafelybyfonr. Met J.and D. 
who had furnished a house for us, but the once familiar 
face which was ever the first to greet us on our arrival in 
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Kandy and to give as a genial^ hearty welcome^ 'Was there 
no more 1 I was in terrible trouble to find my box of 
papers^ including my notes in the case^had been left behind 
at the station. 

‘ 28{A MarcA.—-Obliged to get on with the case without 
my notes and, all things considered, managed very well. 
Hade out a veiy good case as to power of attorney, estab¬ 
lishing its joint character beyond all doubt. Lorena 
made a feeble reply, as he thought, but the best his case 
admitted of, and, impudent as over, said his opinion was 
as good as if not better than Sir Boundell Palmer's I 
Closed a little after two, and occupied myself by writing 
a letter to K., then wont to the Maligawa ^o see the eight 
column^ Cuda Banda is going to give me. Visited 
Justice Tempje and stayed with him til! after six chatting, 
after which went again to the Maligawa to see the jewels. 
Came home and after dinner had a stroll on the bund. 

‘ ZOth March, Qood Prtday.—Went in the morning and 
had an interesting conference with S. Ho rocomre^nds 
enquiry as to how far the irrigation ordinance has been 
carried out by tho Government Agents and spoaks of the 
Gansabawas as admirable institutions for settling irriga¬ 
tion disputes. Cudabadpreviously impresseduponmethe 
necessity'of either establishing village councils everywhere 
or empowering magistrates to recognize and uphold irriga¬ 
tion rules, the neglect of wMch ho says is a great grievance 
with the natives. I propounded my idea of giving native’ 
headmen jurisdiction in small cases, to which he seem? 
favoimable. Tallied of loosening temple lands by allowing 
power to alienak), the proceeds being made subject to trust 
aud to cnablo tomplo tenants to commute, to both of which 
proposals ho is favourable. 

‘ dpn7.—-Left Kandy about seven, andaftera drive 

along a beautiful country, bat dangerons road, we reached 
Knwera Eliya safely about eleven. It was interesting to 
observe tbe gradual alteration in the vegetation as we went 
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higher and higher. At Gampola, coffee straggling and 
indifferent. Pnsilawa rather better, until we got to the 
Rothschild, Melfort, and Delta estates where the fruits of 
increased expenditure were manifest in the more healthful- 
looking plants. Ramboda trees were decidodly more green, 
heavy and luxuriant. Then camo trees with twisted 
branches and cockscrewy timber and pines and firs; it was 
colder and colder as we got nearer Nuwora Eliya. C. was 
waiting breakfast for us. Enjoyed my bath and sat 
down to a capital breakfast; a chest cold came on as a 
reward for the bath. In the evening C. drove me out to 
Lawton's farm on tho Badulla road. Returning we had a 
narrow escape, ^he horse having turned round just as wo 
were on the brink of a precipice. , 

' 21«tAprt7.—Breakfasted with Iho chief justice to-day. 
His garden is a beautiful one. He spoke <fiaparagingly 

of both-'s ; said he believod they had a boe in .their 

bonnets. Advised me to get rid of thejn. Tho Governor 
and Xady Robinson have not gained with society gene¬ 
rally. They arc too exclusive, see very little company, 
do not entertain at all, and are very stately withal. Very 
eventful Council. Colonial Medical Department largely 
increased, a case of first starving, then stuffing. Major 
Skinner’s pay made £1,500—very properly, only one 
dissenting. In the evening dined with the Colonial 
Secreta^. • 

* 22nd April.—^Wea.t to Cinchona gardens at Hakgalla 
which 1 enjoyed mneh. Hada spill on our return. Quiet' 
day, cold and wet. Dined at the General’s and hod a very 
pleasant evening. Mr. and Mrs. K. were at the hotel; tho 
latter on h» way to England. He said that he was suc¬ 
cessful in rearing sheep at Nnwera Eliya. At first he fed 
them; then they would make no effort them selves, sickened 
and died. Then he gave no food; compelled by hunger the 
sheep went in search of it, found it,-effort did them good, 
caused increased circulation, acclimatised them, and 
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ttey began to become fat. Transport and -all sheep 
from Malacca cost him 10«. Fattened (which cost nothing) 
they sold for 30#. So K^s recipe for fattening sheep 
at Nuwera Eliya is “ Don’t feed them at all.” 

* 25th Apnl. —Richard’s twenty-first birth-day I We 
have been looking forward for this day with anxiety 
and joy. Now that it has come, it seems as .full of 
anxiety as of joy. To me the Lord has been truly good 
and merciful. T recollect the day when I was admitted 
to my pi*ofessiou. On looking forward then to my pros¬ 
pects in life, I almost-felt they wero 

Dark os w&b thooo, eto tbo iofunt eun 

Wii 0 rollud togothor, or ha<l shot lii8 baaau 

Atliwort tbo gloom profound.*’ 

Indeed I recollect inscribing these very lines in my 
diary. I was friendless, a few books—hardly half a 
dozen,—were all 1 hod to gnide mo in the exercise of my 
profession. If I,wantod others, I must have borrowed 
them from friends. A few chairs, couches and tables 
were left mo in the house by my mother and 
sisters when the establishment was broken up and they 
went to reside with T. at G-alle. It is true that the 
Almighty had blessed me with talents, the proper use of 
which I felt and hoped would ensure mo success. He 
had also given me a sangnino temper so I would not 
despair. But there were drcumstances which depressed 
me then not a little. But with ns, as with the believers 
of old, as onr need so will our strength be. I applied 
myself to my work and was able to achieve a moderate 
amount of success, to outlive all opposition and, on the 
1st May 1844, to lead my affianced to the altar. It was 
a happy day: but not more happy than the day of 
which^his is the twenty-first anniversary, when my dear 
wife presented our first-hom to me!—the first pledge 
of our heart’s wannest, purest, earliest afEections. I 
have had my successes in life—I have had many a day 
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cf triumph and happiness, but none can I recall with 
so much pleasure, so much gratitude, to the Giver of all 
good, as the 25th April 1845. ♦ ♦ ♦ were 

enabled to go with Richard to England so that we 
could see that he and our other dear children were 
happy and cared for before we were separated from 
them. That bitter hour of parting with Richard at the 
pier at Dover is still one of the shadows of our life, but 
our kind Maker has watched over him, and wo have been 
blessed from time to time with good news of him, 
and we are now spared to see him enter his twenty* 
first year,—the legal manhood. We grieve that ho is 
not with us, that our oyes cannot rest ou the form 
which now absorbs all our thoughts and affections; but 
we feel—and it is a consoling thought—that t£o same 
Eye that we now look up to, watches over Sim as well— 
that we are the common objects of Ills care and protec¬ 
tion.' May he preserve our^oar boy and grant that he 
may grow in health and strength * ♦ * ♦ 

* i do not purpose keeping this day in merry making, 
but have only asked a few friends to join us at dinner. 
But, as a proof of our thankfulnoss, and with a view to 
benefit our faithful servants, I have given to each of them 
a savings’ bank book containing a deposit of one month's 
pay. I hope they will be encouraged to continue hence¬ 
forward making deposits on their own account 


Tom . 

£ 

... 1 

ff. 

10 

Jooeph. 

... 1 

10 

Baitian.. 

.. 0 

15 

Bob . 

...D 

>10 

Boby's Ayah 

... 0 

10 

Looisa. 

... 0 

10 

Imbella 

. 0 

10 

Cook 

.. 1 

10 

David 

0 

16 

Joania 

... 0 

12 

Wellegas . 

AdacafUn (garden or) 10 

Kitty 

... 0 

10 
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£. 

And in money to Junnii (CottfO . . 1 10 
Bicbnrd’Hnnrso (Niddnmftb) ... 1 10 

ilrs. M.’e nurse .1 0 

SlbUy gardener .0 10 

‘Twouty-oue yeura have passed since our dear boy 
-was boru and though there ia much to sadden and 
vox ino now, still I can recall, God bo thanked, 
with fi'eshness the day which was productive of so much 
happiuosH to me and my dear wife. Professionally T 
have enjoyed all tho,success I could reasonably wish, 
and he who commenced life twenty-six years ago (31st 
December IddO) api-octor with a fow books, wondering if 
he would over get on, if he would live to have a fair 
practice and ac4uirc property, if ho would achieve success 
in u held 'n'hol'e compotitieu is keen is now the official head 
of his pi-ofessiou, esteemed and respected—though it is 1 
who say it,—by all. Ho isfhappy who dies happy and 
that day ouly will reveal what my lot is yet to be. 

‘ On tills the birth-day of my eldest sou, let mo insert 
some vows I have formed and which I pray the Almighty 
will enable mo, as well for my sake and that of my family 
to keep• 

1. Strive to pay old debts and not incur new ones. 

2. Avoid extravagance. 

3. Be strictly true to my word. 

4. Restrain my tongue. 

5. Judge not uncharitably; question not motives. 

6. Bo truthful in word and thought. 

7. Avoid imemperance and all approaches to it. 

8. Avoid unuhastity and all appearances of it. 

9. Strive for and cherish a deep sense ofaccountability. 

10. Cleanse my way by taking heed thereto according 

to God^s word. 

11. Go to the root of things, avoid superficial examin¬ 

ation. 
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12. Waste no time. 

’ I have prayed this morning that God may enable me to 
keep these, so that I may have additional canso.rrith 
pleasure to look back on my son’s majority. 

'Was hard at work the whole day, but did not accom¬ 
plish much. Much of my time was taken up in tke 
preparation of the Executiyo Council minutes. 

‘ 3Qth -Had a long walk on Lady Horton’s walk 

this morning. Met Mr. Harrison who accompanied me 
a good way and seemed very gracious for the king of 
Elandy. He is in favour of Tottenham’s road; and as 
for the objection touching the Mndulsima and Hewa Eliya 
planters, ho seems to think that this will beneht them 
as much as any road can. He admits that Batticaloa is 
thoir natural outlet, but the shipping thence i# limited 
to a few months in the year and coffee takoirthither or to 
Hambantota ^ets spoilt. No population to cure it in 
those places. Busy the whole day, but generally in 
writing private letters. No officials *of consequence. 
Heard of Mr. Allen’s death after five days’ fever. A 
good man is lost to the world, but he has become one 
of the garnered treasures of heaven. Dined with Mr. 
Harrison who made a great parade of his wine—good 
sherry, but bad champagne. 

‘ 2nd Mnij .—I had yesterday a long conference with V. 
who suggested two ordinance^—one to require Kandyans 
.marrying to declare before a Registrar whether the mar¬ 
riage is a deega or beena one, and such declaration, cer¬ 
tified to by Registrar, to be final and no oral evidence to 
be admissible. It will no doubt proveiTt much false oral 
testimony, but then, how far is it practicable to provide 
for like registration as to past marriages? Another idea 
is .to require all deeds before 1834 to be registered 
within a stated time. This will prevent false instru¬ 
ments which are becoming too common. Had a confer¬ 
ence afterwards with Pettiagedere Unanse and Cuda 

40 
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Bandar. They approve of both above ideas. Invited 
thoir opinion as to a law enabling temples to sell their 
landsj but they seem opposed to it, and quite feel 
that it would give ablow to Buddhism. They are favour¬ 
able to power to lease which they believe exists now. I 
was surprised to hear from them that there are many 
parts of the old Kandyan provinces in which the mar¬ 
riage ordinance is practically disregarded from ignorance. 

* Srd May .—Called on R’. this morning; he was not in. 
Called on S. and saw him. He is a very steady fellow, 
and likely to get on well. I advised him to prepare him¬ 
self to be called to tho bar; ho is doing so. Busy whole 
day, but could not do much after all. I find private 
corrospoudoucc takes up much of my time’. Commenced 
an ordinance on deoga and boena marriages. Called 
on L. in the< evening and returned early for dinner. 
Called on the priests to ask them to put oPthe proposed 
picnic in my honour till nex<> week as I feared rain. 

‘ bth May .—Hudacapital walk this morning roundLady 
Horton’s walk, a full five miles I should say, and felt all 
tho better for it during the day. Did a good day’s work. 
Wrote to W. C. G. touching baby judges and the law’s 
delays, which are scandalous in these parts. In the 
evening drove up the Kondesally road. Wife nervous as 
usual, and could not go far. 

' 7th May .—Had a long walk to-day in tho town. 
Saw Wijeyosinhe and left settlement of Wm. Kellow’s- 
bargain to him. Heard of poor Fisher’s death. He was 
thrown off his horse some five miles from Ampittia, on his 
way from BaduJla^ and killed. His poor wife was waiting 
at Ampittia for him ; she had to go to fetch his corpse 
home. Yerilyinthe midstoflifewearein death; and yet 
wo individually go on quite believing that, whatever may 
bofal our brother, wo ourselves are, of course, safe. 
Fisher’s case is an instructive one in many respects. 
After years of toil, he had at last received, or rather was 
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about to .receive, a lair increase to his salary; some of 
his children had just come out, and, just as he might 
have begun to expect enjoyment, he is cut dQ>vn! 

* 8th May.—Had a long walk and mot L., who asked me 
to dine with him this evening to moot the District Judge. 
Was rather perplexed at tho time and said ‘ Tea,' for 
which I was sorry as L. had never called on me, and as I 
fancied (but it might only be fancy) had never shewn a 
disposition to court my acquaintance. Had a conference 
with V. about certain Executive Council matters. Busy 
the whole day with office lettersalso drew out Deega 
and Beena Dlarriage bill and old Deeds bill. Yesterday 
despatched a lot of circulars on oducation. 

‘9th May .—Busy tho whole day, but much of my time 
having boon taken up with preparing the contract of 
Government with the Bombay C. and R. S. Company, 
could not write many letters, lu the oveuing dined at 
L.'s. Took a bot with him1(a dozen of champagne) that 
ex-Govemor Eyre of Jamaica would be tried, convicted, 
and afterwards pardoned. L. thinks ho will bo let oS, 
whilst another of the party argued that his name could 
not be included in an indemnity bill, and that he may be 
tried in Jamaica, but will either bo acquitted or lot off, 
because the jury cannot agree on a verdict. Both were 
strong against Sir C. MacCarthy. Ono said Sir Henry 
Ward's prevailing thought was ^Ceylon,' and he laboured 
•for its good. MacCarthy’s was ^MacCarthy,’ and he 
laboured for his advancement. 

‘ lltAMay.—Went round Lady Horton's walk; met 
L., who walked back with me. In the uoCn Dr. Thwaitos 
of Peradenia and T. called, the former moutioned to me 


that Mr. M. had the Governor's permission to go to 
Colombo for six weeks, but that he was at a loss for a 
place. I offered him the use of Hendella if it would suit 
him. T. spoke of the Dikoya andhis difficulty in assessing 
the district, as part of it belonged to the Westmm Pro* 
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vince. He saya the Governor calls him Ago^ as agent is 
supposed to be derived from ago, agore, to do. Evidently 
he is complained against for not getting coolies readily, 
which B. and P. always do without difficulty. The 
Governor has no idea of the Rajakaria practised to get 
him coolies for his journey and his kraal 1 

‘ 14iA. May .—Nearly finished my Colonial Secretary¬ 
ship’s letters, and commenced those of Agents, D. Q. A’s. 
and J. P’s. A picnic at Peradenia gfivenby 0. and T. to 
which the womankind went. I stayed behind as 1 had 
lots of work ; thoy returned about 6*30, having enjoyed it 
very much. I dined in the evening with T., and met.L. 
and D. there. L. says that roses may bo pruned in the 
hot season without fear of killing them, and that they 
should not be manured. L. is evidently for the new trace 
by Tottenham j ho thinks Tottenham will contract for it. 

‘ ISiA. May .—Took C. to Peradenia again this morn¬ 
ing. On the way wo stayed at tho mail coach office 
where 1 saw Mr. Waldock, of tho Baptist Missiojjary 
Society, who promisod to send me a list of the vil¬ 
lages in which there were Christian converts who 
complained of having to render services to temples. 
Enjoyed our walk in the gardens. Was struck with a 
remark made by Dr. Thwaites. He complained that he 
was not allowed a proper number of coolies, and that 
even stationery, which he bad asked for, was ciit down. 
I asked him why he did not tempt W. C. G. to the gnx- 
dens to represent hia wants to him. Oh,” he said, “ Mr. 
G. has no love for science whatever,” a very charitable 
way of construfijg his parsimony. Mr. Humphreys was 
there photographing. Took a nice picture of the palms 
which ho produced to show us; on his way to put the 
glass into the box it fell and broke! He took it in gciC>d 
part and proceeded to take another. A lesson to me for the 
haste and petulance 1 indulge in I After breakfast, Cuda, 
Muhanda Banda tho Natu Dewale, ^Dehigama and 
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Dallewe ctdlod. ITie two former are evidentlyopposed to 
my commutation of service scheme. Cuda said, "Excuse 
me, Sir, but if you wish to abolish tho Buddhist religion 
do so. Send missionaries round and convert them all. 
Why go this way $ V* making a zigzag with his finger in 
the air I Dullewe is for the scheme and gave some inter- 
ostingparticulars of law-suits tocnfoi*co sorvieoa, by which 
landlords lost bundrods of pounds and gained nothing. 
Ho pointed out the distinction to bo drawn between 
parveny (hereditary) tenants and loarwcny (at will). 

' 21af May .—Busy from early ^morning completing 
replies to letters from Registrar of Bauds received since 
tho ordinance was introduced and not replied to. This 
was the only file brought with mo to Kandy and not 
touched, and this I bad tho satisfaction of confploting 
before leaving. Then packed up. ♦ * W'e loft 

Kandy at half-past one, mode first stage well, second stage 
tire8ome,for we walked dowufCadngan.awa pass. Change 
agaiy at Utuankandy, my old houso which poor Duniiwille 
took over, very slow, and did not reach A.mbauap{tiya 
till near eight, when N. was waiting for us, and ho took us 
down charmingly to Ambepusso. Had refreshment and 
left at ten and reached Colombo railway station at 
eleven. 




May. —Mr. Forguson of tho O^smjer published 
imprudently a telegram he l^pd received from Reuter, 
•" Reported that Asiatic Bank stops. Loss .€142,000.” 
There was a terrible run on the Bank in consequence. 


and de S. and myself were summoned to attend. Not 


having heard from his Directors, C. c^not act on 


tho 


rumour and he must therefore go on. Tho report may 
be true, but it is not likely as €142,000 is loss than tho 


reserve, which exceeds £170,000, and the other Bank 


managers have heard nothing, [llie report proved 
to be a mistake. The telegram should have read, 
^'Reported Asiatic Bank shows loss £142,000.”] 
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' 21«< /ime.—Had a long conference with the Governor 
to-day about several matters. The result was very satis¬ 
factory. He sanctioned my preparing an ordinance 
enabling commutation moneys to be recovered same as 
road ordinance moneys, and another giving power to 
Gansahhawa to try minor cases as to village paths, &o., 
&c. I represented to him that the irrigation ordi¬ 
nance was not put into operation in Yattinewere and 
Udunuwera. If the Agent could not himself attend to 
those matters he should have the assistance of superior 
mou of the S. stamp to attend to these matters which 
greatly affect native interests. * ♦ ♦ I next adverted to 
the Hogistrar's department and j^ointed out how it was 
starved. Showed that returns from Kandy office in 1864 
wero £F,895-0, expenditure £931, leaving a clear profit 
of £l,lG't-6.» In 1865 the receipts wore £2,294-19. Ex. 
£731, leaving profit £1,503-19. In 1866 to Slst May 
returns were £738-13, and yet this office is starved 
—has not sufficieht hands to perform the work which the 
ordinanco requires. I pointed out that tho plan of com- 
paiing tho aggregate receipts with aggregate expendi¬ 
ture is unfair. Each office must be judged of separately 
as it proves deserving of support. His Excellency quite 
concurred in this. He referred to tho want of a record 
office, and said that the only one in the fort was the 
church; there was no othey space. I pointed out that I 
thought the Becord office should be outside the fort near' 
either the kachcheri or the courts. I next led him to the 
question of affirmations and oaths, and pointed out bow * 
the siibstitutian 'of the former for the latter gave rise to, 
or rather considerably increased, false suits and false 
evidence. The anomaly of requiring Christians to swear, 
and absolving Buddhists and Mahomedans from snob 
necessity was glaring. He agreed with me in the view 
I took, and approved of the course I indicated as 
the one I should pursue, viz., bring the subject before 
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him officially, and for him to refer my letter to the 
judgOB. 

‘I lastly referred to the question of the power of 
French Consuls and to his not agreeing with me in the 
view I took and submitting my opinion to the Secretary of 
State. Sir Hercules said that he recollected that n 
similar question had arisen in Hong-Kong when the 
Home Government decided, on reference, that an ordi¬ 
nance should be brought in enabling consuls to arrest 
and detain offenders; he could not give details, but 
referred me to Mr. Mercer. I explained my reasons, 
and added that had I known ho contemplated a refer¬ 
ence I shonld have given them ineA:tenifo; that I was 
apprehensive that the Secretary of State might regard 
it as a complaint. “ Not at all,” ho said, '‘not’’at all.” 
There was nothing to lead to such a view, and that 
^e was too well satisfied with my opinions to think 
of making a complaint. laexpressed my readiness to 
give my reasons to be forwarded to Mr, Cardwell, but 
His Excellency assured me it was unnecessary, and that 
£ should not give the matter a thought. Ho only 
hoped the Home Government would look into the sub¬ 
ject and give us definite instructions for our guidance. 

* \st July.—yfiote off my memorandum-to tho Governor, 
heads of our conference, and referred to " Baby Judges,” 
and recommended uncovenantpd service. In the after- 
• noon went to St. Peter^s where Col. Layard and ourselves 
were the only attendants. 

» * Ith July.—Went to see S. in tho morning on my way 

to the office, found him insensible and fast sinking. He 
conveyed the idea to my mind as if now and then tran¬ 
sient ^impses of sense burst upon him and presently 
vanished; he tried to utter words, but in vain. The 
keepers of the house were verily trembling and the strong 
men bowing themselves, tho grinders ceasing and those 
that looked oat of the windows were darkened. 1 spoke 
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bat be heard mo not. I left the house sad and dispirited, 
and whon 1 returned in the evening found, as 1 antici* 
patod, the silver cord was loosonod and the golden bowl 
broken, the pitcher was broken at the fountain and the 
wheel at the cistern. A few weeks ago he as little 
cxpoctod death as I do now, and when it came it was 
without a warning. Wandering and unsoundness of head 
detected at first, and whilst his friends were wondering 
at it he was struck down, and where the tree foil there it 
lies. Not room here for preparation. If these lessons 
aro lost upon mo, verily in vain will Abraham and Moses 
rise from tho doad. Visited M. also and found him 
prostmto and in pain. Tho Sarams dined with us in the 
evening. 

‘ ISth Juli /.—Dinner party. The Protestant and 
Roman Catholic Bishops B. and his wife. A., Col. F., 
and John de S. The two Bishops fraternized charmingly, 
-—but Sillani did not respoad to Dr. Claughton’s invita¬ 
tion to dine with'them. 

' Miss P. M. and Mr. S. M. called at 

night to tell me that P. A. was arrested for debt on his 
way from ofiice. Mr. P. coolly tells me he is largely 
involved, and indeed owes money to the bank he has 
never cared for his debt till actually arrested, so that 
his case is not deserving of consideration. However, 
I gave a note to C.. M., who is proctor for the mai 
who arrested him, to release him for a week, with the 
view of ascertaining what his tronbles are, and what the 
chances of e^octively releasing him which, 1 am afraid, 
from what Mr.tPr says, are very slender. This normal 
state of indebtedness, the utter want of principle in 
incurring liabilities which one has not the faintest chance 
of mee^g, and the indifferenee when one is in debt argpie 
badly for the morality of the burghers. There is, in some, 
au utter want of all honourable feeing which prenuBes 
badly for thoir present success and future advancement. 
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' 9th August .—The case of Ae captain wd officers of the 
** Emily Farnum** and officers of the **fit. Albans** 
charged mth assault and wounding, came off to-day. 
They pleaded guilty and were sentenced, the captain in 
a £20 fine and the rest in £10 each. Rather moderate 
punishment, but extenuating circumstances were de¬ 
pended upon by the prisoners. As the prisoners assaulted 
are now recovering, and undoubtedly were mutinous in 
their conduct, and aa the object of trial was more the 
vindication of our right to enquire into offences com¬ 
mitted by Americans near our shorps^an idea provailing 
that they were not subject to our laws and jurisdic¬ 
tions,—I am pot Sony for the result. But the punish¬ 
ment was certainly too small. 

‘ Education Meeting. Considered, first, 

question of school commission or director. 1 am afraid of 
the despotism of a single director, and proposed a con¬ 
sulting board. Came to no^ecision, however. 

* ihth August .—the week’s heavy work I quite 
enjoyed a trip by rail (9-40 a.m. train), reached my land 
at Fattelegedere and went about devising all sorts of 
improvements. C. D. and his wife called and loft with ns 
in the same carriage. ' Enjoyed the drive famously. 
Struck me th^ much may be done to prevent cattle- 
trespass by requiring all owners of lands adjoining the 
line to have a prcq)er fence on their limits, and empowering 
the railway authorities to make a good feneo on such 
limits, where they are wanted, at Ifie expense of such 
owners, besides subjecting them to fipes for broach of 
laws. Must consult Molesworth thereon.* 

* 26th August .—^ent to church, and after church stood 
sensor to C.’a boy. Large break&st party afterwards, 
very well got up. Bat, as nsual, the <diampagne at noon 
affected me, and I was dell and djtowsy and not fit for 
work daring ^e day. Old Labroy came and amused 
me much with hia old-fangled notions. Can’t understand 

41 
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tho Bhort-sightedne8s of GrOTernment in not keeping a 
rico-store and competing with the chetties, or rather 
keeping their prices down. The salt revenue is yet his 
hobby; he thinks the railway and telegraph great mis¬ 
takes, but the cardinal mistake is allowing tho coolies to 
come here in largo numbers and consume our rice, to 
which ho ascribes the scarcity and high prices of tho 
staple. 

‘ 28th AuguHt. —Rather late in going to court to-day, 
but could not do much when I got there, for I had to 
soe the Governor at,12-30. Gave him my programme 
for the session, with which ho seemed pleased. Spoke 
fully of the League and of his reply. T prossed on him 
how glad I would be to have Lorens; back in Council. He 
asked Lorenz had been factious whilst in Council. 1 
replied, “Nojbynomoansjhewasveryuseful.” Would 
Lorenz come 7 I could not say. Afraid not. His Excel¬ 
lency thought the In8olveuc5^ ordinance could stand over 
until we had an English Act. I thought not, as tho 
subject was urgent. This matter stood over for consi¬ 
deration. Spoko of Prison Discipline Commission and 
its report, with which ho was well pleased. 1 told him 
that the Judicial Districts’ Committee would recommend 
new district courts at Kaigalle and MuUativoe j be 
seemed not to object.’ 

The reference in the foregoing passage to tho League 
and Sir Hercules Robinson’s reply necessitates some 
explanation. The League agitation had stirred the 
island to its deaths: no town was so small but that it 
had public spirit enough to convene a meeting, which 
was sure to bo a crowded one, and resolutions favouring 
the objects of the League passed. Tho outcome of it 
all was a memorial to the Queen, the prayer of which 
conChined the following requests public control 

over the disposal of the local revenues; (2), reform of the 
existing Council in such a way ^as would secure to 
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the unofficial members as representatives of the public 
a due influence in the disposal of the revenue.’' When 
2^500 signatures had been obtaiuod to this memorial^ it 
was sent to Sir Hercules Kobinson to be forwarded to 
the Secretary of State for the colonies, at that time Mr. 
Cardwell. A despatch, dated the 23rd of April 1866, 
accompanied the memorial. It dealt with that document 
in a moat antagonistic spirit, and criticized the various 
classoainthecommunitywithmuchfreedom. Tho Euro¬ 
pean unofficial member of Council was thus described;— 
* He is generally a merchant or a^plantcr, with little or 
no knowledge of tho island beyond tho capital or the 
coffee districts, He is a mere temporary resident, whose 
sole aim and object is to acqniro a competency in the 
shortest' possible time so as to escape from the island 
for ever. He is a member of a small but dominant class, 
whoso interests often conflict with those of the majority 
of the inhabitants who are )ifo-scttler^. He has, in the 
appvopriation of the general revenue of tho colony, to 
which he and bis class contribute but an infinitesimal 
proportion, objects to advance in which either he him¬ 
self personally or his class are directly interested. 
And above all he is irresponsible as well to the Crown as 
to the public.’ To a department which professes—pfo- 
fesses much more than it practises—to be particularly 
jealous for the interests of *the native races under its 
control, as the Colonial Office does, such statements as 
those quoted were enough to ensoro the rejection of the 
prayer of the petition. • 


(1) On6 In the petition nuule a Bomewbat impraotiaable pro* 

poeal. It said 2 —'That should Your Majesty not be prepared to eonoode 
lanper meaeores of relief> Tour Majesty’s petitioners that tho sob^ 

s^^oe of their prayer might bo grants, even though the present conititn* 
tiOb of the Council weto retained, pro>idcd that whenever moaautee of sup¬ 
ply were before the Cooxicil, the rotes of tho official and unofficial members 
were equalised bj the withdrawal of somo of the official voteii and provided 
that unofficial mombers wore to preside on such occattons/ The memo* 
rialists go on to say, * Tour MajMty's petitioners do not propose this as the 
best or most fnltable arrangemontp Imt in order to show that no violent 
Change would be neoessary to aocompliA the objeot of their prayer/ 
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A few months snbseqnently, to the surprise and 
mortification of the colonists, a ' curt, decisive denial of 
their prayer’ was received. This was the more annoying, 
because prior to tho receipt of the Governor’s despatch, 
'Mr. Cardwell expressed himself in terms which led to 
the expectation of such concessions as would have 
satisfied the petitioners and placed Ceylon on a level, as 
to tho form of her government, with some other loss 
important, but more privileged, Crown colonies.’* The 
people of Ceylon had to wait nearly two years before 
they saw a copy of tljo Governor’s despatch, and were 
able to deal with its assertions: meanwhile the League, 
through its London committee, and by the aid of several 
morobera of Parliament, (notably Sir A. Buller and Mr. 
B. W. Watkin,) continued its efforts till 1868, when a fresh 
impetus was given to the movement: it then blnr>ed 
afresh, did some good service, and soon afterwards, 
mainly owing to ^etty joalotisioB on the part of some of 
its promoters, gradually dissolved. But to state this is 
to anticipate many facts which will have to be narrated 
later on. 

Some further passages from Mr. Morgan’s diary for 
1866 may be quoted:— 

* led September .—At work at home, particularly with 
Judicial Districts’ Committee report. Went at four to the 
races, forced rather by th% g^rls. Would not go to the 
grand-stand, though I had a ticket for it. Interesting 
in a way, i.e., the gprls enjoyed it, and 1 consequentially. 
After dinner, read a very stupid article in the Emminer, 
purporting to be a letter from H. G. R. [Sir Hercules 
G. Robinson] to Lorenz. No wit or humour, but rank 
impudence, and an assumption of the counterfpit 
article. 

‘ Qth iSepdemhcr.—Attended funeral of my dear old 


(1) Letter b; Hr. Wall to Uw Oayloa Obttrver, Muob 1868. 
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frieo'd Adrian Labroy tbis morning. There wore not 
many present, but those who attended were all sincere 
friends of his. By some mistake no clergyman was in 
attendance to perform the funeral service, but it was not 
needed. All who know Adrian Labroy and appreciated 
his strict ideas of honesty and integrity, respected him. 
His virtue and morality were lax, tried by the conventional 
rules of the world, but Adrian Labroy should not bo 
tried by such rules. He belonged to a primoval school, 
a patriarchal state of things, and if strict unswerving 
integrity, inflexible honesty and unswerving nonse of right 
could make a man great, ho was great. 

‘ 2nd Octoftef.—Executive Council ti hoar the “ Royal 
speech.” Colonial Secretary quite tame, and said not a 
word. 

‘3rd Octoiief.—“Opening of Council and Vont thnnigh 
the usual absurd ceremony. Speech excellent, and every 
one admired it. In the Evening a capital dinner at 
Queen’s house. The Governor tried hard to make mo 
play at cards, but I resisted the temptation.’ 

Sir Hercules Robinson opened bis second session of 
Council on the 3rd of October 1866, and, in the course 
of his address, made some remarks which gave dire 
offence to a large portion of the community. AUnding 
to the scarcity of food and consequent high prices, Sir 
Hercnles said that he had directed his attention to tho 
repair of ancient tanka and the improvement of other 
works of irrigation. ‘ In one case,’ he says, ‘ I found 
that, notwithstanding a breach in the qmhankment, there 
is nevertheless, a never-failing supply ol water sufficient 
for the cultivation of 400 acres now irrigated by the 
tank; and that, althongh the popolation within reach is 
sufficient to cultivate this extent, sneh is their indolence 
that rarely so much as even 150 acres are made use of.’ 
His Excellency regretted that the Singhalese would not 
work on the CoSee estates, but that labour for tho plant* 
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ations had to bo obtained from India.' Sir. Hercules 
concluded his remarks on this point as followsThe 
wants of the native population of tho island are few, and 
ai’O easily supplied by an occasional day's work in their 
own gardens or paddy fields. 'Pheir philosophy, their 
love of easo and indolence, or their limited ideas, which¬ 
ever may bo the real cause, render them perfectly content 
with what they already possess, and it is therefore futile, 
I think, to expect that they could, by anymore outlay of 
Govormnoiit money, bo over brought to supply with food 
an immigrant population, whoso presence in tho island 
is mainly rendered uoeessary through their own apathy.* 
Tho Governor gafe great offence to the natives by these 
remarks^ and tho Tamil and Singhalese members of 
Co\mcil made pointed reference in Council to this adverse 
opinion, and strongly resented the reproach of 'apathy.* 

I'he remaining history of this year—interesting and 
important to Mr. ^organ—Ih best told in his own words, 
as jotted down day by day. • 

‘ 6th Cc^oier.—Council. C. made a very affected and 
out-of-place speech. Gibson and myself replied to it. 

* 10th Oc^olter.—Council. C. meddlesome as usual, but 
Jnocuous. I obtained tho first reading of the Registra¬ 
tion of Old Deeds and Police bill. 

‘ I2th October .—At Mr. G.'s request sounded 0. S. as 
to whether he would take tho District Court of Kandy, 
which he very properly declined to do. Dined out in the 
evoning. Great scarcity of rice, and prices rising. Had a 
conference (Mr. \Jane and self) with Mr. Newman, agent 
of tho Bombay Coast and River Steam Navigation Com¬ 
pany. As a partial measure, and with a view only to the 

(1) _ The answor which waa made to thia urgoment wbs that, owing to the 
prevuiliiig law, which Mrniite of land being difided into smaJl porUona 
noarijr every grown.npBinghaleee man was a land-owner, and'he fdtit 
Iwiie^dn his dignity to go and work on a Coffee estate as aa ordinary oooly. 
^ &n lustfi&co of tbe moonor in which lud u ditid^ in it was 

fonnil that noarly two hondred pervona had to be treated with tor tbe 
Uad noedod for a abort line of nulwaj in the neighbourhood of Colombo. 
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wants of our pioneers^ recommended anorder from Bombay 
for as muck rico as tbo steamer, expected to leave that 
port to-morrow, could bring. 

' 13th Ocloher .—Council to-day. C. meddlesome as 
ever. Objected to one of my amoudments on the Surveyor- 
General’s bill, which I carried, Ijowcvcr, triumphantly. 
Kxecutivo afterwards with a view to our rico difficulties. 
The Governor took a very correct view of the subject. 
Governtnont interference always objectionable, as load¬ 
ing to discourage importers and perpetuate the very evil 
it means to check. High prices Joad to (!) increased 
importation; (2) incrcasod cultivation, and thus the evil 
adjusts and remedies itself. But adventitious intorCureuco 
with prices often proves disastrous, nowovertheprosontis 
au exception, as the question is not oue of liigh prices, but 
of want of commodity, and wo have our labourers to feed. 

' lith Odohr.r .—Busy with Loren?, on Fiscals' Ordi¬ 
nance. Crowd came there *to complain of rice. Left 
quietly, but they came hero; sevoral hundreds; complain 
of starvation, children oat poonoc and die. Must enquire 
fully. God have mercy upon them ! 

‘ 15th Ocio/>cr.—Complaint as to rice continues. 

‘ 16th October .—Groat anxiety as to rico. 

‘ 17th October .—Legislative Council. C. asked ques¬ 
tions as to head Moorman of Galle which G. answered 
surlily and impudently with a blunt negative, disputing 
a member’s right to ask sneh a question. The Governor 
interposed, but did not mend matters, for the question 
as to right should not have been raised, on such a trivial 
matter. Clearly the right to put the present question 
existed, for if no appointment shonld- bo made, query, 
should not the law be changed ? The Mahomodan law 
has (as it is supposed) held that a man could not 
marry without the head Moorman's consent. Contagious 
Diseases Ordinance discussed. Mooting for the relief of 
famine-stricken hold, bat could not attend. 
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‘ 18th October .—Saw Grovernor with my Pispals’ Ordi¬ 
nance which he approved. Had a long conference with 
him on various matters^ and particularly as to Commuta¬ 
tion Ordinance. He spoke of 6.*8 opposition to the 
Fiscals’ Ordinanco and said that O. had complained to 
him of my delay in preparing the measure. I explained 
the difficulty I had in the work, with which the Governor 
was, or soomod, quite satisfied. It was not fair of G. to 
have made this complaint, or to bo so exacting. So I 
almost told the Governor, and pointed out to him the 
difficulties of my position having not only to prepare but 
to suggest the Wislation for each session. Heard on 
my return that Wine and G.’s house were to be robbed 
at night* Wrote to apprise him of it. Wall and Lorenz 
called, and I subscribed .£50 to the Relief Fund, hnd con¬ 
ferred with them as to the means to be employed to give 
relief. 

* 19th Octolx^.—l was vfjry much vexed with G.’s 
conduct towards me. I wont to him. He turned away 
angrily. I went again to his room, when he was uncivil 
to a degree. I left him. With all my anxiety to pull well 
with him, and to put up with alights which his insolence 
at times subjects me to, my sense of self-respect recoils 
at his conduct which I can bear no longer. 

‘ 20th Ocio?»ef.—Executive Council. G. made a furious 
onslaught on me in the E^fecutive. Complained of the 
delay in preparing the Fiscals’ Ordinance and was mark¬ 
edly offensive. He said that he wanted the opinions of 
men (with an nnmistakeable emphasis) who were com¬ 
petent to pronounce an opinion on the subject. He was 
shewn to be irretrievably wrong, and was defeated. V. 
and C, said his manner was particularly offensive. Had 
to practice no little self-command to prevent an explosion. 

* 21 fli Ociofier.—Busy with Fiscals’ Ordinance at L.’s. 
Hundreds came there for tickets to get aid from the 
Relief Fund. 
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/22ndl October .—A very troublous day. I was not 
wellj aud'meant to stay at home; particularly as I sent an 
excuse to G. with whom wo were engaged to dine to-mor¬ 
row, but whom I could not meet nnless ho had explained 
hia conduct on Friday and Saturday. Cowasjio, Nauny, 
Tambya and Osson Lobbe came to me and said that there 
was giNjat scarcity, and wished mo to ask the Governor 
to allow the aid of militaiy to take rice from the custom¬ 
house and store the bags in the Pettah boutiques, from 
which they would send rice to different depAts, where also 
thoy wanted guards. It seemed some boutiques had boou 
brokciu into the night before, and they considered that it 
would not be safe for them to remove ^ to keep the rice 
unless military aid was given them. I wont with them, 
and saw* the Governor. Mr. Gibson was proscjnt ; ho 
also represcuted certain signs of disqniot whfch bud been 
brought to his notice. I explained to the Governor that 
I saw largo and uneasy gatiicrings of j)Ooplo in the Soa 
street and Main street, but tbo Governor thought the 
police force ought to be suflicioat, and referred ino to 
Campbell who, ho said, had just that muruing rotumod 
from Bombay. Before wo loft Queen’s house, wo heard 
that looting had commenced, and that to a very large 
extent, in Sea street, and was approaching Main street. 
Mr. Layard came to report the same, and the Governor 
ordered out military to be stationed at the kachcherri, a 
’ detachment. I went to Court and heard there of acts 
of lawlessness. Layard came and reported the same. 
Went with Layard to Main street whe^e Major Bourke 
and Mr. Campbell were, and accompanied them to Sea 
street. Several boutiques, particularly Andappa Chetty’s, 
completely swept out of ereiything—-and, strange feature, 
AfidEq)pa’8 bonds, mortgage and account books all 
destroyed! More than looting must have been the object. 
Went home and found my poor wife very worried and 
anxious, having heard that the vagabonds engaged in 

42 
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looting Lad threatened to plunder my house and to kill 
tju!! Why I should have been specially selected for their 
resentment, J can’t imagine—and to me who had so long 
been a favoured creature oftho aura fopularin, this was 
ospocially tantalizing. C. S. came homo and repeated the 
same story, having hoard it from infuriated women 
engaged in the looting and angrily pacing the streets. 

I believe that the Municipal Council’s operations wore 
peculiarly distasteful at thistimo,bnthowara 1 tobeblamcd 
for them. Ah! but I was the author of the measure. It 
would scorn that some persou.s had bceu, of late, indus¬ 
triously circulating vilo reports of mo in order to o.Kcito 
popular indignation against me. I hope I am not doing 
any one injustice, but I think I can point to the men to 
whom loweall this. God gi'antmc His protection. My 
conscience i» clear in this matter. I have only done my 
duty. May Ho enable mo to continue to do so faithfully 
having a conscience void 'f offence towards Him and 
towards my fellow creatures, but at the same time not 
fearing the face of men, but fearing rather Him who, 
after killing the body, can also hurt the soul. Oh! may 
all such troubles lead me to cling more to that Power, 
who alone can shield mo in the hour of danger and of 
adversity, of sickness and of death, with whom there is 
no variableness neither shadow of turning. 

‘I conferred with Crawford who engaged to bring some 
twenty-four good men and true to act as special con-' 
stables. Andrew Silva had also his party. 

' At night an additional party of police and a mounted ‘ 
orderly were to look after Mutwal. But what surprised 
me more, as I was quietly walking round the garden after 
dinner, was to find a detachment of twenty-five men under 
Enmgn B. come in with instructions to place themsel^s 
under my orders. Presently, a note arrived from the 
Governor to explain that a deputation had waited on H. E. 
to represent the necessity for additional protection 40 
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Mutwal during the night which induced him to send the 
militaiy. I was not to keep thorn if thoj were not wanted. 
After the special constables had been onUsted^ I sent the 
troops away^ mucb I am afraid^ to tho disquieting of the 
conimanding officer, who would have pmfeiTod to stay 
tho night at Mntwal—or rather at Modera.* 

The letter to the Governor in which tho aid of the 
military was declined was as follows 

' I am thankful to your Excellency for your kind con¬ 
sideration of us. I was summoned away from town by 
a rumour of disturbances here, an^ when T came, I found 
several places had been pillsged, and tho inhabitants in 
a groat fright; 

^ The worst feature is that people from Daloogam (a 
village throe miles hence inhabited by low caste ruflians) 
have come to town in aid of the vagabond^ hero. 

^ On ascertaining this, I got some twenty-four strong 
men in our village togethei^and have employed them as 
special constables, so that we can well^o iiidopondent of 
the military, and I will take care, unless something unex¬ 
pected turns up, to send the military back at the ap¬ 
pointed time. 

^ I thank your Excellency again for your kind con¬ 
sideration.^ 

^ 23r(i Odol)er .—Awoke rather late and heard that the 
Governor had passed anothemventful day. Cowasjio and 
others came again to ask for assistance to remove the 
rice from the customs and to sell them at tho different 
stations. Went to C., who promised pplico for this pur¬ 
pose. Went to Queen^s house and informed Captain 
Bourke of this, and was returning home when T was turned 
back at the fort gate by Candappa and others who 
reported with a vehemence which gave to their repre¬ 
sentations the look of truthfulness, that the Main street 
shops were being broken into, and the military ordered 
out, but nothing like what they represented was to be 
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found there. At the same time their very appear^ce 
waH urgent in reprensiDg disorder and re-assuring con- 
iidouco. Went and arranged for removal of rice from 
the customs houso to the different police stations under 
escort. Returned late^ and the people at hlnl ral tlieu 
were complaining that no rice was to be 1 re-r surud 
them by the intoUigcnce that it wa'^ coming, ami ^ru1y it 
proved a wclcomo supply. 

^2'ith October .—Quieter to-day in coiisoi|uoucoof largi 
supplioHj but personal threats against nu^ nuilliply. I 
am grinding down tjie people by ta\uli'*n !’* 

Oclolfcr .—Town quieter to-day vvvitjg to la*go 
supplies. 'ITircats against mo repeated., fcia'vtho (Jov- 
oroor ip the aftomoon and had a most satisfactory 
coufereuco with him. H. E, informed mo that ho had t<dd 
Mr. (f. that^l6 had no concoivable justification'^forliis 
conduct towards me, that oven if 1 was blameablo for 


delay in proparjng the Fi^calb^ Ordinance he had no 
right to act in the way ho did: but that H. E. tho^ight 
I was not blamoable for delay. He had soon many 
Attorney-Genorals and had done work with thorn, but 
had seen none who did their work so promptly and so 
correctly as 1 did mine. H. E. further added that he would 
not allow measures that had been agreed to to be opened 
up or the members of the Executive Council to corae with 
written speeches against c&ch other and ask them to be 
recorded on the minutes; that it was not fair to himself 
that,—after holding his peace as the Colonial Secretaiy 
had done when the Governor read his opening speech 
in the Executive Council, though H. B. had called for 
Buggastlous, and said that he had read his speech in 
order that the members might make their suggestions, 
and *that if they did not do so they would be committed 
to the policy indicated therein,—he' should come at 
the last moment and raise questions on the principle of 
the bill to which the Governor had openly committed 
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Ac., Ac., Ac. I expressed my acknowledgments 
to tke Governor and left hiin. Attended a mooting of 
the Committee of the Friend-in-Need Society to which 
Governor fseot £50 and an offer of Governmoiit aid (nu 
limit 1 \( to assist existing destitution. 

2<.' 0(7c>/ reat scarcity still, and busy going 

from . 'wifk to devise measiiros to afford 

relic’ 111 iivu »• rico to Mutiiwal same as on 

’l’^l..•tl l\ . " lonsibiUty. 

‘‘‘ily much worse, in fat^t suppli«!s 
won:.I I I, ooiisiinied tu>dr)y. Cowasjoo came to 

ask foi- I •'•jge fn.m (rovenniient as a loan. Re¬ 
fer re I. 0 I’lr.V., as I was busy preparing iny speeohos 
(f I, lie Fi.«cals’ and Arbitration Bills. Found when J 
wont to the Council that the Governor ha<l agroed to 
give 2,000 bags to bo need in selling to tho*peoplc of the 
town. This aid did not como a monjent earlier than it 
was wanted! V. told methfft' G. had asked him to explain 
to me that ho had not meant to offend mo by his manner 
on Friday; ho was worried about tho rice and was 
thinking of something else. It scorns that tho Governor 
had told him that I complained to \i. of his manner. 
Seeing that ho made no acknowledgment for his conduct 
on Saturday I should not have gone to him, but V. 
asked me to do so, and I wanted to explain that I had 
made no complaint to B., and*how it was that I wished to 
speak to him on the subject. Pound him anxious to 
make up, but cold and reserved. Refrigerated myself 
accordingly. , 

‘ 31si October .—Council postponed owing to its being 
mail day. I wrote my letters yesterday to the boys. 
Party at Queen^s house, very pleasant. Tho Governor 
told mnhe thought no legislation was necessary as to 
commutation. 1 asked him not to commit himself to 
any policy until he had acquainted himself with the 
anbject thoroughly, and conferred with us on the Bubject. 
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The Governor is fcoo hasty and off-hand in these malftere. 
It was owing to this that he committed himself in his 
speech about the natives. With his strict honesty of pur¬ 
pose, he is sure to decide aright if he do not act hastily. 

‘ 1 st Novcntlter. —Saw the Governor to-day, and handed 
him Sir Kmerson 'I’ennaot'a report on Colonial Taxation, 
which ho promised to rosid. I found that ho had called 
a niPoting of the Executive Council for Friday to confer 
on the commutation matter. I told him that that would 
never do, as tlie members must acquaint themselves in 
the first 2 >lace with the subject, and oiigbt to soo the 
papers bofomhand. JT(! agreed to put off the meeting, 
but was strrmg in thhikiug that no {egislation was 
called fpr! 

’2nd Nuvimher. —Ilusy in Court. Scannty still, but 
rice coming in, though slowly. Dinner at the Masonic Hall 
ill honour of B., who goes to-mo/row to take his appoint¬ 
ment as Acting^ District J^idgo of Kandy. Toasts not 
many. 1 bad to return thanks for the legal profcJision, 
and, in doing so, boro testimony to the valuable aid I had 
received from B. as my colleague, and to his singular 
industry and conBciontionsneBS. 

‘ llh November .—Attended a meeting of the Friond-in- 
Need Society. Wo had a curious question to consider, 
viz.. How far men of had character should bo relieved? 
We came to the conclnsxoil that people in urgent distress 
should bo relieved without reference to their previous' 
character. This resolution was come to’ with reference 
to the present, scarcity, but the whole question stands 
over for a full meeting. 

‘ 9i/* November .—I hoped to do a lot of work, and was 
iudogd busily engaged when a note from Queen’s house 
took me away. The Governor wished me to take the 
optiortnnity to correct the misapprehensions which his 
speech on the apathy of the natives had given rise to. 

I conferred with him on the Jury Ordinance, and men- 
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tioDod my objootious to Sir R. Creasy’s proposal. I 
recommended a smaller measure providing for a better 
panel, and, if need be, insisting on giving the Cioveruur 
poTver to compel aproperty qualification. The Covcriior 
thought I was right in not insisting upon the radical 
alteration which tho Chief Justice proposed, though ho 
thought seven for a jury worked well at Ilojig Kolig. 

'\0ih. Novemlicr .—Very animated mooling in Council. 
C. annoyed mo much by an attack upon the Education 
Committee in a very insidious manner, lie “ hoped the 
Irrigation Committee would do it-s work better than did 
tho Education Committee, indeed that it would work and 
make its report,” Ac. Ho, also, in anofTonsivo manner, 
tofik oxceptioii to tho Colonial Secretary referring to the 
mis-apprebcn3ionsn.stotbo charge of apathy in tUc Gover¬ 
nor’s opening .speech. I got warm and spoke wainnly. 
I pointed out that the Govomor could not treat the <)Uos- 
tion without noticing the oauso, which, in his opinion, 
forms the strongest obstacle to the successful oxtension 
of paddy cultivation ; that if bo bolioved tbo apathy of 
natives was the great stumbling block, it would bavo 
been simply dishonest not to have said so merely from a 
maudlin anxiety not to give offence. Was it true or 
false ? I pointed out what previous writers had said on 
tho subject and of the apathy of tho natives, and also 
referred to the fact that labonrers had to be brought from 
India for the pioneer corps for rmlway works, and for 
the estates, all which might have been supplied by the 
natives if they were truly desirous to work; that they 
would work for a day or two, but that they did not 
like continuous, sustained exertion, and could not, 
therefore, be depended upon. I adverted to tho late 
panic and still-existing distress, and pointed out that 
if those who could influence the natives, particularly 
those amongst their own body, whose position and pres¬ 
tige enabled them to do so, pointed out to the natives 
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tho uccessity of pondering what was said and profiting 
by tbo remedies proposodj they would have been of more 
real use to their countrymen than by exciting in their 
minds angry feelings. 

‘ I complained of the insidious attack made on the 
Education Committee> and explained the cause of delay. 
This brought C. up. He, inaveiy unpleasant manner, 
speaking of me as " the man j” ho denied the chai'ge of 
insidiousness. Nothing was further from my intention 
than to give offenco, and I would have said so, but for 
tho fact that the attack was, in point of fact, insidious, 
and T did not like the disagrooahlo manner in which he 
spoke of me. 'Iho Governor, after Council, compli¬ 
mented mo on my speech, and everybody speaks of it as 
a great'success. But T am not satisfied with myself or 
with tho orttiro proceeding. Not that I don’t quite 
think that the Governor could not refer to the question 
without alludiug to nativei apathy, but that this very 
apathy is a aonree of reproach to us who, if we had done 
our duty to the natives, which we have not, might have 
done something to lessen, if not altogether wipe out, tho 
charge. I am afraid that tho proceedings of this day 
will render me more unpopular than I am with the 
natives. Bat this cannot, of course, inflnence me. A 
conscience void of offence towards God and man is 
what I aim at, and I should not fear the face of man 
so as to hide the convictions of conscience. Nor should ‘ 
any such consideration induce me not to defmid the 
Governor if I ^eel, as I honestly do, that, in this 
instance, ho h£^ been nnjustly aspersed. 

‘ i2tk November .—Decided on planting coffee on my 
land here, i.e., on a good portion of it. Engaged in tho 
momifig in preparing my speech for the OhBsrvtr. 
Thought of applying to tho Governor for a Private Seore- 
tarysUp, which I want badly. Could not do much in court 
in consequence of a long conference with T., who seems 
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mere pashmg than his seeming bashfulneas foreboded. 
Pound Lorenz, Cayley, Ferdinands and others had formed 
anti>Covei*nmcutaI notions of the occurrence on Saturday, 
viz., that G. and myself had laid aplot for C. The former 
(it was said) was to draw him out by rofernug to native 
apathy and I then to smash him by a "battalion of 
authorities.” Dias takes a more sensible view. Late In 
court. 

‘ \4:ih NovemlHir. —Council to-day. ‘Violent attack 
against me in the Exanuner. 1 could not but anticipate 
opposition when I condemned tho conduct of those whose 
position and preHige enabled tKom to speak with tbu 
authority of natives, but who rather pandered to them 
unworthily and used their in6uonco to foment discord 
and dissatisfaction. But nothing could justify tho unscru¬ 
pulous statomeuts made by Lorenz, and in saying of me 
that 1 acted dishonourably and " delighted” to run down 
my countrymen, he must have known that these were 
unfounded charges. * 

November .—^The Observer also has a bitter 
attack upon me. I am told that tho natives spoak very ill 
of me, and that I am detested by them. Alarmists, my 
wife foremost of the number, apprehend danger towards 
mo personally. But '* nil consdro sibi, null& pallescSre 
culpS.” must bo my “ mums ahenous.” Two lessons, how¬ 
ever, all this teaches mo whi<^ I must strive to lay to heart 
and profit by; (1), Time was when I delighted in 
newspaper attack upon others regardless of the pain and 
annoyance such attacks gave them. I am very sensitive 
now of attacks npon myself, but have ho right to be; 
(2), I most desired the office of Qneen’s Advocateship, 
and fancied that, with it, I could desire no more. iJI 
^ese troubles I have lately experienced I might possibly 
have avoided in another position. This is one conse¬ 
quence of having other gods before Him who ought to com¬ 
mand my best energies, and whose service I should have 
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mj object and study, rather than trusting to oarthiy mfcdo 
idols. 

‘ 2tith November .—Yesterday 1 received a threatening 
anonymousletterin Singhalese, written in a vciy offensive 
tone, and telling me that if the people were not relieved 
before the 25th, T may expect “ powder and shot,” though 
the writer himself might meet with the murderer’s doom. 
Ten years ago, when T left the bar, 1 believe I was the 
most popular man in the country. My popularity con¬ 
tinued even as Judge. But-since I became public prose¬ 
cutor and Chief Law Adviser of the Crown, the wheel has 
been turning. God grant, however, that I may jiot bo 
influenced by fear or by favour to do that which is wrong. 
Lot me aim first at a “ conscience void of offence towards 
God,” and only so far as I can consistently with this 
primary object, “ towards man” also. Beneregammegoy 
N. S.’s party came off to-day. His daughter’s bridal robes 
cost £3001 1 led her to table.** G. thought “ No Partisan” 
[a letter with this signature sent to one of the Ceylon 
papers] unanswerable; said the Governor thought so too. 

‘ 2nd Vecemher.—Mr. Lovekin preached,—in white. 
Excuse heat. If he felt it right to do so, though I 
thought differently, I would have no right to complain, 
but when people attach importance to it, it is to be 
regretted that a clergyman should allow such a paltry 
consideration to induce him to offend his brethren. 
Professions in sermon fair. 

* Brd December .—Trial in D. C. Court to-day, (C. A. 
Prius, Proctor) w^;ich was postponed, however, owing to 
the non-arrival of the commission to examine witnesses 
in India; but late in Court. Busy with the opinion as to 
the conveyance of an estate belonging to the Baroness 
Delmar.* Went to the fort to see the Colonial Secretary, 
but he had left. Weather very threatening, so could not 
attend Trustee Meeting. At night Vent to a concert. 
Pleasant, but stupid. 
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i4:th December ,—Got np late in conseqaence of last 
night’s concert. Busy preparing appeals. Temple and 
Stewart, J.J., sat. Holworthy’s case was heard. Tot¬ 
tenham is to attend to be examined. Came home about 
four in consoquence of rain. As it was probably the last 
day of Stewart’s sitting, I said a few words thanking 
him for his kindness and courtesy to the Bar, and telling 
him that we appreciated his good qualities when on the 
Bench. Ho well deserved the tribute. 

‘ bth December .—Connctl to-day. My small bills on Fish, 
Destruction of Documents and Prison Buies passed with¬ 
out debate—not even amendment suggested. C. spoke 
about the Prisons Ordinance giving .so much power to the 
Executive, to which I replied. Arbitration Bill and Kandy 
Marriage Bill also passed with only my amendments. 
After that sub-committoo on Fiscals’Ordtuanccs; only 
seven clauses passed. G. obstructive and would fain 
put off the Ordinance till ni^xt sessions. Saw His Excel¬ 
lency afterwards. He was vciy kind* and asked me to 
prepare notes for his closing speech. Ho spoke very 
flatteringly of "No Partisan” as a complete extin¬ 
guisher. Asked my opinion as to fltting person for 
the Deputy Rogistrarship; he seemed evidently to lean 
to E. B. 

‘ 6th December .—Left home early so as to be in good 
time for the sub-committee. Jn Council at ten, prepared 
• and got printed schedule to substitute for Fiscals’ fees. 
All the members arrived about eleven, except C., who 
did not attend till 11-30, which delayed matters, 
he having had my books, which he brofight minus the 
Index. His object obviously was to delay and obstruct. 
After Council went tooffice, and worked till lateon Council 
and official work. Council despatches awaiting me when 
I returned. Military question settled, the Homo Gov¬ 
ernment taking £152,000 for troops, and £8,000 pension. 
We to build additional accommodation at Galle for the 
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wiDg of a European Regiment. The other wing to be 
Ktationed at Singapore. 

' 1th Decemh&r .—A meeting of the Fiscals' sub-corn- 
mittoo from eleven to two, and in spite of C/s obstruo- 
tivoness, we did a good deal. A meeting of the Executive 
Council afterwards, when wo considered the Military 
quostion $?atisfactory, but the colony is done,” as to 
pensions and barracks. Absurd proposal of the Secretary 
of State to lend £250,000 to the Railway instead of float¬ 
ing debentures, was also considered. This the Governor 
ia opposed to. The (lovomor has determined to go to 
Nuwera Ellia on the 14th, and return after Cliristmaw 
to close the Council. 

' 8th Dcramher .—At work with the Dolmar opinion. 
Went to*tho fort at two to seo the Governor on the Ordi- 
nanccH and the Municipal Councils^ assessment. But he 
was away at tho ba/^aar. Saw G. who passed the 
Ordinance and was gracious^ Drove him home and went 
to bazaar, where^ I met my wife and the girls who had 
purchased frooly. Dinner party iu tho evening. 

^ 11 th Dev-emlfer ,—Left homo about half past six to 
attend a sub-committee on Fiscals' Ordinance at W.'s. 
Much talk and little work. Breakfasted at C/a, 
whence I wont to the office. Engaged the whole day in 
work. Had a meeting of tho Board of Examiners to 
consider Mr. A.'s C4iso. Saw Mr. G. in the evening. On 
my return homo fonnd my wife fretting about another 
aDon 3 rmous letter throateuing to blow my brains out, if 1 
did not get the^pnee of rice lowered! May neither 
throats nor persuasion make me swerve from the strict 
line of duty ; but may all these warnings lead me to 
rivet my faith on Him without whose knowledge not 
a sparrow falleth to the ground. ‘ 

* \8th Decemher .—Mooting of Executive Counoil. 
Judicial District Proclamation passed and another as to 
Manaar, or rather two Pattus in Manaar, which are to be 
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transferred to the reToniie district of Mullctiroe. I 
saw the' Governor afterwards. He did not thank me 
much for the draft. I fancy he did not see mo completing 
it in the Executive, but I had no other time, and no ono 
saw it. He asked me to write to him if anything parti¬ 
cular happened here. 

' 15<A Meeting of siib-committoo on Com¬ 

mercial Law. Agreed upon our report. C. again iiiclinod. 
'to bo obstructive and to delay tho measure, but could not 
give good reason for doing so. Smith and Maartonsa 
stood by m§, and wo carried the bill. Heavy rain at 
night. 

Service at 'IVinity. All tho Hsiilms 
were chanted* Can’t say I like these innovations, but I 
cannot, urge any good objection to the Psalms being 
chanted, though I have a g^catabhorrcnco tbtho chanting 
of prayers. I am suspicious somewhat of L. sintio ho 
took to a white surplice ansi talked of ornamenting the 
church. Large number at sacrament.' 

' ZldDecemhar .—Gotiipaftera sound sleep; very much 
refreshed. Tho dissipation of tho last few days was sneh 
that I quite enjoyed last night’s rest. Went to the office 
and had a conference with C. S. about the transportation 
of the two European soldiers who were tried before tho 
Supreme Court. It seems military convicts arc to be 
sent to England, but there aro no instructions as to civil 
convicts. Sub-committee on the Fiscals’ Ordinance 
and agreed to the report which we mean to bring on 
on Saturday. C. and C. P. L. absent^ tho former is an 
awful obstructive, and the latter apparently indifferent to 
the measure. Judici^ districts, the preparation of which 
gave mo no little trouble, was handed to the pHntor for 
publication. 

‘ There was a midnight service at Trinity, which I 
attended with my family. Innovation again 1 First a 
sermon by B. B. (an indifferent one), then the litany— 
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anti the hymn, "Pilgrims of the Night/’ I expect.we 
shall have some trouble yet with Mr. L. One thing he 
did, however, pleased me much. On Christmas day he 
anuounced that the Bishop (as I understood him) had 
Ruggestod that he should, from the offertory money, 
contribute in aid of the Propagation Society, but that as 
the Trufileoa were laying out judiciously the money which 
wore collected at Trinity, he would not interfere with 
them, but would only suggest the claims of that Society 
for consideratiou. Of course, there was art in this, in so 
far that ho assiimod that ho had a right to interfere if 
ho pleased. But we are no party to suchassumptiou, and, 
a ’IViistee, like any other member of a congregatfbn, 
being one of those described in Juvenal’s Satires " sem* 
per eijo tdntum anditor,” cannot be bound by acquiescence 
because he did not publicly protest against what a 
minister says in church. We owe no thanks to my Lord 
the Bishop for trying to throw the apple of discord 
amongst us. * 
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A FEW REFLECTIONS ON THE J>EOAL TROFESSION. 

^’lle following paper was penned on board the ship 
“ Alexaiidor^^’in 1830, whilst Riphard Morgan was on his 
way to l^nglaud. The writer was then iu his ufueteenth 
year • 

Of all the professions and oceupations which men 
pursue that of the law has the greatest share of obloquy 
and banter attached to it. * To be an tonost lawyer con¬ 
voys, according to the general acceptation, an idea not 
dissimilar to that of an honest thief, so repugnant is that 
virtue esteemed to be to the profession. With the rash 
and unthinking, and I may add the evil disposed, to such 
an extent is this prejudice, for ono cannot give it a more 
apt denomination, carried that a man, be his previous 
lire and habits what they may, forfeits all credit for 
honesty or moral principle as soon as he assumes the 
toga. Not so, however, wi(h the educated and chari¬ 
table portion of the community, who respect the man, 
however much they may participate in the general 
prdndice against the profession. 

To what then, it may be asked, is.this obloquy and 
banter to be attributed ? 

To consider the matter ovoto what it maybe asked 
does this profession owe its origin ? Wore men not 
ii^clined to rise against their brothers, did all cherish 
charitable feelings towards each other, or when assaulted, 
carry into practice the advice of our Saviour of turning 
the left coeek to such as smite them on the right, 
lawyers would soon be compelled to lay aside tnoir 

44 



346 


LIFE OF SIR B. MORGAN. 


briefless bags and betake themselves to occupations 
rnoro lucrative. To expect, however, such aii elysian 
^<tatc of blessedness of heaven in earth as long as fiosh 
and blood remain flesh and blood, is the chimera of a 
diseased mind. The enthusiastic mind ma^ picture to 
itself scenes of such transcendent happiness, when 
nought but an innate consciousnoBS of rectitude would 
actuate men in their dealings, paralyze the arm of the 
despot, and make the midnight assassin pause ere he 
plunges his dagger in the breast of innocence, when 
peace and happiness would smile triumphant and sin 
find no resting place in the world—but ono glance 
at the sober reality of things and the delusion is instan¬ 
taneously broken ! Tliequostiou, therefore, J say, is not 
whether the professiou [>anders to the failings of humane 
Ity, whether it encourages a spirit of quorulousness 
and faction, as long as its ncceftsilt/ can bo shewn, its 
necessity to preserve the social structure in due tone, to 
defend the poor from the oppression of the strong, to check 
the baneful influence arising from savage might and 
riches, to guard the sacred rights and libeHics of men, 
and, to use the energetic yioTti& of Lord Coke, to shew 
that the little finger of the law is heavier than the loins 
of the prerogative. With the same plausibility may the 
sacred profession be railed against, since, were man in 
bis positive state of holiness, he would need no warning 
or exhortation from the pulpit. 

This point being settled, we now proceed to the consi¬ 
deration of the justice of the stigma attached to it. 
Against the abstract profession itself no charge can be 
brought, and wisely has it boen observed by the ancient 
philosopher that it is the man that throws credit on the 
profession and not the profession on the man, a remark 
which can with equal truth and correctness be taken in 
an inverse proportion. That the profession of the law 
affords peculioi'^facilities to its followers to act a dishon¬ 
est part and that men are unhappily not found wanting to 
take advantage of such facilities, are facta which must be 
readily conceded, but it does not follow therefore that 
profession necessarily makes thieves; as well might objec¬ 
tions be raised against reason and religion, because some 
abuse the noble faculty and others di^elieve the sacred 
dictates. ' What,^ I fancy I hear the advocate against the 
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profession excl aini; ‘ are not lawyers bound to defend a cause 
which they know to be unjust, and <io thoy not thus ren¬ 
der themselres a partieepn crimitiis ?’ This objection 
wears a ^reat semblance of plausibility, and no mean 
investigation is required to clear it ui the dross that 
envelopos it and show its naked futility. An honourable 
man disdains to countenance an action which he is 
morally conviwed is unjust, and let us fancy such a 
person refusing to defond an action of this kind when 
applied to. None will deny that he is acting conscien¬ 
tiously, but the injudicious’tendency of such conduct will 
be apparent when the individual principle is generalized. 
For clients must hare sdrocates, hnd the refusal of one 
to undertake a cause will not have tho effect of driving 
the former from the legal remedy they seek, recourse 
being easily had to others whose minds are not fortified 
with similar nice principles of honour. Public principles 
of policy militate against such conduct, and it is not by 
such a course that the unprincipled and the profligate 
can be checked in their nle career. A different course 
of conduct strikes me as lesS objectionable. 

Instead of refusing to conduct tho case of a client who 
applies under such circumstances, an advocate can, 
without compromising in the slightest maimer his prin¬ 
ciples, undertake and defend or prosecute such a cause, 
provided he clears his conscience, first, fairly explaining 
the pi-oviaions under which ho undertakes the cause. Let 
us suppose him address a client who applies to him thus : 
‘Friend, 1 have deliberated on the points adduced by 
you. 1 have examined all papers. 1 do not think 

f our cause a just one, and give you no hopes of winning it. 

f nevertheless, you persist in my going on with it, X shall 
do so. 1 shall take every f^ advantage which the 
law would allow me, but I warn you, beforehaud that 
you must not expect me to have recourse to any unfair 
or dishonourable subterfuge.' I am sworn to do my duty 
to my oHonts to the best of my abilities, but I hare a 
l^gher duty to perform, a duty to my Ood. 1 have a 
couscienpe to look after, and no^hopo of gain or motive 
of fear will induce me to swerve from that course which 
rectitude points out to me. Are von willing to entrust'a 
case into such hands Unless the client is lost to every 
principle of honour, virtue uad truth, and every feeling 
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of proprioty is exiled from his breast, he will own the 
correctness of tlio reply and drop his snit. But, suppos¬ 
ing the wretch is so hardened that he perseveres but is 
met with such a repulse by every lawyer, he would 
effectually bo reduced to the alternative of abandoning 
his cause, or, what is equally badj entrusting it into hands 
too honest for it, and none can deny that a repulse of this 
kind would far more effectually promote the end in view 
than any which can bo administered by a refusal to be 
engaged in tho suit: it would at once disarm the malice 
of the client and leave tho delinquent no remedy to which 
he could betake himself. 

I cauuot bo answered in this by the argument that no 
Booiior df^ius a lawyer take up a suit than he identifies him¬ 
self with his client, and is bound to do all which tho client 
himself )vould do, to promote his cause. I admit that 
when an advocate undertakes a cause, he is bound to 
preserve saer6dly tho interests of his client. But to say 
that an advocato must do all that a client himself 
would do, is a proposition of rather too dangerous and 
wide a latitude. .This is, in iact, to suppose him onduod 
with an accommodating conscience, much beyond>thd 
ordinary desert of human nature. If consulted by a 
thief, he acts like a thief, by a villain or by an adulterer 
he shapes his conduct accordingly. 

I cannot but quote a passage from Lord Brougham 
here who speaks rather pointedly on the subject. 

' An advocate,^ says his Lordship, ' by the sacred 
' duty which he owes his client, knows, in the discharge of 

* that office, but one person^n the world—that client and 

* none othor, to save that client by all expedient means, 
' to protect that client at all hazards and costs to all 
' others, and among others to himsqlf is the highest aD4 
' most unquestion/id of his duties, and he must not regard 
' the alarm, the suffering, the torment, the destruction 

* which ho may bring upon any other, nay, separating 
‘ oven tho duties of a patriot from those of an advocate, 
‘ andxnsting them, if need be to the wind, he most go 
' on, reckless of the qpnsequences, if his fate should 
' unhappily be to involve his country in confusion for 
'his client’s protection.' 

That, in the sacred duties of an advocate, no hope of 
gain or motive of fear should influence him, must be 
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admitted on all hands. At the same time I can by no 
means subscribe to the general propositioDj that an 
advocate must do all which a client himself would do, 
were he personally engaged. 5'o this I would rather say, 
that an advocate should act as if it was his own cause. 
And here comes the question, What, is his conduct allow¬ 
ing himself to be guided by the rule of action I laid 
down last ? To this I cannot answer better than say, all 
that he can do consistently with his duty to his Maker. 

The former engagement may, 1 am aware,bo justified by 
the allegation that there isatacitBaTiugclausoin allthe 
oaths wliich Christian men take on this earth and which 
provides for the validity of sncli oaths only so far as 
they do not clash with the superior diittc.<« they owo tlicir 
Maker. Every man, therefore, being expected to act as 
he ought to do with tbo same plausibility that the law 
presumC.s, every man to be innocent until ho is ]>roved 
guilty, the lawyer in taking up such n chhrge must be 
expected to go no farther than a regard to his higher 
duties enables his client to do. The innovation, however, 
to which I have already ailndod will,8ocare the object 
in view in a way far more direct. 

I may as well remark here on the question how far 
an advocate identifies himself with his client, that in a 
case of extraordinary turpitude where great injus¬ 
tice has been done to his client, it is but natural to 
expect an advocate to display uncommon warmth and 
in^gnation, calling to exercise all the abilities he is 
master of, the wrong done to his client imparting him 
energy, and the justice of his cause adding fresh 
eloquence to his lips. It is morally impossible that 
every suit indiscriminately can inspire, him with the 
same feelings, and hence I say, if it be requisite that an 
advocate ^onld identify himself with eveiy client 
wretch and villain who chooses to entrust his case to him, 
let the honourable man betake himself to the plough, 
or even to bogging, and leave the bar to be filled up 
by none bnt the unprincipled and the profligate. 

It vhU he evido^ on examination that all the vices 
attributed to the profession of law can be traced to 
what Ovid well denominates, the 'irritamonta malo- 
ram.’ The Scriptures also denounoa woe against 
lawyers ' for laying men with burdens too grierons to 
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1)0 ))orne.’ In h. well-regulated community where tlie 
rato» of fees are deiined and limited, tbia e^ can, in a 
groat mciVBure, bo warded off. That, however, the evil 
exists in some deg^e, an impartial mind muat admit. 
Unprincipled men can never bo found wanting who 
woold take advantage of the ignorant client, as much 
as the wily tradesman of the novice or the crafty 
landlord of the stranger. 

Men in general must prize and admit the excellence 
of the advice given by the old Roman poet 

* Llic muruH uboncud vaio oil oOQBCire 8ibi**‘QQlla paUosoero oulpo/ 

But by tbe lawyer 8veil an acquisition cannot be too 
oarncistly desired. He meets with temptations to which 
others arc comparatively strangers, and ^is subject to 
trials which seldom fall to the lot of frail mortality. 

Suffer tuo thou, ero 1 conclude, to indicate tljie beau 
ideal of an Jioneat lawyer: He takes no rooro cases 
than be can pioperly attend to,—many handsome briefs 
aro presentod to him, but he rejects them if ho has suffix 
cient before bim to require ^all bis time, attention and 
study. When he ulidortakes a cause, he feels as if he has 
undertaken a sacred burden, he examines it with an im- 

E artial scrutiny and communicates the result of his deli- 
orations to Ills client^ neither suffering him to faint with 
despair on the one hand, nor smile with expectation on 
the other. He suffers no delay to take place in the inves¬ 
tigation of the cause. Ho takes every fair advantage 
wUch the law allows him, but scorns the quibbles and 
quirks and shufflings and subterfuges the pursuit of 
which characterize the little-minded pettifogger. In all 
his dealings most scrupulonsly does he follow the admir¬ 
able direction of Bums:— 

' Wljere you feel your honor grip, 

' Lot'thiit aye be yonr border, 

* Its ehghtoft toachee instant paw» 

* Debar a* side prettmeae, 

* A.nd resolutely beep its laws, 

^ Uncariog conseqoonces/ 

He demands nothing more than what he things con¬ 
scientiously his due. The oppressed find in him a ready 
friend; truth, virtue, right, liberty, an able defender. 

Sucb a man may not be able to amass an estate or live 
in princely splendour, bat the tide of his life glides on 



ATPOmUENT TO THE LEGISLATURE. 


351 


witL' a calm and unruffled serenity j and when be is laid 
on his death bed^ contemplating with complacency and 
satisfaction the tenor of his life, he resigns his spirit, 
which flies to the mansions of the blessed, waftod by the 
sighs, prayers and good wishes of the poor whom he 
befriended, the oppressed whom he succoured, and the 
weak who^ he defended. 


II. 

PETITION IN FAVOUE OP MR. MORGAN'S APPOINTMENT 

TO TEE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 

•I 

CoLOMDO, Octohf^r 1851. 
Sib,—W o have the honor to transmit to you the enclosed 
petition, and respectfully requc.st that yon will bo pleased 
to 1^ the same without delay before His K.tcclleucy 
the Governor. 

We have, &c., 

^ P. A. Loos, 

W. Taylob, 

* C. A. Lorenz. 

The Hon’ble The Colonial Secretary. 

To 

His Excellency tub Hon’blk Sib G. W. 
ANDERSON, k.c.b.. Governor and Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Inland of Ceylon, 

The Memorial of the undersigned 
European descendantsi 

^ n 

Respectfully Sheweth, 

That in consoqucnce of tho lamented death of Mr. 
Giffening, and believing that Your Excellency is desirous 
of filling up the vacancy thus occasioned in tho Legisla¬ 
tive Council by the a|^intment of a member of the 
community to which Mr. Giffening belonged, and, with 
the fullest confidence in Tour Excellency’s disposition to 
receive in the best possible spirit an expression of the 
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wishes of any portion of the teople whom Your Excel- 
loDcy rules, fcho uudcrsiCTcd European descendants beg, 
with much respect, to submit the name of B. F. Morgan, 
Esquire, Advocate of the Supreme Court, as that of a 
gentleman, who, by his ability, learning, and independence 
of character has gained their confidence, and who 
would, they believe, as a member of the Legislative 
Council, do equal honor to Your Excellency's choice and 
to the people’s recommendation. 

Mr. Morgan is bound to the country by birth, by 
family connections, and bv tho possession of consider¬ 
able property. He naturally feels that his own interests 
and I boso of the colony are identical; ho will, therefore, 
strive to odvance the prosperity of-Coylou by exercising 
on her behalf that faculty of enquiring closely, and 
reasoning correctly, and that power of cxpi^ssing his 
views wi^Ji facility which ho has acquired in tho honour- 
able and successful practice of a liberal professioni 

Under tb^so circumstances, and actuated by these 
convictions, the undersigned, if vested with the Elective 
Franchise, would choose Mr. Morgan as their represent¬ 
ative in the Legislature of tneir country : and they most 
respectfully, but very earnestly, request Your Excelloncy 
to exercise that power with which you have been vested 
by our common Sovereign, by appointing Mr. Morgan 
to occupy the seat in Council rendered vacant by the 
death of Mr. Giffeuing. 

And your Memoria^sts as in duty bound 

Will ever pray. 


T. A. Loos, 

J. DoBreord, 

G. E. DcBr^rd. 

O. W. Stork, 

G. H. AntlLODiM, 

D. H. Wondt, 

W, A. Kriekouback, 
Josopb Swaa, 

P. £. Vandorstraatron" 
J. A. Marteaaz, 

J. ConderLiff, 

P. W. Erfson, 

J. E. Andrea, 

J. P. Pru\^, 

C. Lorens, 

0. P. Noli, 

O. A. Wendt, 

B. Lndekens, 

P. L. Qomos, 

P< J.L. Va&aentnates 


Arcb. Androe, 

J. H. l)'8si(aiD, 

J. It. Hoffman, 

J. n. De Jong, 

C. A. Loosj 

£. G. LuBrooy, 

J. G. Oritinon, 

J. A. Obrutoffelu, 
G. Wendt, 

J. E. Loombrnggen 

0« S. Fern&od, 

A. Mills, 

G. H. Schwnllie, 

G. A. Spittel, 

J, H. Breebman, 

J, A. Pemer, 
James Swan, 

P. J. DoSonm, 

D. C. Muir, 

H. TaoDoit, 


H. E. Ebert, 

O. A. Fompm, 
G. Bebroter, 

J. L. Alwis. 

M. A. LaBrooj, 

P. VftBPort, 

G. TnoDort, 

j. A. Margenout, 

H. A. Jajm, 

J. L. Seibel, 

J. B. 

S. W. 

P. J. Ebert, 

A. S^nsenun, 

C. G. Loos, 

P. L. BeVos, 

B. W. Pemer, 

T. P. Moldndb, 
8. Keloirt, 

H. S. Eelwi, 


oeibel, 

SeiM, 
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J. W. Kekari^ 

J. MaoA, 

P. M. Elden» 

B. Eldon^ 

J. W. Potger, 

R. W. Bldert, 

G. A. Bohiib«rt. 

3. A. Dick, 

A. Beibcl, 

J. Do Ribar, 

A. C. Aldons, 

<i. Forwerda, 

A. LaHaye, 

W, CarroQ, 

O. A. PuM, 

J. 0. Ebart, 

G. H. Ferdinaads, 

3. M. Rode, 

H. G. DeZihvu, 

P. K. Kelaart, 

C. D. DoAlw]«, 

D. W. OUoMeu, * 
i’etor deSilvay 

V. G. DoZilwa, 

J. W. Hojser, 

J. F. Ucyser, 

U. M. Fcruando, 

J. H. Do Jong, 

B. D'Ia Harpo, 

R. Brobior, 

M. PrcTwer, 

J. K;^irel, 
il. UaffoL 

W. Raifol, 

R. Andrew, 

J. N. Keith, 

Q. Barber, 

A. H. Licn^ooz, 

W. 0. Pompeoe, 

M. P. J. Oudatjio, 

C. D. DcKeys, 

W. A. Joseph, 

J. KnekonMw, 

K. £. Miuo, 

C. A. Hack, 

3. A. TanLaxkgenborg, 

F. VftnDort, 

J. L. Demmer, 

O* A. Aldone, 

C* Henricus, 

J. BaU , 

P. U. VaaCaylenbnrg, 
W. VanCnylenbnrg, 

0. M. WooUer, 

^ J. OhhnttS, 

J. F. Canm, 

J. D. Rid&r, 

H. Voiiddntraafceo, 

W. VondentraafcgB, 

J. F. L. ToDdoretnAtea, 
j. VonArkoAie, 

J. VonArkn^e, Jr., 

H. C. JaiMS, 


0. A. DeBotayro, 

B. Boaayro, 

J, E. DoBomyro, 

H. P. HoUeling, 

J. F. Porem, 

A. Mart4niatyii, 

J. O. AndrioKen, 

H. CbrUtoffelfli, 

11. Prato, 

0. W. Muller, 

W. E. Holler, 
a. H. Mnller, 

O. Mnller, 

J. E. VanderetraAten, 

G. W. Franoiecne, 

J. M. Bodri^, 

C. B. Oramer, 

S. Drieberg, • 

T. Aakey, 

A. H. de Hear, 

J. M. de Brain, 

W. B. Perara, 

J. W. Joeohiia, 

A. H. Heyee, 

J. T. PriM, 

H. Dtckxnaik, 

J. K^, 

E. Kato. 

J. A. PMuman, 

E. DariNit,* 

A. DeKrotser, 

J. J. Hoptnao, 

E. DeKr^ter, 

J. B. Moldreoh, 

C. B. Kelaart, 

P. D. Alvie, 

J. DeSilra, 

P. Brohier, 

D. DoBeye, 

J. G. AItu, 

E. W. DeHaao,' 

P. H. Stiraf. 

N. H. Silnit 

E. WeinmaD, 

U. E. ThoauM, 

J. Va&Hoft, 

H. C. Prina, 

C. Vaadantoaat, 

F. fi. ThoBta«, 

J. Garua, 

K. E. Mack, 

B. Thomaes, 

O. Barber, 
j. W. Margenont, 

0. TftaDort, 

B. Wilkine, 

J. H. Wooiler, 

€. 6. Siegeito, 

B. t. Alvia, 

J. B. Soelmeyer, 

J. VaaOeyse}, 

B. Bam, 

A. LaBrooy, 


F. S. VanOeyeel, 

C. J. Milheieen, 

A. Barton, 

C. J. Pibere, 

J. A. Lodolx, 

E. L. Wydeman, 

F. D. Koclineyer, 

P. L. DoKrotoer, 

A. L. VanHeer^ 

W. H. Junss, 

John Mack, 

D. Laudsborger, 

C. VauLangenborg, 

A. W. Muttan, 

U. A. Motton, 

J. T. View, 

H. Hindle, 

H. W. DoZilva, 

P« O. Vandoretnaton, 

G. BaU, 

F. H. VanGeyael 
A B. Ginger, 

J. Alcocatidor, 

E. Aikey, * 

H. Ball, 

J. WWanGoyaol, 

O. Schwalllo, 

Jamei Loos, 

R. Andree, 

J. GaHh, 

M. Antboniaf, 

J. M. Davidson, 

P. D. AntboDiaH, 

E. Lodokunif, 

F. Foenander, 

L. F. Bchokmau, 

J. W. 8obokmau, 

P. Mollouins, 

J. W. Obluus, 

W. J. Lonrongy, 

H. Foenandor, 

J. Foeuaoder, 

J. Boven, 

J. TanDort, 

J. A. VanLangeoberg, 

G. J. Ide, 

L. H. Schokman, 

J. F. Meier, 
tT. M. Fornando, 

C.U Keith, 

H. Zilwa, 

W. DeRan, 

S. Ball, 

A* F. Joeepb, 

J. W. Mack, 

W. H. DeVoe, 

E. J Doobbrato, 

P. Foenander, 

C. 0. DeWaw, 

D. E. Bodrigoe, 

8. W. Ide, 

J. W. JaaK, 

C. E. Alvifl, 

4S 



354 LIFE OF SIB B. MOBOAN. 


J. 8. PpFonseka, 

G. fi. Mack, 

J. J. VfloGoysd, 

Tf. VanLanffeub^g, 

H. A. LoAmbroj^goa, 

P. A. VrtnOejMl, 

J. BcboBoU, 

J. M. Scboonman, 

J. VV. VanCuylonbarg, 
R. G. DcHiid, 

C, A. K. Mauji, 

J. W. DoWaafl, 

C. K. VauCayiAnburg, 

K. VaTiDort, ^ 

J. D. Vand«uDri<3Bon, 

0. ViviiDort^ 

J. A. FrunciwuSi 
.T. Wright, 

J. 0. UoHolT, 

C. N. 

G. A. Hrxlo, 

W, Boling, 

R. H. VwKlprwert, 

J. Fi Vantl<fiwort, 

N, J. AuHtin, 

R. Cruig, 

H. B. Aodruo. 

L. P. ChristofToliK, 

.r. Diu0, 

•f. AlU’rt, 

T. JanM, ^ 

C. F Fomando, 

C. Kronombovg, 


J. 0. Aiikid, 

J. D. Froiw«r, 
W. 

P. Fordiaand, 

J. C. Popcra, 

P, E, Oorloff, 

J. M. Fraoo, 

C. Eodrigoe, 

J. W. PoMMra, 

J. B. Misao, 

0. R. PhobQB, 

R. .T. PbobQfl, 

•T, W. Orr, 

K. Orr. 

•T. Prioborg, 

W. Tuylor, 

F. ToiiKmini, 

A. E Al^Tazidcr, 
V MilKidMcn, 

J. Bonnet, 

G. AndrU'tf, 

G. Milbuia.>n, 

8. C. DoH<‘*>r, 

J. H. V:u>Baren, 
R. L. VauPnrop, 
J. B. KolMon, 

J. J. Taylor, 

0. R. Floffman, 
A. €• H<»ffmaQ, 
T- 0. Hoffntm, 

J, T. TouMjunt, 
C. W. CaiTon, 

J. V. FmDciBcoB, 


Colombo, Septeml>cr 1857. 


Ot. Bpittel, * 

J. L. D*ZykB, 

B. H. TousBunt, 

0. L. TouBBaint, 

J. F. Oiffening, 

J. 0. Nicholas, 

W. VanDort, 

J. Xi. VanDort, 

C. VttiiDort, 

C. VanDort, 

B. D. Zilwa, 

J. 0. Oorloff, 

A. A. Antboneysz, 

J. V. Mortior, 

0. A. J. Oodaatjie, 

0. K. Cbristofft^M, 

J. W. H. de Ljiuhuumo, 
A. VVallta, 

V. W. Vandcrutraaten,' 
J. D FrUkm, 

J. WalleB* 

Jobti*LooB, 

A. Lodmvyk, 

T. L. Nclffon, 

0. W. Perrora*, 

H. Drirborg, 

M. B. MoUeling, 

A. C. Mortior, 

F. L. Gool, 

J. G. Ebert, 

•lamos CampbMl. 


III. 

THE DISTRICT JUDGESHIP OP COLOMBO. 

Union Club, Trafalgar Square., London. 

Sir, —Fooling a deop interest in the welfare of the 
island of Coylon, as well as in the civil rights of its 
inhabitants, and holding property in the island, induoes 
me to request jym will do nio the favor of laying the 
accompanying memorial before his Excellency the Jlnke 
of Newcastle, Her Majesty's I’rincipal Secretary of State 
for the Colonies: praying his attention to the opinions 
therein contained from the several legal authorities as to 
the v6ry great advantage of the appointment of legal 
persons to fill the situation of District Judge of Colombo. 

As Mr. Richard F. Morgan is a lawyer of the 
bar in that colony, and a member of the Legislative 
Council, and has also acted on several occasions as Dig. 
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tricl ill Colombo, T tbprpforo Iwg t.i) rpcoinmond 

liim to his Grac« as an individna! fully competent to bo 
appointed permanently to tbat situation. 

1 have the honor to bo. 

Sir, 

Your very nliodiont servaiit, 

doHN KoHSTUK FlTZduUALn. 

.1. Robekts, Esq,, 

Private SocrotMary to 

His Gnico the Duke of Newenstlo. 

May 2m 18:) t. 

To His Gkaoe tub Doke ok Nrwca.sti.b, 

Priiiripal Scerdary of Shito for the Cohnin, 

•S'''- ‘'t"''- 

May it I'J.ease Yora (ii.*a('b, • 

Your niamorialists trn»t that tlio itn])r»rtaueo <>( tho 
coDsidcrsitiou^ they aro about Ut wulirnit will justify 
their addros^^ing your Grace upon a subject of dc^op 
importauro to tho Ciduuy itf Ceylon ^vith which your 
lacTvorialists are intimately connocU^d. 

A vacancy having receutly bwn created upon tho 
Bench of the District Court of C(dond>o, tho inornorialists 
deem this a fitting time to bring to Your imtico 

tlio necessity tlici*c (exists for appointing a competent 
prob^ssioual man to this vacaucy, and to give. cfToet to 
those promises which have frcfjuontly been called forlh 
by the incouvenicnee experioucod from tho appointment 
of unprofessional men to that*Bench. 

Since tho year 18d2 it has beca understood, as a 
general principle, that this oifice should bo Imid by a 
professional lawyer, a principle coantonaucod and pro* 
scribed iu express terms by Lord GederieU, the then 
Secretary of State. In pursuance of thin principle the 
office has been conferred on professional men since 1841, 
and a temporary departure therefrom by the appoint¬ 
ment of a non-professional man in 1846 as Acting 
District kludge gave rise to much dtssatisfaciion on the 
part of the public and led to a strong remonstrance 
against the acting appointment being laid before the 
local Ghsvemment. Under these circumstances, your 
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memorialist.’?, although comprisiDg only tho Ceylon 
resiclentH and holders of property who arc at present in 
London, Lure the loss hesibttion in addressing your 
(irace, and they trust that the following considerations 
will induce your Grace to confer tho oflice now vacant 
on a memher uf tho local Bar, couversant not only with 
tho law of the land, but also with the languages, 
character and customs of tho people. 

1#?^,—It is not possible for an improfossional man to 
discharge sutisfactorily his duties as tho Jndge of a 
court in which inlricnto quustious of law daily aviso, and 
to which almost all disputes redialing to morcantila atid 
shipping Iruusaclious and all bankruptcy, matrinioniul, 
and testamentary math^rs of any importance in tho 
isiaiul are referred for decision. 

2Considering also that tho law of the land is 
with hot few alterations the Iloman-Ontcli law, and 
tliat the customs, character and institutions* of tho 
natives, and the tenures of land are ossnutially different 
from those wliichprcwail in Mngland, and that an intimate 
acquaiiitauce with these is ^ndispousablo to the proper 
discharge of tlu^.office, it is dcwirablo that tho appoint¬ 
ment should bo conferred ou a Colonial lawyer, audono 
who has for some time practised in tho local courts. 

3rc/.—Tho necossity of such au appointment would 
bocomo muro evidout when it is considered that tem¬ 
porary vacancies in tho Supreme Court are generally 
and necessarily filled up by tho District Judge of 
Colombo for tho time being. And au unprofessional 
man, incompetent as he would be to discharge the duties 
of a Distri<'t Judge would, if elevate on an emergency 
(ono which frequently occurs) to the Supreme Court, 
even though temporarily, create much incouvcnieuco and 
mischief, the latter court being in almost all civil cases, 
and in all criuihiul cases, a court of final jurisdiction. 

4ih .—There ia no want of competent men at tho 
Ceylon 13 ar on whom tho appointment may be judici¬ 
ously confeiTed, as iu several instaaces where tho District 
Judge was unable from sickness or absence to discharge 
his duties, tho Ceylon Government confen'ed the tempo¬ 
rary vacaiuuos ou advocates of the local Bar: anran^- 
menu which though temporary gave great satisfaction 
to the public. 
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Your meiriDnalists witli a view to brevitj have 
refrained' from enterin^r into any lewj'thcned details, 
but beg to refer your Grace to tlie annexed document, 
containing a fnl! and clear statement of all the facte 
tba-t can be collected at this distance from the island, 
and also the opinions of several rif the Supremo Court 
Judges and Quocu's Advocates of Ceylon on tliO subject 
of appointtnent-H to the olKce now viu’aiib. 

Your memorialists ju-tuated as tht*y ain by a sincenj 
desire to promote tho best interests of Coyluti, trust that 
they will bo oxcused tho liberty they have taken in 
thus trespassing upon your tinm at a period when so 
many demands aro mado upon tho uttciitinn of tho 
Covornmout. They toed eonlidoul, however, that the 
well-being oven of a rcuiotH dopeudoncy will not prove 
unintcrcstiug at the present moment. 

(Signed) 0. D’Kam/juan, • 

(Ji-ifloii find 7/ohr<’, 

Old Jlrond Sired. 

( „ ) John F^jkstkic FiT/JiRUAi.u, 

0, Mnur/ienti f Sifnarv, Lmdtm. 

( „ ) T. C. MoitToN, 

o1, Iklijrave S</imtc, Itondon. 

( „ ) Wlt.UAM 1*. Jh»Yl», 

2 , Mooryati'. Slri;d. 

( „ ) W. II. Thomas, 

lliinooiir 1‘nrl:, TWhhfim. 

( „ ) I’. W. VoBEUTSON, 

7, Vail Mull «nd 8, Old Jewry, 

{ „ ) Dallas and Coles, 

29, jtuMn Friars. 

( „ ) S. Greoson, 

14, Avslin f’narx. 

’ ( „ ) George Barnes, 

(32, JAncfthjK Inn Finlds. 

( „ ) J. A. Akbotunot, 

Great St. Helens. 
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‘•ioS 

(Signed) liARiNG Brotiieks anp C!o., • 

JiMtopfffjate t^tfccL 

( ,, ) ALUKKOirr GREENUfLL ASl> Co., 

Old Jlroad tSlrnd. 

London, May I8r>l, 


(Doc*47xft4K re/nrfd to.) 

\V}u*ri Min Charti(tr of i*Mrabli!«hm); iho District Cnartw, wns sent out, it 
wax u^^oiiipaiJUHl hy a ibnipibtt'h of Dnrd <i(id<;ricb| tliu Mion Rmrotary of 
Htiiii*. in vvldoli it wiLN twi out that iih tborc many civil Mcrciruts lit tbo 
tiiDo nolding judicial who iiiit l»e roinovcd altoi^thor without 

Kivliig fnrfch to claiuiH to romn»n«(itir»n cvhich could not be without 

Tnainfoxt injnAticCj ni>r fuihciMiHl without a chnrf^Mm the public rovcuuc to 
which it wuM uiKHpiftl ' 1 h* wum l oiiatrained ihcii by tbo pivsHurc nf olreum- 
Ht..Miccii to dofHtrt in Komodci:ru4‘ from the K<oicra1 rule of r^onfidinit the 
*?cu<‘ml ndioiiHKtPiRlioii of luMkoconly fo inwhm* who hn\c bcou fmiiUHl to 
the fctudy ami pnictico of tho luw .m it pnin^Kjoji.* 

(lovonuo* waN then toUD- » * 

‘ Yiui will thcrcfoiv M'loct Dintricl in I'hc find im*t«ru*u, from tho 

^eritlumon who hiivc liilherf^» 1»con acting in any judicial oltic^H uliicli tho 
(MiiirtkW win iditiliKh. Aa vmsinoicR may hrnsiftor occur»lawyerH»hy profe»o 
Hi on will In) appu^iDil Ui HI) tliMin, ntid any pcriuMM who may lxi nppointed 
without the vjuahlieatioii of huviiiff Ihnui iciridaijy iducalod in the Ktudy of 
tUo law, muHt didiiictl.v iindorNtasd th:it the apixiintmcut In merely pro* 
viHJonrd, and in to he held only until ii not her cIkmci' can he mmlo ' 

'I'ho following an* tho o^nnionoof tlioJu<l|?CH aud Queen's Advocates 

of Ceylon, oti the of tho upp<>iiktoM*id — 

Mi\ Can* (tho pro^nt .fiMlieo, t.hruQaocn*s Advocate) in n h*f.<or to 

(Jovcvfimont, wrote thus in 1 vH 3" : Mh isimint bi* doubtod, howcicr, tluft tho 
I'lNti'ictCourt <•!’ Colombobavinir the moNf imp-irfant and intrlcatu casos to 
drK'ide in thi» iduud, the |»erHoti t<» be Mdindod to pr<*Hl<b* ns Judjpi' id each 
court oui{ht to be a competent hiwyer, Indh by (slurution uud |»ractior, and 
thoro arc many n^atkons for bin lH*inx a praeiisoil AdvooiUeof tho C«>ioniitl 
Bar 111 HO, whenever u eompideid person ean lie sclctded thorctrom to IIU that 
edmition. It w<»ulil tend very mwh to the onc*»ur.ijfeuu*ntand linproveTnent 
of rho Colonial Bar, and Uy eiqM*dkfo q1m» the public biiHinoss in the DiKtrict 
Court by nu]>pri*Hrtlui; all iinnecoHstary le^pil ohjectioiiH atel ar^imcmts which 
miiNl. perph's any •1ad>^ who ban not* hud a lei^l education.’ 

Mr. Jiwtii ‘0 »Tor4*mioin IS3S preSHod upon the (Jove ru moot ‘with whatever 
wei^rlit lunv attach lo his bumble nn1b<»rity, tho uoces'iity for having lawyers 
for all tho Dint net Courts/ lie adds 

‘ tt is iuhkHosh for mo any longiw iobesitnto in saying that the hligbi, tho 
rjulical defect, attaching to tho judicial consul ution ol Ceylon arises from 
the ehiNS of gcnth*men who preside in the District CourU and who, as sueh, 
have e^colnsivo original jurisuiction in all priuit^ suits whatever, wbethor of 
a eonimoreial, n reih.a^raocuJ, a civil, ^ eiH;h*sia$Mca1 nature 

‘ Now, not OQO of those genflermm bad been brought up to the nrofeHsiou of 
(ho law, and exp^'ramco daily more uud inoru rou\luces mo that the best 
school for the lii^nch is iho liar. 1 I'ouccivc a nu&u bhould h/iTc an iinmodiutc. 
direct and persoQHl iulerest in learumgtodo that which he is esiiocted to 
do, well i that a diisi*n suits carefully studied, sm they wiU ho when he knows 
that, his whole reputation uinl future fortimes dopimd upon tUo monucr fti 
which holiccpiits him self in iirgUTOoiitH, will go further to qnulify «ny one for 
forming a right judgment of even tho most ordinary roac. thou nearly holf 
os many years s^ftcut iu mere observatiun.. Ills not, therefore, tbs Vnng 
I'lireived n barrister, though ibis is im|)Ort.'int &• it implies preparation, but a 
thorough hard-working down‘right esperionceof the management of business 
In its vvery stage, it is not ouly some aeqaointanoo with goneral principles, 
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an mtimato knowledge of pmetiee, wlucb are eBaontlal Toqniaitei iu a 
Jndge in Oejlon.* 

A^n i * How oomen it that ibo Bar is in tbo fttat« horo doscnbdd P How 
that the picadinn aro eo Ioom and confoaodP Wliy theno nnmoroue oaeee 
referred baok for nearing and farther evidenoo? CivnlU atl tbie have hap¬ 
pened if proper Jndgea had presided in these conrtH ? Tboso doFopts then 
are little mere than the dross of the old system, defects which will bo 
remedied as that system is reformod. Th(» very circumstance, theroforo, 
that the profession is at low an ebb is among niy ntroiigt^st inducooiontJ 
for wishing to help on those who under su many disiulvantitgos have 
acunired all the qouiidciUions you can n*asanably desire nr otpoct/ 

In ISld, upon the appoiutmout of Mr. Lnvalliere to tbo Acting District 
Judgeship or Colombo, a deputation of nmrcliants, landhrddcrH imJ Itiwjrom 
waited on Sir Kmorsuii Teunuot, requeuing that the appointwont might 
not take place, (Coi/im6c Obsmier, No. 70 of 'fuly 18>1A, p. H&)). Bir Kmerson 
Tennent gave them on assurance than in fntnre tbo DiHirict Judgeship would 
not be permAnentlv conferred ou any but a lawyer by profession, and further 
that a lawyer would bAv«) hud tbo prefenmeo for tbo acting apj»eiDtmeht, If 
the arraugemoTit could have boon tAiuie withont inccmvonicnco to tlio public 
service (Ibid. JSo. 71 fur August, p. d!U J l*bis and the next numhor of tbo 
Ol*«orrsr cimtpiu report* of oightocu jodgmeuts of Mr, IjivvHlliera having 
been aprioaled agaiuKt duriug the lirsi woi^k he sat iis Judge, and ull rightooii 
having rxH'n Mt. usido hy the Supremo Court. 

Mr. U. C. ^11 jy, the present ^iiocii** Advocat*!. wrote t hus h> a paper on 
3udioi>d c^bhltslunents writbm in IH47 In onler iiulend to tbo evercisf* 
of a jurisdiotioQ so ex tensive iih thjii viwtod in tho Dittrict Courts, tho 
Judge should not outy be a professional man, hut n good bnvyor, 1 mean 
bo should not mcrulf one of those who enjoy the oonourH of th(> prr>F<>H* 
nion by having calfod to the Bar, but a niiin who has really madii tbo 
principles ana pr;uttice of the law bti study and bis business.’ Mr. Selby 
process, 4|aoting froiu Mr. Rmpson, to whom tho Consolidation ttnd con¬ 
sideration of the diffuront reports ni<»oiv«)d from Ceylon were nutrustod hy 
the Secretary of StateTbo necessity for tb<* DiKtrict Juilgi's becoming 
iu nno way or another lawyers will ho gating stronger ivnrl stronger year by 
yeBj*. As fluou os a system of positive tiws to \)o iiitnrpref^^d by preev'dmita 
IS fairly estahlisboJ, a knowledge of them on tbo part of tho District Judges 
will he us indisponiuble as Mr. Justice Jermnio thiuks it is at prasunt (iMd) 
indispensable for justice, iudismnsublohocuoso of tho impupmbilJly (without 
ooQstaut and ludicrous roverwus) of working a rocogniacd syrii'm of laws }>y 
means of nulcaruod original courts and a learned court of app<*ai, indispen- 
aable because a Bar move or loes acquainted with the laws will be making 
bead; indispensable, bocaueo hy that time Enroxwan sclUorR will Im sufli- 
ciently numerous to force tho judicial institutions intf> an ado^ition to 
European habits.’ I cud odd uotbing^says Mr. Belby) to thcHo jiint and 
admirable remarks, but that cxporieoco h.as already provcrl thinr trulb. 

Sir Antboiiy Oliphant, the lato Chief Justice, when ozumined before tho 
Parliamentary Coiumitt^ in 1850 deposed thus, (see Questions (*828 iifid 
6629):— * The person wbo fills the olfico of District Judge of Col umbo ought 
to bo the beift lawyer iu the island, bettor than tho Jud^^ of tho 8npremo 
Court, because be mutt be ready upon every point of evidence* that arisos. 
Tho Judges having an original jurisdiction only in crimina) cum** aud an 
sppcUate jurisdiction in ci^ casee, tbey have* always an ubnndaucc) of iimo 
to considi'F their jndgmont in civil cases, whereas the other must. r>n tho 
spur of the momen^ decide points that arise. C<’aoseI argue ufKm tho 
fK>iDta, and he must decide upon theta iostaoter.’ 


Dowmimo Stemt, June 29tk 1854. 

Sib. —I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to 
aclcnowledge your letter of the 26th ultimo, oncloeing a 
memorial addressed to the Duke of Newcastle, signed by 
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yourself and other gentlemen interested in the welfare of 
Ceylon^ in which the importaoco of appointing a profes- 
aional gentleman to fill the vacancy in the District Judge- 
ship of Colombo is urged npon the consideration of Her 
Majesty's Government. 

iSir George Grey desires mo to inform you that he folly 
recognizes the justice of the observations contained in 
the memorial, and the importance of obtaining the service 
of a professional lawyer in such cases, where it is possible 
to do BO. I am to add that the present temporary vacancy 
on the Bench of Colombo has been filled by a gentleman 
reported by the Governor to be versed in law. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Fkkdeuick Peel. 

General Wir John F. FitzGerald, M.P. 


IV. 

(From Hie “ Ceylon Times,” StqttemlKr 23, 1856.) 

LAYS OP 'CfB LAW. 

No. IV. 

“ 6'ocile KuT'jrn Jlft/tt Dutcli Salatutioo. 

1 . 

U wiis a coBo from C—Ip—nt—a, 

Wu9 pcading in Cli—‘w, 

Wbjcb, thoDgb commancod m 
Had not been heard till now. 

** And ye gods !** eiclaimod the Judge, 

(Smiting hie boeom 

** That I might, ou the proofs sddnoed, 

** Deoidu the ijneBtioit 

2 . 

The plaintiff hod paid pome seventy pounds 

As fb'os to B ' —d M- p, ♦ 

To come with l>ookB and white cmTat 
And bo his legal o^an ; 

And W-^ll^jn hi^ got a Blitular fee, 

To keep the other at bay, 

An j ah ! bow baf^y l*d buve boon with the one, 

** iVorc the other de^r brother away (*’ 

a. 

And tbonsands camo from far and neat, 

To soe this pair of » — ns 

Talking and thamping and {^noting the law 
And eyeing osob other Uko Gorgons. 

« And nothing could make it the more absurd, 

Than tbo foot that many bad seen them, 

DutAg the night before witn the Judge, ^ 

Who now sat in jodgment between them. 

The Judge was C. A. Lorn* then Aoting at Ohilawj and the ' Lay 
of the Law’ is by him. ' 
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4. 

I 

The case off--u all coaoa 

With a Ko&lf»nco of rc^titniioo ; 

And n bill of cofts aud a Notico to tai, 

And A motion for cxocqUod. 

Aud—K(»od Inch f«> tho Judge »nd tho Pi'OvtorB two, 

Ajid the folkn vrilb uAtouiMhim^nt dumh oli! 

Aud good luck to tlio ]ttrtieA fri»m O'^lp*—ut*—n, 

An<l the Advocutos from C—I —tubo. 

Sir Richard Morgau's older bn)t]»er, William, achieved 
a proat celebrity as a lawyer. Seeing Ihnt he \h referred 
to in the above lines, this may be a fitting place in which 
to give expression to the indiguatiou of aCcyhmoso gcutlo* 
man, who saw some of the earlier pages of this volume as 
it was passing through the pi^oss. Hofomiig 1o pngo (JO, 
ho writes '*J:?urc‘Iy yon are not going to dispose of old 
AVilliain Morgau in these few woixIm. ITo lacked the 
education (becanse lu his day there lack^gd the means) 
which Kichard Morgan had, but it is still an open ques¬ 
tion whether William Morgan was not thomost effective, 
the most pfjrtsitasive, speaker of all iUo Ceylon lawyers 
wild ever lived. Ho was an Advocate, and for a few 
years before he died, Regiatrar of Lands. Ho was a sound 
lawyer too. If Richard Morgan excelled as a Nisi Rrius 
Advocate, William Morgau was the nuaii to win the 
heart of a jury in criminal trials. But in anfumml in 
the Appeal Court few could equal WilUani Morgan. 
Read his speech in the Jlaje^wella case.^ 


V. 

[EAract from the “Ceylon Examiner,” of Odr. Id 1856, 
recordiiut the freHentation of a Testimonial to 
^ Mr. Morgan.^ 

PaESEN'TATION OF A TESTiMONIAL TO MR. MORGAN. 

A deputation consisting of the following gentlemen, 
waited yesterday on Mr. Moi^n to present him with a 

46 
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tostimoDia,! of the consi^leratiou in which ho is held*by 
tlio public:— 


Robert Dawson, Escj. 
•T. H. Miaeo, 

F. J. Do SarMETi, Esq. 
JamoB Alwis, HtKi. 
JoliD Drioborg, limi- 


Uormasjoc Kaikusboor, £bc|. 

11. Dickman, Ksq. 

— EdrOTnaneBingiuu, Ksq. 

Cs A. Lorous. 

SloinaLo do Naina Markar, Ewj. 


On being intrcclucett to the honourable and learned 
gcntlcinen^ Mr. Dawson addressed him as follows :— 

‘ Mr. Morgan,—A largo number of your friends aud 
wi^ll-wishers who arc doisirons, before you take your seat 
on the District Douch, to present you with some testi-* 
mouial of their appindnition, have appointed ns a dojni- 
tation to wait upon yon and ask yon to accept some 
small token of their estetnn, their respect,,and their 
friendship. Tho.so friends arc anxious to express their 
kind feelivgs toward you not iu mere words only, but in 
somc^thiug nioro substantial, something tliut may bo 
looked upon in years to emuo w'ith jirido and satisfaction 
by yonrsclf, which may be a source of delight to your 
friends, and may lx? vonoratod by your children. 

^ Sir, yon hav(5 booTi for many years a usofiil, distin¬ 
guished, and hoiiourod lucinbor of the Colombo Bar, 
and while your brethren of tbo legal pixjfossion, aud 
your fricuds and adiiiirers amongst every class of the 
coTUTHimity, regret that they arc now to lose your valuable 
legal sorvice.s, they rc^joico at the promotion you have 
<)btainod, which you have so honoui^ably ^earnod and 
so well deserve, because they foe! the public will be 
benefited by your appointment/ to the District Judgeship 
of Colombo. Your friends hkve charged ns to congratu¬ 
late yon on yonr promotiou, and to convoy to you their 
heartfelt wish that you may be as distinguished a Judge 
as you have been a successful Advocate. 

^ A list has bAm aln)ady opened, and a con.sidcrable 
amount subscribed for a memorial to bo presented to you; 
and in addition to our being a deputation to wait upon 
you aud ask ymir acceptance, which, we trust, you will 
not withhold, we have boon appointed to act as a com¬ 
mitted to caiTy out the object iu view, and so soon as we 
sluUl have obtained your consent to accept of what we 
offer, wo are instructed to take the necessa^ steps for 
carrying the wishes of the subscribers into effect. 



PRESENTATION FPOi£ HEBCHANTS. 


363 


hare considered in what iorm the testimonial 
would be most acceptable to yourself aud most appro* 
priato to the occasion* Services of plate have long boon 
looked upon as very appropriate articles for such pre* 
sentations, as they fonn handaoi no omamontsj are con- 
spicuoua and attractive objects at all rejoicings and on 
all great occasions, they speak tliKiugh tlio cyo to the 
feelings of all beholders, cominomomto the good deeds 
they represent, and can bo banded down as boirloomH in 
a family from generation to generation. !lut of Into it 
has bccomo a very general opimon that testimonials may 
bo mado to assume a still more useful form, and that 
there arc other equally efficient jnoans of perpetuating 
the good d(fods of nonourod and useful men. 

' Sir, you Ijave a young family springing np around 
you, and your most dearly cbonsh<^d liopt', your most 
anxious wish, as a father, must bo to seo your childron 
well and honourably established in the wc^rld. A good 
education is, perhaps, tho roost precious gift that can bo 
bestowed upon tho young, for whatever talents they may 
possess, they cannot possibly take so useful, or earn so 
honourable and distinguished, a position in the world 
without, as they may do with, tho advantages of a good 
education. 

^It is therefore proposed, provided it meets your 
approval, that the amount subscribed shall bo devoted 
to the education of your eldest son, and wo hopo that it 
may bo tho moans of enabling him to follow in tho foot¬ 
steps of bis honoured father; aud that, in duo course 
of time, he may become as bright an ornament and as 
useful and distinguished a member of tho Colombo Bar. 

'Thus the name of Morgan will be continued in 
association with the Colombo Bar, and tho remembrance 
of your good deeds and valuable services will be 
effectually handed down to the rising generation. 

' We request you will explain to us your own wishes on 
the subject, and as soon as tho form of tostimonial shall 
hprvo been decided upon, wo will at once lake steps to 
carry it into effect/ 

Mr. MofiGAN then replied in the following terms 

' Mr. Dawson, and Gentlemen,—Believe me, I am 
using no mere form of words when I say that my heart 
is too full to allow me to give adequate utterance to the 
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feeling's wliich thiB great act of kindnesa on your part 
and on the part of those you represent has stirred ap 
within me. It is difiicult to follow a profession sach as 
that to wliich I belong without provoking much hostility 
against oneself> and creating many enemies; it seems 
almost the necessary result of the counter interests which 
arc always at play in the game of litigation. The party 
whose object you defeat^ tho witness whoso veracity you 
question, dismisses but slowly from his mind the resent- ‘ 
ment which was first enkindled in court. You can easily 
conceive, therefore, how great must bo my rejoicing to 
find that I have boon ha)>pily Kavijd from such results— 
that, at a moment Uko this, which may perhaps bo 
deoiHcd the close of my prc)fessional career, I should find 
myscU overwhelmed by tho kindly offices of lYiy friends, 
and have the same cncouragemont and support extended 
towards fim now which met mo at my first entrsince into 
life, and to which I mainly ascribe, under Providence, 
the moasnvo of success I have bcoo allowed to enjoy. 

^ Would that my rejoicing was unalloyed by any other 
feeling! Would that I corfld altogether overcome the 
deep num illation which a sense of my shortconyngs 
during tho sixteen years in which I have practised in my 
profession cannot fait at such a moment as this to give 
rise to! Would that I could altogether dismiss from my 
mind tho feeling of anxiety which has never left me since 
the moment I determined upon accepting my new office, 
lost when I come to be weighed in tho balance I should 
be found wanting! 

‘ It is not right, however^ that I should obtrude these 
topics upon you. Your kindness has supplied mo with 
no ordinary solace as regards my recollections of the 
past; it mast furnish mo with abundant motive for 
exertion for the -nture. If I feel that I do not deserve 
all that you have kindly said of mo, and it is no affect¬ 
ation of modesty to say that your praise far exceeds my 
bumble deserts, it will, at least, stimulate me so to act in 
after life that I may hot prove false to the early impree- 
aions you have been pleased to form of me, that I may 
to some extent realize your fond hopes and expectations. 

^ Gentlemen, T accept thankfully the testimonial that 
my friends are pleased to present me. I should ill 
requite your kindness did I not frankly state that I 
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heartily •ag^roe to the mode in which you doBire to invest 
the liberal sum subscribed. A servico of plate to ono of 
my habit8> and thoso in which I hopo to soo my family 
grow up, will be perfectly valueless. It would ctmdnce 
more to our real good, our lasting benefit, that it should 
be invested in the way you propo.so. Let it form a fund 
laid out on trust, to bo used, if noo<1 ho, for the education 
of ray eldest sou; and whoiild it uot be necessaiy to 
employ it for this object, wliich I hopo and trust it will 
not be, then to be paid to him, principal and accumulated 
intoroflt, on his attaining his majority, to aid him in his 
advancement in life. I pray that this act of liberality 
will be an inducement to him in after life to strive to 
make some requital for the kindness shown to his father, 
by devoting* his energies in the servico and for the 
benefit of his fellow men. 

Lawson, we thank yon sincerely Fof the kind 
and feeling way in which you have sp<^(‘n of me and 
my family, and, I rc^pcat, my kind friends, wo thank yon 
all sincerely and fervently/ 

• 

•We hear the atnonnt already subscribed exceeds £700, 
of which the following are some of the largo figures 


Wil»(m, Kichic, ad<] Co. 

£20 

0 

0 

Dawtton, Dickson, doi] Co. 

20 

0 

0 

Hrot.hrrs 

20 

0 

0 

G. 8haod and Co. 

20 

0 

0 

PaHctt, O’llol]»rui and Co. 

50 

0 

0 

Georgo Wall and Co. 

20 

U 

0 

Georgo Stcuart .ind Go. 

Jas. swan and Co. 

20 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

,Tohn I>rioborg . . •. 

35 

0 

0 

James Aiwis 

25 

0 

0 

F. J. Do Sarom 

.. 25 

0 

0 


VI. 

ADDEESS TO THE GOVKRNOB. 

!^Add/res6 of ike Advooaiee and Proctors practising in 
Colombo, to the Oocemor of .Ceylon, on the appoinl‘ 
ment of Mr. Morgan to the office of District fadge of 
Colombo. Taken from the "Ceylon Examiner” of 
Oct. lat 1856.] 

We have the pleasure of giving pubboity to the 
following 
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To TJl^ Erci'Jhnnj Sir H. G. WARD, K.C.B.,.C.M!G., 
Governor and Covimander-in-Ghief, Ceylon. 

May it tleask Youb Excellency, —Wo, tbo under¬ 
signed Advocatcti and Proctors of the different Courts of 
this island, beg to wait on Your Excellency in respect 
of the chaugo just cfl'coted in the Bench of the District 
Court of Colombo, with tho request that you maybe 
pleased to convey to Her Majestv^s Secretaiy of State 
for the Colonics, our most grateful acknowledgments for 
the great benefit conforiod on tho public by conceding to 
tbom, iu deference to their often-expressed wibhos, the 
principle of lilling up the ofilco of tho District Judge of 
Colombo by a pn>reRKicfti;il lawyer—a concession which 
(jauijot but bo highly valued by tho eoinmunity as calcu¬ 
lated to place the anmiuistratiou of justice ili tlio import¬ 
ant and nppulous district of Colombo on a firm, certain, 
and satisfactory basis. * 

While wo thus offer our acknowledgments to Iler 
Majesty’s Secretary of State, wc cannot refrain from 
expressing oiir wanuost thanks to Your Excellency for 
tho selection to tlyit office, from among the local Bar, of 
our acknowledged loader, Mr. Kichard Morgan, in whose 
talents as a lawyer, and integrity as a man, tho public 
and oui'BolvoB have tho most unbounded confidence. 

Wc bog leave to subscribe ourselves. 

Your Excellency’s most obedient 

and humblo servants. 

[Signed by all the Advocates and Proctors.] 


Vlt. 

DINNER TO MR. RICHARD MORGAN. 

(From the Ceylon Observer,” Octoher 2nci 1856.y> 

I’he Bar of Cofombo gavo a dinner to Mr. Morgan on 
his promotion to the Bench of tho District Court of 
Colombo. About forty sat down to dinner, which was 
served in admirable style. Among the guests were the* 
Queen’s Advocate, the Deputy Queen’s Advocate, the 
Commissioner of Bequests, tho Police Magistrate, Mr. 
Dawson, and Hr. Callaghan. The Judges of the Supreme 
Court were invited, but the Chief Justice and tho Senior 
Puisne Justice were on Circuit, and Mr. Justice Temple 
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wa^ engaged. Mr. John Selby occupied the cliair, and 
Mr. F. Do Sarain the vice. 

After the cloth wan removed, the Chaihman gave 
^‘Tho Queen.^* Mr. Dr Sakam next proposed The 
Governor/* the band playing the National Antlieni and 
Rule llritannia. 

The Chairman said the tsxsk had devolved upon liim 
o£ pi'oposing tho health of their guyi^t, his fHeiul on 
the right, Mr. Richard Morgan. lu endcavamring to 
diwchargo hiinsoU ol’ tliis duty ho found no dilliiuilty in 
ascertaining the sontimonts of those present; it was only 
how to express tho.se sentiments suflieiently. Ilo liad 
but, however, lu alliide to fluj^long cansr of Ihoij* 
guest, his riso in his profession, th<j undoubted siicoc's.s 
bo had mot wjth and the various oxpi*essions of j)iiblic 
g(Jod will which his promotion to tho Bench had called 
forth. There was one of an alTocding iiatnrc^vcuj that 
morning from tho luercliants of Culundu^ one of tho 
gentleman who had taken an active part thcu'oin being 
also present as a gnest (Mr. Dawson) and sharing 
with them the plcasin*e ofc this public ontertainni^nL 
Ho nerd but allude to the vnluablo sorvfccs of Mr, Aforgun 
asrfnieinber of tho Legislative Council, tliu various and 
important services he had rendered to the public in 
various capacities and ou vnriuiis occasions. If ho 
coDhiied himself to Mr. Morgan*s cuixst at the Bar, 
bo as a member of the profession in Ceylon, as ev(Ty 
one else around tlic tal)h» were—for tlujse wlio were un¬ 
professional guests were but few—felt it as a I king too 
well understood to allude to the very successful career 
of Mr. Morgan in tonns whi^ would convey information. 
He would therefore pruposo the health of tlieir guest—of 
the District Judge of Colombo. (Applause.) Ho would 
propose the toast with greater picasuroiig, apart from tho 
Well-merited tribute which the appointment paid to Mr. 
Morgan^s merit, it was a public acknowledgment of the 
rights of the Bar. To secure those rights the profession, 
a^ded by the public, had fought adong and determined 
battle, and this night had they met around that board to 
celebrate the victory of the collective fight, and liail tho 
conqueror in another field who had so well performed bis 
part in tho battle of life, the most difficult battle we aro 
ever ccdled upon to wage. (Applause.) This was tho 
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(irst appointment from the profession iu Ceylon, and it 
initialed a system which would on tho ono band reward 
the local Bar, and on tho other would givo the utmost 
satisfactiou to the public, which had always desired an 
appointment of the kind, and by public demonstration 
luul hUowii every desii^o to use their best endeavours to 
attain tho advantage of a learned and experienced lawyer 
on IIjo Bench of the District Court of Colombo. 
I To iioed nut dwell long upju the subject, because 
tho gentlemen )>roscnl know all about it, but as 
tho (*xpressioi\ of the intention and object of the present 
demonstration ho w(Hild nlludo again to tho successful 
and lumouniblo carooi;of Mr. Kichard Morgan, and to 
the Cfunploto manuer in wliicb hi.s appointment to the 
District Court Bench had met public o.^)ectation; to 
tho periect sutisfiM^lion the appointment had given—tho 
nndoiibted ml vantage it would give to tho Court, the 
siiitovK, tlio liar and tho public; and tho advantage it 
would }>rovc to tho business department of the Court. 
Hu would allude to tho ivfonus Mr. Morgan was well fit 
am>dis])o.scd to introduce. Ho had no doubt his future 
career would rival his success at the Biir, and us an 
expression of the confidence of all present that it w<*uld 
bo so he w’ould propose full bumpers and throe cheers for 
tho Distinct Judge of Colombo. Ho himself (the Chair¬ 
man) had b(‘gun his prtdcbsioual cai*eer as a lawyer in 
Ceylon. Ho had been for nine years a member of the 
Ceylon Bar, and when he landed iu this colony the battle 
was being waged and he had witnessed the struggle to 
obtain a legal man for the District Judgeship, and now 
that tho S(»crctary of State rewarded tho colony with 
this iiiofttiinable boon, though indeed it was but common 
justice to the Bar as well as to tho mercantile public, he 
thought that the value of tho gift w^as enhanced by tho 
selection of Mr. Morgan. During the nine years, he 
(tho Chainnan) had been an Advocate in Ceylon, the 
struggle had been continued, and it was tho public, 
particularly tho inercautilo public, wliich had struggle^ 
to obtam this great reciuiremexit. The great object of 
their wishes was now happily accomplished, and tbe^ had 
Keen a good lawyer, an able and successful practitioner, 
and in every sense a fit member of tho Ceylon Bar, 
appointed to the place. As an expression of the satisfac- 
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tion of tlie Bar in the attainment of their dues of the 
public in the great advantage attained and of confidence 
in the judicial career of Mr. Morgan^ they would^ there¬ 
fore^ join in the toast of the evening and drink the health 
with all the honours of Mr. Richard Morgan^ the District 
Judge of Colombo. (Applause.) 

Mr. Mosoak said; Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen. 
I hope 1 am not using tho mere ordinary preface when a 
complimentary speech calls for a complimentary I'eply^ 
when I tell you I feel deeply grateful for the very kind 
and flattoring manner in which my health has been pro¬ 
posed and drunk. It is just sixteen years this day> Kir^ 
since I first applied to bo admitted a member of the legal 

P rofession. Notwithstanding the* groat lapse of time, 
have still a vivid recollection of my feelings that day, 
my anxiety 16st 1 should ever have cause to regret the 
stop I then took. Little did I conceive tha <4 1 should 
have kind friends waiting to afford tne every onoourago- 
znent and assistance and to choer mo oh in my path. 
Little did I conceive that I should bo called upon iu 
time to HU the more important office of administering 
justice, and that when on tuo eve of assuming its duties, 
these with whom I have laboured should think mo deserv¬ 
ing of the flattering demonstration of regard which 
you have shown me this day. You have done woU to 
remind U8, sir, that my appointment involves tho trial of 
an importont principle. 1 feel that apart from the per¬ 
sonal obligation 1 am under of striving to prove faithful 
to my trust, there is also the responsibility of showing 
as far as I can the expediency of appointiug professional 
Judges to the District Genehos. 1 feel tho full weight 
of th^at responsibility, but allow me in my turn to remind 
you that it is in vain for any Judge to expect to discharge 
himself from such a responsibility nnloss be meets with 
the cordial support and co-operation of 4he members of 
tbe Bar. Let me again thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the 
kind and handsome manner in which you have spoken of 
me, and you, Gentlemen, for tfap mittering reception 
to'hich you have given to the toast. If I have had to 
endure •toil and anxiety, wonying and heart-burning 
during the sixteen years I have laboured amongst you 
and with you-*^nd who can practise for that time at tho 
Bar without much toil and anxiety, much worrying aud 
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heart-burning 7<~I have my reward in the very encounag*' 
ing demonstration you have this day afforded ide of your 
regard and esteem (Applause.) 

Mr. Lorenz said ho had the pleasing task conferred on 
him of proposing the health of the Judges of the Supromo 
Court; and it was so much the more pleasing because to 
one of them he was a perfect stranger. Of him^ therefore^ 
he spoke with the disintorosteduess of a stranger^ who 
only echoed back the voice of the multitude which had 
reached him at a distance^ and told him of the Chief 
Justice as tho right man in the right place. And if he 
had ronderocl groat services from his seat on the Bcuch^ 
by discharging laborious duties since his arrival he had 
rendorod yet greatoi^ services in having so roadily 
recognisod and pressed forward the claims of one 
whom they could only charaetoriso as atio^er right 
man in another right place. It was to be regretted 
that none of the Judges wore present to participate 
in the joy which the appointment had produced; for two 
of them were absent fivm Colombo. The other, if he 
were present, would have claubtloss added to the general 
satisfaction of tlu^ oveuing by bearing willing testimony 
to tho jiulicial talouts of one whom be has known long 
and intimately. lint, in their absence, we may still 
remember them with kindness, and wish health and long 
life to tho Judges oE the Supreme Court. 

Mr. Moa(}an said: Mr. Chairman and Gontlemon, I 
doom it a privilege to bo allowed to propose the next 
toast on the list—the Quoon^s Advocate and the Bar of 
Ceylon. After having endured the strife and conflict of 
a professional life—and a p 1 ^/{cs 8 ioDal man has his strifes 
and conflicts sudden and quick in quarrel, seeking the 
bubble reputation^ ^ with divers more substantial etceteras 
—I have now reached another stage when 1 sink into— 
' the justice.^ (^Hie next line you must allow me to pass 
over on account of its gross pen^imality.) ^ With eyes 
* severe and beard of lorm^ cut, full of wise saws 
^and modern instances, and so to play that pait.^ 
Re moved, therefore, from professional duties it weR 
becomes mo to propose health and prosperity* to the 
Queen’s Advocate and the Bar of Ceylon. Of the 
Queen's Advocate I cannot resist the temptation to say 
a few words though it may seem indelicate to do so in 
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liia»presence. I refer in particular to his connection with 
the Ceylon Bar. I am not aware if it is generally known 
that it was when bo was only a member of the Ceylon 
bar that he was appointed to fill the high pont of Quoen^s 
Advocate of this island. Before then» gentlemen wore 
appointed to that office from the English, Irish and 
Scotch Bar, but his is the first instauco of an appoint¬ 
ment of a member of tho Ceylon Bar. it will not bo 
forgotten that shortly after the appointment took 
place, when troublous times caino over iia, wlieu ho 
TogardloBs of what might have been considered his own 
personal interest stood nobly forward as a witness 
betwoon the living and tho dead—bringing down upon 
him the wrath and displeasure iX the heads of tho Go- 
verumonthoro and in England—that it was said in detrac¬ 
tion of his n^erits that ho was but a member of tho 
Ceylon Bar. ^ But a member of tho Ceylon Sir I 

I would ask thoso who then spoke and thought in that 
manner, whether, viewing the matter calmly and dispas- 
sionatoly now, they do not feel compelled to mirnii that the 
place has—I will not say never boon hotter lillecl, for J 
can with truth go much fnrtncr—neverjbeen as well filled 
befwo ? Who can reflect upon the moral force which 
his appointment gave to tho Govcnimeiit both as regards 
tho suppression of crime and tho assertion of Ci*owd 
rights ? Who can look over our Htatutfj liook foi* the 
last few years and see the admirable laws therein appear¬ 
ing—admirable as well for thoir substance as for tho 
precision and simplicity of their language—without 
feeling the full force of that which I say ? Amply has 
he vindicated the credit of the Ceylon Bur, and bravely 
fought for its true interests whenever an opportunity 
arose for doing so, and whenever ho thought they could 
be promoted consistently with the public interests; 
and tho Ceylon Bar owe him, therefore, a dobt of 
gratitude which they can never sufficiently dis(^harge. 
In proposing success and prosperity to the Bar, I but 
express a wish which was over nearest and dearest to 
Ay heart. When we come to look to its state we can¬ 
not conceal from ourselves that there is much yet one 
could wish to see Otherwise, but it is equally clear that 
there has been a marked improvemont in the condition 
q! the Bar of late years, p^icularly in the out-station 
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towns. And with such an example as theQneen^B 
cate has afforded ns, with the example he hat set ns, 
whose memory is still sacred with us and uerer can be 
forgotten so long as the Ceylon Bar lasts, let us hope 
that the Bar will continue progressing and attaining all 
success and adyancement. It is not for me to spe^ in 
the language of advice^ but if there be one duty more 
than another for the Bar to fulfil in a country where the 
spirit of litigation is so preyalent and forms one of the 
Yices of the Native character, it is to consider and act as 
ministers of justice in aid of the Judge before whom they 
practice. It is idle to suppose that the spirit of litigation 
can bo checked by rendering access to Courts of Justice 
difficult or by doiiyiog suitors the aid of counsel, the 
effectual remedy to it can bo applied only by men at the 
Bar who would qualify their zeal for^ther client's 
interoats by coneiderationa affecting the general interests 
of justice—who, whilst they put forth all their influonco 
and ability td aid the suitor who is really wronged, 
will be equally zealous in their efforts to prevent the 
courts being used as instruments for working wrong 
and injustice. Gentlemen, of my sincerity in wishing 
well to tho Bar, in whose advancement I deem my -Jjwn 
personal interests to bo closely identified, you cannot 
doubt. Allow me to propose success aud prosperity to 
the Ceylon Bar and to its much rospoctod and esteemed 
head—tho Queen's Advocate. (Applause.) 

The Quern's Auvocatb rose after the conclusion of the 
toast proposed and, after briefly returning thanks on be¬ 
half of the Bar, said that he would call the attention of 
the gentlemen present to th6 toast he was going to pro¬ 
pose, which was the Magistracy of Ceylon, by which he 
meant to include the Commissioners of the Courts of 


Requests, the Police Magistrates and also the District 
Judges of Ceylon. He begged to correct the Chairman's 
impression that this was the first time a professional man 
had been appointed. Though in future they would be 
appointed by right, tbere had been appointments of the 
kAd in former times. He could also point to the ca6& 
of Mr. Langslow, an English lawyer, though there were 
certainly painful circumstances connected with his case, 
nor must it be forgotten that when Mr. Langslow left 
his seat, it was a person from the local Bar~ 
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nanelj, the learned Queen’s Advocate himself,—who 
was chosen as his successor* As for unprofessional 
Judges he must acknowledge that there wore many 
instances of ability amongst them, and that generally 
they were as satisfactory as could be expectea« 
Under the present arrangement of the public ser* 
vice, the District Judges of out-stations were generally 
unprofessional men, and the manner in which they have 


performed their duties makes them deserving of credit* 
From the opportunities which ho possessed of judging 
of the Magistrates he believed that they were actuated 
by a desire to discharge their duties eiiictontly: the 


Chairman had alluded to his oxperionco of uino years. Ho 
himself was much older, about Aeveoteeo years, as far 
as he could recollect just at the momout. He, in looking 
around ifie fable, could recognise but one gentleman 
present who was an Advocate and at the sam6 ^ime older 
m tho* profession than ho (Mr. Staples.) Ho had much 
experience of the Bar and tbo judicial ser^co of Coylou, 
and was sure the members of the Bar present would 
agree with him that the magistracy of Ceylon wero 
deserving of a special toasf on this ovpning. He would 
caU upon them and their guests to join with him when 
he proposed The Magistracy of Ceylon. ” 

Mf.Dalzisl said: Mr. Chairman and Gentlomon, I havo 
much pleasure in dining here on this occasion, which is in 
honour of our respected friend Mr. Kichard Morgan, on his 
elevation to the Bench of the District Court of Colombo. 


I expected good fare, cool champagne, and an in¬ 
tellectual treat; but I did not expect that I should 
have to make a speech. Ik seems, however, to devolve 
upon me to reply, in the criminal department, to the 
toast proposed by the honorable the Queen’s Advocate. 
I shall leave the civil side of the question to be dis¬ 
posed of by my civil, and more talbated, friend the 
Commissioner. I hope and may safely say for myself and 
brother magistrates, that we administer justice to the 
beat of onr knowledge and ability^ that we try to arrive 
ht right conclusions, which is a very difficult task, 
considering that amongst the lower orders of the 
natives falsehood is the rule and truth the exception. 
It has often happened to myself that, after recording 
evidence on both sides (for prosecution and defence) 
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I havo been puzzled to determine on which side 
the probability of truth lay. Some of us Magistrates 
are called unprofessional Judges. Bo it so. We have 
received some education, although we may not have 
eaten dinners at Lincoln's Inn; and having been long 
in our present omployment, we have read books, and 
after all, we know something. For my own part, when¬ 
ever 1 may bo wrung, I shall carry with me an honest 
feeling that I have dono my best under the circum¬ 
stances in which 1 have been placed to administer 
justice fairly, so far as i have been able to discover 
where tho truth lay. 1 bog to return thanks to the 
honorablo the Quoou^b Advocate for proposing tho health 
of the magistracy of Obylon, which I reply to after this 
fashion; and I leave iny civil friend opposite to speak 
for himself. • 

Mr. said : Mr. President and Gentlemen, our 

worthy Police Magistrate, in returning thanks for the 
magistracy of Ceylon, has coubuod himself to the criminal 
side of the toast, and would not, with his long experience, 
travel beyond bis jurisdiction. Ho has left me to deal 
with the ' civir branch, and &hus extortod, or tried to 
extort a speech from me-^a capital ruse, and though not 
uncivil, yet somewhat uncivilized. I am quite taken by 
surprise, for I did not come here to make a speech. 
However, tho unstudied promptings of ono^s feelings 
are, 1 should think, far moro acceptable than tlio more 
studied effort of the closet. 1 am not disposed to take 
tho sins of tho civil magistracy of this country upon my 
shoulders, which are only broad enough to bear my own: 
yet though not deputed, I nevertheless thank you, on 
its behalf. But I should desire to address you, now that 
I am required so to do, in my professional rather than 
in my official capacity, and this I will do very briefly. 
After a variety of'' trials and misfortunes of no ordinary 
character, and with impaired health caused in a great 
measure by tho sedentary and arduous duties of my 
office, it is refreshing me, after a lapse of years, thus 
to meet the members of the profession to which 1 belong^ 
and which I had embraced in early life. I have for 
some time past given up all entertainments, and am not 
seen at suen anywhere; but I could not persuade myself 
to stay away on the present occasion, and a wrong 
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coflstructioii might bo put upon my absence. 8o^ bore 
1 am, to* join you in doing bononr to your own profession 
and to your particular guest of the evening. Grontlotnen, 
I am addressing you as the oldest member of your Bar^ 
and as the oldest member of the legal profession in this 
country. The Queen^s Advocate has pointedly alluded 
to myself, when he told you that there is but ono 
Advocate at this table, whom ho found hero on his arrival 
in this colony, lie and others by far my juniors in the 
profession have been more fortunate than myself. They 
have livod perhaps la more liberal times. But this is no 
reason why 1 should envy their advaucomont, for neither 
that nor hypocrisy is, as you kno^ among the number of 
my virtues. I forbear, despite tho ojiportunity that 
oners, to ppoak of myself; it would bo out of place, and 
perhaps in bad taste. I rather, therefore, join you in 
wishing him who has boon advanced to U)C District 
Bench ^ of Colombo every lutppiueas in his^now position. 
Nay, more, 1 hope for the honour of tho local Bar, ho 
may moot with still higher advancement; that at tho 
first opportunity which may^offer, ho may bo ^ised to the 
Bench of the highest court. If tho QnoQn^H Advocate 
meant that, by having boon raised to the District Bench 
of Colombo, ho has met with the highest hoDOurs of his 
profession here, 1 do not agreo with him. If ho be fit 
for the ono ho h equally fit for the other. And I 
cannot sec why ho, as well as others, should not look 
forward to this distinction. 1 hoartily hope ho may 
secure it. In turning to the younger members of my 
profession, (and I sue among them some of my own 
pupils) may I bo permitted to urge upon them tho 
necessity of perseverance and improvement in their 
course to secure prosperity in their honourable calling. 
Let me urge them in particular not to the cause of 
the poor and tho friendless, the widow^'and the orphan, 
for that of tho worthy and the poworful—and never if 
they can help it, to allow might to triumph over right. 
Gentlemen all, with cordial wishes for your welfare, 
&ay you and each and all of yon, under every adverse 
circumstance, be prosperous in your profession, possess 
a clear conscience, and tho enjoyment of a happy homo 1 
(Applause). 

oeing called upon by the Chairman, Mr J. Alwis spoke 
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as follows: Mr Chairmac, I am glad that it has falloz^ to 
tny lot to proposo the toast of an honourable body of men^ 
for whom we have the highest respect^ to the greater 
part of whom we are much indebtedj and amongst whom 
we are still ablo to number our principal guest; I mean 
'The Legislative Council of Ceylon/ (Cheers). I believe, 
sir, I have the concurrence of all who are here present 
when I say that the public arc much indebted for a great 
many of the privileges which wo enjoy, to that honourable 
Council—at least to those members whom I have the 
pleasure to see around this board. The services of the 
honourable the Queen’s Advocate, both in and out of Coun¬ 
cil, and moro especially that bone5ity which peculiarly 
cbaracteri;sos his conduct, is justly appreciated by a 
discerning public. In proof of this, 1 beliov?, sir, it ia 
needless t9 refer to anything more than his strictly 
impartial ic^onduct during that troublous period of }84o, 
to which our worthy guest has so feelingly and deli¬ 
cately alluded—conduct for which he has justly won 
the admiration and esteem of all right-minded men 
in the co^ny. (Cheers). to the honorable and 
learned gentlemoo, whom wc have the honour of enter* 
taining this night, 1 bolievo, sir, I express the opiidon 
of all who arc horo present when I say that we are 
much indebted to him. It was not very long ago that 
he effected a reform in our courts which would have 
reflected honour on the greatest statesmen in any coun¬ 
try. Need I remind you that I allude to his valuable 
services during the debate upon tho Police Courts bill, 
when he obtained for the colonists the privilege of sending 
professional men to the ufinor courts of this island. 
(Cheers). You will doubtless have observed the talent 
and ability which he brought to bear upon the discussion 
of that most important question—nay, the wonderful 
promptitude wifh which he rose on his legs, to move an 
amendment, immediately upon bis defeat on a motion, 
which perhaps he thought more constitutional. (Cheers). 
I bannot also forget, sir, the services of the other honour¬ 
able member here present, Imeantbe gentleman on my left 
(Hr. Dawson). It is, sir, to his perseverance in Council, 
and the valuable suggestions of the honourable and learned 
gentleman of whom I have already spoken, that we may 
attribute the withdrawal of tho Verandah bill, an ordi- 
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ftnrtft by wliich it was attempted to concontrata in one 
solitary rndividual, tbougb perhaps a very talented gen* 
tleman yetj comparatively^ a stranger in the island^ all 
the powers in respect to encroachments which have boon 
properly and blamelessly executed by a board of compo- 
tent men. Look, sir, to these results; and who could be 
so indifferent as not to fool, and who so nngi'ateful as 
not to acknowledge, the value of the sciTices roudorod 
by the unofficial in embers, amidst many difficulties, and 
in a limited sphero for nsefuluess. (ChoerH.) Sir, 1 
trust that the time is not very distant—1 htipo it will 
soon oomo—ovcm boforo the present he^wl of the (Tovorn- 
moiit shall have left our shores—when we shall rejoice to 
find that their sphero for usefulness has been ex tend od, 
that tlie element in the nuofficia! ninks of the Council 
has boon eolnrgcd, and that we have obtained a logis- 
latiiro lu which the beterogouous luteit'sts of ♦tin's rising 
colony* shall be duly represented. (Cheers.) / would, 
sir, most willingly culai^o upon this and H<i?ne other tojiics 
suggested to my mind, topics of the most inomontous 
importance to ns, to the piu)lie, and to the J^iughaloso in 
general, but T desist; for J think, sii>1hiK is neitlior the 
tinT(‘ nor place for their con.sidoratiou. I Ixdleve, how* 
ever, T hare said enough before introducing Iho toast 
which it is iny privilege to pn^poso to*niglit—and which 
I now call up<m yon goutlotnen, to join mu in drinking— 
‘ l^ie health of the official and imr>fli(*ial in embers of the 
Legislative Council of Ceylon.* 

Mr. Dawson briefly n?turiicd thanks. 

Mr. AIokqan said: Mr.. Chairnniu and (Icntlemun, 1 
cannot allow the company fo separate witb<mt pro])osing 
another toast—tlic health of Mr. Lavellierc. Though 
the vindication of a most important prfneiplc has pre¬ 
vented bis confirmation on the of tbo Colombo 

court, wu must bear willing testimoii^' (o the anxiety 
whieh he always evinced to do what was right, and to the 
amiability of temper and kindlirmss f»f disposition which 
have won for him the esteem vf those who practised 
before him. Ilis resolve to go to England and fit him- 
Holf foV professional duties is a noblo one, and a resolve 
which, considering his years and service, does him 
extreme credit. I am sure I but express the wish of 
every member of the Bar when I say that^aftor having 
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properly prep8>red himself for the profession^ and having 
been duly admitted into it>~-Done will rejoice more 
sincerely in his judicial advancement than the members 
of the Ceylon Bar. Mr. Lavelliere—long life and success 
to him I (Tremendous cheering.) 

Mr. Looia Neu, on being c^Jed upon bv the Chairman 
to propose a sentiment^ rose and said : That it was the 
suggestion of Mr. Tjorenz that he should propose tho 
health of tho Chairman, which he would have much 
pleasure in doing. A public dinner was analogous to a 
public mooting, and if at the latter a vote of thanks was 
always returned to the Chairman at tho close of tho 
pmcoodings, pmposuig tho health of tho Chairman on 
tho present occasiou would fully carry out tho analogy; 
and carry it out in that agreeable manner which bad 
charactorissod all tlio pmceodings of the night. And 
hero, ho Lnt bound to allude to tho peculiar diflieulty 
of tho Chairmau^s task, when so many varied preju¬ 
dices met around tho excitement of a plentiful board, 
when in the arraugemeat of tho company and in tho 
great tact with winch tlicprajeodiuga were directed into 
new cLaiiuels, as 4lic fi*oodom of discussion allowed on 
such uu occasion brought into strong and contrasted 
lights the sentiments of tho different speakers. Ho 
would allud(5 to some of the more salient points in the • 
public expression of the sentiments of the meeting, A 
pointed allusion was inndo to unprofessional Judges and 
a special response wius entered on their behalf, (by Mr. 
Dal?:id) the free liumouroua expression o( individual 
opinion in which must have mot with some opposition in 
the minds of tho company piVsent. Now, ho would say 
for himself tliat it was well known he had not practised 
long as he had not voluntarily chosen his jn'ofession, 
HO that his expeyieuco of it was not much, but he 
could confidently answer for tho honourable conduct of 
many who had sprung up with himself, but lately from 
boyhood and school-time t-o sock an honourable liveli¬ 
hood in the profession of the law. He was too youug^ 
and inoxpenonend to speak of their seniors; but from 
what ho bad scon, and ho could point more partifcularly 
to a gentleman (Mr. Driebcrg) who was present, there 
ought to be many well worthy of setting a good example 
to their juniors. Many of his own class of people, as 
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spfung from the European stocks^ whatovoi' their appear¬ 
ance might he, have inherited great ({ualities from their 
ancestors. As for the Native gentlemen ho ucoil only say 
that day after day it was their mcrcasing success that 
was stirring up the Eastern apathy which wo had also 
acquired, and forcing us to oinulato tbcut and thus exhibit 
the dormant bat fine qualities of tho race. If any of 
them had exhibited any oj)position to any nuanbor of Iho 
magistracy it was in the discharge of irkoir public duty, 
and he, though he hcbl a liumblo position in tlic Bur, 
may have done mo, but for himself and others present, ho 
availed lnias<df of the genialities of tho uecasiun and of 
the opportunity afforded by the Chairman to respond to 
some portion of tho address of one of onr principal Ma¬ 
gistrates #wh(; Iiad so frankly, and humourously tonclied 
on some topics, which in public lif<* had qaiisod sumo 
unpleasautness. lie must not witlidnvw his (»\vn Innnblo 
testimony to uuprobissioual dudges, and would allude to 
Major Forbes, a Military olHccr, who was as eflicient a 
Judge as ho was a classical scholar and wHUn* on Ceylon. 
He would next alludo to equally fine expression of 
feeling and Rcntiinont ou tho part <>ii Uio twin n^sponso 
(Mr. Staples) to tho toast of ' the Magistracy of Ceylon,' 
and lio would say that many id the circum.^taiiccs 
referrod to were, no doubt, painfully true; but siicli 
was always the order of life, and such often the lot of 
the ablest and most tahmted of mortals. To speak more 
pointedly he would say under such circumstances one 
had always consolation as a mao, a gentleman and a 
Christian. As man aloiioho could n;cur to the histories 
he read in scliool-titnc of^tlmso stern old Itoinans who 
had bo mo tho reverses of life with sjdeudid foitilinlo. 
And besides .such artificial helps to mir jduIoKo])hy, llnn’o 
was tho remembrance of past and ^undoubted success 
and tho congcion suess of ondeavourlng to di^cliarge tho 
duties of tho present hour. Besides that, they were 
met to colei)rate the privilege Hccurod to tho wliolu 
^profession. If when the good oi the imited whole was 
securod one individual inevitably snffeivd, tho case was 
not without its own consolation. IJcdidcs those striking 
contrasts of individuality, ho would allude to tho little 
obullitioQs of a dinner table, which showed how heartily 
each expressed opinion was held; and even the most 
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oppoRito opinions could meet around a festive board to 
find the most agreeable settlement which such an oppor¬ 
tunity always alfordod. To borrow a comparison from 
the science of music^ ho would compare it to a discord, 
which may be struck, but which must inevitably find 
Itself changed into harmony- (Applause.) 

The CifAiiiJifAN said he rose to acknowledge tho com¬ 
pliment paid to him by tho goutloman who had just 
spoken. II 0 felt tho compliment conveyed <and appre 
ciatod the tonus in which it was conveyed. His health 
had boon jiro|>oscd, us tho Chairman on this occasion, and 
ho was compliiueiiled on the ability with which ho hud 
discharged his dutio; us President, and it see mod that ho 
was also orc^ditod with^the managemont of tliis jmblic 
deiunnstration and l!io umtoubbMlJy admirable, arrange- 
monts with which it was so plcswuntly and succossfully 
carried out 5 ;‘bt(t a Konso of justice compelled him to give 
the cn.'dit where it was <lne—to the vice Chnirinail—Mr. 
Frederick <le Summ. It whs ho who had made all the 
OKCcllout amtngemenls and attended to the various 
iniuutiio which had contributed to the success of the 
whole design. Chuirnian, he (Mr. Selby) had con¬ 

tributed any usefulness, Ih^ wa^ but loo glad tohjTve 
done so. Jle must acknowledge that much that was 
hitherbi cuufijctiug luul now nict in u public aud social 
I nan no r : aud he deeply ivgi'etted that it had not bf'cu 
so before, ffo hoped that tho Bar would have many, 
many opportunities like the pi*eseiit and cairied o* t in 
the samo manner. The inoiv varied tho sentiments that 
had mot tliis evening, the greater the compliment paid 
to their guest (pointing to 11. Morgan, ou his right.) 
It was he who by his hououi*able aud .successful career 
liad given such an opportunity to the society of Colombo 
—and ho could only repent it—that the oftener such 
meetings wei’e repeated tho better. (Applause.) 

Tho party soon after broke up- 


• • VIII. 

[Edmdfrom the Colombo ObsorveF^ of December 29^/t» 
l8o6, on a 2 )j)ointvient ae Acting PniBue 

Judice.’\ 

Au event exceedingly gi*atifyLDg to the people of this 
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comntry haB occurred in tbo elevation of a member of the 
local BaV to the Bench of the Supremo Comi;. Mr. R. 
F. Morgan was sworn in as Acting Puisne Justice, on 
the evening of Wednesday last, in the proseuco of a 
largo .senibiage. The usual salute was fired fiN:>m tbo 
esplanade. The Chief Justice, Sir CAicrKNTEn Uowk, who 
administered the oaths, thus addressed Mr. Morgan :— 

^ . Justice Mouoan,—L et me cougratulato you thus 

publicly on your promotion^ (shaking him by the hand), 
'and I must* (turning to tbo Bur) 'congratulate the Bai* 
on the appointment of so distiuguisliod a moinbcr of 
their body. It must satisfy them that iu our profession, 
abilities, and character, iiud pei’severanco will ever meet 
with their 1 * 0 ward/ • 

After }}\i) swearing in, the Bar and crowds of all 
classes waited on Mr. Morg;ui, in chauibers, to oftcr 
their congratulations. 

Whbn the new Puisne Justice left the JJistriet Cuui*t 
on Monday, the members of Iha Bar waited iu chambers, 
(they wished to address Mr. Morgjvu publicly, but at his 
request did not do so) topress their regret at losing 
liitu from the District Court, but ulsy to add their cou- 
gi^itulatious on his elevation. 

There is but ouo feeling amongst the community—that 
Mr. Morgan's elevation is well deserved, and that his 
eojubntfc will justify his selection U) fill s<i higlPati uffico. 
'^harlos Ktewart is to act as District Judge of 
' ‘ in' until Mr. liawson is able to take the jjust. 


. IX. 

If a Letter from Str HENKY G. WARD to \h\ 
Mon/ou^ o)i rec/mwi^iudinff him fiyi* Iho ofio'. of Artin<j 
Advveata.’] 

Queer's House, Coi/)MiiO, 
Uove.mlmr 10/A, 18*5 7. 


My pear Sju,— After tho fullest consideration that I 
can give to the subject, I tliiuk that there is no one in 
*thc colony whom I can recommend to Mr. Labouchcro 
for the acting appointment of Queen’s Advocate, with 
so fair a prospect of seeing the duties of that important 
office satisfactorily performed, as I shall have in submit* 
ting your name to him as Mr. Selby's locim tenen^f. 
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Your high standing at the Bar, your experience in the 
Legislative Council, and the capacity that you have 
evinced as a Judge, while acting as a member of the 
Supreme Court during Mr. Sterling's absence, afford the 
host security that T sliall find in you the qualities that 
arc roquircd for tho Executive Council, while your inti¬ 
mate acquaintance with tho cliai-actor and habits of tho 
native population will give additional value to your 
views upon all matters connected with their interests. 

I have, therefore, much pleasure in making this pro¬ 
posal to you. I understaud that two Judges can carry 
on tho bnsitioss now before tho Supremcj Court, until 
Mr. Sterling’s retiiin, without inconvenience, and I 
should thovefoTO wish you to assume tho duties of 
Queen’s Advocate at once, as there is inucjti to be done 
during tho rcnmitiing month of the session. 

• Pray believe me, 

• Yours very faithful and obedient, 

{Signedj H. 0. Wabd. 


[Copn of n Letter from the Into Sir W. C. HOWE, Chief 

Juftire of Stijtrcme Court of CcijIon.'\ 

MalAOAKANDY, Co[.OMB(), 
Novimhe^r '[7th, 1857. 

My dbab Justicb Mokoan, —I eongnilulato you sin¬ 
cerely on your appointinout, and I think tho public is to 
bo oongratuliitod ulsi* on the ftjloction of one so capable 
of doing justice to the office. 

T shall always lo<jk back with pleasure to the confiden¬ 
tial intercourse which has prevailed bet^vceu us during 
the time of your occupying a seat on the Bench of the 
Supreme Court, and trust that whatever may be your 
future official position, tho good opinion which we have 
had an opportunity of forming of each other, may not , 
fail to be peipctuated both in public and private. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) W. C. Rowi. 
The Honourable Mr. Justice Moeqan. 
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• XI. 

[Extract froyn the CoylonTimes” of Augxuit 1858, 
containing the addrest^of the Bar to Mr. Morgan on his 
departure for Efighnd.'] 

Thb Honokaulb Mr. R. F, Moiwak.— '^^v. Morgan has, 
by the Nemesis, loft oiir shores for England for a short 
time, to ^ cat his tcmiH/ as tho probation in called, to 
make him an English Barrister, thus onabling him to 
hold tho highcHt judicial position on his return to Ceylon. 
It is his second visit to Britain, and well will h(^ bo 
4 i‘ voyage. Nothing conid do more honour 

to his taUnils, urbanity, and strictly nobloqiuilitics, than 
tho addrc'^s fi*oni lus compeers, tvhicli wo print hoh>w. 
In strict integrity as a gontloinan, in legal attainments 
as a lawyer, iti public and private life Mr. Mr^rgan has 
gained tno sufTrages n{ tho people of Coylotf^ Ho is on 
tho * rolling wuteis,^ on liisway to our far distant Home, 
and as an honest man wo wish, (lod speed him. 

Wo wot wi'll of his career, and wo n^gret that in 1818 
wo took a wrung view of h^s motives, Strange it is how 
tho ;//<(.vx is lijtiitg. The very men wjiu have been most 
alyusod, turn out to bo the ^ real salt/ 

Mr. Morgan takes with him the most heartfelt wishes 
for his welfare. 

Th(5 lung array of tho luimos of his br<»tliev members 
of the Bar show how Rich an! Kraneis Mui*ga.n is 
esteemed by them. Finiher comment would st^uu like 
adulation:— 

• QftLOMiiOf AiigNMl IlLli, IhT.S, 

SlB,—^Though fiti sevcT.d 4 >«»vxoa% oc<*iwiiiibf wo Imvc litul i,b(' at 

tendonnp to yow of tho ri^tcom ond rr»poi*t wo oijjiTt.Hn towiinlj 

yon, yot wo oauii<»t, in biililiug you farowoll, dony ourM*lvi»H tho op]Kni,uuilw 
of one*' moi'o fxprcsduj^ our aiiprociatioD, nf»t only of Mie iiap.iHi.iJ .ind 
sURiduous illFch.u tjo of tho'to I ufilin «Jati(w whiuh you wi*r(* cnfloil upon to 
porfonn, huttho m.sny «<•<*< jf priv^ite Viiuhic^T^-^^id tlc» wjrtii HytupivUiy 
which yon b.ivu auitorjuly maiiif(*HU'd tuwnrdd nhie.h thu 

honours ublcH Unvc* >MH'n ronf» wd ou you, nor th»' hmivy o-UIh of duty, bavo 
abated or with. 

Wo wtah you a atnpy and pr spi>roaii yoys^», and Cb-J, hoou 

to welcome YOU to tlio count ry whloa ii pniud t<» f)wn yon, fitid to tho 
•profeasiou which you have adorned by your (ulcutxj and your virtues. 

, Wo have tho honour io be, Sir, 

Your UMt obodicot aod faithful servaatx^, 

C«ARLi:s;u. Rtbwart, I Hrkkv Diah. 

(Queen's Advocate I H K Mutukihisa. 

JORN S£LBY. I TnOMAH RtST. 
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C. A. Lorkkz. 

OWKK MOHGAK. 

M. OonMARASWAMY. 

V. JAYKTIfilSR. 

Wll.LIAM MokCAK. 

John Dkiebkhg. 

If. C. Priks. 

(VtLUtAM HtORK. 

r. il. L Vanokuktraaten. 

F. J. Dk Saram. 

A. S. Akohkk. 

Jamrs Alw?h. 

V. \V. VANnilRSTUAATKK. 
J. A. Maktkm^z 

U. F. Moi((;an, R**!., Oistnct^JiR 


G. B. Kelaabt. 

P. B. VANDKBBTRAATtK. 
I), A. E. Dia 8. 

Henry Ball. 

J. H. De Sababc. 

J. P. Pbina. 

J. W. Orb. 

if. A. Wavbea'RNaden. 
Jasir.s Dk Lkvkra. 
Ali'bkh De Leweba. 
liOCiR Kell. 

J. Dr M. Asrerappa. 

(j. l)K ZlLVA. 

Fkhi>rui<:k C. Loos. 

Coloiniw. 


n H L y. 

Galli:, Atu/Kxt IGth, 1858. 

My dbac FiTfKNDB,—Accept my fiiuceru thaukB for 
your kind aud valuable letter which has just boeu 
handed to me* ^ 

Tlio many toRtiTi¥)Uiul« T have received from you of late 
iviidcr tills ndditional piwf of your regard unucccssafy, 
but I a])])rcciale not the less on that account tho kind* 
uesH which dictated, and tho warmth aud frieuJlinoss of 
fooling which mark, the tone of your proseut commuuica- 
tiuu. One effect which testimonials of this kind arc 
calculated to pi*odaco, is that they hum bio a man, and 
make hitii strive to overcome the shortcomings which tho 
partiality of friends has overlooked, aud to prove deserv¬ 
ing of the jiniise which theif kiuduess has ascribed to 
him. 1 pray that this effect may bo realised in me. 
Whilst Ibankfiil for the tostiniomal, emanating as it 
does fi'om friends ^with whom it was niy privilogo to 
labour, and to \flioKo ready co-opcratiou aud snppox*t 
I mainly owe whatever measmx* of success I may have 
been hoi-otoforc spared to enjoy, I pray that it will 
only #iirni.sh mo with additional incentive to do my, 
duty honestly and conscientiously, in whatever situation 
<d life it may please God to place me. Farewell. 

KjcuapvD F» Morgan. 

To Messrs. C. Stewart, J. Selby, II. Dias, etc., etc. 
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XII. 

[C^ of the Teetimonial given by the Judgee of the 
Supre'ine Oowrt of Oei/Zon, to promote Mr. Morgan's 
rail to the English Bar."] 


Colombo, November 26fA, 1858. 

Dear Sir, —Understanding that jonr application to 
bo called to the English Bar is now before the Benchers 
of Lincoln's Inn, we have much pleasure in stating that, 
before your appointment as District Judge of Colombo, 
you were long the loader of the Bar in this colony ; and 
that in both those positions, as well as in that of acting 
Puisne Justice of the Supreme Court, your learning, 
character, and sei’viccs have been such as to command 
the entire respect of the Bench, as well as of the Bar. 

We can further add that, both in regard to tho duties 
of the District Court, and to tho oecossit^—in conse¬ 
quence of the contemplated absence on Titavo of Mr. 
JusticoTemple-^f your being soon called upon to resume 
your formor temporary position in the Supreme Court, it 
is very csscotial to the public service that your own 
absence from Ceylon should not bo protracted beyond 
the end of tho ensuing month of Marpn, 1859. 

Tours veiy faithfully, 

(Signed) W. C. Rows, C.J. 

( „ ) Paul Stkelino, Sen. P.J. 

( „ ) C. Temple, P.J. 

B. F. Morgan, Esq. 


XIII. 

\Popy of a Letter from Sir H, G. WARD, tcritten immedi- 
■itely after Sir W. C. Rowers death-l 

r 

My dear Sir,— I am too nnwell to write much, for the 
shock of poor Sir W. Rowe’s death brought on a return 
of fever, which still hangs about me. 

I had, before receiving your letter, suggested to the 
Secretary of State the propriety of duly considering your 
claims to the permanent appointment on the Bench, if 
the promotion goes locally. But that is a matter over 
which I have no control. A new Chief Justice, uncon- 

49 
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nectod with the island, may be appointed. It rests 
entirely with the Secretaiy of State, and we shall not 
have his decision for some time. 

Yours very faithfully, 

(Signed) H. G. Waeu. 
The Honourable Mr. Justice Mokoan. 


XIV. 


MR. MOnOAN’S PRE-EMINENT POSITION AT THE BAR. 

An interesting testimony to Mr. Morgan’s position as 
a practising advocate is to be found so a mock memonal 
to H. E. Sir G. W. Anderson, k.c.b., tho Governor, 
which was published in tho Colombo Obmvrcer in Novem¬ 
ber, 1853. Mr. Morgan is there spoken of as holding 
briefs in three hundred and nincty-nino cases out of four 
hundrod. "Vespa,” as the memorialist signs liimsolf, 
says:— 

' YoarEseollenc;'a,C()an«ilhM enMt«d»l&w<lirootifiaallappoala from the 
MvenU Dirt net Oourti to bo heard to and &ot ae or old on circuiti 

the main ramon ueigned for tbia alteration waa (and could only have 
been) that tho vntere^$ of sivUors would be bettor cowdted from thoir thni 
having grooter facilities to engage learned counsel, who it wai said would 

f isy groator attootioB to their bnefs wii^ their law librarioK at thoir olbows 
ban it was thooght (very erroneoaslj) thoj did in the burry attendant on 
oircuiti.^ ' 

If Yonr Excellency will but condescend to ask Tour Excellency's friend 
Mr« liichard Morgan (than whom no person is hotter compotont to expreas 
flA opinion on tho qnedtton) bow the new practice has worked, ho will tell 
you that this advantage to saitors of cnga^i^ clever oounsol h&s been 
secured only by an acenmulation of bnsinees. and oonseonently bv snoh 
Tdzatioai delay os never existed under tho olu He will teO Tom' 

Excellency that from his being engagod in S99 out of the 400 oases in appeal 
he bobeves himself competent to onor an opinion and that really ho most 
confess tho schomo to be a—failure. As an illustration of the working of 
the improved system, he will put a case" to Your Excellenoj, and no lees 
an one than tho Pahsok^Sblby drama stUl lying dormant in the Bogirtrar's 
office but which undor tho former system have boon settled nu)nt}iS ago ! 
He will pot another case"—that of his ingenious client Hr. Clerihew who 
after having nndergone vast expense in saouring a potent for his heated^air 
and inimitable fans, is dopri^d of his advantages because forsooth Mr. 
Eadieulena's counsel ornunsED to a {heading abont a horgtoforg not being 
a tlber^&fe^ and an appeu on the mom^tems question (which under tho good 
old role would have been decided in a/ortwv^w's time, beii^ an interloontory 
oneV has for the loat m monkha and more been awaiting the ooUeotive 
wieaom of hononrable Judm 11 

The leamed conniel wul farther teQ Tonr Exoellenoy that he bos long 
nsxoo given up answering letters Vrotn oui^stotion Proetoisr^arding the ^te 
of their i^pesds or of making excuses for not doing so, as it really oi * ‘ 
to be expected of him 
he once had ocoaeion 


B or of making excuses for not doing so, as it really ought not 
of httn cOBsiueriDg the postage (to the ezorbitaaoy or whkh 
loaeion to allu^ in hie plsioe in the Legislative Oounoil) and 


(1) The typography of the letter ee it appiared in the Oolombo new» 
paper Is folIovM. 
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thj amonnt of work—work^work—which morcliant® fttkd Proctors aro 
doforraiuod to out of hiiu os & tax oii his Uloat. 

Ho will^oll lOur Excollcucy thut suitore at nat.sfaiious couniilor it ruoro 
eatisfootory to huvn their Proctors preseat at tho blearing of tlitfir nppcals» 
and tiiiit it is unrou^onablo to expovt iu ColouiU) Proctors >^Lo buvn b(«ou 
iustiiictcd to pmpun^ briefs for biiu, that ucijuaiiitnoco with the inuUiKu’ioiis 
hobitflj customs and hiwaof JalTiiu Hud tbo Kandyuti Pr«»viiicos to cnabto 
biui to picsoot to tbo Adv'ocato as sui isliHMory u view of theii* cuw‘9 ivs 
clients muy lUhtly vy^ct frotu tho Prodors they biive paid for tliut jmrjJObO. 

He will tell Your Excclleuey that iu spite of :dl H<Uicts uTid wtfion, ebents 
V'ill coino to him HtoniUj from the KortU, and the South, atul tbo Kast and 
the WcHt, ut in'^at incoDveuieucu uJid cxiHmmj to emtairu uftor their cuscs^ 
nnd that hucIi a staU* of affaira niis not contemplated by tlio tu^w i^yMlem 
urd aeeordx unt with the boasted priiieiplo of tbiK eiilichtened Government 

fltdi fthovld hr to the of tho 

He will tell VoiiT tiuit bisbii' brother Willisim and his Hmiablo 

fvinid Mr. Hius, who sharo with him the pnicticc in the Buprrmr Court, an> 
siKliiug for llio good old circuit’ day6 w*itb uU Ihcir aeMH^hUitmH of tmvid lUid 
aceuiDulfi;to<l retainers. He will take tbo opirtirfimify to nasure Yoiiv Kxcel. 
lonoy, that deprived of the aOvunta^s of bearing the urgiunents of connsol 
in nptx’al, pven I'voctors ut ouUst atums 8f> far from adiuncing in their pro* 
Fessmri fall lamlutably behind the age, and are found to toloruto tho very 
un warrant a hlo suspicion^ that if to honourable JudgOH tho counsel ** ti.t 
proclaim it is Digbt” ** they dccUro they Ixdiold tho Moou and tbo 

Stars 

& fir from questions nviumog di*ep legal lore in their Iblutuui a rising ia 
appeal*C!is6A, ho will toll xour Kxcidloney thttivow-fetithf* of sueh uupcids 
ava from dndiogs ou /acts which Diatrict Judjp^Ahave no bnrrii*aded hj iha 
cipcimtstfinces t/f the <a.<o unef the lU^yneanour <*J u'lVor.s^eft im most offeotually 
to ki^xj A(Ucreates ut bay. Your Kxcollency will ind lull to suriilinixo that 
rirtilde twitch on jonr notionrablc frnmd's lips (which all his xMof'SKioua) 

S avity not contml,^ as ho thiy diKclosea tlio extent ot thut »'{se dwrro- 

«n by which unprofesiuonal Judges so well refnU* the Kcundal of iucax>ucity 
sosoftou nude ogainst them by iMmgted nirtieA. 

He will asHur^ly tell Your Hxoellcncj that >vrA appeals can bu boKt siftod 
on circuits w*ith the assistance of tho Proctors cnguginl in the several cusus, 
ntid that the cj'cepfionai cases of law can bo reserved for tbu collective 
wisdom in Colombo aisombled. 

Ho w'ill toll Your Exctdloncy Umt IntcrtocviffTf/ appeals arc vaniHliiug fast, 
•^nd why ? Because a Proctor would rather flnhmtt to or irroguLLr oi^or or 
the caprice of a Judge at a sacrifico of hiscHentV intcrost, than tnko an 
ai>pcal and have the cuo put back nearly a twulvenioutb; when irremediable 
mischief might ensue from so long a delay. 

It is absurd to reckon the paltry erpeuse attendant on a fortnight’s or 
even a month’s prolonged stay of tho Judge on circuit for the purpose of 
disposing of appeals when this savftig to tbo ruvenuo is only to bo sccuro<l by 
a disregard of too pablic interest and an impainnl confidcDco in tbo udminis- 
tration of justice. 


XV* 

CALLED TO THE BAH. 


Ceylon Timea,^^ 241 h December 1858.J 

* I( ever any one fairly earned the diatiuction that has 
been awarded by the Benchers of Lincoln's Inn, it is 
Mr. B. Morgan^ who has been called to the Bar by that 
honourable society after five days. Mr. Morgan peti¬ 
tioned for a dispensation on the Sth of November last. 
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A special council of the Benchers met on the I2th when 
the Lords Justices Knight, Bruce and Turner mpved his 
call. The Benchers thonght, and rightly too, Hhat 
Mr. Morgan’s long practice at the Bar, the high offices 
held hy him and the prospects open to him, evidenced 
by a flattering despatch addressed by Sir E. Bulwer 
Lytton to the Bonchci*s forwarding certain despatches 
from Sir TT. Ward, rendered his case a very proper one 
for a dispensation •* which was accordingly granted. 
Wo wish every one tho customary compliments of tho 
season j and to Mr. 71. Morgan many happy returns of 
tho day, that ho may long wear the honours so fairly 
won. 


XVI. 

POSITION OP THE BUROOERS IN 1869. 

{"Colombo Oheerver.J 

% 

In tho Madras Civil Service, over which Sir Charles 
Trevelyan presides, there is not a single Bast Indian or 
Native. How different tho cage is in Coylon our readers 
are aware. More thftn once, in reviewing tho Govom- 
ment calendars, we have analyzed the list of tho Ceylbn 
Civil Service and shewn how largo a proportion of 
Ceylonese gentlemen it embraced. We think the public 
organ of tho Ceylonese ought not to ignore tho fact: 
indeed a graceful and gpn.toful acknowledgment of it 
would not he out of place. Why, at this moment the 
honourable Mr. Morgan is Senior Puisne Justice of tbe 
Supreme Court, most ably discharging the duties of that 
high post. Tie owes the acting appointment to Sir 
H. Ward, and tho Governor is most anxious to get him 
confirmed as a Judge of the Supreme Court. His fixed 
appointment is thflt of ‘District Judge of Colombo on 
£1,200 a ^ear; as Acting Justice he draws £1,500. 
Then, acting for Mr. Morgan while ho retains his own 
office, ,we have Mr. Deputy Queen’s Advocate Stewart, 
brother of the able East Indian gentleman who died * 
Acting Queen’s Advocate of Ceylon. Mr. Stewart, we 
believe, draws at tbe rate of £1,600 a year. A. third 
court—the Court of Requests,—is ahly presided over by a 
burgher gentleman, Mr. C. H. de Saram, whose claims 
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the Governor most handsomely acknowledged wJiea 
makiug.his appointment. In 1859-00 wo find tliat thirty 
European descendants drew nearly .tl 5,000 a year, as 
Judges, Magistrates, Clergymen, Crown Lawyers and 
Surgeons—adding natives in the higher ofTiccs of Govern¬ 
ment, the sum is increased to £18,000. Wc siusj)ect Sir 
C. Trevelyan can scarcely—if Sir H. Ward slioiild take 
to questioning ?iim —give snch honourable testimony t(> 
the desire of the Indian Government to eucounvgo 
indigenous talent. Pour European descendants at least 
have been members of the Kseentive Govornmunt of 
Ceylon—James Stewart, R. Morgan, John Staples, as 
Queen’s Advocates; the older Mooyart as Auditor 
General. Mr. nillebrand sat ou the Bench of the 
Supreme C*iivt; and Mr. Livora, a pure native, was 
acting District Judge of Colombo when ho died. Of 
tho thirty-nine burgher and native gentlemen in our 
list, ijo fewer than twenty-two were either appointed or 
promoted by Sir H. Ward. 


, XVII. 

NOTES TO CnATTBIl I. 

Page 14. 

Respecting some of tho noble familios which left 
Ceylon on the British occupation, an Eui'asian gontloman 
writes as follows ‘ The Uhlenbeck family left Ceylon 
for Holland about ten or twelve years after tho British 
accession, and young TTblenbeek, if tho family had 
remained in Ceylon, would probably have been a Ceylon 
Government clerk, ^ passing rich with £40 a year;’but 
a larger sphere was open to him in dolland; ho entered 
the Dutch Navy, in which he rose to tho t^ of tho ladder. 
In 18G7 Admiral TJhlenbeek, the whilom Colombo Pettah 
boy, visited Colombo in his flags^iip, was the guest of Bir 
Hercules Robinson at Queen’s house, was entertained 
by Mr. Lorenz, and renewed his acquaintance with many 
01 his old Colombo school-fellows, John Krickenbeek, 
Assistant Auditor General, Charles Edward do Breard, 
and othere.’ 
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LIFE OF SIR R. MORGAN. 


Page 16. , 

‘ Thoro is not a single Duteli family in Ceylon which 
is entirely free from native connection.' Dr. Prins, who 
practiced as a physician in Colombo for forty-eight years, 
said that the unmistakcable sign of native blood in 
burglicir veins was tho colour of the vaccination marks, 
and indeed of any mark or scar left by a soi’e or wonud 
that had f>:*U‘rrd. In a pure European tho mark was 
}»aU>, wliiliah, and, in full-bodied subjects, nearly flesh- 
coloured; blit tho presence of native blood was indicated 
by the scar being dark coloured: the darker the colour 
the greater the infusion of native blood. The rule 
appears to bo thi.s—in a European, tho scar is paler, but 
in a native, it is darker than the suiTounding skin. 


• Page 47. 

IkuniiKns knoaokf) in Mbbcantim: ArPAins.—AfS'proof 
of what burghers could do as merchants if they had the 
requisite capital, one instance may be given. Andrew 
Henry J’’ryer, a Dutch burgher, ran away from Colombo 
about 1830 (haviu" quarrelldd with his relatives) a 
penniless boy; he returned in 1855 with £18,000 nhd 
founded the well known house of Fryer, Schultzoand Co. 


Page 02. 

An Industrial School. —About fifteen years ago Mr. 
Loi-onz offered his property in Slave Island, known as 
St. James,' to be converted into an Industrial School for 
tho mechanics or I'ortugncso • burghers if the Govem- 
TOont would endow the echoed with a fund for the pay¬ 
ment of teachers, &c., but owing to tho supineness, or 
wowe, of the Govtsiimout the project fell through. 


Page 67. 

There were many Afalay slaves too who were the * 
belongings or part <5f the dower which Dutch brides 
from Batavia brought with them, when they camp with 
young (Dutch) Ceylon, who like Caleb went (B. S. B. 
towards tho Straits of Sunda) in search of a wife. 
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grandfather (eajs a courteous informant) had a 
Malay slave whom he liberated in 1816. Tho old 
instinct in the manmade him until hia last days (he died 
in November 1877, aged 89) remain ^ the most obedient 
humble servant* of all old ■ ■ *s grandchildren. He 
was the servant of three generations of —sos. But 
after mj grandfather died, ho could never be induced 
to live as a domestic with any onn of his children, nor 
any one of the grandchildren. He lived at Marandahn 
with his two sisters, who had also been slaves, and 
considered himself l^and to serve all the children, 

descendants of-whose slave ho was, and so would 

never live with any one of them, for fear ho should 
offend the others. 









